DECEMBER 2  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Chronicles 1:8, 10, 12 --And Solomon said to God: "You have shown great mercy to David my father, and have made me king in his place...."Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people; for who can judge this great people of Yours?"..."wisdom and knowledge are granted to you; and I will give you riches and wealth and honor, such as none of the kings have had who were before you, nor shall any after you have the like."

Lord, the elders of Your church are not literal kings over Israel as Solomon was, yet You have set them as rulers over Your people and called them to be prophets, priests, and kings to Your people, as well as to their own households.  Give them wisdom, we pray, to rule in a way pleasing to You.  Remind them continually that the church is Your church, Your people, not theirs.  Take away selfishness, self-seeking, prejudice, and pride.  Give Your elders that true wisdom that is from above, which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity (James 3:17).  Your Son has told us that we must seek first Your kingdom and righteousness, and the necessities of life – food and clothing – will be given to us as well.  Give us the grace to order our priorities, O Lord.  There is nothing wrong with material things – they are Your good gifts – but we must not seek them first and set our hearts upon them (Matt.6:33; I Tim.6:8-9).

DECEMBER 3  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Chronicles 2:5-6 -- And the temple which I build will be great, for our God is greater than all gods.  But who is able to build Him a temple, since heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him? Who am I then, that I should build Him a temple, except to burn sacrifice before Him?

Prevent those who profess Your name from thinking that You dwell in shrines made by human hands, or that man-made structures can contain You (Acts 17:24-25).  Keep those who claim to know You from worshipping buildings they have made, as man is so prone to do.    Open our eyes to see that Your Son Jesus Christ is building a “house” – His church – and that the gates of hell will not prevail against it (Matt.16:18).  We thank You for this example of the temple and its construction, because it points to Christ and His incarnation and His dwelling in the midst of His people, and especially the saving presence of God as exemplified in the sacrifices offered in the temple.  It also points to Your church.  Let us build it by Your power, to Your glory, and according to Your revealed pattern.  Let all that we do be the best use of mind and talent that You have given us.  All skills of art and science are gifts of Your sovereign creation and distribution.  May whatever Your people build, make, or accomplish be an offering to Your praise and honor.  If Solomon in all his glory was unworthy to be the builder of Your house, how much more unworthy are we?

DECEMBER 4  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 3:1 --Now Solomon began to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

This site is the place where the angel of the Lord stayed the hand of Abraham from slaying his son Isaac and provided a ram as a substitute, thus sparing the people of Israel, who were the seed of Isaac (Gen.22:2, 11-14).  This is also the place where the angel of the Lord stayed His hand of judgment over God’s people in the time of David.  David cried out here in confession of his own sin and asked that the “sheep” be spared (I Chron.21:17).  Now under Solomon the temple is built here, and sacrifices are made for the sins of the people, so that the angel of death will “pass over” God’s own (Ex.12:13, 23).  Christ our substitute died near here.  He had no sin of His own, but He wept over Jerusalem because the people were like sheep without a shepherd (Matt.9:36; Mk.6:34; Lk.19:41; Matt.23:37).  He bore their sins in fulfillment of all the temple sacrifices.  When we think of these things, fill our hearts with wonder, love, and praise, O God!

DECEMBER 4  -  EVENING

2 Chronicles 4:2, 6 -- Then he made the Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits from one brim to the other; it was completely round. Its height was five cubits, and a line of thirty cubits measured its circumference....He also made ten lavers, and put five on the right side and five on the left, to wash in them; such things as they offered for the burnt offering they would wash in them, but the Sea was for the priests to wash in.

These great bowls for cleansing remind Your people of the need of cleansing from sin, O Lord.  Every day we need to have our sin washed away and forgiven.  We thank You for our great High Priest Jesus Christ, “who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners...who does not need daily to offer up sacrifices first for His own sins” like the high priests of old (Heb. 7:26-27).  He is typified by both the cleansed offering and the cleansed priest who brought the offering.  He is the One who washed the feet His own disciples and said to them, “You are clean” (John 13:10).  We thank You for Your promise, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9).
DECEMBER 5  -  MORNING

2 Chronicles 5:13-14 -- indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and praised the Lord, saying: "For He is good, For His mercy endures forever," that the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud,  so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God.

Your glory, Lord, is beyond human contemplation and understanding.  You dwell in unapproachable light; You are the One whom no man has seen or ever can see (I Tim.6:16).  You are the same in all generations.  In all the centuries that have passed since the days of the old covenant, Your glory has not diminished in the least.  In fact You have now revealed the light of knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (II Cor. 4:6).  Your people today the same awe and reverence which those who saw this glorious manifestation must have experienced.  We long for Your glory to fill Your church today, O Lord God, not necessarily in a shinning cloud, but in lives consumed with zeal for the house of the Lord (John 2:17; Psa.69:9) and the name of the Lord, lives aflame with love for You and Your people, tongues anointed to sing Your praise and proclaim Your kingdom.  Revive Your church, O God!  We need so desperately to be filled with Your Spirit.  Descend upon Your languishing church with its fine buildings and cultured people, and consume us with Your glory and power.

DECEMBER 5  -  EVENING

2 Chronicles 6:18-20 -- " But will God indeed dwell with men on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have built!  Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O Lord my God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying before You:  that Your eyes may be open toward this temple day and night, toward the place where You said You would put Your name, that You may hear the prayer which Your servant prays toward this place.”

As Your servants worship You, give us a sense of Your great majesty, O God, Your omnipotence, omniscience and omnipresence.  You do not dwell in temples made with human hands (Acts 17:24).  Let us never for a moment think of You as confined to a building.  Even when the temple was being built, it was pointing to the time when true worshippers in every place could worship You in Spirit and in truth, neither upon Mount Gerazin nor in Jerusalem (John 4:21,23).  You have set Your name upon Your church, Your people, in a particular way.  Hearken to its cries, O God!  Let Your eyes be open night and day to this “house.”  Let this prayer of Solomon be a reminder to us of the significance and mystery of the incarnation.  Will God indeed dwell with man on the earth?  You are Emmanuel, God with us (Isa.7:14; Matt.1:23).  Christ is our temple (John 2:19-20; Heb.10:20).  Call us to true worship this week.

DECEMBER 6  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Chronicles 6:24-25 -- " Or if Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned against You, and return and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication before You in this temple,  then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land which You gave to them and their fathers.”

O Lord, Your people today are defeated by our enemies, the world, the flesh, and the devil, because we have sinned against You.  We have followed after other gods; idols of all kinds are in Your church and in the hearts and minds of those who profess Your name.  Cause us to turn again and acknowledge You, to pray and make supplication earnestly within Your church.  Revive Your church, O God!  Shake us from complacency and raise us from spiritual death and sloth.  Make us stand in a broad place and give glory to You for salvation and deliverance from our enemies (Job 36:16; Psa. 18:19,36; 31:8; 118:5).  We thank You for this great example of prayer, covering a variety of representative circumstances: battle, famine, enemies, sin, and foreigners in the midst of Your people.  Let prayer be like our daily breathing – poured out to You in any and in all circumstances and for all areas of life.

DECEMBER 7  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Chronicles 7:13-14 -- "When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

Lord, cause our nation, and particularly Your people within it, to look with discernment upon harsh winters, drought, poor crops, earthquakes, hurricanes, airplane crashes, mysterious diseases, economic hardship, and other disasters, and see Your hand chastening a stubborn and rebellious people.  Call us to humility, self-examination and repentance, to seeking Your face and submitting to the authority of Your word.  Humble us and teach us to pray.  Show Your people how completely dependent we are upon You.  Show us how horrible sin really is, and cause us to cast it from us.  May the people of this nation realize the awful plight we are in because of rampant sins like immorality, abortion, theft, and Sabbath breaking.  May reformation take place in our generation, and may Your church realize that judgment must begin with the household of God (I Pet.4:17-18) and with individual believers.  “Search us, O God, and know our hearts...” (Psa.139:23-24).
DECEMBER 8  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Chronicles 8:7-9 -- All the people who were left of the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, who were not of Israel --  that is, their descendants who were left in the land after them, whom the children of Israel did not destroy -- from these Solomon raised forced labor, as it is to this day.  But Solomon did not make the children of Israel servants for his work. Some were men of war, captains of his officers, captains of his chariots, and his cavalry.

When Your people are faithful to You, You give them victory over all their enemies, O Lord.  Let Your people today be satisfied with nothing short of world conquest, the subjugation of all nations and every area of human endeavor to the kingship of Christ.  Let us earnestly pray for and work toward the elimination of all opposition, not by the physical sword, but by the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Eph.6:17).  Put down all opposition to Your kingdom by conversion and by the application of the principles of Your good law to all human laws.  Raise up godly rulers from among Your people to be ecclesiastical and civil leaders.  Let us not seek to enslave each other, but by Your grace let us make the world’s people slaves of Christ.  Let us bring every thought captive to Christ (II Cor.10:3-6).

DECEMBER 9  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 9:1-2, 5-6, 8 -- Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to Jerusalem to test Solomon with hard questions, having a very great retinue, camels that bore spices, gold in abundance, and precious stones; and when she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was in her heart.  So Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing so difficult for Solomon that he could not explain it to her....  Then she said to the king: "It was a true report which I heard in my own land about your words and your wisdom.  However I did not believe their words until I came and saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half of the greatness of your wisdom was not told me. You exceed the fame of which I heard....Blessed be the Lord your God, who delighted in you, setting you on His throne to be king for the Lord your God! Because your God has loved Israel, to establish them forever, therefore He made you king over them, to do justice and righteousness."

All power and authority which exists is established by You, O Lord; You set kings upon their thrones (Prov.8:15-16).  And You do it for the good of Your own people, that rulers may “execute justice and righteousness.”  May we see Your sovereign hand in all the affairs of human kingdoms and seek Your will in the smallest details of our own lives.  Raise up leaders among us, in church and state, who will love You and deal justly.  O Lord, a greater than Solomon has appeared, One whose kingdom is of far greater magnitude, splendor, and greatness (Matt.12:42; Luke 11:31).  Let us be awed by the kingdom of Christ, as the queen of Sheba was awed by the kingdom of Solomon.  May our highest aim be to proclaim and extend His kingdom so that others will learn of it and be brought into it.

DECEMBER 9  -  EVENING

2 Chronicles 9:13-14 -- The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold,  besides what the traveling merchants and traders brought. And all the kings of Arabia and governors of the country brought gold and silver to Solomon.

All wealth belongs to You, O Lord, and You bestow it upon whom You will.  There is nothing wrong with silver and gold  (Gen.2:11-12).  They are gifts from You which You have given to mankind.  But they are gifts which are so easily misused and taken out of perspective, and our tendency as sinful men is to worship and serve the creation rather than the Creator (Rom.1:25; Mark 10:25; Ezek. 7:19).  In the midst of the glories and splendors of Solomon’s kingdom this “666” introduces Solomon’s apostasy and fall.  We must not depend upon military might or live for sensual pleasure or material gain, as Solomon did.  The perspective of the kingdoms of the world is seen here, as Solomon accumulated wives who lead him to worship false gods.  Rather than being the faithful shepherd of God’s people (as the godly king was supposed to be) Solomon rebelled against You and became a beast -- an enemy of God’s people.  The first indication of this apostasy was gathering 666 talents of gold. It was the path to idolatry and apostasy (Rev. 13:11-18).  Give us a right attitude toward wealth, and give Your church a right attitude as well.  May we not live for it.  May we see the great temptations it gave to Solomon and to others.  May we use wealth wisely and seek first Your kingdom (Matt.6:33).  Give us the attitude of Solomon at the beginning of his reign, when he sought wisdom instead of power, and You gave him wisdom, but also wealth and power as by-products (I Chron.1:7-12).  Keep us from the foolishness of Solomon in his later life, when his wives and possessions turned his heart away from You to idolatry (I Kings 11).

DECEMBER 10  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Chronicles 10:13-14 -- Then the king answered them roughly. King Rehoboam rejected the advice of the elders,  and he spoke to them according to the advice of the young men, saying, "My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to it; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!"

Raise up rulers in our nation who will be sensitive to the oppressive burdens laid upon the people by the state, and who will seek to lessen that load rather than make it heavier.  Give our nation and Your church wise and godly rulers, O Lord, not like Rehoboam, who was impetuous and tactless, and under whom the kingdom was unnecessarily divided.  We pray that You will provide for us the good advice of wise men as we seek to be rulers in the home and in the church.  We pray this for elders as well.  Give them as teachers and rulers the wisdom which is from above, which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty and insincerity (James 3:17).  Give us that crucial balance between firmness and gentleness which is so crucial to ruling well in our own households and in the church of God.  Keep us from compromise, and yet make us sensitive to those who are under our care.  May this example of a poor ruler cause us to long for good rulers, and long to be good rulers in the positions where you have placed us.

DECEMBER 11  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 11:14, 16-17 -- For the Levites left their common-lands and their possessions and came to Judah and Jerusalem, for Jeroboam and his sons had rejected them from serving as priests to the Lord....And after the Levites left, those from all the tribes of Israel, such as set their heart to seek the Lord God of Israel, came to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the Lord God of their fathers.  So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong for three years, because they walked in the way of David and Solomon for three years.

These godly ones “let goods and kindreds go.”  May godly ones today be willing to do the same.  May we be willing to set the worship and service of God above all else.  Rally Your people, O Lord; draw them together in fellowship, worship, and service, and in opposition to all that is ungodly.  May such people make the nation and its rulers secure.  Bring about in our own day a great influence of those who truly seek Your face and Your will.   This reformation will come about only as godly men are willing to forgo luxuries and even life, health, well-being and daily sustenance if necessary to obey You and to see a revival of godliness in our land.

DECEMBER 11  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 12:1, 5, 9-10, 14 -- Now it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the kingdom and had strengthened himself, that he forsook the law of the Lord, and all Israel along with him....Then Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the leaders of Judah, who were gathered together in Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said to them, "Thus says the Lord: 'You have forsaken Me, and therefore I also have left you in the hand of Shishak.' "...So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took away the treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the king's house; he took everything. He also carried away the gold shields which Solomon had made.  Then King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place, and committed them to the hands of the captains of the guard, who guarded the doorway of the king's house....And he did evil, because he did not prepare his heart to seek the Lord.

When our position is strong and established, we tend to relax our dependence upon You, O Lord, which we had when we were in trouble and our position was uncertain.  Enable us to trust and obey You – whether we are uncertain and shaky and seem to be in danger, or whether we appear to be secure and in control of the situation.  Let us pity Rehoboam in his sham riches and kingdom.  And let us studiously avoid such sham in our own lives.  Our own nation is certainly in this position, with a veneer of Christian heritage from the past.   Keep Your church from simply going through the motions of piety and practice after the glory has departed (I Sam.4:21).  Let us constantly keep this warning before us, that if we abandon You and Your will and word, You will abandon us (II Tim.2:13).  Warn us of the danger of failing to set our heart to seek the Lord, and may we warn those who profess Your name.

DECEMBER 12  -  MORNING

2 Chronicles 13:12, 18-19 -- "Now look, God Himself is with us as our head, and His priests with sounding trumpets to sound the alarm against you. O children of Israel, do not fight against the Lord God of your fathers, for you shall not prosper!"...Thus the children of Israel were subdued at that time; and the children of Judah prevailed, because they relied on the Lord God of their fathers.  And Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took cities from him: Bethel with its villages, Jeshanah with its villages, and Ephrain with its villages.

Why do the kings of the earth not see that You give prosperity and victory to those who rely upon You?  It is because of the blindness of their eyes and the hardness of their hearts.  Give our own President and other leaders eyes to see.  Cause our nation to depend upon You and obey You.  Open  our  eyes  to  see  that  our  true  defense  is  not  in  military  might  but  in  the Lord 

(I Sam.17:47;  II Sam.10:12;  I Chron.19:13;  II Chron.14:11; 20:12,15;  Deut.20:1-4; Neh.4:14). Arise, O Lord, let not man prevail! (Psa.9:19).  Show Your enemies that all who fight against You are foolish and without hope.  Cause men to tremble and beware, lest they be found fighting against God (Acts 5:38-39).  And cause Your own people to have great hope and encouragement.  Forgive pessimism and despair.  Those who are with us are greater than those who are with them.  Greater is He who is in us than he who is in the world (II Kings 6:16; I John 4:4).  Give us expectation for victory.  Let us pray for victory, and let us be satisfied ultimately with nothing less than total victory.

DECEMBER 12  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 14:2-4, 7 -- Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God,  for he removed the altars of the foreign gods and the high places, and broke down the sacred pillars and cut down the wooden images.   He commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers, and to observe the law and the commandment....Therefore he said to Judah, "Let us build these cities and make walls around them, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us, because we have sought the Lord our God; we have sought Him, and He has given us rest on every side." So they built and prospered.

O Lord, give us men in our nation and in Your church who seek a great reformation and are not afraid of the difficult decisions which must be made in moving toward such reformation, men who know Your word, love Your word, and are willing to apply it in spite of opposition.  Decisive leadership is so lacking, O God!  We allow evil to triumph by default, when good men, men who profess to be Your servants, do nothing.  Do for us what we cannot do for ourselves; do “exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, through the power that works in us” (Eph.3:20).  Shake the complacency of Your church in this hour and fill it with an overwhelming desire for Your glory at all cost!

DECEMBER 13  -  MORNING

2 Chronicles 14:9-12 -- Then Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an army of a million men and three hundred chariots, and he came to Mareshah.  So Asa went out against him, and they set the troops in battle array in the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah.  And Asa cried out to the Lord his God, and said, "Lord, it is nothing for You to help, whether with many or with those who have no power; help us, O Lord our God, for we rest on You, and in Your name we go against this multitude. O Lord, You are our God; do not let man prevail against You!"  So the Lord struck the Ethiopians before Asa and Judah, and the Ethiopians fled.

Lord, teach us the lesson that even physical and material peace and prosperity are blessings from You and the result of reliance upon You and obedience to Your will (v.7).  Give us firm reliance upon You, and give us victory over our enemies and Your enemies – those who would consciously or unconsciously hinder the work of Your church.  But most of all, give unquestioning obedience and surrender to Your revealed will and Your providence.  Bring victory for Your own glory.  How fearful we often are in the face of adversity and adversaries.  Turn our fear into trust, and cause us to cry out, “O Lord, it is nothing for You to help, whether with many or with those who have no power;  help us, O Lord our God, for we rest on You...”

DECEMBER 13  -  EVENING

2 Chronicles 15:1-7 -- Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded.  And he went out to meet Asa, and said to him: "Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. The Lord is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.  For a long time Israel has been without the true God, without a teaching priest, and without law;  but when in their trouble they turned to the Lord God of Israel, and sought Him, He was found by them.  And in those times there was no peace to the one who went out, nor to the one who came in, but great turmoil was on all the inhabitants of the lands.  So nation was destroyed by nation, and city by city, for God troubled them with every adversity.  But you, be strong and do not let your hands be weak, for your work shall be rewarded!"

How can our own nation today be so blind that it cannot see?  If we forsake You and Your laws we will be forsaken, O Lord.  At this time we are virtually without law in our national life.  Humble us; bring us to our knees.  Bring revival to Your church, and begin with Your people to turn the hearts of the people of our nation to You.  To be without You and Your law is to be without peace.  May it be said of us, “When in their distress they turned to the Lord...and sought Him, He was found by them.”  Give us an awful dread of being “without the true God.”  May we “Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way, the unrighteous man his thoughts;  and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” (Isa.55:7).

DECEMBER 14  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 15:8-9, 16 -- And when Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and removed the abominable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities which he had taken in the mountains of Ephraim; and he restored the altar of the Lord that was before the vestibule of the Lord.  Then he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and those who dwelt with them from Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon, for they came over to him in great numbers from Israel when they saw that the Lord his God was with him...Also he removed Maachah, the mother of Asa the king, from being queen mother, because she had made an obscene image of Asherah; and Asa cut down her obscene image, then crushed and burned it by the Brook Kidron.

How timid we are in making decisive choices; we are afraid that they will cost too much.  And yet our indecisive wavering costs us far more.  Give Your rulers the courage of an Asa who put away idolatry from his kingdom and even removed his own mother from a position of influence.  Open our eyes to see that You still have 7000 in Israel who have not bowed the knee to Baal or kissed him (I Kings 19:18).  Even in a Corinth, You have many people (Acts 18:10).  Encourage us by sending many to us who see that the Lord is with us.

DECEMBER 14  EVENING

2 Chronicles 16:7-9, 12 -- And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said to him: "Because you have relied on the king of Syria, and have not relied on the Lord your God, therefore the army of the king of Syria has escaped from your hand.  Were the Ethiopians and the Lubim not a huge army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet, because you relied on the Lord, He delivered them into your hand.  For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have done foolishly; therefore from now on you shall have wars."...And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became diseased in his feet, and his malady was severe; yet in his disease he did not seek the Lord, but the physicians.

“The arm of flesh will fail you, you dare not trust your own.”  Teach us this lesson, O Lord, for every inclination is to seek refuge in what we can see and experience with our senses, to trust in human alliances, especially in armed strength and military might, in chariots and horses (Psa.20:7-8), or even in physicians.  There is nothing wrong with any of these, and we thank You for the provision of military and medical protection, but let our hopes not be tied to them.  How tempted we are to be sure that all of the bases are covered, that everything is secure before we launch out in faith.  (Such “faith” is no real faith at all).  Forgive us, particularly, for wanting financial security before standing for what is right.  Remind us often today that Your eye is upon us; search us and try us (Psa.139:1-11, 23-24).

DECEMBER 15  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 17:3-6 -- Now the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the former ways of his father David; he did not seek the Baals,  but sought the God of his father, and walked in His commandments and not according to the acts of Israel.  Therefore the Lord established the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah gave presents to Jehoshaphat, and he had riches and honor in abundance.  And his heart took delight in the ways of the Lord; moreover he removed the high places and wooden images from Judah.

O Lord, give us such leaders in our own day!  Give us men like Jehoshaphat, who could see the error of the last days of his own father, Asa, and was discerning and godly enough to separate the good from the bad, and to follow the good example and discard the evil.  Give us such reformation in our time!  Turn back to the hand of Satan and sinful men who carry out his evil devices.  Give leaders in the church and state who have the wisdom and courage to smash the Baals (Judges 6:28-29) and see that Your law is proclaimed throughout the land by faithful men.  Establish the kingdom through such godly men.  Use Your church, and even our own congregation, to proclaim the whole counsel of God to every area of life (Acts 20:27).  Raise up men among us who will have a significant influence upon our community, state, and even our nation, men who “have understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do” (I Chron.12:32).

DECEMBER 15  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 17:7-10 -- Also in the third year of his reign he sent his leaders, Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Michaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah.  And with them he sent Levites: Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah -- the Levites; and with them Elishama and Jehoram, the priests.  So they taught in Judah, and had the Book of the Law of the Lord with them; they went throughout all the cities of Judah and taught the people.  And the fear of the Lord fell on all the kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah, so that they did not make war against Jehoshaphat.

How the people need to be taught the book of Your law, O Lord!  Create in Your people, leaders and followers alike, a burning desire to have Your word effectively taught and applied to all of life – national, church, family, and individual life.  As Your people gather for worship, may such hunger and thirst be especially evident.  May fear fall upon enemies and on-lookers who observe the life of Your people, and may all fear to oppose the leaders and people who are seeking to obey Your law.  Give to Your church men who faithfully proclaim Your truth and see that it is being explained and applied, both officially and informally, throughout every segment of Your people.

DECEMBER 16  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 18:1-3; 19:2 -- Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance; and by marriage he allied himself with Ahab.  After some years he went down to visit Ahab in Samaria; and Ahab killed sheep and oxen in abundance for him and the people who were with him, and persuaded him to go up with him to Ramoth Gilead.  So Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, "Will you go with me against Ramoth Gilead?" And he answered him, "I am as you are, and my people as your people; we will be with you in the war."...And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and said to King Jehoshaphat, "Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord? Therefore the wrath of the Lord is upon you.”

How tempting it is to enter into ungodly alliances out of expediency or to please men.  Help us, O Lord, and help Your church, to see the great danger that lurks there.  To say, “I am as you are, and my people as your people,”  Jehoshaphat should have been able to say, “and my God as your God” (Ruth 1:16).  May we be careful even today to avoid being unequally yoked with unbelievers (II Cor.6:14).  Give us discernment to know when an alliance is a yoke that binds in a forbidden way.  We surely must have contact, and even friendship, with unbelievers; how else could we witness to them?  To have no contact at all with them, it would be necessary for us to go out of the world (I Cor.5:10; John 17:15).  But we cannot enter intimate, binding relationships.  Give us the wisdom to know the difference and the courage to stand.  Set before Your people the awful consequences of Jehoshaphat’s alliance: that his son Jehoram married the daughter of Ahab (21:6).

2 Chronicles 18:12-13 -- Then the messenger who had gone to call Micaiah spoke to him, 

saying, "Now listen, the words of the prophets with one accord encourage the king. Therefore please let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak encouragement." And Micaiah said, "As the Lord lives, whatever my God says, that I will speak."

There is pressure on us from every side, O Lord, as You know – pressure to conform, to “speak favorably,” not to “rock the boat,” to cry “peace, peace,” when there is no peace (Jer.6:14; 8:11).  The world, and even many in the church, want us to be “like one who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument,” so that they will hear what we say, but will not do it (Ezek.33:32).  They have itching ears and want teachers to suit their own likings (II Tim. 4:3).  We pray that when the time of judgment comes – and come it will – that they will know that a faithful man of God has been among them.  Give us courage.  Give us humility.  Keep us true to Your word!  Remind us continually that we will stand before Your judgment seat to give account for every word (Matt.12:36; Rom.14:12; Heb.13:17).  “If I were still pleasing men, I would not be a servant of Christ” (Gal.1:10).

DECEMBER 16  -  EVENING

2 Chronicles 18:29, 33-34 -- And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "I will disguise myself and go into battle; but you put on your robes." So the king of Israel disguised himself, and they went into battle....Now a certain man drew a bow at random, and struck the king of Israel between the joints of his armor. So he said to the driver of his chariot, "Turn around and take me out of the battle, for I am wounded." The battle increased that day, and the king of Israel propped himself up in his chariot facing the Syrians until evening; and about the time of sunset he died.  

You are not mocked, O God, for whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap (Gal.6:7).  A man should be sure that his sins will find him out (Num.32:23).  An Ahab may disguise himself and think that he goes undetected by men, but Your sovereign providence will seek him out and render to him his due (II Cor. 5:10).  May this incident plant firmly in our minds the principle that nothing is hid from You, that You are the all-wise, all-knowing sovereign God who works all things according to the counsel of His will (Eph.1:11).  The arrow of an unknown, unnamed Syrian soldier drawing a bow “at a venture,” “at random,” and shooting into the mass of Israelite soldiers, finds the king of Israel, and exactly between the pieces of his armor.  None is safe from You, O Lord; none can hide from You.  Let us not seek to hide from You as Adam did (Gen.3:8), but let us draw near and be a friend of God, not Your enemy (James 2:23; II Chron.20:7).

DECEMBER 17  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 19:4-7, 11 -- So Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem; and he went out again among the people from Beersheba to the mountains of Ephraim, and brought them back to the Lord God of their fathers.  Then he set judges in the land throughout all the fortified cities of Judah, city by city,  and said to the judges, "Take heed to what you are doing, for you do not judge for man but for the Lord, who is with you in the judgment.  Now therefore, let the fear of the Lord be upon you; take care and do it, for there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, no partiality, nor taking of bribes....And take notice: Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the Lord; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king's matters; also the Levites will be officials before you. Behave courageously, and the Lord will be with the good."

How crucial is the appointing of judges to decide the judicial cases in the land; how crucial is the basis upon which judges decide.  Enable those in a position to nominate and appoint judges to have wisdom to select godly men.  Give us godly judges, O God, in state and church!  Give men who will judge according to Your law, who will not take bribes or be influenced by pressure from men.  Remove all partiality from the elders who rule in Your church.  Impress upon them the fact that they judge not for men but for the Lord.  Deliver them from the fear of men; let them fear only You and determine to do Your will, whatever the consequences.

DECEMBER 17  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 20:6, 12, 15 -- "O Lord God of our fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the nations, and in Your hand is there not power and might, so that no one is able to withstand You?...O our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power against this great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon You."... And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the Lord to you: 'Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's.”

We are powerless in ourselves, O Lord, and Your church is powerless alone.  The multitude which opposes us is very great.  Wisdom is lacking – we do not know what to do.  Our resources come to an end again and again.  May we be able to say confidently, “Our eyes are upon You.” “Help, Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly; for the faithful have vanished from among the sons of men” (Psa.12:1).  “Be not far from me, for trouble is near and there is none to help” (Psa.22:11).  Execute Your judgment, Lord!  “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen.18:25).  Teach us to rely upon our covenant relationship with You, as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Teach us in the midst of overwhelming opposition to place our eyes upon You, and not upon circumstances or enemies.  We know that trust in You does not exclude our own responsibility and our own fighting and hard work, as was the case in this particular instance in Jehoshaphat’s life.  But teach us, even today and this week, that “the battle is the Lord’s”

(I Sam.16:47; II Sam.10:12; I Chron.5:22; 19:13;  II Chron.13:12; 14:11; 20:12,15; Neh. 4:14; Deut.20:1-4).

DECEMBER 18  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 21:4, 6-8, 16, 18, 20 -- Now when Jehoram was established over the kingdom of his father, he strengthened himself and killed all his brothers with the sword, and also others of the princes of Israel....And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for he had the daughter of Ahab as a wife; and he did evil in the sight of the Lord.  Yet the Lord would not destroy the house of David, because of the covenant that He had made with David, and since He had promised to give a lamp to him and to his sons forever.   In his days the Edomites revolted against Judah's authority, and made a king over themselves....Moreover the Lord stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines and the Arabians who were near the Ethiopians....After all this the Lord struck him in his intestines with an incurable disease....He was thirty-two years old when he became king. He reigned in Jerusalem eight years and, to no one's sorrow, departed. However they buried him in the City of David, but not in the tombs of the kings.

What a tragic reign, and what a tragic period for Your true people, O Lord.  How they must have suffered during such a wicked time under an evil king.  Cause us to rejoice in the difference that Your gospel has made in our western civilization; but cause us to take heed lest we also fall

(I Cor. 10:12).  Remember Your covenant to Your own people, O Lord!  If we receive the justice due us and to our leaders for our unfaithfulness, we would be utterly destroyed.  Preserve us because of Your promise to David and its fulfillment in the Son of David, our Messiah.  Warn us of our grievous sin and call us from the ways of the kings of Israel.  Establish us on paths of righteousness and truth, for the sake of Your name and honor.  Give us godly rulers who will establish policies of righteousness.
DECEMBER 18  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 22:3-4, 7 -- He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his mother advised him to do wickedly.  Therefore he did evil in the sight of the Lord, like the house of Ahab; for they were his counselors after the death of his father, to his destruction....His going to Joram was God's occasion for Ahaziah's downfall; for when he arrived, he went out with Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the Lord had anointed to cut off the house of Ahab.

Wickedness is compounded in the association of wicked people together, and the flame of evil is fanned through the advice of evil counselors.  Thank You for this reminder of Your complete sovereignty over all events, O Lord!  What comfort and security there is in reading of Your ordaining the downfall of an Ahaziah and the house of Ahab.  None can thwart Your holy purposes for Your own people.  Even among the wicked in their dealings with each other, You are in control.  Increase our confidence and assurance as we meditate on Your omniscience and omnipotence.  Keep us from discouragement in the midst of circumstances that seem overwhelming and impossible as far as the good of the gospel is concerned.  Translate our head knowledge and profession of Your sovereignty into a hearty trust and joyful service.  Confuse and overthrow the plans of the wicked, O Lord!  Cause them to be utterly frustrated and ineffectual.

DECEMBER 19  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Chronicles 23:16-17 -- Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself, the people, and the king, that they should be the Lord's people.  And all the people went to the temple of Baal, and tore it down. They broke in pieces its altars and images, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars.

Give us rulers, O God, who will enter into covenant with You to obey You and submit to Your law.  Move in the hearts of the people to abhor what is evil, to be intolerant of what is false, immoral, and destructive to society.  How men have made tolerance a god in our day, and the very mention of intolerance toward anything is considered unfair and harsh.  Give us the right kind of intolerance in Your church and society.  Raise up leaders who will seek to root out paganism and ungodliness in our society.  How many well-meaning professing Christians around us are striving to preserve and promote a “pluralism” in which every form of teaching and practice has its “right” to exist and flourish.  Open the eyes of Your own people, Your church, to see that there can be no “neutral” laws or “neutral” base of society.  And may we be concerned not only to eradicate evil but also to replace it with Biblical life and godliness. 
DECEMBER 20  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 24:2, 17-18 -- Joash did what was right in the sight of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest....Now after the death of Jehoiada the leaders of Judah came and bowed down to the king. And the king listened to them.  Therefore they left the house of the Lord God of their fathers, and served wooden images and idols; and wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem because of their trespass.

Lord, let us beware lest our righteousness be dependent upon others -- their influence, their pressure, their writings, their encouragement -- and, being left alone, turn from You.  Give us ultimate dependence upon You alone, and on Your word alone.  May our experience of You and Your grace be a first-hand one.  Also keep us from heeding the counsel and influence of wicked men.  How subtly they pressure Your people.  How easily the world’s way of thinking permeates our minds.  “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the way of the ungodly, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates day and night” (Psa.1:1-2).  Make us like this blessed man: discerning, saturated with Your truth, wise to see the source of each teaching and position.  Guard our hearts against apostasy (Heb.6:4-8; II Pet.2:20-22).  When we think that we stand, may we take heed, lest we fall (I Cor.10:12).

DECEMBER 20  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 24:22 --Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to him, but killed his son; and as he died, he said, "The Lord look on it, and repay!"

What a terrible sin is ingratitude, O Lord!  How could Joash forget the kindness of Jehoiada, who had saved his own life?  Yet we often exhibit the same kind of ingratitude toward You, the One who sent His only Son to save us from our sins.  What a horrible sin is hypocrisy, this sin of Joash that caused him to go through the motions of being a man of God as long as Jehoiada lived, and turn aside from the way at Jehoiada’s death  What a danger there is in second-hand faith which is not our own!  Hold the example of Joash before us today, Lord, that these things which were written for our instruction (I Cor.10:11) may cause us to examine ourselves (II Cor.13:5) and fear displeasing You.  Use this portion of Your word to remind us and all Your people that our children are not “innocent” and basically good, and that we cannot presume that because they do not manifest rebellion in their childhood they will grow to be godly adults.  Let us not neglect to use every means of God’s appointment to bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord (Eph. 6:2).

DECEMBER 21  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Chronicles 25:7-9 -- But a man of God came to him (Amaziah), saying, "O king, do not let the army of Israel go with you, for the Lord is not with Israel -- not with any of the children of Ephraim.  But if you go, be gone! Be strong in battle! Even so, God shall make you fall before the enemy; for God has power to help and to overthrow."  Then Amaziah said to the man of God, "But what shall we do about the hundred talents which I have given to the troops of Israel?" And the man of God answered, "The Lord is able to give you much more than this."

The temptation to pragmatism is ever with us, O Lord, the temptation to rely on the world’s strength, to use the world’s methods, to trust in the arm of flesh because we distrust You and question whether You are able to deliver us.  All such false hope stems from a lack of faith.  Give Your people strong trust in You and willingness to forsake worldly answers and to depend totally upon You.  Remind us of Ezra, who even afraid to ask Artaxerxes for protection because it would appear that he was not trusting in the Lord his God, since he had told the king, “The hand of our God is for good upon all that seek him, and the power of His wrath is against all that forsake Him” (Ezra 8:21-23).

DECEMBER 22  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Chronicles 26:1-5, 16-17, 21 -- Now all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king instead of his father Amaziah....he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem....And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah had done.  He sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of God; and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him prosper....But when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he transgressed against the Lord his God by entering the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of incense.  So Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him were eighty priests of the Lord -- valiant men....King Uzziah was a leper until the day of his death. 

The temptation to pride, autonomy, and rebellion is so much stronger in a position of power.  When we are few, weak, and struggling, and wonder why You have not blessed us as we would like, remind us that this is Your way of keeping us humble.  Keep us from presumptuous disobedience, O Lord.  May we seek to worship You only as You reveal that You desire to be worshipped and served.  Keep us from offering unholy fire (Lev.10:1), from constructing pagan altars in Your place of worship (II Kings 16:10-16).  Remind us of our own weakness, and remind us that it is when we are weakest in our own strength that we are truly strong in Your strength (II Cor.12:10).  May we even be thankful that in Your providence You have shown us this truth by keeping us week.  Teach us also from this text about the relationship between church and state.  Restrain the hand of an all-powerful state that would reach into the affairs of Your church and determine its beliefs and practices.

DECEMBER 23  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 27:1-2, 6 -- Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jerushah the daughter of Zadok.  And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Uzziah had done (although he did not enter the temple of the Lord). But still the people acted corruptly....So Jotham became mighty, because he prepared his ways before the Lord his God.

Among Your people may sons learn from the mistakes of their fathers, O Lord.  Jotham wisely saw the error of his father Uzziah and did not unlawfully invade the holy place.  May we learn from the mistakes of our fathers, and may our own children profit from our mistakes.  How easily the sins and tendencies of one generation show up in the next.  Let the generation in which we live learn from the errors of the past generations, as well as from their virtues.  And may the generations that follow us have discernment to reject our foolishness and make spiritual progress.  Jotham became mighty because he ordered his ways before the Lord his God.  May we and our children and the people of Your flock prepare our way before You carefully.

DECEMBER 23  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 28:1-3, 22-23 -- Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord, as his father David had done.  For he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and made molded images for the Baals.  He burned incense in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, and burned his children in the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel....Now in the time of his distress King Ahaz became increasingly unfaithful to the Lord. This is that King Ahaz.  For he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which had defeated him, saying, "Because the gods of the kings of Syria help them, I will sacrifice to them that they may help me." But they were the ruin of him and of all Israel.

You have told Your people, “Learn not the way of the nations...for the customs of the people are false” (Jer.10:2-3).  How slow Your people are to learn, O Lord.  The ways of the pagans often seem “harmless,” and even more “practical” and expedient than Your ways.  We can be blinded to their utter destructiveness.  Open the eyes of Your people to see the falseness of the world’s ways of thinking and acting, and let us not be conformed to them (Rom.12:1-2).  Those who worship other gods are utterly without sense, O Lord (Psa.115:8; 135:18). All the gods of the people are idols (Psa.96:5).  Let us not be so foolish, as Ahaz was, to adopt the gods of our enemies who seem to be stronger than we are.   We confess our own inclination to put other things before You and worship them.  What foolishness it is to turn to any other than the true and living God, the Creator and Sustainer of all things, the only Redeemer.  In times of distress keep us from doubt and faithlessness and turning from You.  Let trial only drive us closer to You in greater dependence upon You.  Use pressure and testing to cause us to examine ourselves and to purge us from sin and rebellion.

DECEMBER 24  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 29:3, 10, 16 -- In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the house of the Lord and repaired them.... “Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the Lord God of Israel, that His fierce wrath may turn away from us.”... Then the priests went into the inner part of the house of the Lord to cleanse it, and brought out all the debris that they found in the temple of the Lord to the court of the house of the Lord. And the Levites took it out and carried it to the Brook Kidron.

The temple of God was in need of cleansing in almost every generation.  This cleansing under Hezekiah and those under other kings (24:4; 34:8) point to Christ’s cleansing of the temple and to the need for purifying the house of God in every generation – the purifying of worship, discipline, and life – the reformation of Your “house,” Your people, Your church.  O God, may our zeal for Your house consume us as it consumed Your Son Jesus.  Revive Your church in our own day, O Lord! (Psa.69:9; John 2:17).  Give godly rulers in church and state who care about the state of the house of God, Hezekiahs and Josiahs  who will call the church to clean up its affairs.  Most of all, cause us to cast ourselves upon Christ, the great Cleanser of the church.  Call our own congregation to continually be on its guard, lest corrupt pagan practices (or neglect and indifference) creep in and bring the house of God to disrepair.

DECEMBER 24  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 29:28-29 -- So all the assembly worshiped, the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this continued until the burnt offering was finished.  And when they had finished offering, the king and all who were present with him bowed and worshiped.

True heartfelt worship will certainly accompany any reformation of Your people, O Lord.  To what a low point worship has sunk in our own day!  Entertainment has replaced praise in many assemblies.  Our own worship – personal, family, and corporate – is far from what it should be.  Often it is cold and lifeless, a form performed mechanically, worship with lips while our hearts are far from You (Isa.29:13; Matt. 15:8-9).  Revive Your people so that we will fervently praise Your name, draw near in wonder, love, and praise, and humble ourselves before You.  Teach us to pray (Luke 11:1).  As we seek to teach others to worship You, corporately and individually, may our own prayer lives be revitalized and renewed.  Call us to true worship on this Lord’s Day.  May our worship be in Spirit and in truth (John 4:24).  Give us hearts full of thanksgiving and adoration.  Move within us so that we cannot restrain ourselves from joyous song and prayer.

DECEMBER 25  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 30:6-7, 9 -- Then the runners went throughout all Israel and Judah with the letters from the king and his leaders, and spoke according to the command of the king: "Children of Israel, return to the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; then He will return to the remnant of you who have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria.  And do not be like your fathers and your brethren, who trespassed against the Lord God of their fathers, so that He gave them up to desolation, as you see....For if you return to the Lord, your brethren and your children will be treated with compassion by those who lead them captive, so that they may come back to this land; for the Lord your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn His face from you if you return to Him."

As Hezekiah proclaimed the Passover and invited and commanded the people from all over the land to come, may Your ministers today proclaim Christ, our Pascal Lamb, Who has been sacrificed, and call men to Him (I Cor.5:7).  May those who hear today not be stiff-necked like those in Israel who laughed the messengers to scorn and mocked them.  As we invite people to the Lord’s Supper, the symbol in Your church today of Your gracious covenant and saving gospel, may we clearly sound the note of Your love and forgiveness, Your gracious character and merciful dealings, and may Your people hear and respond with joy.

DECEMBER 25  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 30:10-12, 26-27 -- So the runners passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as Zebulun; but they laughed at them and mocked them.  Nevertheless some from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem.   Also the hand of God was on Judah to give them singleness of heart to obey the command of the king and the leaders, at the word of the Lord….So there was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the time of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem.  Then the priests, the Levites, arose and blessed the people, and their voice was heard; and their prayer came up to His holy dwelling place, to heaven.

The keeping of the Passover was such a crucial observance, pointing to Your deliverance of Your people through the shedding of the blood of the lamb.  Its neglect was great sin, and the mocking of its re-institution must have brought these people under great judgment.  Teach Your people, O Lord, how important it is that Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed

(I Cor.5:7).  Cause Your people to see the great importance of the Lord’s Supper.  May we be as the people of Judah were, as, “The hand of God was upon them to give them one heart to do what the king and the princes commanded by the word of the Lord.”

DECEMBER 26  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 31:1 --Now when all this was finished, all Israel who were present went out to the cities of Judah and broke the sacred pillars in pieces, cut down the wooden images, and threw down the high places and the altars -- from all Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh -- until they had utterly destroyed them all. Then all the children of Israel returned to their own cities, every man to his possession.

True revival has such strong negative implications, O Lord.  To hunger and thirst for righteousness results in a hatred of sin and a desire to pull it up by the roots (Matt.5:6,11).  Give such repentance to our nation and to the church of our day; give a sorrow for sin that will cause us to hate it and forsake it because it is displeasing to You.  Expose that cheap imitation, counterfeit version of revival which is not willing to radically deal with sin (II Cor.7:10-11).  Give us the desire and power to ruthlessly search out and smash all the idols in our own lives.  They are many and subtle.  “The dearest idol I have known, whate’er that idol be, help me to tear it from Thy throne and worship only Thee.”  How painful it is for a nation and for an individual to root out those cherished gods that have long been coddled and protected!

DECEMBER 26  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 31:4-5, 10 -- Moreover he commanded the people who dwelt in Jerusalem to contribute support for the priests and the Levites, that they might devote themselves to the Law of the Lord.  As soon as the commandment was circulated, the children of Israel brought in abundance the first fruits of grain and wine, oil and honey, and of all the produce of the field; and they brought in abundantly the tithe of everything….And Azariah the chief priest, from the house of Zadok, answered him and said, "Since the people began to bring the offerings into the house of the Lord, we have had enough to eat and have plenty left, for the Lord has blessed His people; and what is left is this great abundance."

Lord, lay it upon the hearts of Your people today to give generously, not just that Your work may prosper, but also “that they might devote themselves to the Law of the Lord.”  Let us be a people so full of love for You and gratitude to You for what You have done, that we will manifest that love in an outpouring our physical and financial resources.  Convict us of giving You leftovers of time, energy, money, possessions, and self.  And let us willingly give to You the first fruits of our lives.  May it be true of us, as it was said of the people building the tabernacle, “the people were restrained from bringing; for the stuff they had was sufficient to do all the work, and more” (Exodus 36:6-7).

DECEMBER 27  -  MORNING
2 Chronicles 32:7-8, 19 -- "Be strong and courageous; do not be afraid nor dismayed before the king of Assyria, nor before all the multitude that is with him; for there are more with us than with him.  With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God, to help us and to fight our battles." And the people were strengthened by the words of Hezekiah king of Judah….And they (the Assyrians) spoke against the God of Jerusalem, as against the gods of the people of the earth -- the work of men's hands.

What a fatal mistake, for men to classify You along with man-made gods, O Lord!  Let us never think of You in such terms, but let us take great confidence in the true and living God Who controls all things and Who gives all necessary power and provision to Your people.  Thank You for this powerful reminder that “those who are with us are more than those who are with them” (II Kings 6:16), that “greater is He Who is in you than he who is in the world” (I John 4:4).  “If God is for us, who is against us?” (Rom.8:31).  Show us the folly of gods made in man’s image, the figments of their imagination.  Cause us to reject all wrong notions of You, Your attributes, and Your ways, both intellectually and experimentally.  The tug of those idols is often so emotional, and they are so entrenched.  Give grace to identify them and deal radically with them.

DECEMBER 27  -  EVENING
2 Chronicles 32:25-26, 31 -- But Hezekiah did not repay according to the favor shown him, for his heart was lifted up; therefore wrath was looming over him and over Judah and Jerusalem.  Then Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord did not come upon them in the days of Hezekiah….However, regarding the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, whom they sent to him to inquire about the wonder that was done in the land, God withdrew from him, in order to test him, that He might know all that was in his heart.

How subtle is the sin of pride, O Lord!  It afflicts Your most faithful servants without their even being aware of it.  By Your grace may we carefully watch and guard our own hearts against the sin of pride.  We pray that we may humble ourselves so that You will not have to humble us as You did Hezekiah; for, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov.16:18).  Whatever else may happen, do not leave us to ourselves.  May this be the great dread of our hearts, that You would give us over, even for a period, to go our own way (Rom.1:24, 26, 28).  May we see clearly our own danger and our own hearts.  May we know our own hearts so well that You will not have to leave us to ourselves in order to show us what is there.  “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.  Who can know it?” (Jer.17:9).  Let us keep our hearts with all diligence, for out of them spring the issues of life (Prov.4:23).  

DECEMBER 28  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Chronicles 33:9, 12-13 -- So Manasseh seduced Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations whom the Lord had destroyed before the children of Israel….

Now when he was in affliction, he implored the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers,  and prayed to Him; and He received his entreaty, heard his supplication, and brought him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord was God.

How amazing to read of the repentance of Manasseh!  You alone, O Lord, could have brought this man to his knees.  Who was more wicked?  He was an idolater and corrupted the temple itself with idols.  He participated in the occult and even sacrificed his own sons.  He was so cruel that rivers of blood flowed in Jerusalem under his reign.  Yet You are able to humble even a Manasseh.  How we need this reassurance, Lord, that the most wicked man is not beyond Your grace.  If Manasseh can be brought to humility, brokenness, and obedience, then none of those to whom we preach or witness today is beyond hope.  And here our own salvation is assured; for if it were not for Your sovereign mercy, we would be like Manasseh before his turning.  Help us to see what is in our own hearts, to see that we are certainly no better than David, who was capable of murder and adultery.  Help us, when we think we stand to take heed lest we fall (I Cor.10:12).  Humble the wicked of our own day.  “Arise, O Lord, let not man prevail!” (Psa.9:19).

DECEMBER 29  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Chronicles 34:2-3 -- And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.  For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his father David; and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the wooden images, the carved images, and the molded images.

What an encouragement to see a young man of sixteen seeking Your face, O God, and at twenty initiating a purge to cleanse his nation of idolatry.  May our own children and the children of our congregation understand that it is not necessary to grow to mature adulthood before knowing You and serving You.  May our young people allow no one to despise their youth, but be examples to the believers in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity (I Tim. 4:11).  May our people as adults be put to shame by the godly examples in Scripture of people of all ages who served You at great cost.  Forgive us for our feeble excuses, Lord, excuses of lack of knowledge, ability, maturity, administration, in carrying out reform among Your people.  The example of this teenager in knowing You and enforcing Your law puts us to shame.  Cleanse us from rationalizations, that we may be more effective teachers and rulers in Your kingdom.  Give Your church courageous, bold, and able leaders to put into practice the good patterns of Your word.

DECEMBER 30  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Chronicles 35:20-22 -- After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against Carchemish by the Euphrates; and Josiah went out against him.  But he sent messengers to him, saying, "What have I to do with you, king of Judah? I have not come against you this day, but against the house with which I have war; for God commanded me to make haste. Refrain from meddling with God, who is with me, lest He destroy you."  Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, but disguised himself so that he might fight with him, and did not heed the words of Necho from the mouth of God. So he came to fight in the Valley of Megiddo.

“He who meddles in a quarrel not his own is like one who takes a passing dog by the ears” (Prov.16:17). Even good and godly men make foolish decisions and are guilty of not bringing matters before You and weighing them carefully in the light of Your word (Josh.9:14).  If Josiah could be killed because of a hasty and irresponsible choice, we know that we and our family and congregation could suffer because of decisions about which we do not pray, or consult wise counselors, or especially if we do not set them before You and seek Your will.  Give us such a close walk with You, O Lord, that every choice will be made in the light of Your revealed will.  The fact that we are Your children is no guarantee that we will make wise decisions or use godly wisdom.  Sometimes the children of this world are wiser in their own generation than the sons of light (Lk.16:18).
DECEMBER 31  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Chronicles 36:15-16, 19 -- And the Lord God of their fathers sent warnings to them by His messengers, rising up early and sending them, because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place.  But they mocked the messengers of God, despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till there was no remedy….Then they burned the house of God, broke down the wall of Jerusalem, burned all its palaces with fire, and destroyed all its precious possessions.

All day long, O Lord, You have held out Your hands to a rebellious people (Isa.65:2).  You wept over Jerusalem because the people were like sheep without a Shepherd  (Matt.23:37; 9:36).  You have mercifully and persistently sent messengers to Your church and to our nation, but their words are mocked and despised.  We pray that our own nation has not reached the point where there is no remedy.  Awaken Your church to its great danger and our nation to its peril (II Pet. 4:17).  We are taking comfort in thinking that what happened to ancient Israel cannot happen to us.  Shatter our complacency, O Lord!  Give your messengers today the same heart of compassion that You showed to Your people Israel, the same patience.  Give them courage to faithfully proclaim Your message even though it may mean the mocking of the messenger and the despising of his words.  Break the stubborn wills of a rebellious people.  Cause those who profess Your name to be the true Church of God, for the honor of Your glorious name.
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