SEPTEMBER 7  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Samuel 1:11-12, 19-20 – Therefore David took hold of his own clothes and tore them, and so did all the men who were with him.  And they mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son, for the people of the Lord and for the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword.... “The beauty of Israel is slain on your high places! How the mighty have fallen!  Tell it not in Gath, Proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon – Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.”
Give us the heart of David, who wept even for Saul, his enemy who was seeking to kill him.  He saw the distress of the hour in the fall of Israel, the covenant people of God, and its covenant head, the king.  Personal enmities were laid aside in his sensitive mourning over the nation in its hour of distress.  He “sought first the kingdom” and Your righteousness.  Give us such concern for the on-going progress of Your kingdom, O Lord, and the ability to put aside personal hurt and animosity and wounded pride because of enmity against us.  Give us the same zeal for Your church that David had for the kingdom.  May we mourn its losses, pray and work for its well-being, fight against its enemies.  You were the true King in Israel, and You are the Sovereign over Your church.  May we be able truly to say, “I love Your kingdom, Lord, the place of Your abode, the Church our blessed Redeemer saved with His own precious blood.”

SEPTEMBER 8  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Samuel 2:4, 10-11, 17 --Then the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah....Ishbosheth, Saul's son, was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years. Only the house of Judah followed David.  And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months....So there was a very fierce battle that day, and Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before the servants of David.

You appoint whom You will as kings over men, O Lord; the affairs of human history and government are in Your hand.  You place those whom You will as rulers over Your people (Luke 1:52).  We plead with You to set over us those who are men after God’s own heart, men who fear nothing but displeasing You (I Sam.13:14; Acts 13:22).  We know that men are a vain hope, and that it is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in princes (Psa.60:11; 108:12; 118:8-9).  Even Davids will fail You and Your people.  But give us rulers who love You and who encourage the people of the land to turn to You and serve You.  In the present scene of history give Your true people trust in Your providence and faithfulness in carrying out Your revealed will.

SEPTEMBER 9  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Samuel 3:35-37 -- And when all the people came to persuade David to eat food while it was still day, David took an oath, saying, "God do so to me, and more also, if I taste bread or anything else till the sun goes down!"  Now all the people took note of it, and it pleased them, since whatever the king did pleased all the people.  For all the people and all Israel understood that day that it had not been the king's intent to kill Abner the son of Ner.

Lord, give us wise and godly rulers whose actions, like those of David, will be obviously just and good.  He won the confidence of the people and became king of all Israel.  Without compromise he showed himself sensitive to the feelings of those he would rule for Your glory.  He had genuine compassion even for his enemies and was willing to go the second mile to bring about peace.  Give our world, our nation, our state, and our city, this kind of ruler.  Raise up men who love Your truth  and are willing to apply it to public life regardless of the consequences.  And give this kind of leadership to Your church, men of full of faith, wisdom, power, full of the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:3,5,8,10), courage and sound judgment, that the people will follow their obviously godly rule. May the elders of Your church have wisdom in dealing with troublesome situations and people, a compassionate interest in those whom You have committed to their charge, for Your glory and for the good of Your church.

SEPTEMBER 10  -  MORNING
2 Samuel 4:9-11 -- But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said to them, "As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life from all adversity, when someone told me, saying, 'Look, Saul is dead,' thinking to have brought good news, I arrested him and had him executed in Ziklag -- the one who thought I would give him a reward for his news.  How much more, when wicked men have killed a righteous person in his own house on his bed? Therefore, shall I not now require his blood at your hand and remove you from the earth?"

Again, give us something of David’s attitude which is reflected over and over again in the pages of I and II Samuel -- a non-retaliatory stance which did not seek revenge but trusted himself to Him who judges righteously (I Pet.2:23).  He did not avenge himself, but rather gave place to wrath, knowing that God had said, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay” (Rom.12:19; Deut.32:35).  How inclined we are to lash out in return to wrong done to us, in thought and word, if not in deed.  How distrustful we are of Your providential judgment, power, and decree.  Teach us to commit our way to You and to leave our enemies in Your hands.  Give us zeal for Your kingdom’s work, a zeal that will put everything else in second place.

SEPTEMBER 10  -  EVENING
2 Samuel 5:7, 10, 12, 20 -- Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion (that is, the City of David)....David went on and became great, and the Lord God of hosts was with him....So David knew that the Lord had established him as king over Israel, and that He had exalted His kingdom for the sake of His people Israel...."The Lord has broken through my enemies before me, like a breakthrough of water."

In the establishment of David’s kingdom we see the establishment of Your kingdom, O Lord, and the preparation for the coming kingdom of great David’s greater Son, the Messiah.  Let us glory today in the fact that You are all wise, all knowing, all powerful; that You bring about Your own perfect will and purpose, in spite of all the wicked plans and schemes of men.  Greatness is in Your hand to give it as You will, and the definition of greatness is Yours to decide (I Chron.29:11-12; I Sam.2:6-9; Lk.1:51-53).  Give us a true, Biblical picture of greatness and cause us to seek only that measure of outward “success” and blessing that You decide for us.  You raise up and You put down.  You conquer Your enemies, who are also the enemies of Your people, and You conquer them in Your own time and way.  Your sovereign love has been set upon us and ours for reasons known only to Yourself.  May we rejoice in Your salvation and Your strength and seek Your glory alone.  May this attitude and motive be given to Your ministers as they open Your word to Your people.  Give them, and all Your people, confidence to proclaim Your word and seek to do Your will.
SEPTEMBER 11  -  MORNING

2 Samuel 6:6-8 -- And when they came to Nachon's threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled.  Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and he died there by the ark of God.  And David became angry because of the Lord's outbreak against Uzzah; and he called the name of the place Perez Uzzah to this day.

How difficult this incident is for the people of our day to understand; and it angered even David himself.  Man naturally thinks he has some claim upon You, O God, that You owe him something, that You must conform to his expectations.  Yet it is we who must conform to Your expectations – You make the rules and we are to obey.  You reveal to us what You are like – we do not decide what we want You to say or do.  And You have shown Yourself to be holy, One who demands obedience.  Make us aware today of Your holy nature and righteous requirements.  Cause us to fall on our faces before You and cry out with the seraphim, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts...!” (Isa.6:3), “How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!” (Rom.11:33; also Psa.51:4).

SEPTEMBER 11  -  EVENING

2 Samuel 6:12, 14-15, 20 -- So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness....Then David danced before the Lord with all his might....So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet....And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said, "How glorious was the king of Israel today, uncovering himself today in the eyes of the maids of his servants, as one of the base fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!"

The ark symbolized Your dwelling in the midst of Your people.  No wonder David danced with ecstasy at the thought of Your dwelling in his capital city.  The people of the world cannot understand our delight in Immanuel, God with Us.  They scorn, as Michal did, the rejoicing of Your servants.  Give us great joy and satisfaction today in the thought that You have promised never to leave us or forsake us (Heb.13:5).  Keep us from the attitude of Michal, which scowls at the exuberance of others and does not understand joy in the Lord.  Give us an exuberance that is not a superficial man-made emotion, but one that comes from You and grows out of Your truth.

SEPTEMBER 12  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Samuel 7:5, 11-13, 16 -- "Go and tell My servant David, 'Thus says the Lord: "Would you build a house for Me to dwell in?...the Lord tells you that He will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever....And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established forever. ' "

David sought to build You a house, O Lord, but You revealed to him that You were building him a “house,” a dynasty in future generations.  And in that house You would raise up Your ultimate King, the King over all kings, our Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Him was fulfilled the promise of an eternal throne and an eternal kingdom.  Open our eyes today to see the greatness and power of His kingdom.  It encompasses all the earth and lasts for ever.  May we rejoice today and each day in reign of the King, and seek to serve Him, please Him, and make known His universal rule.  May we long for the day when His rule will be openly acknowledged by all, when every knee will bow before Him and every tongue confess Him Lord (Phil.2:10).  “May He have dominion from sea to sea...may His foes bow down before Him...may all kings fall down before Him, all nations serve Him!” (Psa.72:8,9,11).

SEPTEMBER 13  -  MORNING

2 Samuel 8:6, 14-15 -- Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became David's servants, and brought tribute. The Lord preserved David wherever he went....and all the Edomites became David's servants. And the Lord preserved David wherever he went.  So David reigned over all Israel; and David administered judgment and justice to all his people.

What a blessing to Your people when You give victory, protection, prosperity, and peace.  May the people of our own nation long for such a period, not merely for the blessing, but that You would be honored in our national and local life.  Give our nation godly leaders who seek Your presence and power, and give victory over their enemies to those who put their trust in You.  The reign of David foreshadows the kingdom of Christ.  Hold before us continually His completed victory and His coming victory over all His enemies.  You have made Him to sit at Your right hand till You make all His enemies His footstool.  “The Lord is at Your right hand.  He shall executed kings in the day of His wrath.  He shall judge among the nations” (Psa.110:1,5-6).

SEPTEMBER 13  -  EVENING

2 Samuel 9:6-8 -- Now when Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to David, he fell on his face and prostrated himself. Then David said, "Mephibosheth?" And he answered, "Here is your servant!"  So David said to him, "Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father's sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table continually."  Then he bowed himself, and said, "What is your servant, that you should look upon such a dead dog as I?”

Lord, let us see ourselves in the same position toward You that Mephibosheth saw as his position toward David.  You owe nothing to us.  All that You bestow upon us, eternal salvation, and material favor, is all of Your grace.  Only because of Your sovereign love and choice, You have brought us to the very presence and table of the King.  May we see ourselves today as the King’s own children, those who have been invited to eat at the King’s table and receive His own inheritance, as those forgiven, restored, purchased with the blood of Christ.  May the song of sovereign grace be continually in our hearts and on our lips.  May it be evident in our proclamation of the gospel that we are sinners saved by grace, and may it be evident in our lives.

SEPTEMBER 14  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Samuel 10:6, 9, 12 -- When the people of Ammon saw that they had made themselves repulsive to David, the people of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of Beth Rehob and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty thousand foot soldiers; and from the king of Maacah one thousand men, and from Ish-Tob twelve thousand men....When Joab saw that the battle line was against him before and behind, he chose some of Israel's best and put them in battle array against the Syrians...."Be of good courage, and let us be strong for our people and for the cities of our God. And may the Lord do what is good in His sight."
Joab took this attitude in the face of overwhelming odds.  May his words on this occasion reflect the attitude of Your people today as we face overwhelming odds in the battle for men’s souls and the battle for our own souls.  The forces arrayed against us are awesome – the world, the flesh, and the devil are far more powerful that we are; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life are more than we can handle (I John 2:16).  In our own strength we are finished, overcome by the strength of the opposition.  But You must give the victory, O Lord – the battle is ultimately in Your hands (I Sam.17:47; II Chron.14:11; 20:12,15; Deut.20:1-4).  Give us courage, and give us dependence upon You.  Give us – especially to leaders among us – a burden for Your house, Your flock, Your kingdom.  May we place the outcome of all battles, spiritual and physical, in Your keeping, and seek the good of Your people.
SEPTEMBER 15  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Samuel 11:2, 4 -- Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king's house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold....Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house.
How subtly temptation first approaches!  If David could only have seen the disaster which would fall upon his kingdom and his family, the heinous sin of murder, adultery, deceit, the anguish of heart over having offended a righteous God, how he might have feared and turned away from that first look.  But sin’s approach and method is to conceal its consequences.  Give us, O Lord, insight into the devices of Satan (II Cor.2:11) and such fear of offending You that we will recognize sin’s advances for what they are and turn in horror from them and deal decisively with temptation when it first rears its head.  Remind us that our adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour (I Pet.5:8).  Especially remind us from this passage and the good example of Joseph (Gen.39:9,12) to guard our hearts against sexual temptations (Prov.4:23-27).

SEPTEMBER 16  -  MORNING
2 Samuel 12:5-7, 13 -- So David's anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, "As the Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die!  And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity."  Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man!”...So David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord."
It is so difficult for us to see our own sin, O Lord.  We are so blinded by our own stubborn wills, our self-justification and rationalization.  It is often necessary for You to send another person to speak directly and frankly in personal confrontation.  Keep us, O Lord, from going on blindly in some sin.  Send someone to us rather than let us continue in it.  Shake us, search us, and open our eyes.  And when You enable us to see our sin, give us the grace to own it directly and simply, as David did, and say, “Against You, You only have I sinned...that You are...blameless in Your judgment” (Psa.51:1,4).  Give us understanding to see that all sin is ultimately against You, a violation of Your holy law, and heinous in Your sight.  As Your ministers preach to others, let them subdue their own bodies, lest they themselves should be disqualified (I Cor.9:27).  Let all Your people be sensitive to sin, slow to speak words of self-defense, and quick to confess to You and to others.  Restore to us the joy of Your salvation, that we may teach transgressors Your ways (Psa.51:12-13). 

SEPTEMBER 16  -  EVENING

2 Samuel 12:13-14, 20 -- And Nathan said to David, "The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.  However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die." ...David said to his servants, "Is the child dead?" And they said, "He is dead." So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house; and when he requested, they set food before him, and he ate.

Let us seek and hear often these words, “The Lord also has put away your sin.”  But let us also see clearly that the consequences of sin often remain, even when You have forgiven.  Hold this truth before us as we face temptation, and keep us from lightly yielding to sin and counting merely on the assumption that it will be forgiven.  Show us the horrible results of sin upon our family, our congregation, ourselves, and most of all, upon Your glory before men.  When such consequences befall us, let us acknowledge that Your judgments are just, and that You work all things, even these consequences, together for good for Your own people: “It is the Lord; let Him do what seems good to Him” (I Sam.3:18; II Ki.20:19;  22:18-20; II Sam.15:25-26; Rom.8:28).

SEPTEMBER 17  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Samuel 13:1, 14-15 -- After this Absalom the son of David had a lovely sister, whose name was Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her....However, he would not heed her voice; and being stronger than she, he forced her and lay with her.  Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, so that the hatred with which he hated her was greater than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, "Arise, be gone!"

How deceitful inordinate lusts of all kind are, O Lord.  Amnon’s “love” was nothing but unbridled selfishness.  Let us take warning and be on guard when any such desires assail us.  Let us recognize them for what they are and see in them the evil one’s devious devices (II Cor.2:11).  Let us effectively warn the young people with whom we have any influence, and particularly our own children, that the world’s definition of love is a cheap imitation and counterfeit of the genuine love that is described in Your word.  Open the eyes of Your people, so that we will “flee youthful lusts” (II Tim.2:22).  Give us the selfless love that “does not seek its own” but seeks the best for its object (I Cor.13:5) – the kind of love You showed when You gave Your only Son (John 3:16).

SEPTEMBER 18  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Samuel 14:25--Now in all Israel there was no one who was praised as much as Absalom for his good looks. From the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him.

Later we are told, “...whenever a man came near to do obeisance to him, he would put out his hand, and take hold of him, and kiss him...So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel” (15:5-6).  “Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain” (Prov.31:30).  Give Your people discernment, O God, that they will not be led astray by deceitful charm.  Man looks upon the outward appearance (I Sam.16:7), and is captivated by smooth words and pleasing personality.  In electing public officials and choosing officers in Your church and submitting to them, in hearing popular preachers and teachers, let Your people scan Your word in godly fear to discern the qualifications You require of leaders (I Tim.3:1-13; Titus 1:5-11).  Let us not be persuaded by pleasing personalities, O Lord, and let us not seek to imitate the appeal of those who use the world’s methods and pretend to be something they are not.  Keep us from deceitful tactics.

SEPTEMBER 19  -  MORNING

2 Samuel 15:19-21 -- Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, "Why are you also going with us? Return and remain with the king. For you are a foreigner and also an exile from your own place.   In fact, you came only yesterday. Should I make you wander up and down with us today, since I go I know not where? Return, and take your brethren back. Mercy and truth be with you."  And Ittai answered the king and said, "As the Lord lives, and as my lord the king lives, surely in whatever place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also your servant will be."

May the attitude of this foreigner and exile toward his new king be our own attitude toward You, Lord.  May we be as willing to be known as servants of Yours when Your name is being reviled, as we are when Your name is being exalted.  May we be as willing to proclaim Your word when it is “out of season” as we are when it is “in season” (II Tim.4:2).  To the one who said, “I will follow You wherever You go,” You said, “Foxes have dens, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head” (Luke 9:57-58).   Nevertheless, let us say to You, as Elisha did to Elijah, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you” (II Kings 2:2).  “O Jesus, Thou hast promised to all who follow Thee, that where Thou art in glory, there shall Thy servant be...”

SEPTEMBER 19  -  EVENING

2 Samuel 15:25 --Then the king said to Zadok, "Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the Lord, He will bring me back and show me both it and His dwelling place. But if He says thus: 'I have no delight in you,' here I am, let Him do to me as seems good to Him."

Let us say the same thing of ourselves, O Lord, “Let the Lord do to me what seems good to Him;” or, as Eli said when judgment was pronounced against him, “It is the Lord, let Him do what seems good to Him” (I Sam.3:18).  Our times are in Your hands.  Whatever the Judge of all the earth does shall be right (Gen.18:25).  We know what we deserve from Your hand – only Your wrath and curse.  And yet we have found You to be the God of mercy and grace toward us. We have been recipients of Your undeserved favor.  Even more, we have received the very opposite of what we deserve.  Make us now content to receive at Your hand whatever You would give, knowing that You will act toward us out of Your great love in Christ.  Let us also search our hearts for sin and confess it and repent of it, knowing for sure that our sin will find us out (Num.32:23).

SEPTEMBER 20  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Samuel 16:9-12 -- Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, "Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Please, let me go over and take off his head!"  But the king said, "What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? So let him curse, because the Lord has said to him, 'Curse David.' Who then shall say, 'Why have you done so?' "  And David said to Abishai and all his servants, "See how my son who came from my own body seeks my life. How much more now may this Benjamite? Let him alone, and let him curse; for so the Lord has ordered him.  It may be that the Lord will look on my affliction, and that the Lord will repay me with good for his cursing this day."

O Lord, help us to have such an attitude toward our Shimeis, who go along “cursing and throwing stones and flinging dust,” who want to oppose us at every point.  Let us look at all affliction and persecution in this light: all that happens to us is part of Your sovereign plan.  It is only by Your allowance that men curse.  Some of our affliction comes as a result of our own sinfulness – we reap what we sow.  But let us profit from all chastisement, knowing that “whom the Lord loves He chastens” (Prov.3:11-12; Heb.12:6).  In the midst of trial let us bow before Your almighty hand, confess and repent of past sin, and draw near to You.  Let us not neglect Biblical discipline, yet let us not take such attacks personally, or become ineffective by getting our feelings hurt.  Let us leave such people in Your hands, and “heap burning coals upon their head” through their repentance.  Use such things in our lives, and bless us through them.  “Repay us with good for their cursing this day.”  (Prov.25:21-22; Rom.12:20).

SEPTEMBER 21  -  MORNING and EVENING
2 Samuel 17:14, 23 -- So Absalom and all the men of Israel said, "The advice of Hushai the Archite is better than the advice of Ahithophel." For the Lord had purposed to defeat the good advice of Ahithophel, to the intent that the Lord might bring disaster on Absalom.... Now when Ahithophel saw that his advice was not followed, he saddled a donkey, and arose and went home to his house, to his city. Then he put his household in order, and hanged himself, and died; and he was buried in his father's tomb.

Frustrate, O Lord, the plans of those who oppose Your servants and the progress of Your kingdom.  Confuse the thinking and the plans of evil men who would erect roadblocks in the path of Your ongoing work.  Give special wisdom to all who earnestly seek Your will.  We ask for clarity of thinking for this day, and for the longing to conform to Your revealed patterns of thought, speech, and behavior.  May our own counsel to others be good and wise counsel, and may we have the benefit of good advice from others.  Give us insight into the complex situations we face in this life and into the way the people of the world think, that the sons of this world may not be more shrewd in this generation than the sons of light (Luke 16:8).  Make us wise as serpents and harmless as doves (Matt.10:16).

SEPTEMBER 22  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Samuel 18:33--Then the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept. And as he went, he said thus: "O my son Absalom -- my son, my son Absalom -- if only I had died in your place! O Absalom my son, my son!"

What grief a man must know to see his son end the way Absalom did.  What anguish of heart David must have had, to know that he was reaping what he himself had sown in his family relationships (Gal.6:7).  We pray, O Lord, that we will not have to weep over our children’s rebellion or apostasy.  May we cry out to you now for our sons and daughters, that we may not have to cry out for them in grief as David did for Absalom.  Use David’s failure with his children as a warning to us: “Let him who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall” (I Cor.10:12).  Give us wisdom, patience and courage in dealing with our children.  May we be faithful in teaching and discipline – consistent, firm, gentle, affectionate.  May we pray with them and for them.  Let us avoid the sin of David, who “never at any time” displeased his son Adonijah by asking, “Why have you done thus and so?” (I Kings 1:6).  Forgive us for past inconsistency, and show us where and how we have failed.  Give us a covenant family that will bring honor to Your name and be a faithful witness and example to Your people.

SEPTEMBER 23  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Samuel 19:21-22 -- But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and said, "Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, because he cursed the Lord's anointed?"  And David said, "What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should be adversaries to me today? Shall any man be put to death today in Israel? For do I not know that today I am king over Israel?"

David here displays a spirit of wisdom and mercy as he spares again the life of the man who cursed him (II Sam.16:5-13).  Yet later, after David’s death, Solomon had Shimei executed when he violated parole and left Jerusalem (I Kings 2:8-9).  Did he continue to plot against the king and remain a thorn in his side?  Give us wisdom and courage to know when mercy and forgiveness should be shown and when justice should be carried out.  Give Your leaders in society such wisdom and compassion, Lord God.  Keep Your leaders from acting on a basis of personal enmity or retaliation, and give a true concern for Your own glory and the good of Your people.   Give us discernment concerning appropriate times and seasons.  Let us not be swayed by sons of Zeruiah. 

SEPTEMBER 24  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Samuel 20:9-10 -- Then Joab said to Amasa, "Are you in health, my brother?" And Joab took Amasa by the beard with his right hand to kiss him.  But Amasa did not notice the sword that was in Joab's hand. And he struck him with it in the stomach, and his entrails poured out on the ground; and he did not strike him again. Thus he died. Then Joab and Abishai his brother pursued Sheba the son of Bichri.

What treachery is masked by a kiss!  What deviousness by a show of affection!  Even as Judas betrayed Christ with a kiss (Lk.22:47-48), so Joab killed Amasa in the midst of an embrace.  In the same way men in every generation cover their deceit with pretensions of friendship.  Give us discernment, O Lord God, and wisdom to see through pretense of support and friendship.  Let us not trust wholly in man, but only in You.  Let us not be unduly suspicious or morbidly concerned for our own safety, but on the other hand, let us know what is in man, as Christ did (Jn.2:24-25), and let us not be shocked and shaken by deceit.  Let us not be deceivers as Joab and Judas were; but make us faithful and consistent in all our dealings, willing to openly confront problems and people, not resorting to underhanded methods.

SEPTEMBER 25  -  MORNING and EVENING

2 Samuel 21:1, 5-6 -- Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; and David inquired of the Lord. And the Lord answered, "It is because of Saul and his bloodthirsty house, because he killed the Gibeonites”....Then they answered the king, "As for the man who consumed us and plotted against us, that we should be destroyed from remaining in any of the territories of Israel, let seven men of his descendants be delivered to us, and we will hang them before the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, whom the Lord chose." And the king said, "I will give them."

When our land suffers disasters such as earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, or economic chaos or shortages, let us also look to sin, and especially to injustice as the cause.  How easily these judgments are dismissed as “acts of nature,” and there is no searching of hearts or humbling of men before You.  Cause the people of our country to once again see Your hand of judgment upon us for ignoring Your law, denying Your authority over us.  When personal trials and troubles assault us, let us search our own hearts and lives to see if there is sin which must be confessed.  The retribution in this case is shocking, even to the people of God today, because our culture and our churches have lost the understanding of covenants and covenantal dealing.  Restore also to us the warning that the sins of the fathers are visited upon the children even to the third and fourth generation of those who hate You, but that You show mercy unto a thousand generations of those who love You and keep Your commandments. 

SEPTEMBER 26  -  MORNING

2 Samuel 22:2-4 -- And he said: "The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; the God of my strength, in whom I will trust;  my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; my Savior, You save me from violence.  I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; so shall I be saved from my enemies.” (Psalm 18:2-3).

You proved Yourself to be David’s stronghold again and again, O Lord.  He heaps phrase upon phrase to describe Your deliverance.  The caves of the rocks in time of flight and the walls of fortresses in the time of his reign were not sufficient to protect him from the enemy.  Your providential enfolding was the only ultimate security he had.  And it is the only security we have as well from the taunts and opposition of men.  We are not involved in physical battles as David was, and yet You are also our only Rock.  We are not wrestling against flesh and blood, but against spiritual hosts of wickedness who are far stronger than we are (Eph.6:12).  May we learn to trust You fully, flee to you, even this day, take refuge in You daily.  With You as our refuge, may we experience forgiveness and deliverance from temptation and sin.  May we have victory over the enemy in Your strength.

SEPTEMBER 26  -  EVENING

2 Samuel 22:16-20 -- Then the channels of the sea were seen, the foundations of the world were uncovered, at the rebuke of the Lord, at the blast of the breath of His nostrils. He sent from above, He took me, He drew me out of many waters.  He delivered me from my strong enemy, from those who hated me; for they were too strong for me.  They confronted me in the day of my calamity, But the Lord was my support.  He also brought me out into a broad place; He delivered me because He delighted in me.  (Psalm 18:15-19).

You are a great and powerful God, O Lord.  You can do all Your holy will.  Your great might is seen in Your creation, in the lightning and thunder of the storm, in the earthquake and volcano.  Your power is also seen in Your providence over Your people: You protect them, uphold them and sustain them.  Here we see Your undeserved favor toward Your elect, Your grace toward us.  You reached down to us, those undeserving of any love or attention, and drew us up.  And now in the face of our present enemies -- the world, the flesh, and the devil – deliver us, for they are too mighty for us.  Give us victory over them this day, as they seek to sap our time and energy, to divert our interest and attention.  Let us experience even today the reality of being drawn out of many waters, rescued from that which threatens us.  May we be able to say, “I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed from my God” (v.22).

SEPTEMBER 27  -  MORNING
2 Samuel 23:3-5 -- The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me: 'He who rules over men must be just, Ruling in the fear of God.  And he shall be like the light of the morning when the sun rises, A morning without clouds, Like the tender grass springing out of the earth, By clear shining after rain.'   "Although my house is not so with God, Yet He has made with me an everlasting covenant, Ordered in all things and secure. For this is all my salvation and all my desire; Will He not make it increase?”

Godly rulers are very rare in our own day, O Lord.  Give us such men who will rule over Your people righteously.  Raise up such men among us, in society and especially in Your church.  David is an example to us of such a man, for You established Your eternal covenant with him and caused him to be a man after God’s own heart (I Sam.13:14; Acts 13:22).  But supremely, Your own Son Jesus is that godly ruler described here.  May He rule over us in the church and in society.  When men bow before Him and acknowledge His authority over them, it shall be as the dawning of a new day, a beautiful day in spring when all the earth is renewed.  We praise You for Christ, O Heavenly Father! – for what He has done and what He will do.  For He has an incontestable right to govern; and He has undertaken it, so that everything is governed in accordance with Your perfect will.  (Isa.9:6).

SEPTEMBER 27  -  EVENING
2 Samuel 23:14-17 -- David was then in the stronghold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then in Bethlehem.  And David said with longing, "Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the water from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!"  So the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David. Nevertheless he would not drink it, but poured it out to the Lord.  And he said, "Far be it from me, O Lord, that I should do this! Is this not the blood of the men who went in jeopardy of their lives?" Therefore he would not drink it. These things were done by the three mighty men.

Give Your church such loyalty to our king, Jesus Christ the son of David, that we would risk our very lives if necessary to please Him and do His will.  May His slightest expressed desire be our command.  Give us such love and loyalty for one another that we will experience something of the amazement and gratitude of David when his soldiers brought him this costly gift.  Let us see the value of a thing in relation to the cost necessary to secure it.  Let us therefore highly value our Saviors’ salvation which He secured for us at the cost of His own blood (I Cor.6:20).

SEPTEMBER 28  -  MORNING
2 Samuel 24:1, 3-4, 10 -- Again the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel, and He moved David against them to say, "Go, number Israel and Judah"....And Joab said to the king, "Now may the Lord your God add to the people a hundred times more than there are, and may the eyes of my lord the king see it. But why does my lord the king desire this thing?"  Nevertheless the king's word prevailed against Joab and against the captains of the army. Therefore Joab and the captains of the army went out from the presence of the king to count the people of Israel....And David's heart condemned him after he had numbered the people. So David said to the Lord, "I have sinned greatly in what I have done; but now, I pray, O Lord, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly."

David seems to have desired to know the number of fighting men in Israel for reasons of pride, to boast in numbers, to take confidence in military might.  And You allowed the king to turn aside to this great sin because of the rebelliousness of the people as a whole.  Preserve, O God, our nation’s leaders from vain pride.  Keep the leaders in Your church from taking confidence in numbers and outward trappings of religion.  May our trust be, “ ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts” (Zech.4:6).  “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will remember the name of the Lord our God.  They have bowed down and fallen; but we have risen and stand upright” (Psa.20:7-8).

SEPTEMBER 28  -  EVENING
2 Samuel 24:24 --Then the king said to Araunah, "No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God with that which costs me nothing." So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.

O Lord, keep Your people and their leaders from offering You that which costs us nothing – in sermons, lessons, devotional time and effort, and in service.  Keep us from laziness; keep us from under-valuing important things or over-valuing unimportant things.  May all our efforts be for You, and therefore may all our efforts be our very best.  May we present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy, acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship service (Rom.12:1).  Deliver us from the cheap kind of offerings which we are so prone to offer – the left-overs, that which is easy to give and which we do not appreciate ourselves.  May we give You the firstfruits of time, effort, and substance. The world will not be won to Christ with what we can conveniently spare.  May we “give heart and soul and mind and strength to serve the King of Kings.”  “Love so amazing, so divine, demands our souls, our lives, our all.”  Use us today for Your glory, O God. 
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