SEPTEMBER 29  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Kings 1:5-6 -- Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, "I will be king"; and he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.  (And his father had not rebuked him at any time by saying, "Why have you done so?" He was also very good-looking. His mother had borne him after Absalom.)

Again the sins of David come back to haunt him.  If even so godly a man as David could neglect the discipline of his sons, how great is the danger that we might neglect the consistent discipline of our children without even realizing it!  Alert our minds continually to this subtle sin, O Lord!  Give us wisdom to see that if we truly love our children we will not withhold the rod of discipline from them.  Give our children insight to see that if we truly love them we will not neglect to question what they are doing.  Give us boldness, consistency, love and affection in calling our children to account.  May the results be seen in time in their lives, and may they be convinced of the necessity of disciplining their own children.  Bring Your church and our society to see the disastrous consequences of neglecting godly discipline (Prov.3:11-12; Heb.12:5-6; Eph.6:4).

SEPTEMBER 30  -  MORNING
1 Kings 2:1-3 -- Now the days of David drew near that he should die, and he charged Solomon his son, saying:  "I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man.  And keep the charge of the Lord your God: to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn...”

David knew well the consequences of turning from Your law, O Lord, and he warned Solomon out of his own sad experience.  Yet Solomon was eventually to ignore and despise Your statutes as well.  How easily men forget Your word because of their sin.  May we heed the warning in the lives of these great kings and urge upon our children the necessity of renewing Your covenant in every generation and remembering to do Your commandments (Psa.103:17-18).  May we truly manifest the fact that Your law is written on our hearts (Psa.40:8; Jer.31:33); may it be our delight.  May we meditate upon it day and night (Psa.1:2).  May we say from the heart, “Oh, how I love Your law!” (Psa.119:97;  Josh.1:8). May Your word not be simply interesting and satisfying intellectually.  May we obey it from the heart.  Give us a hunger for truth, righteousness, and love.  Forgive us that there is so little evidence of Your grace in our lives.  May there be greater evidence this day.  David’s great sin was breaking the second table (murder and adultery).  Solomon’s was breaking the first table (idolatry).  But the first and second table of Your law are closely related, and the keeping of the second grows out of the first.  Give us hearts to keep both.
SEPTEMBER 30  -  EVENING
1 Kings 2:4 --"...that the Lord may fulfill His word which He spoke concerning me, saying, 'If your sons take heed to their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul,' He said, 'you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.' ”

Lord, we rejoice this morning in Your promise to David that he would not lack a descendant upon the throne of Israel, for it was of his house and lineage that our true King came.  Your promise of an everlasting kingdom was upheld in Christ Your Son (Acts 15:16).  May we also heed the warning given David, that his sons must walk before You in faithfulness, for David certainly did not keep this covenant consistently, nor did his sons; for he had never displeased Adonijah at any time by asking, “Why have you done thus and so?” (1:6).  May we by Your grace avoid this sin with our own children.  May we set before them an example of those who walk before You in faithfulness with all our hearts and all our souls.  May they see in us those who love Your law, who meditate upon it daily, proclaim it, and live it before them and before all people.  Give us a closer walk with You, O God!

OCTOBER 1  -  MORNING

1 Kings 3:3 --And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places.

Even at this early stage the compromise of Solomon is seen, in his marriage to the daughter of Pharaoh and in offering sacrifices at the high places.  How subtly temptation enters in and sin turns a man aside from Your ways, O Lord.  Give us discernment to recognize sin for what it is, even at its first overtures to us.  Let us not play with it or entertain it, even for a moment, for its effects are far-reaching and disastrous.   Keep us from compromising with evil, which we are so prone to do.  May we not rationalize or excuse even what seems to be the smallest sin, but may we avoid it like a plague, cast it from us, and earnestly seek Your help in resisting it.  Enable us clearly and effectively to set before our own children and Your people the great danger of being “unequally yoked together” with unbelievers (II Cor.6:14).  Let us warn, in word and example, that, “There is a way which seems right to a man, but the end of it is the way of death” (Prov.14:12), and call upon men to “choose life, that you and your descendants may live” (Deut. 30:19).

OCTOBER 1  -  EVENING

1 Kings 3:5, 7, 9 -- At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, "Ask! What shall I give you?" “...Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in....Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?"

You have told us, O Lord, that if any of us lacks wisdom, we are to ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproaching (James 1:5).  Those who rule over Your people in Your church especially need Your wisdom, and they lack wisdom in themselves.  Give it to Your elders, we pray.  And give wisdom and discernment to our civil rulers, for there are so few truly wise men among us.  May we personally seek true wisdom continually, for our tasks are overwhelming.  Who is sufficient for these things? (II Cor.2:16).  Those who hold the position of kings under You – over their households and over the flock of God – desperately need the wisdom that You alone can give.  They, too, are only little children before You, not knowing how to go out or come in.  And so, we plead for wisdom from the all-wise God.  May we be able, by Your Spirit, to “discern between good and evil.”  Give us the grace to humble ourselves and take the lowly station of a little child, for we know that otherwise we shall not enter the kingdom of heaven (Matt.18:3; Mark 9:15). 

OCTOBER 2  -  MORNING

1 Kings 4:20-21, 25 -- Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking and rejoicing.  So Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt. They brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life....And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, each man under his vine and his fig tree, from Dan as far as Beersheba, all the days of Solomon.

Here the Scriptures look back to the promise made to Abraham, that You would multiply his descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand on the seashore (Gen.22:17), and forward to the universal reign of Christ.  May our own nation remain strong and prosperous, O Lord, and may we see clearly that such blessing comes only as a result of Your hand of providence upon us.  May we take warning from the example of Israel in the days of Solomon.  Prosperity was immediately followed by division, decline, and chaos because of the sin of Solomon the ruler and the sins of the people.  “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov.14:34).  “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psa.33:12).  Solomon multiplied horses (v.26) contrary to Your law (Deut.17:16) and trusted in military might (Psa.20:7; Isa.31:1).  Deliver us from these grave dangers, O Lord!

1 Kings 4:29-30, 32, 34 -- And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding, and largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore.  Thus Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the men of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt....He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and five....And men of all nations, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom, came to hear the wisdom of Solomon.

May the wisdom of Your people today surpass that of the people of the world, as we rely on the wisdom of Your revelation and not our own wisdom – for “the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God” (I Cor.2:14; Jas.3:13-18).  Let us out-think the people of our day as well as out-live them and out-die them.  May we be able to say, “I am wiser than all my teachers, for I have made Your law my meditation all the day” (Psa.119:99).  But keep us from pride, and make us remember that all true wisdom comes from You.  Remind us that even Solomon turned aside from true wisdom to idolatry.  Help us who think that we stand to take heed, lest we fall (I Cor. 10:12).  Your people are continually dependent, moment by moment, upon You for wisdom, Lord. You are the only source of all true knowledge and understanding.  Make us wise people for Your own glory.

OCTOBER 2  -  EVENING
I Kings 5:1-2, 5 12 -- Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, because he heard that they had anointed him king in place of his father, for Hiram had always loved David.  Then Solomon sent to Hiram.... “behold, I propose to build a house for the name of the Lord my God, as the Lord spoke to my father David, saying, ‘Your son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, he shall build the house for My name’....So the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as He had promised him; and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty together.

What care and precision were given to the building of Solomon’s temple – and no wonder, for it was to graphically portray the reality of God’s dwelling in the midst of Israel.  This passage is certainly not irrelevant to us, O Lord, for Christ has come to dwell in the midst of His people.  His own body was the temple that was destroyed and raised up again in three days (John 2:19-20).  All the law and its provisions pointed to Him and have been fulfilled in Him who is Emmanuel, “God with us” (Isa.7:14).  And You have called Your people a spiritual house, collectively and individually (I Pet.2:5).  We are temples of Your Holy Spirit (I Cor.3:16; 6:19).  Let us manifest Your glory and point men to You.

OCTOBER 3  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Kings 6:1, 7 -- And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the Lord....And the temple, when it was being built, was built with stone finished at the quarry, so that no hammer or chisel or any iron tool was heard in the temple while it was being built.

Lord, Your house is not of human design or construction.  You are not served by human hands as though You needed anything (Acts 17:25).  And yet You have allowed finite and sinful men to participate in the building of Your church.  May we have this fact continually before us, that any building which is done must be done according to Your revealed plan and in Your strength alone (Ex.25:9,40; 26:30; 39:32,42; 40:16; I Chron.28:19).  Use us, we pray, in the great work You have called us to do.  Let us see the splendor of the work of Your church, and let us see how weak and insufficient we are and how prone to failure as we labor in our own power and according to our own plans.  Your temple was the symbol of Your dwelling in the midst of Your people Israel; in Your Son Jesus You became flesh and tabernacled among men (John 1:14).  Just as You called Solomon to obedience (vv.12-13) You require it of us.  Your dwelling among men is not a substitute for their response to You in lives of holiness, but Your substitutionary atonement is the foundation, the impetus, the motivation for grateful response on our part.

OCTOBER 4  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Kings 7:13-14 -- Now King Solomon sent and brought Huram from Tyre.  He was the son of a widow from the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a bronze worker; he was filled with wisdom and understanding and skill in working with all kinds of bronze work. So he came to King Solomon and did all his work.

“Zillah bore Tubel-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron” (Gen.4:22).  Lord, You give skills to men.  All ability, wisdom, and understanding have their source in You.  You have made man in Your own image (Gen.1:27), and he creates only as a slight reflection of Your own creation in him.  May we grasp the truth and make it known that all of life is under Your control and concern, and may we see that all of man’s activities are to serve You and reflect Your creative skill and design.  And may we experience this truth ourselves as we dedicate all our efforts, mental and physical, to Your glory.  Raise up among Your people today artists and artisans who will contribute beauty and practicality, not only to buildings, but the  esthetic life of Your people.  Give Your people an appreciation for good art, architecture, and music.

OCTOBER 5  -  MORNING
1 Kings 8:1, 10-11 -- Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel, to King Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord from the City of David, which is Zion....And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord,  so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.  (Exodus 40:34-35)

We have no earthly temple with its sanctuary and holiest place and ark, and You have not revealed Yourself to men today in a glory cloud.  Yet You have revealed Yourself to man in the person of Your Son Jesus, the word which became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth, and we have beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father (Jn.1:14; Mt.17:2; II Cor.4:6).  May we be satisfied with nothing less than the glory of Your presence filling our worship; the assembly of believers, the worship and life of our family, and our own hearts and lives.  Descend upon us this day in power, O Lord.  May we be filled with awe and wonder and amazement at Who You are and what You have done.  Keep us from going through routine motions without the reality of Your presence.  Let us be satisfied with nothing less.

OCTOBER 5  -  EVENING

1 Kings 8:12-13, 27-28 -- Then Solomon spoke: "The Lord said He would dwell in the dark cloud.  I have surely built You an exalted house, And a place for You to dwell in forever....But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have built! Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O Lord my God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying before You today...”

Your presence was never localized in the temple or the ark of the covenant which represented and symbolized Your dwelling in the midst of Your people, O Lord.  You far transcended all buildings and all human worship.  You do not dwell in temples made by man, nor are You served by human hands as though You needed anything, since You Yourself give to all men life and breath and everything (Acts 17:24-25).  Keep us from small and limited concepts of You, O Lord.  Prevent us from limiting Your power and Your love.  May we think Your thoughts after You and earnestly seek to obey Your revealed will.  May we glory and rejoice in Your omnipresence, omnipotence, and omniscience today.  As we gather for worship on the coming Lord’s Day, may we be aware of the fact that You are present among us by Your Spirit.  But may we also realize that You are far too great and glorious and powerful to be confined to our location and to our worship.

OCTOBER 6  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Kings 9:4-8 -- "Now if you walk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and My judgments, then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, 'You shall not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.' But if you or your sons at all turn from following Me, and do not keep My commandments and My statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, then I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given them; and this house which I have consecrated for My name I will cast out of My sight. Israel will be a proverb and a byword among all peoples. And as for this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and will hiss, and say, 'Why has the Lord done thus to this land and to this house?' ”

Let us hear both Your promises of blessing and Your warnings of judgment, O Lord.  May these both be ever before Your people.  “Let him who thinks that he stands take heed, lest he fall” (I Cor.10:12).  Forbid that we should ever think that You are automatically bound to us and our wills, to our children, our descendents, or our congregation.  Give us godly fear that will cause us to keep short accounts with You.  And give us fervent love that will bind us to You and Your cause.  Keep us from drifting into complacency.  Let the example of Solomon and his great kingdom be an example of Your providential blessing, and may his fall into sin and the subsequent division and captivity be a solemn warning of Your curse upon sin.  Let us “discipline our bodies and bring them into subjection, lest when we have preached to others, we ourselves should be disqualified” (I Cor.9:27).

OCTOBER 7  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Kings 10:6-7, 9, 23-24 -- Then she said to the king: "It was a true report which I heard in my own land about your words and your wisdom.  However I did not believe the words until I came and saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which I heard....Blessed be the Lord your God, who delighted in you, setting you on the throne of Israel! Because the Lord has loved Israel forever, therefore He made you king, to do justice and righteousness”....So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.  Now all the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.

“The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here” (Matt.12:42).  As great as Solomon was in wealth, culture, and military might, this son of David cannot even compare with the glory of the true Son of David, Your Son, O Lord.  The splendor of His kingdom and His wisdom far surpass that of Solomon or any king who ever lived.  He is King over all kings, and Lord over all lords.  Let us hear Him.  You are the One who raises up and casts down, O Lord, who gives riches or poverty, wisdom or foolishness, life and death (I Sam.2:6-7; Deut.8:18).  All that we have comes from You – time, talent, and treasure.  May we use them for Your glory, even this day.  Hold before us continually the kingdom, power and glory of Jesus Christ Your Son (Matt.6:13).

OCTOBER 8  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Kings 11:1-3 -- But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites -- from the nations of whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, "You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods." Solomon clung to these in love.  And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart.

What a warning to those who think that they stand (I Cor.10:12) -- to a nation, a leader, a professing believer, a husband – concerning pride, compromise, sexual temptation, and indifference to Your commands.  Give, O Lord, singleness of eye and purpose (Matt.6:22), a heart so set upon You and Your revealed will, that all such compromise may be clearly seen for what it is, avoided, and cast away.  Solomon surely must not have set out at first to bow before idols; the temptations must have been very subtle in the early stages; but later he became completely ensnared.  Let us take heed, lest we fall.  If Solomon, the wisest of men, could fall into such sin, let us not boastfully imagine it could not happen to us.  If we depend upon our own wisdom and power, we are lost.  “He who endures to the end shall be saved” (Mark 13:13).  Let us not boast, except of our weakness (II Cor.12:5).  Give us the grace to continually examine ourselves (II Cor.13:5), to keep close to You, to take nothing for granted, but walk in the closest fellowship with You day by day – today!

OCTOBER 9  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Kings 12:6-8, 15 -- Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood before his father Solomon while he still lived, and he said, "How do you advise me to answer these people?"  And they spoke to him, saying, "If you will be a servant to these people today, and serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants forever."  But he rejected the advice which the elders had given him, and consulted the young men who had grown up with him, who stood before him....So the king did not listen to the people; for the turn of events was from the Lord, that He might fulfill His word, which the Lord had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

We pray that You will give us wise counsel from others, O Lord, and that we will be open and sensitive to wisdom.  Give us discernment to sift through suggestions and advice and evaluate it according to Your word.  Especially give wisdom to Your elders as they counsel with one another.  “Where there is no guidance, a people falls; but in a multitude of counselors there is safety (Prov.11:14; also 9:8-9).  We see here also that You make even the wrath of men to praise You, O God (Psa.76:10).  None can frustrate Your perfect plans.  What a comfort to know that even the most wicked devices of the most powerful men are of no avail against Your will.  It is a comfort because there are so many today who continually plot against Your chosen ones, not even realizing that they are opposing You (Acts 5:39-40).  And even though they often bring misery and trouble, here is a promise that they cannot prevail.  May this assurance strengthen and motivate us to faithfulness in serving You today.

OCTOBER 10  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Kings 13:17-18 -- "For I have been told by the word of the Lord, 'You shall not eat bread nor drink water there, nor return by going the way you came.' ”  He said to him, "I too am a prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the Lord, saying, 'Bring him back with you to your house, that he may eat bread and drink water.' " (He was lying to him.)

When will Your servants ever learn that You do not contradict Your own word, O Lord?  Let us remember the warning of Your apostle, “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to You a gospel contrary to that which we preached, let him be accursed” (Gal.1:18).  May we be content with Your word, with its clarity and sufficiency, and seek no other, the way Balaam did (Num.22:19).  Give us a determination to obey Your word without delay, without equivocation, rationalization, or wavering.  Give us courage to stand firm against false prophecy, however well-meaning, which claims to replace what You have spoken.  May we have grace, insight, and courage to weigh all things by the scale of Your word and reject that which is contrary to it (I Thess.5:21).  May we have wisdom, even this day, to cast aside the subtle suggestions of the world, the flesh, and the devil, even though they come through the instrumentality of well-meaning people.  Prevent us from having the kind of guilt this older prophet must have had because of his own unfaithfulness and jealousy of a more faithful man of God.

OCTOBER 11  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Kings 14:25-27 -- It happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem.  And he took away the treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the king's house; he took away everything. He also took away all the gold shields which Solomon had made.  Then King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place, and committed them to the hands of the captains of the guard, who guarded the doorway of the king's house.

What a sad picture of glory departed.  A proud, glorious nation was reduced to servitude.  These shields of bronze were symbolic of the very nature of Rehoboam’s reign and of Israel itself during this period.  It was a sham, counterfeit kingdom, an imitation of the real glory which belonged to Solomon.  Open the eyes of the people of our day, O Lord, to see that our society is a hollow replica of the past, a society with a biblical and godly heritage, yet one that has long forsaken that foundation and is drifting, held together only by the remnants of Christian influence on our culture.  Lord, preserve Your church from going through the motions without the reality.  Keep us from having a form of godliness but denying the power of it (II Tim.3:5).  May the glory return to Your church and to our nation.  May the worship and life of Your people be genuine.  May our family’s own worship and life, and that of each individual, be obviously genuine.  Keep us from going through empty motions, even today (I Sam.4:21).

OCTOBER 12  -  MORNING
1 Kings 15:3-5 -- And he (Abijam) walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before him; his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David.  Nevertheless for David's sake the Lord his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, by setting up his son after him and by establishing Jerusalem;  because David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, and had not turned aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.

What an influence a good and godly ruler may have, even on generations and cultures to come.  O Lord, give us such rulers in our society, and may the elders of Your church be such rulers among Your people.  But also we see here how David’s one great sin marred his whole history and also affected generations to come.  Preserve us from falling, O Lord; show us how horrible sin is, and cause us to turn from temptation and deal decisively with it.  Preserve Your church and our society in this day because of godly men of the past, that their work will not be in vain.  Raise up godly rulers and people in our era, that a godly heritage may continue for many generations.

OCTOBER 12  -  EVENING

1 Kings 15:11-14 -- Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as did his father David.  And he banished the perverted persons from the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers had made. Also he removed Maachah his grandmother from being queen mother, because she had made an obscene image of Asherah. And Asa cut down her obscene image and burned it by the Brook Kidron.  But the high places were not removed. Nevertheless Asa's heart was loyal to the Lord all his days.

Reform is needed in state, church, family and individual life today!  O Lord, give us the courage of an Asa to remove immorality and idolatry, to speak against it, even when it is very costly and strikes very close to home.  Give us the desire and strength to deal decisively with such abominations in our own hearts and lives.  We see here that Asa was “a man of like passions” with us (Jas.5:17), not a superhuman saint to whom these things were easy or automatic, since he was not fully successful.  We thank You that the Scriptures do not gloss over the failings of Your people as biographies often do, but present men of God realistically and show that all men have feet of clay (Dan.2:33-35, 41-43).

OCTOBER 13  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Kings 16:30-31, 33 -- Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord, more than all who were before him.  And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and worshiped him....And Ahab made a wooden image. Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him.

The height of Israel’s wickedness is seen in the reign of Ahab, but subtle steps had led to this point, a degree at a time.  The people were receiving the leadership they deserved, and the toleration of Baal worship was coming to fruition.  Spare us, O Lord, from such leadership and from such religious compromise.  Baal worship is so appealing to the natural mind.  Give Your people wisdom to see its disastrous consequences.  Let our own nation not fall into the depths of depravity into which Israel fell in the days of Ahab.  We are certainly moving swiftly in that direction.  Open the eyes of the people of our land to see the horror of rebellion against You and Your law.

OCTOBER 14  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Kings 17:3-4, 9, 14 -- "Get away from here and turn eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. And it will be that you shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there....Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you....For thus says the Lord God of Israel: 'The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends rain on the earth.' "

You are the God of provision, O Lord.  You provided for the prophet in his time of material need and gave Your people Israel manna from heaven and water from the rock (Ex.16:14-15; 17:6).  You meet the needs of Your people in the midst of the greatest evil and in the hour of greatest affliction.  You have not promised us an easy life, O Lord; yet You have promised to meet every real need.  Help us to realistically assess what our true needs are and to rest content in Your provision (Phil.4:11-13).  We commit our family and its needs – physical and spiritual – into Your hands this day.  Give us diligence to work hard; give us trust in Your provision.  Meet the financial needs of those in the church who are struggling and the needs of the church itself.  Let not Your work go wanting because of lack of support.  Let us not complain about our station, but let us regularly consider the needs of others who are far less blessed materially.

OCTOBER 15  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Kings 18:17-18, 21 -- Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, "Is that you, O troubler of Israel?"  And he answered, "I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father's house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and have followed the Baals....And Elijah came to all the people, and said, "How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." But the people answered him not a word.

How tempted men are – and how tempted we are – to be double-minded (Jas.1:8), to try to hold on to “the best of both worlds,” to limp between two opinions.  How comfortable the pagan opinion and practice often seems, how easy it is to go along and not disturb men in their sins, and not be known as a “troubler in Israel.”  Give us courage, O Lord, to stand boldly for Your truth, to live it, and to break decisively with evil – in society and in ourselves.  Move Your ministers to faithfully set the clear alternative before the people as Elijah did.  There is such a temptation to water down the message, to blur the distinctives.  Keep us from doing that, even in a subtle way.  Let Your church faithfully and boldly proclaim the God who acts, in contrast to idols which cannot move or speak (Psa.115:7).  Give clarity of mind and speech, courage, love for You, Your cause, and Your people, that will move us to tell men, not what they want to hear, but what they need to hear, even if we become “troublers” and enemy (I Ki.21:20; Gal.4:16).

OCTOBER 16  -  MORNING
1 Kings 19:13-14, 18 -- So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"  And he said, "I have been very zealous for the Lord God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life”... "Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him."

Keep us, O God, from the cowardice of running away in the hour of testing, as Elijah did.  Keep us from self-pity, from feeling sorry for ourselves that we are so ineffectual; keep us from distracting anger.  We have often felt like Elijah, thinking we are the only ones left who stand for Your truth.  Prevent us from focusing our attention upon ourselves and forgetting Your sovereignty.  Open our eyes to see that You are in control of all the events of human history as well as all the events of our own lives.  You have said, “By Me kings reign” (Prov.8:15).  “The King’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He will” (Prov.21:1).  Open our eyes to see that You still have many faithful people.  Forgive us for looking for “results” in the realm of the spectacular and ignoring the “still small voice” of Your word, and its outworking in Your hand of providence (Isa.55:10-11).  Give us trust for today.  Give us zeal in serving You.

OCTOBER 16  -  EVENING

1 Kings 19:19-20 -- So he departed from there, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he was with the twelfth. Then Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle on him.  And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah, and said, "Please let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you." And he said to him, "Go back again, for what have I done to you?"

We are not prophets, and we do not follow the call of a prophet, or raise up prophets after us, as Elijah did.  Yet You have called us to follow in the steps of godly men and disciple godly men to take our place.  Remind us today that we do not start afresh, as if no one else has gone before.  We stand in a long line of godly people whom You have called and commissioned to proclaim Your truth.  Their mantle has fallen upon us, and particularly upon Your ministers who preach Your word on a regular basis.  Give us great appreciation for what has gone before, and let us learn the lessons of the past.  Let us be filled with praise and adoration to You for what You have done.  “For all the saints who from their labors rest, who Thee by faith before the world confessed, Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.  Hallelujah!”  And let us also be very conscious of the need to pass the mantle on to others, to prepare others to take up where we have left off and to continue to proclaim Your world and kingdom (II Tim.2:2).  Give us the grace to sacrifice the oxen, leave all, and follow Christ.

OCTOBER 17  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Kings 20:13, 23 -- Suddenly a prophet approached Ahab king of Israel, saying, "Thus says the Lord: 'Have you seen all this great multitude? Behold, I will deliver it into your hand today, and you shall know that I am the Lord.' "....Then the servants of the king of Syria said to him, "Their gods are gods of the hills. Therefore they were stronger than we; but if we fight against them in the plain, surely we will be stronger than they.

Your enemies have such limited and localized views of Your power, O Lord.  And sometimes even Your own people conceive of You in restricted ways (Gen.28:16-17).  Deliver us from any such weak views of You; forgive us for ever thinking of You as a localized god and not the all powerful, omnipresent God You are.  Give us an intellectual and experimental conception of You as the all knowing, all wise, unlimited, perfect One.  You are the God who vindicates Your own name and honor, and those who belong to You are delivered because You are true to Your word and character. How gracious You were, even to a wicked man like Ahab, to give him this demonstration of Your nature.  Such a demonstration should have led him to repentance (Rom.2:4).  Please demonstrate Your power to us and through us.  Let us live today in the light of all Your divine attributes, trusting in You, and obeying Your commands.  For You are the God of the valleys as well as the God of the mountains.

OCTOBER 18  -  MORNING

1 Kings 21:4-5, 7 -- So Ahab went into his house sullen and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, "I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers." And he lay down on his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no food.  But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, "Why is your spirit so sullen that you eat no food?"...Then Jezebel his wife said to him, "You now exercise authority over Israel! Arise, eat food, and let your heart be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite."

Our sinful human nature pouts when it does not get its own way.  If we live according to the flesh we will die, but if we live according to the Spirit, and by the Spirit put to death the deeds of the body, we will live (Rom.8:13).  How much remaining sin there is in us, O Lord, how much selfishness and covetousness, murmuring and rebellion.  We are not tempted to kill and get a plot of land, as Ahab was, but we are crushed when we don’t get our own way, and we are envious of others and covetous of what others have, in material possessions or spiritual gifts.  Give us true contentment (Phil.4:11-12) and longing to please You.  Make our chief joy to please You, and then we will not be concerned about what others have or what we have.

OCTOBER 18  -  EVENING
1 Kings 21:20, 25-26 -- So Ahab said to Elijah, "Have you found me, O my enemy?" And he answered, "I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the sight of the Lord”...But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel his wife stirred him up.  And he behaved very abominably in following idols, according to all that the Amorites had done, whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel.

When we see the example of the very worst of men, remind us that, “There but for the grace of God go I.”  “Let him who thinks that he stands take heed, lest he fall” (I Cor.10:12).  Let us see Ahab’s responsibility; his wife Jezebel “incited” him, and yet he is the one held responsible for his evil and the evil of the nation under him.  Let us never shun blame for our own sin and put the blame upon others to excuse ourselves (Gen.3:12-13).  Let us also see here Your mercy and grace toward Your people; salvation is only by Your grace.  Let us not fail to pray for the most wicked men; let us not give them up as “hopeless.”  Yet let us also faithfully pray against those who are “enemies” of You, O God, and of Your people.  Preserve our nation from Ahabs, especially those whose wickedness is subtle and less easily seen.  May we be willing to be thought an enemy by those who do evil (Gal.4:16).

OCTOBER 19  -  MORNING

1 Kings 22:13-14 -- Then the messenger who had gone to call Micaiah spoke to him, saying, "Now listen, the words of the prophets with one accord encourage the king. Please, let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak encouragement."  And Micaiah said, "As the Lord lives, whatever the Lord says to me, that I will speak."

What strong pressure there is upon the people of God in every age—pressure to conform, to compromise, to tickle ears, to say what people want to hear, what the majority of people believe.  We are also tempted to speak smooth words that do not offend or stir up strife.  People of every era say, “Speak to us smooth things, prophecy delusions” (Isa.30:10; Ezek.33:31-33).  Scripture warns that, “the time is coming when people will not endure sound doctrine, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own likings” (II Tim.4:3).  And there are always those who say to those who despise the word of the Lord, “It shall be well with you;” and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, “No evil shall come upon you” (Jer.23:17).  Give us the courage of a Micaiah, O Lord, that will compel us to say only what You have revealed and all that You have revealed, to preach the word in season and out of season, to proclaim the whole counsel of God, including the unpopular elements like judgment and repentance.  May we be faithful, by Your grace, not turning aside from any aspect of the message, as far as its application to our own life or the life of others (I Tim.4:2; Acts 20:27).

OCTOBER 19  -  EVENING
1 Kings 22:30, 34 -- And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "I will disguise myself and go into battle; but you put on your robes." So the king of Israel disguised himself and went into battle....Now a certain man drew a bow at random, and struck the king of Israel between the joints of his armor. So he said to the driver of his chariot, "Turn around and take me out of the battle, for I am wounded."

What an amazing example of Your sovereign will and power, O God!  What appears from the human side to be an insignificant act of an unknown and unimportant soldier drawing his bow “at a venture,” is the fulfilling of Your providential design to the smallest detail.  But nothing merely “happens” apart from Your plan; nothing can frustrate or turn aside Your all-encompassing decree.  How foolish is an Ahab who thinks he can hide from the arrow of judgment by disguising his clothes!  Give us a sense of wonder at the outworking of Your will in history, a trust in Your plans for our own lives, and a love for You as our heavenly Father, who is working all things together for good for those who love You and who are called according to your purpose (Rom.8:28).  Overthrow the wicked plans of the Ahabs of our own day.  Show them they are but men, and that the Lord rules (Psa.9:19-20)
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