AUGUST 11  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Samuel 1:11 --Then she made a vow and said, "O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head."

Lord, You give children as a gift, not in the same way that Samuel was given to Hannah, as a miraculous answer to a specific prayer.  But nevertheless You give offspring as a stewardship, entrusting children to us for a time, that we might bring them up in the discipline of the Lord (Psa.127:3; 128:3; Eph.6:4).  May we also return our children to You, claim them for You, teach them to love You, even though we are not called to give them up in the same physical way that Hannah did when she brought Samuel to the tabernacle to serve with Eli and keep the Nazirite vow.  Give us a sense of the seriousness of this responsibility, as well as the joy that comes with it.  Receive our offspring, for they are your creation, and give them the gifts of faith and repentance, that they may be doubly Yours and willing to serve You all their lives.  We pray for all the parents and children of the congregation, that these solemn privileges and obligations may be continually before us all.  We pray for those who are without children, that You will give them children if it is Your will, and that You will give them trust in You and the desire to live their lives for You, whatever their status may be.

AUGUST 11  -  EVENING
1 Samuel 2:6, 12, 25, 30 -- "The Lord kills and makes alive; He brings down to the grave and brings up”....Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the Lord...."If one man sins against another, God will judge him. But if a man sins against the Lord, who will intercede for him?" Nevertheless they did not heed the voice of their father, because the Lord desired to kill them.... "Therefore the Lord God of Israel says: 'I said indeed that your house and the house of your father would walk before Me forever.' But now the Lord says: 'Far be it from Me; for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.’ ”

What a beautiful blending there is in this chapter between Your sovereignty and man’s responsibility, O Lord.  Let us not shrink back from the strongest declaration of Your sovereignty -–You kill and You bring to life; it is Your purpose to slay wicked men.  Neither let us neglect to condemn the sins of men and call upon them to repent.  Let us see and acknowledge Your sovereignty in our own lives, and at the same time let us fully accept the blame for our own sin and its consequences.  May we honor You in all of our life.  In Your providence and plan, and the instrumentality of our prayers and instruction, may our children listen to the voice of the Father and have regard for the Lord.

AUGUST 12  -  MORNING
1 Samuel 2:17, 22-23 -- Therefore the sin of the young men was very great before the Lord, for men abhorred the offering of the Lord....Now Eli was very old; and he heard everything his sons did to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.  So he said to them, "Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all the people.

Let Eli serve as a warning to us and to all Your people, especially to those who are rulers among Your people.  He had to hear from the people what his sons were like;  he did not seem to know their character from his own personal contact with them.  May we be very sensitive to our own children’s spiritual condition, pray for them earnestly, and exhort them out of concern for Your glory and their own good.  Remove, O Lord, from Your church the reproach of ungodly children.   Remind us of the sins of Eli, and of David, who had not rebuked his son Adonijah at any time by saying, “Why have you done so?” (I Ki.1:6).  Give us close, firm, bold, and gentle contact with our physical and spiritual children, calling them to account.

AUGUST 12  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 2:26, 35 -- And the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with the Lord and men....'Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who shall do according to what is in My heart and in My mind. I will build him a sure house, and he shall walk before My anointed forever.’

May we see such healthy growth in our own children, Lord, strong and healthy bodies, ability to interact with others socially, and most of all growth in favor with You.  May we ourselves be making progress physically, intellectually, socially, and spiritually.  Our great example in well-rounded growth is none other than our Savior, who “increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52).  He is that faithful priest to whom all the prophets, priests, and kings of the old covenant pointed.  We thank You for faithful leaders like Samuel who foreshadowed the coming of Christ.  They all, in a faint and feeble way, predicted and prepared for His coming.  The great contrast to all unfaithful leaders, and the great example for all godly rulers is none other than the true Prophet, Priest, and King – our Savior, Jesus Christ.
AUGUST 13  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Samuel 3:1, 4-5, 10, 13 -- Then the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no widespread revelation....the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, "Here I am!"   So he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called me." And he said, "I did not call; lie down again." And he went and lay down....Now the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel answered, "Speak, for Your servant hears."  “...I  will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them.”

How “rare” and “out of season” Your word is in our own day, O Lord, how little read, loved, preached, and obeyed.  May Your servants in the ministry today be men who hear, heed, and proclaim Your word faithfully, men who say from the heart, “Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening.”  May they proclaim even that hard word of judgment which is so unpopular, yet so needed.  And may their own house be in order.  May they, and all of us, faithfully restrain our children and keep them from blaspheming the name of the Lord, in word, action, or attitude.  Give our children faith and repentance.  Draw them irresistibly to Yourself.  Use us to proclaim the word of life to them.  Give Your people ears to hear, wills to obey, hunger and thirst to know, and understanding to follow the teaching of Your law.  When Your Spirit applies the word directly to any situation in our lives, give us grace to answer from the heart, “Speak, for Your servants hear.”

AUGUST 14  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Samuel 4:3, 21 -- And when the people had come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, "Why has the Lord defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord from Shiloh to us, that when it comes among us it may save us from the hand of our enemies." ....Then she named the child Ichabod, saying, "The glory has departed from Israel!" because the ark of God had been captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband.

How foolish men are to think that they can manipulate You, O God, and by any motions or actions cause You to be on their side or come to their rescue, when their hearts are in rebellion against Your clear commands.  Forbid it, Lord, that we should think that because of a mechanical reading of Your word, perfunctory prayer, or motions of worship, You are bound to be favorable to us.  You require obedience rather than sacrifice (I Sam. 15:22).  Cause all Your people, and especially our own congregation, to see clearly that You are not bound to bless our efforts if we turn aside from Your word.  Let not “Ichabod” be written over our society, or over the church, our presbytery, congregation, or over us and our ministry.  Though the glory may depart, You never fail.  Your will is accomplished in spite of the faithlessness of men.

AUGUST 15  -  MORNING

1 Samuel 5:2-4 -- When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it into the temple of Dagon and set it by Dagon.  And when the people of Ashdod arose early in the morning, there was Dagon, fallen on its face to the earth before the ark of the Lord. So they took Dagon and set it in its place again.   And when they arose early the next morning, there was Dagon, fallen on its face to the ground before the ark of the Lord. The head of Dagon and both the palms of its hands were broken off on the threshold; only Dagon's torso was left of it.

You are a great God, O Lord, and a great King above all gods...all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens (Psa.95:3; 96:5).  All the gods of men are man-made figments of their imaginations, made in their own image.  You will dash all false gods and rule supreme.  Here is a token of Your absolute sovereignty, as a pagan god is broken in pieces before You.  You will have no others gods before Your face (Ex.20:3).  All gods must fall before You, and all men as well.  May we long for the time when all idols, all nations, all people, every knee, will bow before You to acknowledge You to be the only true and living God (Phil.2:10-11).  May idols topple this day – anything men set up in Your place – may they fall and crash, be destroyed, and be revealed to have no power – to be the nothingnesses they are!  Smash all Your rivals in our own lives, O Lord!

AUGUST 15  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 6:13-14, 19-20 -- Now the people of Beth Shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley; and they lifted their eyes and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it.  Then the cart came into the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and stood there; a large stone was there. So they split the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering to the Lord....Then He struck the men of Beth Shemesh, because they had looked into the ark of the Lord. He struck fifty thousand and seventy men of the people, and the people lamented because the Lord had struck the people with a great slaughter.  And the men of Beth Shemesh said, "Who is able to stand before this holy Lord God? And to whom shall it go up from us?"

Fill us with awe in the presence of Your great holiness, O God.  How strange such accounts in Scripture seem to our ears because we have so little appreciation of Your divine majesty and power – Uzzah’s being struck down for steadying the ark (II Sam.6:6-7), Moses’ not being allowed to enter the promised land for striking the rock (Num.20:12), and here the incident in which the men of Beth Shemesh died “merely” for looking into the ark.  But we are taught here that You are “the One who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no mortal eye has seen or ever can see, to whom must be ascribed honor and everlasting power” (I Tim.6:16).  Give Your people a true Biblical fear. 

AUGUST 16  -  MORNING
1 Samuel 7:3, 8, 12 -- Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, "If you return to the Lord with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your hearts for the Lord, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines."...So the children of Israel said to Samuel, "Do not cease to cry out to the Lord our God for us, that He may save us from the hand of the Philistines."....Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen, and called its name Ebenezer, saying, "Thus far the Lord has helped us."

“Here I raise mine ‘Ebenezer;’ hither by Thy help I’m come.   And I hope by Thy good pleasure safely to arrive at home.”  Our salvation and our very lives, moment by moment, we owe to You.  We are completely dependent upon Your grace.  Let us never forget it.  Though we have raised no physical “stone of help,” impress deeply upon our minds our utter dependence upon You.  Give us victory over the enemies of God.  May we live gratefully and responsibly today.  May we continually recount Your mighty deeds in the history of redemption and in our own lives before Your people and the world.  Be on the lips and in the hearts of Your people continually, O Lord!

AUGUST 16  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 8:7 --And the Lord said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.”

We see here something of Your sovereign plan, Lord, which overrules and frustrates all the devices and sins of men.  Israel desired a king like the nations around them, and their intent was evil; yet Your plan to allow a king was accomplished by Your own unchangeable decree.  Help us to maintain this Scriptural balance in seeking to understand life – even our own lives – and let us not turn to the right hand or to the left (Josh.1:7).  Let us take full responsibility for our own sin and call upon others to take full accountability – yet let us never imagine that we have frustrated Your plan.  May Your people today not reject You from being king over us, or say, “We will not have this man to rule over us” (Luke 19:14).  Give us humble submission to Your authority and to that of every legitimate ruler in church and state.  Prevent us from desiring rulers who will do everything for us, like the rulers of the other nations.  But give us godly rulers who will enforce Your law.  It was not wrong for the people to desire a king (Deut. 17:14-20), but they wanted the wrong kind of king and for the wrong reasons.

AUGUST 17  -  MORNING

1 Samuel 8:11, 13, 15, 17, 19-20 -- And he said, "This will be the behavior of the king who will reign over you: He will take your sons and appoint them for his own chariots and to be his horsemen, and some will run before his chariots....He will take your daughters to be perfumers, cooks, and bakers....He will take a tenth of your grain and your vintage, and give it to his officers and servants....He will take a tenth of your sheep. And you will be his servants”.... Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, "No, but we will have a king over us, that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles."

Open the eyes of the people of our land, O Lord, to see that the giving away of responsibility means the giving away of freedom.  If we do not tithe to You, we will tithe to the state.  Deliver us from the desire to be like the other nations on the earth, from the desire to have our rulers do everything for us.  Give us first, submission to You as our King, then give us godly rulers who will govern according to Your word.  We must confess that our own inclination is to have it the “easy” way, with someone else fighting our battles for us, someone we can see, someone strong in the arm of the flesh, like Saul.  Subdue every evil attitude and give us no other desire than that the Lord alone rule over us.  Give You church this desire as well.

AUGUST 17  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 9:1-2 --There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. And he had a choice and handsome son whose name was Saul. There was not a more handsome person than he among the children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.

Man looks upon the outward appearance, but You, O Lord, look upon the heart (16:7).  Saul had all the qualifications for being king, as far as appearance and gifts were concerned.  He was like Absalom: “in all Israel there was no one so much to be praised for his beauty...from the soul of his foot to the crown of his head, there was no blemish in him” (II Sam.14:25).  And yet neither of these men was qualified to be king.  May our nation and Your church not look for outward appearance as the qualification for their leadership, for social prominence or position.  May our speech and our message not be in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Sprit and power (I Cor.2:4).

AUGUST 18  -  MORNING

1 Samuel 10:10-12 -- When they came there to the hill, there was a group of prophets to meet him; then the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them.  And it happened, when all who knew him formerly saw that he indeed prophesied among the prophets, that the people said to one another, "What is this that has come upon the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?"  Then a man from there answered and said, "But who is their father?" Therefore it became a proverb: "Is Saul also among the prophets?"

How incongruous it seemed to the people of Gibeah that Saul should be among those prophesying.  He must have been the last person they would have expected to see in such a company, performing such a function, as a mouthpiece of God.  Was his life so ungodly that “Saul among the prophets” could have become a proverb?  Lord God, let it not seem inconsistent that we should be among those proclaiming Your truth.  We pray especially for those who lead Your church and preach Your gospel, that their lives would be lives of such godliness that Your people would expect to find them in the company of godly men with Your word in their mouths. May it seem entirely consistent to those who know them and sit under their preaching and teaching that they are among the proclaimers of Your truth.  Give a faithful and consistent witness to all who profess to be Your people.

AUGUST 18  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 10:16, 21-22, 25 -- So Saul said to his uncle, "He told us plainly that the donkeys had been found." But about the matter of the kingdom, he did not tell him what Samuel had said....When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri was chosen. And Saul the son of Kish was chosen. But when they sought him, he could not be found.  Therefore they inquired of the Lord further, "Has the man come here yet?" And the Lord answered, "There he is, hidden among the equipment." Then Samuel explained to the people the behavior of royalty, and wrote it in a book and laid it up before the Lord. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house.

How important are “the rights and duties of kingship” in Your scheme of things, O Lord, the obligations, responsibilities, authority, and qualifications of those who rule, especially for those who rule over Your church.  How sad to see in Saul and man of such contradictions – qualified as far as outward appearance and gifts are concerned, but lacking in courage, and especially in godliness.  Please do not let such men rule over us, O Lord, but give us men who know You and earnestly seek Your will, even though they may not have the public presence and appeal of a Saul.  Raise up among us such people to rule in Your church as well as over the state.  May we  be such people ourselves.

AUGUST 19  -  MORNING

1 Samuel 11:6 --Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard this news, and his anger was greatly aroused.

There is no contradiction between having Your Spirit and having the right kind of anger, O Lord.  In fact, having Your Holy Spirit necessitates having anger toward that which arouses Your anger.  Impress this truth upon us and cause us to be moved by it.  Keep us from wrong, selfish anger which is chiefly emotional, but give us righteous indignation for Your cause and on behalf of Your people.  May we be angry when we see opposition and persecution of the innocent and the righteous.   May we know something of the pure, holy anger of Christ as He saw the hardness of heart and self-righteousness of the Pharisees (Mark 3:5) and as He drove the money changers from the temple (John 2:14-17; Matt.21:12-13).  Teach us to “be angry and sin not” (Eph.4:26).  Give us leaders whose anger will be aroused at the oppression which wicked men show toward the helpless, the way Saul’s anger was aroused when Nahash the Ammonite  sought to bring the people of Jabesh Gilead into subjection.  On many other occasions Saul’s anger was selfish and proud anger, but here he is angry for the right reason.  There is much injustice and oppression by wicked men around us.  Raise up those who are filled with indignation toward wicked deeds and who will do something about injustice – not just Sauls whose anger was sporadic and inconsistent.

AUGUST 19  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 11:14-15 -- Then Samuel said to the people, "Come, let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there."  So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There they made sacrifices of peace offerings before the Lord, and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.

Gilgal was a place of great significance – the first place the people camped in the conquest of the promised land, and the headquarters to which they returned again and again (Josh.4:19-20; 5:8-10; 9:6; 10:6-15; 12:23; 14:6; 15:7).  Now, in the establishment of the kingdom and the retaking of the land, Israel returned to Gilgal again.  We, too, must come back over and over to the “first things” of the kingdom, to the basic teachings of Your gospel, O Lord, to Jesus Christ and His cross, to the forgiveness of sins, to Your gracious promises, to that place where sin is “rolled away,” to Gilgal.  Cause Your people today to “remember and return” to the place of Your blessing and provision, as Jacob returned to Bethel, and Israel to Gilgal, where the reproach of Egypt was “rolled away.”  The reproach of our sin has been rolled away.  Let us never forget (Josh.4:20-21; 5:7-9; Gen.35:1-3).

AUGUST 20  -  MORNING

1 Samuel 12:3, 7 -- "Here I am. Witness against me before the Lord and before His anointed: Whose ox have I taken, or whose donkey have I taken, or whom have I cheated? Whom have I oppressed, or from whose hand have I received any bribe with which to blind my eyes? I will restore it to you....Now therefore, stand still, that I may reason with you before the Lord concerning all the righteous acts of the Lord which He did to you and your fathers...”

We see here the need for the faithful proclamation of the mighty acts of God in salvation, joined with the need for faithful living on the part of the messenger.  Samuel could plead with the people on behalf of the Lord and plead with the Lord on behalf of the people; but he could do that only with the background of his holy living (12:23).  Without consistency of life his proclamation would be futile and hypocritical.  He could ask such questions without shame and challenge the people to testify against him if they could.  Let our leaders and all of us be able to ask such questions of Your people without shame (I Tim.3:2).  Remind us that Samuel’s sons could not (8:3).  May our lives and the life of our family and congregation be a faithful witness to the gospel.

AUGUST 20  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 12:20-23 -- Then Samuel said to the people, "Do not fear. You have done all this wickedness; yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. And do not turn aside; for then you would go after empty things which cannot profit or deliver, for they are nothing.  For the Lord will not forsake His people, for His great name's sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make you His people.  Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way.”

Give our leaders in the church the same attitude that Samuel had toward Israel, O Lord, that they may faithfully exhort Your people on the basis of Your word and fervently pray for them.  It would be sin on their part – sin against You and sin against Your people – if they fail to pray for them.  And it would be sin on the part of Your people if they fail to pray for their leaders and for one another.  Apart from You, without Your presence and power, our leaders and people can do nothing (John 15:4-5).   We are a people of God only because it has pleased You to make us Your people.  Keep these warnings continually before us, that we will not turn aside from following You, but serve You with all our hearts.  Keep us from turning aside after vain things which cannot profit or save.

AUGUST 21  -  MORNING

1 Samuel 13:7-9 -- And some of the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling.  Then he waited seven days, according to the time set by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him.  So Saul said, "Bring a burnt offering and peace offerings here to me." And he offered the burnt offering.

How impatient we get, O Lord; how tempted we are to take things into our own hands and do them our own way, thinking that Your way takes too long or is too hard.  Keep us from acting on expediency, from pragmatism that prevents us from waiting upon You, trusting You, and obeying You.  Let us not rely on the weapons of the flesh, “for the weapons of our warfare are not worldly but have divine power to destroy strongholds” (II Cor.10:4).  “The arm of flesh will fail you, you dare not trust your own.”  We, like Saul, get in a hurry and want action “right now.”  And we, too, launch out in our own wisdom and power.  But You desire obedience rather than sacrifice (15:22; Hosea 6:6).  May we go forth to do battle today against the spiritual hosts of wickedness, in Your strength, leaving our vindication and defense to You, seeking to obey You even in the smallest detail.  Give us hearts to obey completely, explicitly, immediately, persistently.  

AUGUST 21  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 13:13-14 -- And Samuel said to Saul, "You have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.  But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you."

Give rulers in church and state a sense of fear and trembling before You, O Lord, knowing that You put down the mighty from their thrones and exalt those of low degree (Luke 1:52).  The rule of foolish wicked men shall not continue, but shall be overthrown.  As Your elders seek to be faithful shepherds among Your people under Christ the Chief Shepherd (I Pet.5:1-4), remind them and us that if they turn their backs on Your commands they will ultimately be overthrown and all their efforts will come to nothing.  May we truly be “men after God’s own heart.”  Ultimately that phrase points to Christ, the Son of David, whom You have appointed Prince over Your people (Acts 13:22).  We thank You, and know all our righteousness comes from Christ alone.
AUGUST 22  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Samuel 14:6 --Then Jonathan said to the young man who bore his armor, "Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that the Lord will work for us. For nothing restrains the Lord from saving by many or by few."

Overwhelming odds are nothing to You, O Lord, for You have all power and are in control of all things.  You can use many or few to accomplish Your work; You can use that which is great in the eyes of men, or that which is lowly, weak, foolish, and even that which is despised (I Cor.1:26-29).  We pray that You will use us to accomplish Your will and to glorify Your name.  Let us expect great things from You and attempt great things for You.  Let us launch out in faith and conquer, as Jonathan did on this occasion.  Forgive us that we are so easily impressed and intimidated by numbers or brute force, or forceful personality, or quick intellect, or education, or degrees.  Remind us that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us (Phil.4:13).  But without Him we can do nothing (John 15:5).  Nothing can hinder You from doing Your will.  “The battle is the Lord’s” (I Sam.17:47; II Chron.14:11; 20:12,15; Deut.20:1-4).

AUGUST 23  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Samuel 15:20-23 -- And Saul said to Samuel, "But I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and gone on the mission on which the Lord sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.  "But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal."  Then Samuel said: "Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being king."

How easily men deceive themselves and convince themselves and others that what they are doing is right.  How easy it is to go through the motions of ritualism and totally ignore Your revealed will.  Saul’s self-deception is especially seen in the way he refers to You as Samuel’s God, “the Lord your God.”  He cannot honestly refer to You as his own God and Lord, as his heart is in rebellion against You.  Save us from such deception, O Lord, and give us the earnest desire to please You above everything else.  Give us “a heart resigned, submissive, meek, our great Redeemer’s throne; where Christ alone is heard to speak, where Jesus reigns alone.”  How easy it is to busy ourselves in work – even good work – and yet fail to obey.  Call us to unquestioning obedience.

AUGUST 24  -  MORNING

1 Samuel 16:6-7 -- So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, "Surely the Lord's anointed is before Him."  But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."

How often we see “as man sees,” looking upon the outward appearance, judging people by their looks or poise or ability to speak, their education or technical skill.  You are not indifferent to these things, O Lord, for whatever gifts anyone has, they are from You and are given for the purpose of glorifying You.  Yet the first consideration from Your perspective is the condition of the heart.  Make it ours as well.  Your eyes run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Yourself strong on behalf of those whose hearts are loyal to You (II Chron.16:9).  May we be such men, as David was, “a man after God’s own heart” (I Sam.13:14; Acts 13:22).  He was not perfect – he sinned and fell grievously.  Yet the overall thrust and perspective of his life was to seek You and please You.  

AUGUST 24  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 16:13-14 -- Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.  But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a distressing spirit from the Lord troubled him.

This anointing of the Spirit is clearly not the initial indwelling of the Spirit bringing salvation, but the special empowering of the Spirit for service.  As David was anointed king, he was anointed with Your Spirit, filled with the Spirit, enabling him to carry out those great acts of conquest to which You were calling him.  Though we may not face in our lives this day the same kind of awesome challenges which David faced as he became king over a divided nation, we also stand in great need of the empowering of Your Spirit as we serve You.  Your preachers and pastors especially need power from on high as they prepare and proclaim Your word, O Lord.  Without You we can do nothing.  Fill us with Your Spirit.  Come upon us in great power and bring glory to Your own name.  You are sovereign over all the affairs of the world and over Your own people.  You send the Spirit of the Lord or an evil spirit to torment.  Protect us from the evil one and send Your Holy Spirit.

AUGUST 25  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Samuel 17:45-47 -- Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.  Then all this assembly shall know that the Lord does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and He will give you into our hands."

The enemy is so overwhelming at times that we tremble in fear and cringe like cowards, O Lord.  At other times we are complacent and ignore the subtle destructive power of the evil one.  Remind us today that the battle is the Lord’s.  We wrestle not against flesh and blood, and the weapons of our warfare are not worldly, but have divine power to destroy strongholds (Eph.6:12; II Cor.10:4).  Give us confidence and boldness today and determination to slay the enemy in Your strength alone.  Forgive us for measuring by worldly standards, for evaluating others according to wisdom, might, and nobility.  You have told us that “not many mighty are called” (I Cor.1:26).  Forgive us for measuring our own capabilities by humanistic standards and forgetting that we can do all things through Him who strengthens us (Phil.4:13).  Let us faithfully wage war today, not in our own strength nor for our own glory.

AUGUST 26  -  MORNING
1 Samuel 18:1-4 -- ... the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul....Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.  And Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, even to his sword and his bow and his belt.

What a wonderful blessing is godly friendship, Lord.  We experience so little of it, partly because of our own selfishness and complacency, because we are afraid of such close friendship, afraid for our sinfulness and inadequacy to be known.  Break down all such barriers in us, and give us friendships that will knit our souls to others.  We pray especially for one such friendship that would be a means of Your sustaining, encouraging, and strengthening us, and a means of increasing our ministry, a means of service for us, a lesson in unselfishness.  Give Your people such close friendships within the church that we will literally give each other “the shirt off our backs” if necessary.  Let no one say that any of the things which he possesses is his own (Acts 4:32).  Let us step aside from honor and position in deference to one another, as Jonathan did (Rom.12:10,16).

AUGUST 26  -  EVENING
1 Samuel 18:8-9, 12, 15, 29 -- Then Saul was very angry, and the saying displeased him; and he said, "They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed only thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?"   So Saul eyed David from that day forward....Now Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him, but had departed from Saul....Therefore, when Saul saw that he behaved very wisely, he was afraid of him....and Saul was still more afraid of David. So Saul became David's enemy continually.

May Your enemies stand in awe of Your people, O Lord, because of Your blessing upon us and because of our faithfulness.  Cause us to sorrow because the enemies of God are not more afraid of us than they are.  We are not as faithful as we should be, and the contrast is not as stark as it should be.  May we not seek to cause offence, but may any offense that comes be because of the truth of Your gospel.  We see here also what a terrible thing jealousy is, O Lord.  Saul’s pride welled up in him because of the praise others were giving to David.  Keep us from such pride and jealousy, and let love rejoice in the right and in the prosperity, success, and blessing of the righteous.

AUGUST 27  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Samuel 19:1-2, 10-11 -- Now Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David; but Jonathan, Saul's son, delighted greatly in David.  So Jonathan told David, saying, "My father Saul seeks to kill you. Therefore please be on your guard until morning, and stay in a secret place and hide”....Then Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away from Saul's presence; and he drove the spear into the wall. So David fled and escaped that night.  Saul also sent messengers to David's house to watch him and to kill him in the morning. And Michal, David's wife, told him, saying, "If you do not save your life tonight, tomorrow you will be killed."

No one is seeking to take our physical lives, O Lord, yet there are those who “lie in wait” for us in many ways, seeking to frustrate our plans, becoming easily offended at everything we say or do, even wanting to see us lose our jobs and be forced to resign and move away.  May Your hand of protection be upon us as it was upon David, Your anointed.  Put a hedge around us as You did around him, that no one should attack us to harm us (Acts 18:10).  Also give us faithful friends to warn us of danger, and Jonathan and Michal warned David, to warn us of plots, but also to warn us of our own sin and of foolish plans on our part.

AUGUST 28  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Samuel 20:13-16 – “... the Lord be with you as He has been with my father.  And you shall not only show me the kindness of the Lord while I still live, that I may not die;  but you shall not cut off your kindness from my house forever, no, not when the Lord has cut off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth."  So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, "Let the Lord require it at the hand of David's enemies."

May we have this attitude of Jonathan, a willingness to step aside and take second place, to see others in the place of honor and blessing, to allow others to have the pre-eminence, without jealousy and envy.  Our natural inclination is to protect our own rights, position, security, and honor.  Give us a true selflessness, O Lord.  Enable us to put Your glory first and the good of others ahead of our own.  Enable us to “love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in showing honor” (Rom.12:10)...not as those who “look out for their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ” (Phil.2:21).  May such a concern in us be obvious to those who know us, that we are not promoting our own cause, but Yours.  As we see others preach Your word or use their gifts, may we have no envy of them but rejoice that Christ is proclaimed (Phil.1:15-16).  May we be willing to decrease, that Christ may increase (John 3:30).

AUGUST 29  -  MORNING

1 Samuel 21:4-6 -- And the priest answered David and said, "There is no common bread on hand; but there is holy bread, if the young men have at least kept themselves from women."  Then David answered the priest, and said to him, "Truly, women have been kept from us about three days since I came out. And the vessels of the young men are holy, and the bread is in effect common, even though it was sanctified in the vessel this day."  So the priest gave him holy bread; for there was no bread there but the showbread which had been taken from before the Lord, in order to put hot bread in its place on the day when it was taken away.

Our Lord used this incident as an example to the Pharisees when they criticized his disciples for plucking grain on the Sabbath (Matt.12:3-4).  It shows us how Your law graciously allows specific exceptions in case of human need.  Christ is Lord of the Sabbath, and the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  Give us hearts to know and keep Your whole law, O Lord.  We thank You that it includes such thoughtful provision for our needs.  We thank You for the table of showbread which symbolized the manna in the wilderness and Your provision for Your people, and ultimately Christ as the Bread of Life (John 6:35) and spiritual sustenance in Him.  Give us today our daily bread (Matt.6:11), and make us aware of the fact that it comes from You.

1 Samuel 21:12-15 -- Now David took these words to heart, and was very much afraid of Achish the king of Gath.  So he changed his behavior before them, feigned madness in their hands, scratched on the doors of the gate, and let his saliva fall down on his beard.  Then Achish said to his servants, "Look, you see the man is insane. Why have you brought him to me?  Have I need of madmen, that you have brought this fellow to play the madman in my presence? Shall this fellow come into my house?"

What a pitiful sight, O Lord, to see Your anointed grovel before the heathen in this way.  What a low point in David’s life, that he should be afraid and pretend to be mad.  You word does not gloss over the sins of Your choice servants, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Elijah, or David.  Remind us, O God, of our own sin, and our inclination to compromise and bear poor witness to Your kingdom.  May the witness of Your people before the world be faithful and consistent.  May our concern not be for our own skin, but for the glory of You O God.
AUGUST 29  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 22:1-2 -- David therefore departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And when his brothers and all his father's house heard it, they went down there to him.  And everyone who was in distress, everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him. So he became captain over them. And there were about four hundred men with him.

What an army!  Not trained, experienced, disciplined fighting men, but a motley collection of the disenfranchised, the downcast, the off-scouring of society (I Cor.4:10,13), those in distress, in debt, the discontented.  You often gather such a group to do Your work, O Lord, that it may be obvious that it is Your power that has accomplished it, and that You may receive the glory.  It was true of Gideon’s band of 300 (Judges 7:2), our Lord’s disciples, and our own church today.  “God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.  God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God” (I Cor.1:27-28).  Teach us to give You the glory for whatever is accomplished in Your kingdom.

AUGUST 30  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Samuel 23:12, 26-28 -- Then David said, "Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul?" And the Lord said, "They will deliver you”...Then Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the mountain. So David made haste to get away from Saul, for Saul and his men were encircling David and his men to take them.  But a messenger came to Saul, saying, "Hasten and come, for the Philistines have invaded the land!"  Therefore Saul returned from pursuing David, and went against the Philistines; so they called that place the Rock of Escape.

Your sovereign providence governs all the affairs of human history, O Lord.  You know even what men would do under any and all supposed conditions.  You deliver when there is no obvious, visible means of deliverance, by means known only to You.  You frustrate the plans of men from directions and sources they least expect.  You use even the Philistines to turn aside a Saul from pursuing Your anointed, even the Ethiopians to draw the Assyrians away from besieging  Jerusalem (II Kings 19:8-9).  May this truth be continually before us, even today, as opposition sometimes seems overwhelming and there seems no way of escape.  You are the Rock of Escape for Your people.  Let us take great comfort today  in knowing that Your hand determines all the events of our lives and that You are working all things for our good (Rom.8:28).

AUGUST 31  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Samuel 24:5-6, 16-17, 20 -- Now it happened afterward that David's heart troubled him because he had cut Saul's robe.  And he said to his men, "The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the Lord's anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lord"....So it was, when David had finished speaking these words to Saul, that Saul said, "Is this your voice, my son David?" And Saul lifted up his voice and wept.  Then he said to David: "You are more righteous than I; for you have rewarded me with good, whereas I have rewarded you with evil....And now I know indeed that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand.”

Lord, give us this attitude, which is not in us, which is exemplified here in David and especially in great David’s greater Son, to refuse to retaliate when evil is done to us, to seek the good of those who speak and act against us.  “When He was reviled, He did not revile in return” (I Pet. 2:23).  You have told us, “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them....If possible, so far as it depends on You, live peaceably with all men.  Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God” (Rom.12:14,18-19).  You have said, “See that none of You repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all” (I Thess.5:15); “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matt.5:44). May we, by Your grace, love those whose attitude toward us is antagonism and hatred.  May Your word and Spirit melt their hearts; may burning coals be heaped upon their heads to bring them to repentance (Rom.12:20-21; Prov.25:21-22).

SEPTEMBER 1  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Samuel 25:10-11 -- Then Nabal answered David's servants, and said, "Who is David, and who is the son of Jesse? There are many servants nowadays who break away each one from his master.  Shall I then take my bread and my water and my meat that I have killed for my shearers, and give it to men when I do not know where they are from?"

Nabal’s selfishness epitomizes the attitude of many in every age who lay up treasure for themselves but are not rich toward God (Lk.12:17-21) and care nothing for their fellow men.  Nabal’s sin is particularly heinous in that he despises Your covenant and its anointed one.  Rebuke selfishness, stinginess, materialism, greed, covetousness in our society, O Lord; especially that which is found among Your own people, and in each of our own hearts.  We are inclined by nature to this same kind of self-seeking and self-preservation.  You have shown us, O Christ, that “whoever saves his life shall lose it” (Mark 8:35), and we are prone to “hoard” our lives, our possessions, our time, our energy, to keep them close by, to keep a strict account of them to be sure none has slipped away.  But make our lives truly expendable for Your sake and for the cause of Your gospel.  Give us an openness of heart and hand for the cause of the gospel, that we will put all our possessions at Your disposal to use for Your people and the work of Your kingdom.  Especially give Your elders a hospitality that should characterize their calling (I Tim.3:2).  Give all Your people a genuine concern for people and their needs, especially for strangers; for Your own glory and the advancement of Your kingdom (Heb.13:2; Matt.25:35-36).

SEPTEMBER 2  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Samuel 26:23-24 -- "May the Lord repay every man for his righteousness and his faithfulness; for the Lord delivered you into my hand today, but I would not stretch out my hand against the Lord's anointed.  And indeed, as your life was valued much this day in my eyes, so let my life be valued much in the eyes of the Lord, and let Him deliver me out of all tribulation."

As Saul was seeking the life of David, so there are those “pursuing” us, O Lord, not necessarily to take our lives, but to discredit our ministry and overthrow anything we might accomplish.  May we be upright and faithful as David was in the face of such opposition.  May our attitude toward our enemies also be as his was, to regard their lives as precious, to love our enemies and deal with them gently, that You may perhaps grant that they will repent and come to know the truth (II Tim.2:25).  Even as David held the power of life and death over Saul, You have power of life and death over us and all who belong to us.  And as Saul was completely safe in the presence of David, how much more are we safe in Your keeping.  You have told us that our lives are precious in Your sight (Psa.116:15; 17:8; Zech.2:8).  You have purchased us with the blood of Christ, and we are eternally secure.  What can man do to us?  “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Rom.8:31-39). Our only comfort in life and in death is that we with body and soul are not our own, but belong to our faithful Savior Jesus Christ, who with His precious blood has fully satisfied for all our sins, and redeemed us from all the power of the devil; and so preserves us that without the will of our Father in heaven not a hair can fall from our head; yea, that all things must work together for our salvation.  Wherefore, by His Holy Spirit, He also assures us of eternal life, and makes us heartily willing and ready henceforth to live unto him (Heidelberg Catechism, Q.1).  Teach us to trust completely in Your will, to lie down securely and to rise in confidence that You will keep us this day and every day (Psa.21; Acts 18:9-10).

SEPTEMBER 3  -  MORNING and EVENING
1 Samuel 27:3-4, 6-7, 10 -- So David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and his men, each man with his household, and David with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal's widow.   And it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath; so he sought him no more....So Achish gave him Ziklag that day. Therefore Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day.  Now the time that David dwelt in the country of the Philistines was one full year and four months....Then Achish would say, "Where have you made a raid today?" And David would say, "Against the southern area of Judah, or against the southern area of the Jerahmeelites, or against the southern area of the Kenites."

We pray, O Lord, that we will not be put in this situation in which David found himself, fleeing from his enemies, being forced to live among the heathen and being dependent upon them, even feeling forced to deceive them about his activities.  In Your divine providence spare us from such circumstances.  Yet Your will is perfect, O God, and You were bringing about Your greater glory through all these events, preparing David to be king, preparing him to write the Psalms which would comfort and strengthen Your people in every era of their history, teaching him by the things which he suffered (Heb.5:8), molding and making him the man You would have him to be, making him more holy.  Use all the circumstances in our lives to do such things in us, O Lord!

SEPTEMBER 4  -  MORNING and EVENING

1 Samuel 28:15-16 -- Now Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?" And Saul answered, "I am deeply distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God has departed from me and does not answer me anymore, neither by prophets nor by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal to me what I should do." Then Samuel said: "Why then do you ask me, seeing the Lord has departed from you and has become your enemy?”
What an awful state of a man, that You should give him over to his own sin and allow him to follow his own way!   May it be our greatest dread that You should become our enemy and turn away from us as You did from Saul.  Let this warning stand before us and before Your church, the fact that there shall be no message from the Lord to those who are rebellious and disobedient.  Keep us from being like Samson when he did not know that the strength of the Lord had left him (Jud.16:20).  May our day not be like the day in which Samuel was born, when “the word of the Lord was rare...and there was no frequent vision” (I Sam.3:1).  Let Your church dread a famine of hearing the words of the Lord far more than a famine of bread and water (Amos 8:11).  When we are asked, “Is there any word from the Lord?” may we be able to answer with confidence, “There is!” (Jer.37:17).  May our greatest joy, delight, and comfort be that You are ever near, that You have spoken, that You are ever ready to hear and answer prayer, to forgive sin, to give power to serve You.  

SEPTEMBER 5  -  MORNING
1 Samuel 29:2-4 -- And the lords of the Philistines passed in review by hundreds and by thousands, but David and his men passed in review at the rear with Achish.  Then the princes of the Philistines said, "What are these Hebrews doing here?"... "Make this fellow return, that he may go back to the place which you have appointed for him, and do not let him go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he become our adversary.” 

Your complete sovereignty over all events, words, and even thoughts, is seen here in this incident, O Lord.  You control the plans and strategy of the Philistines, the enemy of Your people, and turn them to Your own glory and the good of Your people.  David was in a great dilemma, not knowing how to get out of the obligation to go to war against the Israel, his own people.  You delivered him in a way that was unforeseen and over which he had no control -- rejection by the commanders of the Philistines themselves!   Implant this principle firmly in our minds, that You are able to deliver from any dilemma.  Give us trust in You and obedience to Your revealed will.

SEPTEMBER 5  -  EVENING

1 Samuel 30:3, 6 -- So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive....Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.

How fickle people can sometimes be, O Lord, and how quick to blame their leaders when things go wrong.  These people who have risked their lives to follow David now talk about stoning him.  We thank you today for this example of David as he commits his way to You and sets out to redress the situation in Your power. When we are defeated; when there is criticism and we receive the blame for the failure of Your people, teach us to strengthen ourselves in the Lord our God.  Even David, the man after God’s own heart (13:14), could become greatly distressed, but he handled his distress in God’s way.  We are often discouraged, depressed, and even on the verge of despair.  Turn us again and again to Yourself, and do not let us go our own way or seek to handle problems in our own way.

SEPTEMBER 6  -  MORNING
1 Samuel 30:22, 24 -- Then all the wicked and worthless men of those who went with David answered and said, "Because they did not go with us, we will not give them any of the spoil that we have recovered, except for every man's wife and children, that they may lead them away and depart."   "...For who will heed you in this matter? But as his part is who goes down to the battle, so shall his part be who stays by the supplies; they shall share alike."

Lord, give us a true and Biblical view of Your church as one body, and every member and gift as important: “the parts of the body which seem to be weaker are indispensable...God has so adjusted the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior part, that there may be no discord in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another” (I Cor.12:22,24-25).  In Christ’s parable, those who came later received the same pay as those who worked all day (Matt.20:1-16).  Let us not look down on or despise those with less ability, those who tire easily, those whose contribution is not as great as others.  “A bruised reed He will not break, and a dimly burning wick He will not quench” (Isa.42:3).  Let  us not despise our own talent or become discouraged or frustrated over our lack of ability, but let us use our gifts to honor You.

SEPTEMBER 6  -  EVENING
1 Samuel 31:4, 6 -- Then Saul said to his armorbearer, "Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised men come and thrust me through and abuse me." But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and fell on it....So Saul, his three sons, his armorbearer, and all his men died together that same day.

What a sad and degrading end of Saul and his sons!  For Saul himself the account demonstrates the truth that, “Whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Gal.6:7).  He had taken the broad road that leads to destruction (Matt.7:13) and built his house upon the sand (Matt.7:26-27).  But the innocent Jonathan also suffered defeat and death because of the sin of his father.  Use this account to warn us today of the disastrous consequences of disobedience to Your commands and indifference to Your law.  “There is a way that seems right to a man, but the end of it is the way of death” (Prov.14:12).  Open our eyes to see the realities of life and death, blessing and curse – and use us to open the eyes of others (Deut.30:19).
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