NOVEMBER 12  -  MORNING and EVENING
Amos 1:1,3,6,9,11,13; 2:1,4,6 -- The words of Amos, who was among the sheepbreeders of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake....Thus says the LORD: "For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment, Because they have threshed Gilead with implements of iron....For three transgressions of Gaza...Tyre...Edom...Ammon...Moab...Judah...Israel...”

We, too, have been called to proclaim Your truth to a people who are often unwilling to hear.  Amos was a southerner sent to the north to proclaim judgment against Israel.  We too are strangers and pilgrims on the earth (Heb.11:13).  It is so easy for people to hear  the pronouncement of judgment on the sins of others, but so hard to accept the word of condemnation against their own sins.  Give us the wisdom and discernment of Amos, O Lord, to proclaim Your word in an understandable and unmistakable way, as he does here in this “cycle of judgments.”  Let us not be like Israel which rejoiced in the sentence against other nations but was blind to its own sin.  Let us face our own sins.  Open our eyes; take away our natural resistance, excuses, rationalizations, and let us by Your grace and in Your power deal decisively with our own sin.

NOVEMBER 13  -  MORNING and EVENING
Amos 2:6-7 -- Thus says the Lord: "For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment, Because they sell the righteous for silver, And the poor for a pair of sandals.  They pant after the dust of the earth which is on the head of the poor, And pervert the way of the humble. A man and his father go in to the same girl, To defile My holy name.”

This methodology of Amos reminds us, O Lord, how easy it is to see the sins of others and how hard it is to see our own sin.  It is easy to agree with the word of judgment when the finger is pointed to neighbors around, but there is often insensitivity and hardness of heart when the finger is pointed at us.  Social justice is particularly a blind spot for modern Christians who profess to believe Your word.  Open our eyes to see oppression.  Open our mouths to speak out against it, and our hearts and hands to change it.  Give Your church today and our own congregation an openness to the needs of the poor.  Let us not rely on the state to take care of the afflicted.  Give the people of God an abhorrence of both social injustice and immorality.  In our day, those who profess concern about one seem indifferent to the other.

NOVEMBER 14  -  MORNING and EVENING
Amos 3:1-3, 6-7 -- Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against you, O children of Israel, against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying:  "You only have I known of all the families of the earth; Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities."  Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?....If a trumpet is blown in a city, will not the people be afraid? If there is calamity in a city, will not the Lord have done it?  Surely the Lord God does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.

Greater opportunity means greater responsibility; greater knowledge, greater condemnation (Mattt.11:20-24).  Because You chose Israel and poured out particular blessing and privilege upon her, her iniquity was especially heinous, her rebellion was inexcusable, and her judgment more severe.  To know Your word and fail to do it brings great condemnation.  What blessing and privilege You have given Your church today, and our own congregation and family in particular, O Lord.  We profess to acknowledge the authority of Your word over us.  Let us not sin against such light and opportunity, but love You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mk.12:30).  You know all things – nothing is hid from God.  Yet You have known Your own people in a way that You have known no others.  You have set Your eternal love upon them and drawn us to Yourself (Rom.8:29).  Continually set before us the great responsibility which these privileges bring.

NOVEMBER 15  -  MORNING
Amos 4:6-8 -- "Also I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities. And lack of bread in all your places; Yet you have not returned to Me," Says the Lord.  “I also withheld rain from you, When there were still three months to the harvest. I made it rain on one city, I withheld rain from another city. One part was rained upon, And where it did not rain the part withered.  So two or three cities wandered to another city to drink water, But they were not satisfied; Yet you have not returned to Me," Says the Lord.

“He casts forth His ice like morsels; who can stand before His cold?  He sends forth His word and melts them; He makes the winds blow, and the waters flow” (Psa.146:17-18).  You are sovereign in power, O Lord, ruling and controlling all the forces of nature.  You not only govern the seasons and the weather; You also accomplish Your purposes in all the affairs of human history.  “Whatever the Lord pleases, He does; in heaven and on earth, in the sea and all deeps” (Psa.135:6).  Teach Your people to trust in You more confidently and to shun evil, to confess sin and return to You.  Give us trust and obedience today.  Cause the people of our nation to see Your hand of judgment in the calamities of nature which come upon us.

NOVEMBER 15  -  EVENING
Amos 4:11-12 -- "I overthrew some of you, As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, And you were like a firebrand plucked from the burning; Yet you have not returned to Me," Says the Lord.   “Therefore thus will I do to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, Prepare to meet your God, O Israel!"

You dealt graciously and patiently with Israel in spite of all its rebellion, O Lord.  No one could ever justly accuse You of being unfair toward them.  You held them to stricter account because of covenant mercies against which they sinned.  When others were destroyed, You preserved Israel – yet Israel did not repent and return to You; it did not prepare to meet its God.  Let Your past judgments serve as a warning to the present generation, O God.  Hold before those who profess to be Your people the example of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the example of rebellious, unbelieving Israel.  Spare Your church!  We have sinned against mercy after mercy.  Spare our nation!  What patience You have shown to an undeserving people.  May Your church today be purified and obedient.  May we personally be aware of Your grace and longsuffering toward us.  Let us fear to sin.  Let us be conscious of the fact that we are “brands plucked from the burning” (also Zech.3:2), and be ready to meet You at any moment – in temporal judgment, death, or Christ’s return.  Give us a longing to please You because we love You.  Give such singleness of heart that we will seek Your will and glory above all else.

NOVEMBER 16  -  MORNING
Amos 5:18-20 -- Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! For what good is the day of the Lord to you? It will be darkness, and not light.   It will be as though a man fled from a lion, And a bear met him! Or as though he went into the house, Leaned his hand on the wall, And a serpent bit him!  Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light? Is it not very dark, with no brightness in it?

Israel longed for the day of the Lord because she thought it meant deliverance from her enemies and judgment upon the other nations.  But she did not realize that the day of the Lord’s judgment would mean exposure of and punishment of her own sins.  Keep us from being blind to our own sins while seeing so clearly the sins of others.  May our longing for Your final “day” be because of the fact that our sins will be taken away and we will grieve You no more.  Deal with Your unfaithful church which neglects its duty to evangelize and reform itself and society because it is preoccupied with speculation about the future.  Give us discernment to see “the day of the Lord” in the temporal judgments of our own day and to “prepare to meet our God” (4:12), whether that meeting comes soon or in the distant future.  And give us the determination and power to “occupy” until Christ comes (Luke 19:13).

NOVEMBER 16  -  EVENING
Amos 5:21-24 -- " I hate, I despise your feast days, And I do not savor your sacred assemblies.  Though you offer Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them, Nor will I regard your fattened peace offerings.  Take away from Me the noise of your songs, For I will not hear the melody of your stringed instruments.  But let justice run down like water, And righteousness like a mighty stream.”

Let us dread such a condemnation coming from You upon our worship, O Lord.  Keep us from drawing near with our mouths and honoring You with our lips, when our hearts are far from You (Isa.29:13).  May we fear hypocrisy and flee from it.  Give us a deep dissatisfaction until our worship has substantial reality.  Impress upon our own hearts the need for joining godly worship to life.  May our worship and our lives be vitally related.  Especially help those who prepare and lead worship.  We cannot stir up within ourselves the spirit of true worship – it must come from You, O Lord.   Let us plead with You for it and not be satisfied without it.  Give us holiness of life that flows from true worship.  Give Your people a concern for true Biblical justice, a concern for the poor and the outcast.  May we seek justice and pursue righteousness.  Keep us from formalism and coldness in our worship and self-centeredness in our life and practice.  May our worship be acceptable in Your sight and honoring to Your name. 

NOVEMBER 17  -  MORNING and EVENING
Amos 6:1,4,6,8 -- Woe to you who are at ease in Zion, And trust in Mount Samaria, Notable persons in the chief nation, To whom the house of Israel comes!...Who lie on beds of ivory, Stretch out on your couches, Eat lambs from the flock And calves from the midst of the stall...Who drink wine from bowls, And anoint yourselves with the best ointments, But are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph....The Lord God has sworn by Himself, The Lord God of hosts says: "I abhor the pride of Jacob, And hate his palaces; Therefore I will deliver up the city And all that is in it."

The sin of complacency is a most subtle and grievous sin, O Lord.  How easy it is to be at ease in Zion.  It takes no effort at all.  How easy to provide for all our own needs and bask in the luxuries of life without any concern for the spiritual downfall of the nation or the church.  Open our eyes and the eyes of all Your people to this great danger, that we will not be caught in the web of complacency and the stupor of self-satisfaction.  Shake us from our ease and indifference – in our national life, church life, and in our own lives – our devotional lives, corporate worship and fellowship, giving, knowledge, growth, and holiness.  Give us concern for Your glory, concern for the morality of the people, for justice, for the poor.  Awaken our slumbering consciences, O Lord, and set before us the challenge and urgency of the hour. 

NOVEMBER 18  -  MORNING and EVENING
Amos 7:7-8, 14-16 -- Thus He showed me: Behold, the Lord stood on a wall made with a plumb line, with a plumb line in His hand.  And the Lord said to me, "Amos, what do you see?" And I said, "A plumb line." Then the Lord said: "Behold, I am setting a plumb line In the midst of My people Israel; I will not pass by them anymore”....Then Amos answered, and said to Amaziah: "I was no prophet, Nor was I a son of a prophet, But I was a sheepbreeder And a tender of sycamore fruit.  Then the Lord took me as I followed the flock, And the Lord said to me, 'Go, prophesy to My people Israel.'  Now therefore, hear the word of the Lord: You say, 'Do not prophesy against Israel, And do not spout against the house of Isaac.' ”

You are continually measuring Your people, O Lord, and You are measuring each one of us individually.  May we prove to be straight and even, conforming to the pattern set forth in Your word.  Let us not be “weighed in the balances and found wanting” (Dan.5:27).  Let us judge ourselves, so that we will not be judged (I Cor.11:31).  Let us hold the plumb line of Your truth to all our thoughts, words, and actions.  May Your pastors be faithful in holding this plumb line to Your church and calling it to obedience.  May we build according to the pattern You have given us, and may our work stand in the day of measuring.  You use whomever You will as Your instruments, O Lord; and You are not limited to those who have a natural polish or eloquence or training.  You have often spoken mightily through rough-hewn men and called those who were foolish, weak, lowly, and despised in the world’s eyes (I Cor.1:26-29).  Use Your messengers to deliver Your message fearlessly in the face of opposition.

NOVEMBER 19  -  MORNING and EVENING
Amos 8:11-12 -- " Behold, the days are coming," says the Lord God, "That I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine of bread, Nor a thirst for water, But of hearing the words of the Lord.  They shall wander from sea to sea, And from north to east; They shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, But shall not find it.”

O Lord, spare us from this most disastrous famine of all!  What greater calamity could befall our land than a famine of hearing Your word?  And yet to the people around us it would seem to be a matter of little consequence if Your word were taken from our land.  But for Your true children that would be far worse than a physical famine for food and drink.  May our greatest dread not be an economic crash or a shortage of the luxuries, or even the necessities of life, but a shortage of  Bible reading, preaching, and application.  We can obviously see what a horrible thing a physical famine would be.  But it is far more difficult to realize the awfulness of a spiritual famine.  Let Your people see what grave danger we are in when we take lightly Your word and are indifferent to it.  You could justly remove it from us.  But give us such a hunger and thirst for Your word that we will regard it as our most valued possession and a stewardship for which we will give account.  Let us treasure the privilege to read, study, hear, preach, teach, and learn Your word.  May it not be in our day that a word from the Lord is rare (I Sam.3:1).

NOVEMBER 20  -  MORNING
Amos 9:2-4 -- "Though they dig into hell, From there my hand shall take them; Though they climb up to heaven, From there I will bring them down;  And though they hide themselves on top of Carmel, From there I will search and take them; Though they hide from My sight at the bottom of the sea, From there I will command the serpent, and it shall bite them;  Though they go into captivity before their enemies, From there I will command the sword, And it shall slay them. I will set My eyes on them for harm and not for good."

The knowledge of Your omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotence must either be the greatest source of dread or the greatest source of comfort, O Lord.  There is no place to hide from You.  The Psalmist took great delight in saying, “Where shall I go from Your Spirit?  Or where shall I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, Your are there.  If I make my bed in Sheol, You are there.  If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me” (Psa.139:7ff.).  May these truths be a great comfort to us.  Let us not fear to know that You are everywhere present, all-seeing, all-knowing, all-powerful.  Let us walk in the light of that knowledge today and commit our way to You.  Keep our family, and each of us as individuals, from harm.  Preserve us from temptation and the power of the evil one (Matt.6:13).  Cause ungodly men to fear Your judgment.

NOVEMBER 20  -  EVENING
Amos 9:1-14 -- " On that day I will raise up The tabernacle of David, which has fallen down, And repair its damages; I will raise up its ruins, And rebuild it as in the days of old; That they may possess the remnant of Edom, And all the Gentiles who are called by My name," Says the Lord who does this thing.  " Behold, the days are coming," says the Lord, "When the plowman shall overtake the reaper, And the treader of grapes him who sows seed; The mountains shall drip with sweet wine, And all the hills shall flow with it.  I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; They shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; They shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them.”

You did restore the house of David when Judah returned to the land, and You blessed Your people materially and spiritually.  The temple and the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt.  But even more importantly, You gave Your Son through the line of David, to save Your true people out of Israel and out of every nation (Acts 15:16-17).    May we rejoice in Your great historical work of salvation and effectively teach it to men.  Restore the prosperity of Your people today, O Lord, that we may rebuild ruined cities and rebuild our culture according to the patterns of Your word, that many will turn to You in faith and cast themselves on Your mercy.  Cause those things which may be shaken to be removed, in order that what cannot be shaken may remain (Heb.12:27).
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