OCTOBER 20  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Kings 1:1-3 -- Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab.  Now Ahaziah fell through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria, and was injured; so he sent messengers and said to them, "Go, inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, whether I shall recover from this injury."  But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, "Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them, 'Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?' ”

The consulting of gods is sinful man’s continual temptation.  Men today in our society do not necessarily consult the spokesmen of false religious cults, or the occult for advice, but they are continually seeking counsel from ungodly, un-Scriptural sources and going to advisers who will tell them what they want to hear.  In thinking these advisers are not religious, they deceive themselves and are captivated by false religion.  Let your true ministers today effectively warn against all such seeking, as Elijah did, even though it may arouse the ire of those in high places.  They are not able to, as Elijah was, to call down fire from heaven upon adversaries, but assure them – and all Your people – of Your divine protection and favor.  When we are sick, let us consult the best medical advice when it is necessary, but especially let us come to You, Our God, for Your word and healing.

OCTOBER 21  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 2:11-15 -- Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.  And Elisha saw it, and he cried out, "My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen!" So he saw him no more. And he took hold of his own clothes and tore them into two pieces.  He also took up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood by the bank of the Jordan.  Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, and said, "Where is the Lord God of Elijah?" And when he also had struck the water, it was divided this way and that; and Elisha crossed over.  Now when the sons of the prophets who were from Jericho saw him, they said, "The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha." And they came to meet him, and bowed to the ground before him.

O God, You are our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb.13:8).  Though You have not chosen to manifest Your power today in the same miraculous events by which You substantiated the inspiration and authority of the prophets, yet the continuity of Your covenant places the spokesmen of Your kingdom in the line of the faithful prophets of old.  Let the mantle of Elijah and Elisha rest upon those who proclaim Your word.  May the strength of our nation lie in its godly men, its “chariots and its horsemen” (II Ki.6:17; 13:14).

OCTOBER 22  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Kings 3:13-14, 16-18 -- Then Elisha said to the king of Israel, "What have I to do with you? Go to the prophets of your father and the prophets of your mother." But the king of Israel said to him, "No, for the Lord has called these three kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab."  And Elisha said, "As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, surely were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, I would not look at you, nor see you”....And he said, "Thus says the Lord: 'Make this valley full of ditches.'  For thus says the Lord: 'You shall not see wind, nor shall you see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, so that you, your cattle, and your animals may drink.'  nd this is a simple matter in the sight of the Lord; He will also deliver the Moabites into your hand.”

In a dry desert area dependent upon water for plants and animals, you demonstrated Your provision for Your people on several occasions by miraculously giving water (Ex.17:1-7; Num.20:2-13).  Even the wicked kings of Israel and Edom received this provision because of their association with foolish Jehoshaphat  who allied himself with them.  May we see how dependent we are upon You for physical provision as well as spiritual.  “Apart from Thee, I long and thirst, and naught can satisfy; I wander in a desert land where all the streams are dry” (Psa.63:1).  Our Savior said, “If any man thirst, let him come to Me and drink” (John 7:37).

OCTOBER 23  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 4:9-10, 16, 26 -- And she said to her husband, "Look now, I know that this is a holy man of God, who passes by us regularly. Please, let us make a small upper room on the wall; and let us put a bed for him there, and a table and a chair and a lampstand; so it will be, whenever he comes to us, he can turn in there”....Then he said, "About this time next year you shall embrace a son." And she said, "No, my lord. Man of God, do not lie to your maidservant!"...."Please run now to meet her, and say to her, 'Is it well with you? Is it well with your husband? Is it well with the child?' " And she answered, "It is well."
May we use our home, the house You have given us, and our family life together in that house, for Your glory and the good of Your people.  Give the people of our congregation and the church of our day an earnest desire for true hospitality.  May we render loyal service to the brethren, especially to strangers, and send them on their way as befits God’s service, “for they have set out for His sake and accepted nothing from the heathen”  (III John 5-7).   You Yourself have seen fit to dwell in the midst of Your people (Matt.1:23).  Dwell in our home, O Lord!  You have given children to us – make them truly Your children.  Sanctify every trial in our home, that we may be able to truly say, “Shalom” – “It is well!”  Prepare us, O Lord, for whatever trial or pain or disappointment may be ahead for us – this day and throughout our lives.  Teach us to trust  more fully in You.  Teach us to say from the heart, “It is well!”

OCTOBER 24  -  MORNING
2 Kings 5:11-12 -- But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, "Indeed, I said to myself, 'He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.'  Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?" So he turned and went away in a rage.

Man’s ways are not Your ways, O Lord.  Man is full of pride and wants things to be done his way.  And his own way does not have room for humble obedience to Your word.  “There is a way which seems right to a man, but the end of it is the way of death” (Prov.14:12).  Man would rather invent his own way of salvation than submit to Your revealed way.  Let us be humble before You, O Lord, believing, trusting, proclaiming and offering nothing but the way You have revealed.  Let Your ministers urgently and faithfully press upon men the necessity of humble obedience.  As Naaman the Syrian had to come to Israel where the word of God was confirmed by signs and wonders, men must come today to the completed, sufficient Scriptures, and to the Church of Jesus Christ, where Your word is proclaimed and obeyed.  Let us take great solace and encouragement in this provision, and let us also faithfully call others to it.  Deliver Your church from its preoccupation with the sensational and the “exciting,” and give it a satisfaction in the “still small voice” of Your word (I Kings 19:12).

OCTOBER 24  -  EVENING

2 Kings 5:26-27 -- Then he said to him, "Did not my heart go with you when the man turned back from his chariot to meet you? Is it time to receive money and to receive clothing, olive groves and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and female servants? Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and your descendants forever." And he went out from his presence leprous, as white as snow.

What a serious sin, O Lord, to convey in any way the impression that Your favor may be bought.  Prevent us from giving men that idea, consciously or unconsciously.  Your grace is totally free, undeserved, unmerited; and yet it totally obligates those who receive it.  Let your ministers never neglect to warn of the cost of discipleship, and let us as parents and Christians never neglect that cost ourselves or fail to communicate it.  May we be faithful conveyors of the truth of Your salvation, in words and in actions.  And let us first clearly understand Your revealed ways and have a true appreciation of our own salvation by grace (Eph.2:8-9).  May we, as beggars who have been given bread, show other beggars the source of our supply.  Keep us from the materialism and greed of Gehazi that would cause a misrepresentation of You and Your grace.  Keep us from making decisions among Your people and in the world that are based, even subtly, on what the results will bring to us in the way of money, possessions, or appreciation. 

OCTOBER 25  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Kings 6:15-17 -- And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, "Alas, my master! What shall we do?"  So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them."  And Elisha prayed, and said, "Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see." Then the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

Our faith is very weak, Lord.  We are so often fearful like this servant of Elisha.  Because of spiritual blindness we become discouraged and depressed.  The problems and opposition loom so large that we forget things as they really are in Your sovereign hand and plan.  Open our eyes to see that the battle is a spiritual one, and that “the battle is the Lord’s” (I Sam.17:47); that the One Who is in us is greater than the one who is in the world (I Jn.4:4).  Take our focus off the circumstances, and remind us that, “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him and delivers them” (Psa.34:7).  Give us the right kind of optimism – one based on realism – the sure knowledge that the Lord God the omnipotent reigns, and that even though we “wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers” (Eph.6:12), the victory is assured.  Give us grace today to live in the knowledge and assurance of things unseen (II Cor.4:18; Col.3:2-3; II Chron.20:15; 32:7-8).

OCTOBER 26  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 7:9 -- Then they said to one another, "We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news, and we remain silent. If we wait until morning light, some punishment will come upon us. Now therefore, come, let us go and tell the king's household."

It is sinful to withhold the news that would mean life to others.  The sixth commandment requires “all careful studies and lawful endeavors, to preserve the life of ourselves and others,” and forbids “the neglecting or withdrawing the lawful and necessary means of preserving life” (Larger Catechism, 135-136).  In the spiritual realm this certainly implies that we are not to withhold what is necessary to the spiritual well-being of others.  May the good news of the gospel be seen by Your people as more necessary than food or drink, and may we long to share it; may the blood of others not be upon our hands (Ezek.3:17-22; 33:1-11).  As we partake of the Lord’s Supper, may it not be a feast we keep to ourselves, but let us go to the highways and hedges and tell those in physical and spiritual need of the bread of life (Matt.22:9-10; Lk.14:23).  Let us hear You say, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to him for whom nothing is prepared” (Neh.8:10).  Purge us from sin this day; as we partake of the feast of the gospel, enable us to “go and tell.”  Give us clarity of speech and keenness of mind and fervency of love as we attempt to open Your word to Your people and as we go into the world.  In the day of good news, let us not remain silent.

OCTOBER 27  -  MORNING
2 Kings 8:12-13 -- And Hazael said, "Why is my lord weeping?" He answered, "Because I know the evil that you will do to the children of Israel: Their strongholds you will set on fire, and their young men you will kill with the sword; and you will dash their children, and rip open their women with child."  So Hazael said, "But what is your servant -- a dog, that he should do this gross thing?" And Elisha answered, "The Lord has shown me that you will become king over Syria."

The affairs of human history are in Your hand, O Lord.  Even the evil actions of men, for which they are fully responsible, are a part of Your divine plan.  You cast down kings from their thrones and raise up those of low degree (Luke 1:52).  What a comfort to Your people to know that nothing happens which is not known beforehand to our God and decreed by Him.  Your prophet Elijah not only anointed Elisha to follow him in the realm of ecclesiastical affairs – he also anointed Jehu to be king over Israel and Hazael to be king over Syria (I Ki.19:15-16).  What fear this truth ought to stir in the wicked, and what comfort and assurance it ought to stir in Your people.  Cause men to fear You, O Lord God!

OCTOBER 27  -  EVENING

2 Kings 8:18-19 -- And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for the daughter of Ahab was his wife; and he did evil in the sight of the Lord.  Yet the Lord would not destroy Judah, for the sake of his servant David, as He promised him to give a lamp to him and his sons forever.

Lord, it is because of Your promise, given through our Messiah, the Son of David, that Your people are not destroyed.  We deserve only Your wrath, and yet Your eternal covenant never fails (Lam.3:22-23).  In the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, preserve us and cause us to prosper, so that Your name and gospel might be spread and the darkness scattered.  Use this day in our own lives to equip us for service, and to bring honor to Your name.  Keep Your church for the sake of Christ, and because of Your covenant with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and David, and because of the godly men You have raised up since the days of the apostles, and the godly men who serve You today.  Do not let their labor be in vain (Gal.4:11; I Thess.3:5; Phil.2:16; I Cor.15:58).  Also preserve this nation through the labors of the few godly men who have been faithful to You, “the horses and chariots of Israel” (II Kings 2:12; 13:14).

OCTOBER 28  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 9:25-26 -- Then Jehu said to Bidkar his captain, "Pick him up, and throw him into the tract of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite; for remember, when you and I were riding together behind Ahab his father, that the Lord laid this burden upon him:  'Surely I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons,' says the Lord, 'and I will repay you in this plot,' says the Lord. Now therefore, take and throw him on the plot of ground, according to the word of the Lord."

Surely a man’s sins will find him out (Num.32:23); surely a man will reap what he sows (Gal.6:7); surely the iniquities of the fathers will be visited upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of those who hate You (Ex.20:5).  Let us take comfort in the wisdom and consistency of Your justice, O God, and let us take warning with regard to our own sins – those which we tend to regard as “little” sins in comparison with those of Ahab and Jezebel.  The blood of righteous men cries out from the ground against those who unjustly slay them (Gen.4:10).  Give us the courage of an Elijah or an Elisha to denounce the shedding of innocent blood by wicked men.

OCTOBER 29  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 10:27-29, 31 --  Then they broke down the sacred pillar of Baal, and tore down the temple of Baal and made it a refuse dump to this day.  Thus Jehu destroyed Baal from Israel.  However Jehu did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin, that is, from the golden calves that were at Bethel and Dan....But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord God of Israel with all his heart; for he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam, who had made Israel sin.

Cause the people of our land and the world to see the horror of idolatry, of having any other god beside You, O Lord (Ex.20:3).   Cause them to understand that it is a sin worthy of death (Rom.1:32).  Raise up leaders who will oppose idolatry and purge it from our land; but may they be godly men themselves, who will replace idolatry with the positive worship of the true and living God.  Prevent leaders, and people, from being like Jehu, upholding Your law in one area, and neglecting it in others.  “For whoever shall keep the whole law, but fail in one point, has become guilty of all of it” (James 2:10; Matt.12:43-45).  It is so easy for us to feel self-satisfied and self-righteous because we have not done certain sins or because we do perform certain acts, and at the same time totally neglect or transgress some other command.  Give us the right kind of introspection and self-examination that will help us to keep and proclaim the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).

OCTOBER 30  -  MORNING

2 Kings 11:17-18 -- Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord, the king, and the people, that they should be the Lord's people, and also between the king and the people.  And all the people of the land went to the temple of Baal, and tore it down. They thoroughly broke in pieces its altars and images, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the priest appointed officers over the house of the Lord.

Let us be those who are instruments in bringing about covenants between Your people and You, O Lord, covenants which are binding relationships of life and love.  If it is Your will, use us to establish covenants between kings and You, between rulers in authority and the true and living God.  May Your covenant be established over all of life.  And let Your people see that Your covenant also means opposition to all that is in error, all that exalts itself against God (II Cor.10:5).  As Joash was protected by his aunt and by Jehoiada the high priest, will You spare legitimate rulers and surround them with Your guarding and guidance.  Keep them from falling into grievous sin as Joash later did, and cause them to desire to enter into covenant with You because of their own will, and not merely at the instigation and encouragement of ecclesiastical leaders.  Save us from the expediency of rulers who adopt a religious stance merely for political gain.

OCTOBER 30  -  EVENING
2 Kings 12:2-3 -- Jehoash did what was right in the sight of the Lord all the days in which Jehoiada the priest instructed him.  But the high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.

May the leaders of our own day have godly advisers and counselors who will instruct them in the way of righteousness and encourage them to follow Your law.  Even when leaders are not true believers themselves, much can be accomplished when they listen to godly men.  But let us pray, O Lord, even more that rulers themselves will know You; for Joash fell away after Jehoiada was gone (II Chron.24:15-27), and he did not faithfully and consistently oppose idolatry and immorality, even while Jehoiada was alive.  Give us rulers who fear You, O God, and who are not afraid of the faces of men (Jer.1:8).  Let us take warning from the lives of men who may personally conform to Your law in an outward way for a time, yet do not apply Your law to the outward life of their nation, and to all of life.  We thank You for the example of Jehoiada the faithful priest who gave instruction from Your word.  Let us as heads of households instruct our own families, and let the elders of Your church instruct the flock of God, and let us all apply Your word to our culture, to its laws and its life.

2 Kings 12:4-5 -- And Jehoash said to the priests, "All the money of the dedicated gifts that are brought into the house of the Lord -- each man's census money, each man's assessment money -- and all the money that a man purposes in his heart to bring into the house of the Lord, let the priests take it themselves, each from his constituency; and let them repair the damages of the temple, wherever any dilapidation is found."

We have no temple and sanctuary as Israel did, nor any priests in the Old Covenant sense, and yet there is still great need for Your people to faithfully support Your kingdom, its worship and work, with their gifts.  And there is also need for leaders to wisely handle the finances of Your church and make necessary repairs to its edifices.  Make Your officers faithful, O God, in the receiving and handling of Your money, and faithful in handling the stewardship of office which You have entrusted to them.  Give Your people a great love and concern for Your “house,” Your church (John 2:17).  Move us to sing from the heart, “I love Thy kingdom, Lord, the house of Thine abode, the church our blest Redeemer saved with His own precious blood.  For her my tears shall fall; for her my prayers ascend; to her my toils and cares be given, till toils and cares shall end.”

OCTOBER 31  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Kings 13:22-23 -- And Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz.  But the Lord was gracious to them, had compassion on them, and regarded them, because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not yet destroy them or cast them from His presence.

O Lord, it is only because of Your covenant mercy and love that we are not utterly cast off because of our sin and destroyed by our enemies.  You are the covenant making and covenant keeping God.  Your covenant faithfulness is with Your own chosen people in every generation.  All Your promises are faithful and true (II Cor.2:20).  Through Israel You gave Your Son, the Messiah, who established the New Covenant through the shedding of His blood (Luke 22:20).  Our trust today is in Your eternal covenant.  Be merciful to us, and have compassion on us, and turn toward us because of Your covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  We have often broken the terms of the covenant as Israel did, but You are the Initiator and Keeper of the covenant, and You never fail.  Enable us to faithfully respond to Your covenant with the love of our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30).

NOVEMBER 1  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 14:3-4 -- And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, yet not like his father David; he did everything as his father Joash had done.  However the high places were not taken away, and the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.

How easily we compromise, O Lord, and blend in with the world, when we profess to be Your people.  Even when we seek reform, it is easy to stop short of total reformation.  The life a person may raise serious doubts about what he professes with his lips; and it is easy for a person to live a relatively good personal life and yet not see the need for society to be conformed to Your will.  Amaziah was a “good” king in comparison with others, and yet no real reformation took place under his reign.  May Your people today, and may we in particular, have the grace, desire, and strength to conform wholly to Your will and require complete conforming to Your laws as we have any influence.   Give patience and gentleness as we teach about these things, and yet give firmness, courage, and unwillingness to compromise the truth of Your word.  May we as Christians, and as we have calling and opportunity to lead, be those whose lives are consistent and who see the need to influence and change society.  May this be true of our church and national leaders.

NOVEMBER 2  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Kings 15:3-5, 34-35 – And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah had done,  except that the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.  Then the Lord struck the king, so that he was a leper until the day of his death; so he dwelt in an isolated house. And Jotham the king’s son was over the royal house, judging the people of the land….And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord; he did according to all that his father Uzziah had done.  However the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. He built the Upper Gate of the house of the Lord.

Like father, like son!  How sad to see generation after generation fall to compromise and pragmatism.  Amaziah, Uzziah, Jotham – all kings who began well, meant well, but who did not consistently follow through with reforms that were desperately needed.  Decisive leadership was lacking – like kings, like people!  The people received the leadership they deserved, and the kings reaped what they had sown (Gal.6:7).  Deliver us, O Lord, from this pitiful condition – in our nation, in the church, and in the home.  Give godly leadership that will follow through consistently.  Make me this kind of leader as the head of my household, O God!

NOVEMBER 3  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Kings 16:10-11, 14 – Now King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, and saw an altar that was at Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the design of the altar and its pattern, according to all its workmanship.  Then Urijah the priest built an altar according to all that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus. So Urijah the priest made it before King Ahaz came back from Damascus….He also brought the bronze altar which was before the Lord, from the front of the temple – from between the new altar and the house of the Lord – and put it on the north side of the new altar.

The continual inclination of man is to manufacture his own gods – gods made in man’s image.  And therefore man’s inclination is to manufacture worship of his own invention and substitute it for that which You have instituted, to substitute man-made worship, man’s ideas, for that which You have revealed, that which You desire.  We are so inclined toward that which is esthetically enjoyable to us, that which we like and prefer, our personal preferences.  We are in constant danger of offering “unholy fire” as Nadab and Abihu did (Lev.10:1-2), of building Syrian altars, as Ahaz did.  As we worship You, O God, keep us from images and idolatry.  May our worship strictly conform to the way of worship which You have commanded in Your word.  Let us worship You in Spirit and in truth, from the heart and by Your word (John 4:24).

NOVEMBER 4  -  MORNING
2 Kings 17:6-8 -- In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria and carried Israel away to Assyria, and placed them in Halah and by the Habor, the River of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.  For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and they had feared other gods, and had walked in the statutes of the nations whom the Lord had cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made.

Our own nation is so smug and confident of its security, O Lord, and at the same time it is indifferent to You and worships gods of its own devising.  It is guilty of Israel’s twin sins of idolatry and immortality, spiritual and physical adultery.  Cause the people to see that we too might be conquered by another nation and experience severe oppression.  Here is a warning to “be sure your sins will find you out,” that “God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Num.32:23; Gal.6:7).  Bring Your own people to repentance and to faithful proclamation of the whole counsel of God, including the warning of judgment to come (Acts 20:27; II Chron.7:14).  Let it be a warning to us this day, that we will fear the thought of serving other gods, refuse them worship and service, and turn away from their customs, which are so subtly introduced.  Keep our eyes upon You; deliver us from subtle temptations today which seek to divert our attentions and energies from You, our God.
NOVEMBER 4  -  EVENING
2 Kings 17:23-24, 33, 41 -- ...the Lord removed Israel out of His sight, as He had said by all His servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away from their own land to Assyria, as it is to this day. Then the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel; and they took possession of Samaria and dwelt in its cities....They feared the Lord, yet served their own gods -- according to the rituals of the nations from among whom they were carried away....So these nations feared the Lord, yet served their carved images; also their children and their children's children have continued doing as their fathers did, even to this day.

Show our own nation the horrible consequences of “religious pluralism” which sets the worship of the true and living God alongside the worship of other gods.  What a heritage to leave to generations to come; what else could we expect but continued deterioration and decline into idolatry and immorality.  Open our eyes to see that “No man can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be devoted to the one and despise the other” (Matt.6:24).  Raise up faithful prophets to set Your word clearly before the people and warn against halting between two opinions (I Kings 18:21).  May Your ministers and all Your people be faithful in proclaiming Your absolute claims on all men and institutions.

NOVEMBER 5  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Kings 18:4-5 -- He removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden image and broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made; for until those days the children of Israel burned incense to it, and called it Nehushtan.  He trusted in the Lord God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor who were before him.

Thank You, Lord, for this example of true faith and consistency in the midst of a long list of unfaithful kings.  Some professed faith in You but failed to remove the high places (12:3; 14:4; 15:4).  Hezekiah did not hesitate to fully carry out the implications of his faith.  He not only destroyed the implements of pagan origin but even that which was made for a good purpose among God’s people, when it came to be misused and worshipped.  Help us to recognize and destroy our own idols.  We pray that You will by Your sovereign hand place in public office men who love, trust, and obey You, and remove from office men whose hearts are set against Your laws, men who are weak and who compromise principle in order to be re-elected.  Overthrow the works of sinful leaders, particularly those who open the door to the killing of unborn children.

NOVEMBER 6  -  MORNING
2 Kings 19:14-16 -- And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord.  Then Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said: "O Lord God of Israel, the One who dwells between the cherubim, You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.  Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God.”

Teach us to spread all our causes before You – every problem, every trial, every oppression, every sin, every temptation, every joy, every sorrow, every need of our own, our family, our church, and our nation, even as Hezekiah spread this letter before You.  “Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see...”  Answer every prayer according to Your own perfect will and for Your own glory.  Uphold and comfort Your people as we face the evils of an unholy generation.  Let us not bear our problems alone but bring them to You, call upon You, leave them in Your hands, seek power to handle them, and wisdom to handle them according to Your will.  We spread before You the needs of this day.

NOVEMBER 6  -  EVENING
2 Kings 19:19, 30-31, 35 -- "Now therefore, O Lord our God, I pray, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the Lord God, You alone."  And the remnant who have escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward.  For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, And those who escape from Mount Zion. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.'...And it came to pass on a certain night that the angel of the Lord went out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses -- all dead.

Let Hezekiah’s motive in seeking deliverance be our own motive, O Lord: that You will be honored and exalted, that Your name and word may be vindicated, that You would be recognized as the only true and living God.  So often we want deliverance from trouble and enemies for our own relief, first of all – for safety and comfort.  Give us a burning desire for Your glory alone.  We pray that You will overthrow all opposition to Your truth and establish Your kingdom in this place, “so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You are God alone.”  May we “take root downward and bear fruit upward,” that men may see our good works and glorify our Father Who is in heaven (Matt.5:16). 

NOVEMBER 7  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 20:15-17 -- And he said, "What have they seen in your house?" So Hezekiah answered, "They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shown them."  Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the Lord:  'Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and what your fathers have accumulated until this day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left,' says the Lord.”

Even a good man like Hezekiah can fall into the sin of pride – pride in what he is, pride in what he has.  We have asked that we might learn from his godly example; now we ask that we might learn from his foolish example.  He wanted to impress the world with his kingdom, not with its godliness, but with its material wealth.  O Lord, may we not be concerned with impressing the ungodly world, but about Your assessment of us and our lives.  Keep us from such boastful pride in things that we would give undue place and prominence to them – our talents or books, or in whatever else we might take delight.  Remind us that these might be taken away.  Give us true contentment in You alone, O God.  May our only boast be in You (I Cor.1:31; Jer.9:23-24; II Cor.10:17).  May we live only to please You this day.  Also we ask that You will prevent us from having the callous indifference toward the consequences of our actions for the coming generations that Hezekiah did (II Ki.20:19).

NOVEMBER 8  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 21:2-3 -- And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel.  For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; he raised up altars for Baal, and made a wooden image, as Ahab king of Israel had done; and he worshiped all the host of heaven and served them.

How quickly a nation can fall back into evil practices and lose what has been gained in reformation.  How dependent each generation is upon You, O Lord.  If one generation turns its back upon You, it forfeits its strength and stability.  May our own nation make godly strides and retain what has been accomplished by continued steadfast dependence upon You.  May Your church not be presumptuous and fall away from its progress by pride and self-sufficiency.  May we not presumptuously assume that our own children will faithfully obey Your covenant and fail to impress upon them the necessity of faith and repentance.  What a frightening thing to see the son of good king Hezekiah become the most wicked king over Judah.  Who was more faithful than Hezekiah, and who more wicked than Manasseh?  Let us take heed!

NOVEMBER 9  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 22:8, 10-11, 13 -- Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, "I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the Lord." And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it....Then Shaphan the scribe showed the king, saying, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book." And Shaphan read it before the king.  Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, that he tore his clothes...."great is the wrath of the Lord that is aroused against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us."

O Lord, may Your word be rediscovered in our own day in Your church and in society, for it has been lost as far the knowledge and practice of the people of our nation is concerned.  May Your word again break forth in power and conviction.  May our nation’s rulers and people weep at the realization that Your judgment is upon us because of our disobedience to Your law.  May it not be too late for our society, as it was for Josiah’s.  May Your church realize how great a sin it is to disregard Your revealed truth in our individual and corporate lives..  May our concern go far beyond our emotions to affect our practice.  May we turn from our weeping to vigorous application of the teaching of Your word to our own lives and the corporate life of our society.  In our own family, let Your word not lie unread and unheeded for a generation, and even for a day.

NOVEMBER 10  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 23:2-3 -- The king went up to the house of the Lord with all the men of Judah, and with him all the inhabitants of Jerusalem -- the priests and the prophets and all the people, both small and great. And he read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant which had been found in the house of the Lord.  Then the king stood by a pillar and made a covenant before the Lord, to follow the Lord and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people took a stand for the covenant.

Lord, give us this kind of reformation in our own day.  Raise up leaders among us who will not be ashamed to publicly covenant with You to keep Your commandments with all their hearts and lives, and to govern their people in accordance with Your revealed truth.  May our leaders in the state and in the church realize that there can be no neutrality in their own lives or in the lives of those whom they rule.  May they realize that intellectual knowledge and assent toward Your word, and even weeping over it, are not enough, but that there must be wholehearted obedience.  Give us men who are not afraid to oppose error and immorality and idolatry in private and public life, who are not afraid to depose idolatrous priests and destroy pagan temples.  Especially give Your church such leadership.  Cause Your people to humble themselves before Your word, and pray, and seek Your face, and turn from our wicked ways (II Chron.7:14).

NOVEMBER 11  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Kings 24:12-14 -- Then Jehoiachin king of Judah, his mother, his servants, his princes, and his officers went out to the king of Babylon; and the king of Babylon, in the eighth year of his reign, took him prisoner.  And he carried out from there all the treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the king's house, and he cut in pieces all the articles of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord, as the Lord had said.  Also he carried into captivity all Jerusalem: all the captains and all the mighty men of valor, ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths. None remained except the poorest people of the land.

Our own nation considers itself immune to such conquest and captivity, O Lord.  Open the eyes of our leaders and people to see that whatever a nation sows it shall also reap (Gal.6:7).  We are as ripe for judgment as Judah was.  Turn us, O Lord, from our wicked path, and cause righteousness to prevail.  Bring Your church to faithfully proclaim judgment and salvation.  Hold before us this example of Judah’s captivity, the awful consequences of rebellion against the true  and living God.  Your people did not even repent after this first deportation.  Let us heed each warning, learn from each example.  Give us a sensitivity to sin, a fear of grieving You.  As for each of us personally, let us not be presumptuous, taking for granted Your favor toward us, our family and congregation.  “Let him who thinks that he stands take heed, lest he fall”

(I Cor.10;12).

NOVEMBER 12  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Kings 25:1, 7, 9-10, 15, 21 -- Now it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem and encamped against it; and they built a siege wall against it all around....Then they killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, put out the eyes of Zedekiah, bound him with bronze fetters, and took him to Babylon....He burned the house of the Lord and the king's house; all the houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the great, he burned with fire.  And all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down the walls of Jerusalem all around....The firepans and the basins, the things of solid gold and solid silver, the captain of the guard took away....Then the king of Babylon struck them and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was carried away captive from its own land.

How comfortably we can read these words in secure surroundings centuries later, without comprehending the impact these events had on Your people, O Lord, and even upon the unfolding of Your redemptive history.  What a judgment, for the temple, the place of worship and sacrifice, the symbol of Your dwelling in the midst of Your people, to be utterly destroyed, and the walls of Zion to be cast down, the walls of protection and beauty (Psa.48).  What overwhelming sadness and shock to witness the destruction of Jerusalem, the city upon which You had placed Your name.  Let us see the awfulness of sin that would bring such great judgment.  Let us hate our own sin and forsake it.  Let us fear Your judgment and take refuge in You – the Judge who is also the Savior.  Let this fall of Jerusalem be a severe warning to the complacent church of our day, Lord God; if You did not spare the natural branches, neither will You spare those grafted in, if we are unfaithful (Rom.11:21).
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