NOVEMBER 13  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Chronicles 1:1, 4, 5, 8, 17, 28, 29, 34; 2:1, 12, 13, 15 -- Adam, Seth, Enosh....Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth....Abraham....Isaac....Ishmael....Esau and Israel....Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad and Asher....Boaz ...Obed....Jesse...David...

You deal with Your people in lines of generation, O Lord.  You called out a people for Your own possession through Abraham and his descendents, and You established David as Your king over Israel.  As You brought Your people back to the land, after the captivity, it was necessary to re-establish the line of descent and re-institute the sacrificial system (I Ch. 9:1-2; II Ch. 36:22-23). May Your church today be keenly aware of the fact that You are not only saving individuals from their sin but also establishing a people, a holy nation, a godly line.  And as we see ourselves in this great line, as spiritual children of Abraham (Gal.3:6-9,29), may we zealously follow and obey the requirements of the covenant and teach Your laws diligently to our children.  Keep us from a selfish, prideful preoccupation with our own day and generation, from thinking and living as if the gospel begins with us, as if we are the “terminal generation.”  Guard us against the sin of Hezekiah, who said to Isaiah about the coming captivity, “The word of the Lord, which You have spoken is good!” For he said, “Will there not be peace and truth at least in my days?”  (II Kings 20:19).    Give us a vision for generations to come and an appreciation of our heritage.

NOVEMBER 14  -  MORNING

1 Chronicles 3:10-15 -- Solomon's son was Rehoboam; Abijah was his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son,  Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son,  Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his son,  Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his son,  Amon his son, and Josiah his son.  The sons of Josiah were Johanan the firstborn, the second Jehoiakim, the third Zedekiah, and the fourth Shallum.

What remembrance is set before us in this concise list of the kings of Judah – nine relatively good kings and eleven wicked kings.  What an awful record for a nation in covenant with You, a nation chosen for Your special favor and blessing!  It is only by Your grace that Judah and Israel were blessed at all and that they became a blessing to the whole world.  Through the line of those kings You were bringing Your Son Jesus Christ into the world,  to be all that a true king should be (Matt.1:1-17; Lk.3:23-38).  Give us an appreciation of Your sovereign wisdom and power in working out the history of Your redemption.  We thank You for men like David, Hezekiah, and Josiah, who stand out as examples of men who loved You and served You.  

NOVEMBER 14  -  EVENING

1 Chronicles 4:10, 38, 40 -- And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, "Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!" So God granted him what he requested….these mentioned by name were leaders in their families, and their father's house increased greatly….And they found rich, good pasture, and the land was broad, quiet, and peaceful; for some Hamites formerly lived there.

In the midst of the lengthy genealogies of the southern kingdom of Judah, these notes describe Your blessings upon members of the tribe of Judah and Simeon.  These parenthetical references assure me of the historical character of the Biblical narratives.  These are not just names found in lists, but real people who actually lived in history.  They encountered real problems and called upon Your name.  You show us here, O Lord, that material prosperity is a good gift to be sought – not sought at any price, but sought within Your will and for Your glory.  We pray that You will prosper our own family if it is Your will, and we thank You that You have already blessed us so richly.  Make us a people of prayer like Jabez, who called upon the God of Israel.  And move us not only to pray, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me,”  but also to pray, “that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain.

NOVEMBER 15  -  MORNING

1 Chronicles 5:1-2 -- Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel -- he was indeed the firstborn, but because he defiled his father's bed, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph, the son of Israel, so that the genealogy is not listed according to the birthright;  yet Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from him came a ruler, although the birthright was Joseph's…

Your sovereign hand is seen in the raising up and putting down men from positions of leadership and authority, O Lord.  You chose Judah above his older brothers Reuben, Simeon, and Levi; and yet Judah also committed sin which seems comparable to that of Reuben (Gen.38).  His being selected for blessing was an act of mercy on Your part.  You also show here the importance of human responsibility.  The choices and actions of men are not insignificant, but constitute a part of Your divine providence.  Reuben, Simeon, and Levi certainly forfeited any claim to leadership, and Joseph was certainly a man who loved and obeyed You through the most trying of circumstances.  Give us the grace to emulate godly men and reject the examples of ungodly behavior which You set before us in Your word.

NOVEMBER 15  -  EVENING

1 Chronicles 6:31-32 -- Now these are the men whom David appointed over the service of song in the house of the Lord, after the ark came to rest.  They were ministering with music before the dwelling place of the tabernacle of meeting, until Solomon had built the house of the Lord in Jerusalem, and they served in their office according to their order.

You have told us, O God, that in Your worship all things must be done decently and in order (I Cor. 14:40).  In the older covenant You appointed families of the Levites to be in charge of all the various aspects of tabernacle and temple worship.  In the new covenant You have given the task of ordering the worship to the elders of the church.  May they be faithful in conforming every aspect of our worship to Your word: the singing of praise, the reading and preaching of Your word, the bringing of tithes and offerings, and every other part.  May whole-hearted worship rise to Your throne continually from our midst.  Be honored and glorified by the praises of Your people, O God!  May our own daily worship be worship that is regulated by Scripture and worship that is an expression of heart-felt adoration.

NOVEMBER 16  -  MORNING
1 Chronicles 7:1, 13, 30 -- The sons of Issachar were Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron….The sons of Naphtali were Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shallum, the sons of Bilhah….The sons of Asher were Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister Serah.

The tribes of Issachar, Naphtali, and Asher seem small, obscure, and insignificant in comparison with Judah and Benjamin, the kingly tribes; Levi the priestly tribe, or Ephraim and Manasseh, the large tribes descended from Joseph.  Remind us when we think of these tribes that not every one of Your people is prominent and eminent in the work of Your kingdom.  Yet you have a place for all and no one’s position, gifts, or service is really insignificant, because they are part of Your great plan.  When we see our own service as hidden and out of the way, far from the spotlight, or even the mainstream, warn us not to seek great things for ourselves (Jer.45:5) but to be faithful in the place and work to which You have called us.  We cannot measure our own usefulness.  Enable us to see things as You see them (I Cor.1:26-31).  Remind us today that Zebulun and Naphtali became the area of Galilee, the place of Christ’s ministry: “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles:  The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned”  (Matt.4:15-16, Isa.9:1-2).

NOVEMBER 16  -  EVENING

1 Chronicles 8:1-2, 33, 40 –Now Benjamin begot Bela his firstborn, Ashbel the second, Aharah the third, Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth….Ner begot Kish, Kish begot Saul, and Saul begot Jonathan, Malchishua, Abinadab, and Esh-Baal….The sons of Ulam were mighty men of valor – archers. They had many sons and grandsons, one hundred and fifty in all. These were all sons of Benjamin.

Benjamin was a tribe with great potential and prominence in the eyes of men, because the first king was from this tribe.  Saul of Tarsus had high credentials because he was “of the tribe of Benjamin” and named for its most illustrious representative (Phil.3:5).  “There was not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he, from his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people” (I Sam.9:2).  But Saul and Benjamin did not distinguish themselves for godliness and faithfulness to Your covenant, O Lord.  What temptations there are in wealth, beauty, physical and mental ability!  Let us not be envious of multi-gifted men, but be content with what You have given us and use it to the fullest for Your glory.  Guard us against laying up treasure for ourselves and not being rich toward God (Luke 12:21).

NOVEMBER 17  -  MORNING
1 Chronicles 9:1-2 – So all Israel was recorded by genealogies, and indeed, they were inscribed in the book of the kings of Israel. But Judah was carried away captive to Babylon because of their unfaithfulness.  And the first inhabitants who dwelt in their possessions in their cities were Israelites, priests, Levites, and the Nethinim.

Some parts of Your word are very difficult, O Lord, because we are a sinful people, lazy in our spiritual zeal and ignorant of Your ways.  Genealogies are especially tedious, and it is often hard for us to concentrate on them, appreciate them, and see their purpose.  Yet they have a very important place in the history of Your redemption.  They show us that You are a covenant making and covenant keeping God who deals with His people in lines of generations.  The return from captivity and resettlement of the land was a great milestone in the unveiling of Your purpose to save Your people by a Redeemer.  These things “happened to them as a warning, but they were written down for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages has come” (I Cor. 10:11).  These words in I Chronicles 9 are a key to understanding the books of Chronicles and the whole of redemptive history.  We praise You and thank You, O God, for Your great salvation.

NOVEMBER 17  -  EVENING
1 Chronicles 10:13-14 -- So Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed against the LORD, because he did not keep the word of the Lord, and also because he consulted a medium for guidance.  But he did not inquire of the Lord; therefore He killed him, and turned the kingdom over to David the son of Jesse.

You are the One who establishes rulers and sets kings upon their thrones.  You also depose rulers and cast them down (I Sam.2:6-8).  May the rulers You have set over us be godly men who seek Your face.  May the leaders of church and state seek guidance from You and not from Satan or from wicked counselors.  Especially may Your elders be men of discretion and spiritual wisdom.  Let us not think, O Lord, that You are bound to us and our wills regardless of what we do, or to any group which professes to be Your people, no matter what they do.  Let us see clearly that those who honor You will be honored by You (I Sam.2:30), and that “he who endures to the end shall be saved” (Mark 13:13).  Let us hold fast both the doctrines of preservation and perseverance.  Hold Saul’s example before Your church and before our nation, that we would determine by Your grace not to be like him.

NOVEMBER 18  -  MORNING

1 Chronicles 11:1-3 -- Then all Israel came together to David at Hebron, saying, "Indeed we are your bone and your flesh.  Also, in time past, even when Saul was king, you were the one who led Israel out and brought them in; and the Lord your God said to you, 'You shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over My people Israel.' "  Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord. Then they anointed David king over Israel, according to the word of the Lord by Samuel.

We give thanks for great David’s greater Son, the true Shepherd and Prince over His people Israel, Jesus Christ the Lord.  We thank You, O Lord, that You have called elders to be under- shepherds in Your flock – prophets, priests, and kings.  May they faithfully lead Your sheep out, and bring them in, feeding, protecting, and guiding them, as they have example in the Chief Shepherd (Psa.23; John 10; I Pet.5:1-4).  Raise up such shepherds among us; give wisdom, strength, and courage to those who serve in this capacity now.  May all their ruling and teaching and intercession be in subjection to the Chief Shepherd.  Call our nation to enter into covenant with You and with one another according to Your word.  Give Shepherds over the state as well as over Your church.  

NOVEMBER 18  -  EVENING

1 Chronicles 12:22, 32, 38, 40 -- For at that time they came to David day by day to help him, until it was a great army, like the army of God….of the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their command…All these men of war, who could keep ranks, came to Hebron with a loyal heart, to make David king over all Israel; and all the rest of Israel were of one mind to make David king….for there was joy in Israel.

You can save by the hand of many or by the hand of few, O Lord (I Sam.14:6); You can establish a king by the hand of many or few.  On other occasions You did give victory to Your people by a small contingent (Judges 7:7); but the fact that there were many, well-armed soldiers on this occasion did not indicate that Your hand was not in this great event.  Save Your people and establish Your kingdom in our midst by many or by few.  If it is Your will, You can use a very small committed minority to preserve or establish Your kingdom – a group of people who have “understanding of the times to know what Israel ought to do.”  But if You choose, You can establish it through overwhelming numbers and strength.  However You will do it, Lord, establish Your rule!  Overthrow Your enemies!

NOVEMBER 19  -  MORNING
1 Chronicles 13:9-11 -- And when they came to Chidon's threshing floor, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, for the oxen stumbled.  Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzza, and He struck him because he put his hand to the ark; and he died there before God.  And David became angry because of the Lord's outbreak against Uzza; therefore that place is called Perez Uzza to this day.

Incidents such as these are puzzling and even offensive to us, O Lord, because we have so little awareness of Your holiness and the awfulness of sin.  We often react to such judgments as David did, with anger.  Yet You are “justified in Your sentence and blameless in Your judgment” (Psalm 51:4).  Show us the great sinfulness of denying the express command of a holy and righteous God and willfully disobeying Your revealed will, the sinfulness of thinking that You need our “help,” and putting ourselves in Your place.  How seriously You take disobedience.  May we see the importance of obeying You explicitly in every matter of worship and life.  You had specifically designated the way the ark was to be carried, and yet men felt free to ignore Your commands.  We are in great danger of taking lightly Your statutes, as if they were merely suggestions or advice which we are free to follow or reject.  Set before Your people, and especially before us as a family and as individuals, the necessity of obedience (Num.4:15).

NOVEMBER 19  -  EVENING
1 Chronicles 14:2, 11, 15 -- So David knew that the Lord had established him as king over Israel, for his kingdom was highly exalted for the sake of His people Israel….So they went up to Baal Perazim, and David defeated them there. Then David said, "God has broken through my enemies by my hand like a breakthrough of water." Therefore they called the name of that place Baal Perazim…."And it shall be, when you hear a sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees, then you shall go out to battle, for God has gone out before you to strike the camp of the Philistines."

When You establish the hand of anyone, it is established, O Lord.  When You uphold and fight for Your people, they are victorious.  It is in Your sovereign hand to raise up and to cast down (I Sam. 2:6-8; Lk.1:51-53). Let us be aware today of how totally dependent we are upon Your blessing.  Go out before us, as You did before David.  Smite the enemy of Your kingdom; break through our enemies by our hand, like a bursting flood.  Give us the desire and power to be obedient to Your every command.  What blessing and joy and victory Your people experience when they submit to Your rule.  Conquer us – and conquer through us!  Raise Your people today from pessimism and despair and make us more than conquerors through Him who loved us (Rom.8:37).

NOVEMBER 20  -  MORNING

1 Chronicles 15:13-15 -- "For because you did not do it the first time, the Lord our God broke out against us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order."  So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel. And the children of the Levites bore the ark of God on their shoulders, by its poles, as Moses had commanded according to the word of the Lord.

Forgive Your people, O Lord for thinking that it is a little thing whether we obey You in every detail or not.  Show us that Your commandments are to be obeyed specifically and promptly.  May our worship consist only of that which You have revealed in Your word; may our practice strictly conform to the Scriptures.  May it be said of us, “Thus did all the people,…as the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did” (Ex.12:50).  And when there has been any disobedience on our part, may it be quickly followed by confession, repentance, and the necessary restitution.  May this be true of Your elders and people as well.  Our tendency is to say, “Since we have been doing it wrongly this long, it won’t hurt if we continue to do it wrongly a while longer.”  Give us the desire and courage to immediately change what is wrong.

NOVEMBER 20  -  EVENING

1 Chronicles 15:28-29 -- Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the horn, with trumpets and with cymbals, making music with stringed instruments and harps.  And it happened, as the ark of the covenant of the Lord came to the City of David, that Michal, Saul's daughter, looked through a window and saw King David whirling and playing music; and she despised him in her heart.

Give Your people today such joy and zeal as we sing of Your presence in the midst of Your people.  You are the One who tabernacled among us in fulfillment of all Your covenant promises (John 1:14; Isa.7:14; Matt.1:23).  Take away our inhibition of worship and praise and give us the spirit of David who danced and made merry before the Lord.  Let us sing in our hearts, “Lift up your heads, O gates!  And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of Glory may come in!” (Psa.24:7).  Let us rejoice in Your incarnation, Your triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Your ascension into heaven, Your coming again, and Your entrance in victory into the hearts of men.  “Let those refuse to sing who never knew our God; but children of the Heavenly King should speak their joys abroad.”  Forgive the coldness and dullness of our hearts in worship. Let us dread the attitude of Michal, who could not comprehend David’s joy.  But let us not substitute man-made gimmicks and promotions for true joy.

NOVEMBER 21  -  MORNING

1 Chronicles 16:8-13 -- Oh, give thanks to the Lord! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples!  Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works!  Glory in His holy name; Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the Lord!  Seek the Lord and His strength; Seek His face evermore! Remember His marvelous works which He has done, His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth, O seed of Israel His servant, You children of Jacob, His chosen ones!  (Psalm 105:1-6).

Give us this new day the joy that David and the people of Israel had as the ark was brought into Jerusalem.  As we contemplate Your presence in the midst of Your people, fill our hearts with thanksgiving and praise. Restore to Your church the singing of the Psalms.  Give us such longing for the world to know the glory of the Lord that You message will be like a burning fire shut up in our bones, that we cannot hold it in (Jer.20:9). May we seek You and Your strength for the needs of this day, O Lord.  May we remember Your mighty works of the past, the historical acts of Your salvation and the gracious way You have worked in our own lives.  And may such reflection be a basis for present trust in You.  We rejoice to be among Your chosen ones by Your grace, to stand in the great line of Abraham and Jacob.  May we live today as sinners saved by divine grace.

NOVEMBER 21  -  EVENING

1 Chronicles 16:14-18 -- He is the Lord our God; His judgments are in all the earth.  Remember His covenant forever, The word which He commanded, for a thousand generations,  The covenant which He made with Abraham, And His oath to Isaac,  And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel for an everlasting covenant,  Saying, "To you I will give the land of Canaan As the allotment of your inheritance…” (Psalm 105:7-11).

The ark, which was being brought to Jerusalem here, was the ark of the covenant, representing Your promise to dwell in the midst of Your people forever, that You should be their God and they Your people (Ezek.37:23-28, etc.).  Canaan itself was a symbol of the kingdoms of the world, which You promised to give to Abraham and his seed: “the promise to Abraham and his descendents, that they should inherit the world” (Rom.4:13).  Let us live today in the light of Your everlasting covenant, which is “for a thousand generations.” Restore to Your church an appreciation for Your covenant and its continuity from generation to generation.  Set before us the great opportunity that is ours to praise You before the world and to disciple the nations in Your name (Matt.28:18-20).

NOVEMBER 22  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Chronicles 17:4, 10-12, 14, 17 --"Go and tell My servant David, 'Thus says the Lord: "You shall not build Me a house to dwell in….Furthermore I tell you that the Lord will build you a house.  And it shall be, when your days are fulfilled, when you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up your seed after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build Me a house, and I will establish his throne forever….And I will establish him in My house and in My kingdom forever; and his throne shall be established forever." ' "…. "And yet this was a small thing in Your sight, O God; and You have also spoken of Your servant's house for a great while to come, and have regarded me according to the rank of a man of high degree, O LORD God.”

No house which David or Solomon built could rival the house You built for them and their descendents.  The greatest kings of Israel were only men; they died, but through their kingly line, the Messiah was born, the King over all kings, whose throne shall know no end.  In His reign You established an eternal kingdom; He was in Himself Your final and complete temple (John 2:20-21).  And He is building the house of God in calling out a people for His own possession (Matt.16:18; I Pet.2:9).  We praise You today, O God, for fulfilling Your word and establishing Your kingdom.  Give us true Biblical and historical perspective to see the continuity and glory of Your revelation of Yourself.  May we exult in Your matchless grace and mercy toward an undeserving people, for we are among those people.  Enable us to live today as subjects of an eternal kingdom.

NOVEMBER 23  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Chronicles 18:1-3, 6, 13-14 -- After this it came to pass that David attacked the Philistines, subdued them, and took Gath and its towns from the hand of the Philistines.  Then he defeated Moab, and the Moabites became David's servants, and brought tribute.  And David defeated Hadadezer king of Zobah as far as Hamath, as he went to establish his power by the River Euphrates….Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became David's servants, and brought tribute. So the Lord preserved David wherever he went.  So David reigned over all Israel, and administered judgment and justice to all his people.

What a glorious reign You gave to David, O Lord; victory wherever he went, all the surrounding nations bowing to him, giving him tribute, faithful administration of justice and equity.  But David’s great reign was only a faint foreshadowing of the glorious reign of Your Son Jesus over all the nations.  And David’s fall shows us the shortcoming of all kingdoms that have their origin in this world under the sun. “Jesus shall reign where’er the sun doth his successive journeys run; His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, ‘till moons shall wax and wane no more.”  He will have dominion from sea to sea, His foes shall bow down before Him, and His enemies shall lick the dust; all kings shall fall down before Him, all nations serve Him (Psa.72:8,9,11).  Give us the hearts of loyal subjects to this glorious King.  
NOVEMBER 24  -  MORNING
1 Chronicles 19:10-11, 13-14 -- When Joab saw that the battle line was against him before and behind, he chose some of Israel's best and put them in battle array against the Syrians.  And the rest of the people he put under the command of Abishai his brother, and they set themselves in battle array against the people of Ammon…."Be of good courage, and let us be strong for our people and for the cities of our God. And may the Lord do what is good in His sight."  So Joab and the people who were with him drew near for the battle against the Syrians, and they fled before him.

Let this cry be heard among Your people today, when the battle is “set against us, both in front and in the rear,” O Lord.  Let Christian soldiers, particularly officers, in the midst of overwhelming odds, show great courage, for Your glory and the good of Your church.  In the midst of striving hard, let our eyes be upon You.  Let us be men of prayer, men who leave the results to our sovereign God.  We praise You that the battle is the Lord’s, and that the victory is assured (I Sam.17:47; II Sam.10:12; II Chron.14:11; 20:12,15; 20:1-4; Neh.4:14).  There is no conflict between trusting You and vigorously waging war against the enemy.  You give victory, yet we must be of good courage and fight the battles.  You use our efforts to accomplish Your purposes, and You strengthen our hand to win Your victories.  We pray that You will use us each day, and especially on the Lord’s Day to win victories against the world, the flesh, and the devil.  May we be used, as Joab was, to inspire and instill such courage and prayer in the men of Your church.

NOVEMBER 24  -  EVENING

1 Chronicles 20:1--It happened in the spring of the year, at the time kings go out to battle, that Joab led out the armed forces and ravaged the country of the people of Ammon, and came and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem. And Joab defeated Rabbah and overthrew it.

This is the only mention the chronicler makes of the time when David fell into his grievous sin with Bathsheba.  In his positive record of Your dealings with Judah he does not describe David’s fall and family troubles.  Yet in this one note he subtly underscores David’s neglect, which played a significant part in his downfall.  Instead of leading his armies in conquest, David stayed behind, safe and secure in his capital city and let others do his fighting for him.  In this position of ease and sloth, he was most vulnerable to the assaults of the evil one.  O Lord, when the time for offensive march is near, let us not lag behind in luxury and comfort and expect victory to be won without any effort on our part.  How the battle rages, over the society, the church, the family, and the individual human heart.  Give us courage, determination, and energy to launch out in faith and obedience to storm the gates of hell with Your loyal subjects  (Matt.16:18).

NOVEMBER 25  -  MORNING
1 Chronicles 21:1 --Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel.

(2 Samuel 24:1 --Again the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel, and He moved David against them to say, "Go, number Israel and Judah.")

You are sovereign in Your will and power, O Lord.  You control all things, and nothing escapes Your knowledge or decree.  What a comfort, to know that even Satan himself has no power apart from Your divine permission (Job 1:6-12).  Enable us be aware of Your control this day and rejoice that You can use even our sin to bring about Your purposes and Your glory.  Let us never rationalize or excuse our sin, or say, “Let us sin that grace may abound” (Rom.6:1), but let us see sin as You see it and resist it in Your strength.  Give us a true Biblical understanding of sin.  Guard us against David’s sin of pride.  In wanting to know how many fighting men were under his command, he took his eyes off You and focused his attention upon his army, and ultimately upon himself.  Give us Joabs who would warn us against foolish pride, and say, “Why should you be a cause of guilt among God’s people?” (21:3).

1 Chronicles 21:14-15 --So the Lord sent a plague upon Israel, and seventy thousand men of Israel fell.   And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it. As he was destroying, the Lord looked and relented of the disaster, and said to the angel who was destroying, "It is enough; now restrain your hand." And the angel of the Lord stood by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

What a significant place this threshing floor was in Your continuing historical plan of redemption, O Lord!  Here Abraham offered up his son Isaac, and the angel of the Lord said in effect, “It is enough; now stay your hand.”  And the Lord provided Himself a sacrifice (Gen.22:11-14).  Here, too, the temple was built, that building which represented Your dwelling in the midst of Your people, where sacrifice was made, substitutionary atonement (I Chron.22:1-2; II Chron.3:1).  These incidents all point to Christ, our Passover (I Cor.5:7), the sacrifice for the sins of His people.  As we read of such instances in the Old Testament, may we be moved to wonder, love, and praise at Your great salvation.  Remind us today of what we deserve because of our disobedience to You and what great price was paid for our forgiveness.

NOVEMBER 25  -  EVENING

1 Chronicles 21:24; 22:1 -- Then King David said to Ornan, "No, but I will surely buy it for the full price, for I will not take what is yours for the Lord, nor offer burnt offerings with that which costs me nothing."….Then David said, "This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar of burnt offering for Israel."

We are also tempted, O Lord God, to offer You that which does not cost us anything personally, even though the gift itself may be costly.  We are also tempted, as Israel was, to offer You the leftovers, that which we can conveniently spare (Mal.1:6-14).  Give us the gift of liberality, that we will willingly give off the top the very best we have.  As we present “offerings” to You of our work, our lives, our money, our sermons and our lessons, let us give of the first fruits of our time, energy, and efforts.  May we present our very bodies as living sacrifices, wholly acceptable to You, which is our reasonable service of worship (Rom.12:1).  Forgive what has been done or given haphazardly or half-heartedly.  Let us “give heart and soul and mind and strength, to serve the King of kings.”  Receive our best – the best of this day and this week.

NOVEMBER 26  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Chronicles 22:17-19 -- David also commanded all the leaders of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying,  "Is not the Lord your God with you? And has He not given you rest on every side? For He has given the inhabitants of the land into my hand, and the land is subdued before the Lord and before His people.  Now set your heart and your soul to seek the Lord your God. Therefore arise and build the sanctuary of the Lord God, to bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord and the holy articles of God into the house that is to be built for the name of the Lord."

We thank You for the older covenant revelation of Yourself, O Lord, and for the Tabernacle – Temple which set before Your people a graphic picture of Your dwelling in their midst.  As Your people assemble to worship You on the Lord’s Day, may we experience in our own day the reality of the Word, Jesus Christ, Who became flesh and tabernacled among us (John 1:14).  May we earnestly set our minds and hearts to seek the Lord our God.  We build no earthly temple, yet let us arise and build Your kingdom in Your power and by Your provision, that Your kingdom may come and Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven (Neh.2:18; Matt.6:10).

NOVEMBER 27  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Chronicles 23:6, 28, 30; 24:3 -- Also David separated them into divisions among the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari….their duty was to help the sons of Aaron in the service of the house of the Lord, in the courts and in the chambers, in the purifying of all holy things and the work of the service of the house of God…to stand every morning to thank and praise the Lord, and likewise at evening….Then David with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, divided them according to the schedule of their service.

Too often we think of Your worship as something “spontaneous,” or “natural,” needing no particular preparation or organization.  But how different this loose concept is from the worship described in Your word, O Lord.  You took great care that worship should be done “decently and in order” (I Cor.14:40), that there were men set apart to lead, to prepare, and to carry out the various aspects of temple service.  May we be as diligent to order worship in conformity with Your revealed will.  And as was the duty of the Levites, so is the privilege and duty of every believer, to meet with You at the beginning and end of the day.  May we count this our highest privilege and the highlight of every day.  May we earnestly long for and anticipate these times.  Teach us to wait upon You.  Give Your people unrestrained joy and praise as we come before You.  Remind us of our need for preparation, self-examination, confession, and especially for thanksgiving and praise.

NOVEMBER 28  -  MORNING
1 Chronicles 24:1-6 -- Now these are the divisions of the sons of Aaron. The sons of Aaron were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.  And Nadab and Abihu died before their father, and had no children; therefore Eleazar and Ithamar ministered as priests.  Then David with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, divided them according to the schedule of their service.  There were more leaders found of the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Ithamar, and thus they were divided. Among the sons of Eleazar were sixteen heads of their fathers' houses, and eight heads of their fathers' houses among the sons of Ithamar.  Thus they were divided by lot, one group as another, for there were officials of the sanctuary and officials of the house of God, from the sons of Eleazar and from the sons of Ithamar.  And the scribe, Shemaiah the son of Nethanel, one of the Levites, wrote them down before the king, the leaders, Zadok the priest, Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, and the heads of the fathers' houses of the priests and Levites, one father's house taken for Eleazar and one for Ithamar.
By Your decree and power alone is there true order, O Lord  --  in civil government, in society, in the family, in individual life, and particularly in the Church.  The worship of the Triune God reflects that order every Lord’s Day.  There are no confusing ways with You, and You carry out Your plans despite the plans of men.  When Ezra published these divisions it was of great use to direct church affairs after their return from captivity.  O Lord, enable us to believe that plans or ideas without order are but a hindrance and sometimes bring about occasions of unrest.  Enable Your church, the bride of Christ, to be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that she stands fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, and all things be done decently and in order (I Cor. 14:40).  In the church, every member has their gifts and purpose, for the good of the whole.  As You are the God of order, so You are the God of true peace.  These divisions were made by lot so that quarrels and contentions might be prevented.  O Lord give wisdom to our leaders who have been given a small flock to oversee.  Enable their leadership to be orderly and yet loving and fair for Your glory and honor.

NOVEMBER 28  -  EVENING

1 Chronicles 25:1, 7 -- ...David and the captains of the army separated for the service some of the sons of Asaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals….the number of them, with their brethren who were instructed in the songs of the Lord, all who were skillful, was two hundred and eighty-eight.

You have decreed that You be worshipped in song and in music, O Lord.  May all our music be carefully chosen for the conformity of its words to Your word and its appropriateness as a means of praise and the proclamation of Your gospel.  Keep Your people from falling prey to the temptation to use music merely for its entertainment value, or using words and tunes that are taken from the world’s vain worship of the creature rather than the Creator (Rom.1:25).  Let us address one another “in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all our heart” (Eph.5:19).  Give discernment to Your elders as they choose music with which Your people will worship You.  And give wisdom to Your people, that they will have a Biblical view of the place of music in worship.

NOVEMBER 29  -  MORNING
1 Chronicles 26:12-13, 20, 27, 29;  27:1 -- Among these were the divisions of the gatekeepers, among the chief men, having duties just like their brethren, to serve in the house of the Lord.  And they cast lots for each gate, the small as well as the great, according to their father's house….Of the Levites, Ahijah was over the treasuries of the house of God and over the treasuries of the dedicated things….Some of the spoils won in battles they dedicated to maintain the house of the Lord….Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons performed duties as officials and judges over Israel outside Jerusalem….And the children of Israel, according to their number, the heads of fathers' houses, the captains of thousands and hundreds and their officers, served the king in every matter of the military divisions. These divisions came in and went out month by month throughout all the months of the year, each division having twenty-four thousand.

Just as there were many menial tasks which had to be performed in connection with temple worship, so there are a multitude of common, everyday functions which must be carried out in Your kingdom’s work today – everything from keeping the building and grounds in good order to serving the poor and needy in the congregation and community.  Show Your people, O Lord, that every talent and task is necessary and may be used and done for Your glory.  You have given gifts to Your church to accomplish all that must be done.  May we be able to say, “I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness” (Psa.84:10).  Let not the foot say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” nor let the ear say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body.”  Let not the eye say to the hand, “I have no need of you;” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you” (I Cor.12:15-16,21).

NOVEMBER 29  -  EVENING

1 Chronicles 27:23-33 -- But David did not take the number of those twenty years old and under, because the LORD had said He would multiply Israel like the stars of the heavens.  Joab the son of Zeruiah began a census, but he did not finish, for wrath came upon Israel because of this census; nor was the number recorded in the account of the chronicles of King David.  And Azmaveth the son of Adiel was over the king's treasuries; and Jehonathan the son of Uzziah was over the storehouses in the field, in the cities, in the villages, and in the fortresses.  Ezri the son of Chelub was over those who did the work of the field for tilling the ground.  And Shimei the Ramathite was over the vineyards, and Zabdi the Shiphmite was over the produce of the vineyards for the supply of wine.  Baal-Hanan the Gederite was over the olive trees and the sycamore trees that were in the lowlands, and Joash was over the store of oil.  And Shitrai the Sharonite was over the herds that fed in Sharon, and Shaphat the son of Adlai was over the herds that were in the valleys.  Obil the Ishmaelite was over the camels, Jehdeiah the Meronothite was over the donkeys, and Jaziz the Hagrite was over the flocks. All these were the officials over King David's property.  Also Jehonathan, David's uncle, was a counselor, a wise man, and a scribe; and Jehiel the son of Hachmoni was with the king's sons.  Ahithophel was the king's counselor, and Hushai the Archite was the king's companion.
We see here in David’s organization of the people a reflection of the order which you revealed to Moses, O Lord.  Every tribe had its Chief, and every responsibility had its overseer.  You, O Lord, require submission to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to our President or to our state governors, as to those who are sent by You for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good (Rom 13:1).  We see here that David failed to understand that “My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways says the LORD” by forbidding the numbering of those under twenty years of age for military duty.  Keep us from the kind of pride David had in making a decision like this, and  when we lack wisdom, enable us to ask You O God, for we know You give to all liberally and without reproach (James 1:5).  We also see that David, though he had all his trusty counselors and companions around him, he preferred his Bible before them all.  May we know and trust Your testimonies as our delight.  David was great in many positions, and a great husband of his estate, and stocked it, not for pleasure, but for profit; for the king himself.  May the very best of our profits be given to King Jesus and His church.  Enable us to regularly tithe to You O God.  May we be examples of industry, hard work so everything we do and give is for Your honor and glory.
NOVEMBER 30  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Chronicles 28:9, 20 -- " As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever….Be strong and of good courage, and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord God -- my God -- will be with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you, until you have finished all the work for the service of the house of the Lord.”

You have commissioned your elders to oversee the building of Your house, O Lord, the church composed of living stones built into a spiritual house (I Pet.2:5), a holy people of God, the temple in which You choose to dwell (I Cor.3:16-17; 6:19-20).  And You have given all Your people work to do in Your kingdom.  Let us fully realize that it is not our undertaking, but Yours.  You will build Your church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (Matt.16:18).  We cannot build without Your presence and power, without the fulfillment of Your promise.  For You alone can add to the Church those who are being saved (Acts 2:47).  Let us build according to the plan revealed on the mount, given in Your word (Heb.8:5; Ex.25:40).  Prevent your officers and all Your people from wanting to build our church, according to our plans, for our glory.  May we build upon the Foundation, the Cornerstone, Jesus Christ Your Son (Psa.118:22; Isa.28:16; Matt.21:42; Eph.2:20; I Pet.2:6-8).  If Your people are to be called, gathered, built up, nourished and edified, it must be by Your Spirit working in us to will and to do of Your good pleasure (Phil.2:12-13).

DECEMBER 1  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Chronicles 29:11, 14-15 – “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, The power and the glory, The victory and the majesty; For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, And You are exalted as head over all….But who am I, and who are my people, That we should be able to offer so willingly as this? For all things come from You, And of Your own we have given You.  For we are aliens and pilgrims before You, As were all our fathers; Our days on earth are as a shadow, And without hope.”

When we read of the generous gifts of David and the people of Israel for the building of Your temple, we are inclined to think of these as outstanding gifts.  Yet David was aware that he could give nothing except that which You had first given to him.  Even the desire and willingness to give must come from You.  What a beautiful statement of grace this is; everything belongs to You – kingdom, power, wealth, salvation.  All that anyone has ever received is an undeserved gift.  We can offer You nothing that You have not first given to us.  Let us see clearly that everything is Yours – ourselves, our lives, our work, our family, our time, our efforts – and let us offer them freely and unreservedly.  Use what is Yours this day.   We acknowledge Your ownership and right to do what You will with what is Yours.  We are only stewards of what You have entrusted to us  (Psa.24:1; 50:10-12; Matt.25:14-30).
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