OCTOBER 16  -  MORNING and EVENING
Daniel 1:8, 20 -- But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself….And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers who were in all his realm.

May what was true of Daniel and his three friends be true of Your people today, as we live before the world.  May Your people be wiser than all their worldly teachers because Your testimonies are our daily meditation (Psa.119:99).  Raise up men of wisdom, scholarship, discernment, and godliness, men who are willing to stand upon principle and are willing to count the cost of popularity and the approval of men, willing to be opposed and even ridiculed because of our relationship to You and obedience to Your word.  Raise up men who are not afraid of the faces of men (Jer.1:8), whose only fear is displeasing You, men who are not only more intelligent, skillful, and competent than the ungodly people of the world, but men who are also holy in walk and character.  Encourage Your people to know that by meditating upon Your precepts they can be wiser than the wisest men of the world because their presuppositions are informed by Your word.  May our discipline of life, industry, and consistency put to shame even those who revile our good behavior in Christ (I Pet.3:16).  Keep us from pride in ourselves, but may the name and honor of our God be so important to us that we will excel the world in every area.

OCTOBER 17  -  MORNING and EVENING
Daniel 2:34-35, 44 -- "You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.  Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth….And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”

We praise You for this beautiful and thrilling picture of the supremacy of Your kingdom over all the kingdoms of the earth.  Bring it to its final fulfillment, O Lord!  Your kingdom, which came in its fullness in Christ Your Son during the days of the Roman Empire, smashes all man-made kingdoms and continues to grow.  Christ goes forth conquering and to conquer (Rev.6:2).  The shout has gone up, “The kingdoms of the world have become the kingdom of our God and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev.11:15).  “The stone which the builder rejected has become the head of the corner.  This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes” (Psa. 118:22-23).  Give comfort and confidence to Your people as we struggle against the world, the flesh, and the devil.  Show us that the victory will be ours because the victory is Yours.  Enable us labor today and this week in the light of this knowledge.

OCTOBER 18  -  MORNING
Daniel 3:16-18 -- Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.  If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king.  But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up."

We are not asked to bow down to a literal golden idol, O Lord, but daily we are asked to yield allegiance, obedience, and worship to things and philosophies which are contrary to Your word.  Make us willing to “yield up our bodies” (v.28) rather than worship and serve any other god.  How often we have weakly compromised in the face of opposition and been unwilling to stand firmly against that which was clearly evil.  Give us wisdom and discernment to see what issues are worth standing for, living for, and dying for.  Give us courage to be like these stalwarts who were willing to die rather than worship false gods.  May Your ministers effectively warn Your people about every temptation to bow before idols.  Raise up men like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in Your church today, O God, men who see the issues clearly, who are Biblically discerning, who are willing to oppose idolatry and immorality in all its forms and at all cost, men who refuse to bow before the world’s idols, though they are accused of disloyalty and severely persecuted (I Chron.12:32).  Give discernment and courage to the people of our own congregation, that we will give a bold and consistent testimony before our community.

OCTOBER 18  -  EVENING
Daniel 3:24-25 -- Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying to his counselors, "Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?" They answered and said to the king, "True, O king."  "Look!" he answered, "I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God."

You have promised never to leave or forsake Your people, O God (Heb.13:5).  You preserve them, either from death or by death.  When through fiery trials their pathway shall lie, Your grace all sufficient and grace shall be their supply.  The flame shall not harm them; You only design their dross to consume and their gold to refine.  Help us, O God, in adversity not to grumble or complain, but to trust our souls to Him who judges justly (Phil.2:14; I Pet.2:23).  We thank You for the Son of God Who stands with His people in the fiery furnace and says, “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt.28:20).  Forgive us that so often our hearts have melted with fear and distrust, and that we have so often compromised with evil, especially in its most subtle forms, to avoid the offence of the cross.  Give us the boldness of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

OCTOBER 19  -  MORNING
Daniel 4:29-32 -- At the end of the twelve months he was walking about the royal palace of Babylon.  The king spoke, saying, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my majesty?"  While the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice fell from heaven: "King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you!  And they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses."

Show the rulers of men that You give power to whomever You will, O God, and that they are utterly dependent upon You.  Men’s hearts are full of pride, and they believe that they themselves by their might, brilliance, cleverness, or goodness have occupied their positions and achieved whatever has happened in their rule.  The rulers in our own day seem to feel that they are autonomous, answering to no one, except perhaps to the people who elect them.  Teach them, O Lord, as You taught Nebuchadnezzar, that they are only men (Psa.9:20).  Open their eyes to see that they are ultimately responsible to You alone.  Cause them to humble themselves in fear and trembling.  Let us not think that we have many goods laid up for many years and hear You say to us, “You fool!  This night Your soul is required of You” (Luke 12:19-20).  

OCTOBER 19  -  EVENING
Daniel 4:34-35 -- And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is from generation to generation.  All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand Or say to Him, "What have You done?"

Cause Your kingship to be a present conscious reality for us day by day, O Lord, not just a theological doctrine which we affirm mentally, but the very light in which we live day by day, the light in which we react to circumstances, plan for the future, and regard the past.  Give us joy as we live in this reality, today and in the days to come.  May others see in us those who live in the light of the kingship of Almighty God, the kingship of His Christ, in the knowledge that “the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our God and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev.11:15).  May Your kingdom come and Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matt.6:10). 

OCTOBER 20  -  MORNING and EVENING
Daniel 5:22-23, 26-28 -- "But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you knew all this. And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your concubines, have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not see or hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all your ways, you have not glorified….This is the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has numbered your kingdom, and finished it;  TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting;  PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and Persians."

May our generation not fail to learn the lessons of history, O Lord.  Let the people of our day, especially those who profess Your name, not be blind to Your judgments on nations and individuals in the past.  Make our leaders aware that they are being weighed on Your scale and that they will be judged according to their deeds.  Show men the vanity of worshipping silver or gold, of bowing down to them and giving them first place in our lives.  Impress upon the leaders of Your church the fact that they must keep watch over those You have entrusted to their care (Heb.13:17).  May we not hear You say to us, “You have been weighed and found wanting,” but instead hear, “Well done, good and faithful servants” (Matt.25:21).  Keep us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store.  Give us true contentment in whatever state we are (Phil.4:11; Matt.6:32-33 ).

OCTOBER 21  -  MORNING and EVENING
Daniel 6:5 10 -- Then these men said, "We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God."…Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.

May it truly be said of us, O God,  that any ground of complaint against us must be found in connection with Your word.  If we give offence, may it not stem from our own sin, our foolishness, tactlessness, our personality, or attitude or actions, but only from the word itself and our faithfulness to it.  It is so easy for us to rationalize and think that we are suffering for righteousness’ sake, when the real cause is our own stubbornness and sin.  One of the qualifications for the office of elder in Your church is that a man be found “blameless” (I Tim.3:2), that there be no ground for accusation in him, no glaring discrepancy in his life.  May all Your elders in this place be men who fear nothing but displeasing You.  May they be willing to continue praying, speaking, and living according to Your word, no matter who observes or objects.  May the same be true of all of us.  Let our own times of devotion be so disciplined and consistent that nothing will hinder us.  We have no threat of punishment hanging over us as Daniel did; yet the least interruption can postpone or even eliminate our private times with You and our family worship.  Give us such satisfaction and joy in these times that to miss them would be a great loss to us.

OCTOBER 22  -  MORNING
Daniel 7:9-10 -- " I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, Its wheels a burning fire;  A fiery stream issued And came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, And the books were opened.”

O Lord, You are majestic and holy, high and lifted up, indescribable in Your glory.  Let this portrayal of Your glory cause us to humble ourselves before You in awe and reverence, and burn to serve You, as the countless multitude of the heavenly hosts serve You night and day.  Fill Your people on earth with such holy zeal that we will long for and seek Your will to be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matt.6:10).  Give us that zeal of the seraphim, the “burning ones” who veil their faces in Your presence and cry, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!” (Isa.6:3).  And give us their energy as they fly to do Your will.  May we say as Isaiah did, “Here am I, send me!” (Isa.6:8).  

OCTOBER 22  -  EVENING
Daniel 7:13-14 -- " I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him.  Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.”

O Christ, all authority is given unto You in heaven and on earth (Matt.28:18), on the basis of Your competed work.  You have been designated Son of God with power according to the Spirit of Holiness by Your resurrection from the dead (Rom.1:4).  All things have been put under Your feet, and You have been made head over all things for the church, which is Your body, when the Father made You sit at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion (Eph.1:20-22).  Let us live and labor today and each day in the light of this glorious knowledge, in the light of this portrayal of Your ascension and reign, in the light of Your kingship over all.  What enemy can prevail against You and Your people?  Give us comfort and encouragement in trial and difficulty, so that we will diligently “press toward the mark” (Phil.3:14).

OCTOBER 23  -  MORNING and EVENING
Daniel 8:25 -- "Through his cunning He shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule; And he shall exalt himself in his heart. He shall destroy many in their prosperity. He shall even rise against the Prince of princes; But he shall be broken without human means.”

Throughout history such wicked men as Antiochus Epiphanes have arisen, exalting themselves against You and threatening Your people.  O Lord, our enemies are too powerful for us to conquer in our own strength.  And our struggle ultimately is “not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in high places” (Eph.6:12).  Your church today has no Antiochus seeking to destroy it overtly, but there are a multitude of enemies, alien philosophies, attitudes and ideologies, and many forms of outward opposition.  Your have promised that all such oppressors shall be broken.  Your arm alone, O God, is able to save from their oppression.  You overthrow those who oppress Your people and You establish Your own throne and rule.  Give us comfort and confidence today as we face those who are wise, mighty, and of noble birth, according to the world’s standard.  We praise You that You have chosen the things that are not, to bring to nothing the things that are (I Cor.1:28).  Prosper Your word among us and through us.
OCTOBER 24  -  MORNING
Daniel 9:8-10, 18 -- "O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because we have sinned against You.  To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against Him.  We have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants the prophets.... O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes and see our desolations, and the city which is called by Your name; for we do not present our supplications before You because of our righteous deeds, but because of Your great mercies.”

Let us be like Daniel, not making excuses for sin, especially for our own sin, but let us confess our sin and the sin of Your people to You, O God.  We have sinned grievously in breaking Your law and in being indifferent to You, our God.  We have despised Your word and despised You – not only by an active attitude of rebellion, but also by smug disregard, but treating You and Your commands lightly.  You are completely righteous and justified in all that You say about us (Psa. 51:4).  In so many of our trials we are only reaping what we have sown (Gal.6:7), and we often do not even realize it because we have rationalized and made excuses or passed the buck (Gen. 3:12-13).  Give us genuine confession and repentance.  We call upon You on the ground of Your great mercy.

OCTOBER 24  -  EVENING
Daniel 9:25-26 -- "Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times.  And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined.”

The Old Testament Scriptures point to the coming of an anointed One, a Messiah, One who would be cut off for the sins of His people.  The sins of Your people, both in Old Testament and the New Testament times are very great.  Our sins today deserve Your wrath and curse.  Forgive because of the anointed One who was cut off for us.  Keep Your church today from fanciful speculation about passages such as this one from Daniel, interpretations which take the focus off Christ and His work and emphasize other things, other figures and events.  May our interpretation of Scripture constantly center in Christ and proclaim Him.

OCTOBER 25  -  MORNING
Daniel 10:5-6 -- I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was girded with gold of Uphaz!  His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning, his eyes like torches of fire, his arms and feet like burnished bronze in color, and the sound of his words like the voice of a multitude.

O Christ, You are exalted and glorious.  Even the symbolic descriptions of Your appearance in Daniel and Revelation cannot fully exhaust Your majesty and power.  Who should not trust in such a One and rest in Your sovereign authority?  And yet we are so often fearful and unbelieving.  Instead of falling before You with fear and trembling, we are fearful of circumstances.  Reveal Yourself to us by Your word and Spirit, and cause us to trust You more fully.  May this description of Your eyes being like a flame of fire (Rev.1:14) remind us that You are omniscient, seeing all things – nothing is hid from You, no inner attitude or motive, no word, no deed.  May this description of Your voice being like the sound of many waters (Rev.1:15) remind us of the power of Your words.  Your decree shall not return to You empty (Isa.55:11). Enable us to have unquestioning obedience.

OCTOBER 25  -  EVENING
Daniel 10:9-12, 16-17 -- ...while I heard the sound of his words I was in a deep sleep on my face, with my face to the ground.  Suddenly, a hand touched me, which made me tremble on my knees and on the palms of my hands.  And he said to me, "O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I have now been sent to you...Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your words”...."My lord, because of the vision my sorrows have overwhelmed me, and I have retained no strength.  For how can this servant of my lord talk with you, my lord? “

O Lord, who are we to talk with You?  We too are men without strength, physical or spiritual.  Touch us and strengthen us (Rev.1:17).  Empower us to do the work which You have called us to do.  Make us even more aware of our weakness and our dependence upon You.  Assure us that we are a people greatly beloved, recipients of grace who do not deserve love, but who have received it in abundance.  How gently and tenderly You deal with Your servants!  When we tremble before You, You reach down in compassion and patience to touch our lives.  May we, like Daniel, be aware of Your grace toward us, not only in sparing us from judgment, but in using us to accomplish Your purposes.  May we also humble ourselves and set our minds to understand.

OCTOBER 26  -  MORNING and EVENING
Daniel 11:31-33 -- "And forces shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall take away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation.  Those who do wickedly against the covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.  And those of the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and flame, by captivity and plundering.”

You have not promised Your people that we will be kept from trial and persecution.  Prepare Your true people for whatever trial may come, that we may be able to stand firm and make many understand.  We pray, O Lord, that we may be faithful witnesses for You in whatever trial may come upon us.  Give us the desire to be truly wise people, whatever it may take.  Even the wise are sinners saved by grace who must be refined and cleansed, who learn by experience and are sanctified by the trials which come upon us.  We stand justified before You only because the righteousness of Christ.  Cause us to long for and pray for true wisdom.  Whether it is in the face of opposition by a tyrannical Antiochus Epiphanes or just the ordinary, ongoing everyday offence of the gospel, may we be those who know our God, who stand firm and take action.

OCTOBER 27  MORNING and EVENING
Daniel 12:2-3 -- And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt.  Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever.

Let us live today and each day in the light of the coming resurrection and judgment, O Lord.  Though we are like Daniel who did not understand these things fully or know when they would take place, You have clearly revealed that all men shall stand before You and give account to You.  Impress upon us the fact that we shall appear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive good or evil according to what we have done in the body (II Cor.5:10).  “So each of us shall give account of himself to God” (Rom.14:12).  Help us, O God, by Your grace to live continually in the knowledge of this day of accounting, and fervently and effectively to warn others of its coming, to proclaim the fact that all will awaken, either to everlasting life or everlasting damnation.  May we be counted among those who are truly wise and who shine, and who turn many to righteousness.  May we think Your thoughts after You and understand life because we are acquainted with Your ways.  May we make many to understand and may we be accounted faithful stewards on that day.
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