APRIL 14  -  MORNING
Ecclesiastes 1:1-3, 8-9 -- The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. "Vanity of vanities," says the Preacher; "Vanity of vanities, all is vanity."  What profit has a man from all his labor In which he toils under the sun?…All things are full of labor; Man cannot express it. The eye is not satisfied with seeing, Nor the ear filled with hearing.  That which has been is what will be, That which is done is what will be done, And there is nothing new under the sun.

The ordinary routines of life are so monotonous, O Lord.  Hour follows hour, day follows day, week follows week, month follows month, and year follows year.  How repetitious and empty life can be from the perspective of the natural man looking at life “under the sun.”  Apart from You, O God, life is futile and without meaning.  Because we are sinful people in a world under the curse of the fall, we too are prone to weariness and boredom. Even for Christians, life is “vanity,” temporary, fleeting (“hebel” = “Abel,” “breath”). Were it not for Your creatorship, Your sovereign design, Your providence over all of life, Your revelation of Yourself and Your will for Your creatures, life would be without purpose.  Open the eyes of men on the earth to see how transitory their lives are.  It is only in seeing, acknowledging, and resting in Your divine plan that life has direction and significance.  In Your sovereign providence you have a time and a season for everything (3:1), and You work all things together for the good of Your people (Rom. 8:28).  You thank You, O God, for the meaning You have given to our own lives through the incarnation, death, resurrection, and ascension of Your Son.  Let us do our work this day, and every day, in the light of these great realities.
APRIL 14  -  EVENING

Ecclesiastes 1:12-18 -- I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem.  And I set my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all that is done under heaven; this burdensome task God has given to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised.  I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind.  What is crooked cannot be made straight, And what is lacking cannot be numbered.  I communed with my heart, saying, "Look, I have attained greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has understood great wisdom and knowledge."  And I set my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly. I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind.  For in much wisdom is much grief, And he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.

As Solomon took advantage of where You sovereignly placed him to seek and search out all things O Lord, may we be families that have wisdom to acquaint ourselves with how all things are done under the sun.  Enable us not to condemn learning, but to see the advantages in obtaining knowledge, and coming to You and Your word expecting improvements in our character for Your honor and glory.  At the same time, enable our families to realize that quests for wisdom and knowledge can never satisfy us nor bring about lasting good for this world that we desire, and that apart from You we can do nothing.  We see the disappointments of our sin against You and others.  Deep in our hearts we know that all the philosophy and politics in the world will not restore the corrupt nature of man and bring peace with You.  Enable us to be wise in understanding that when we have done our utmost to reclaim the world to Yourself, our efforts are still lame, defective, and deserving of eternal damnation.  We are so very grateful You have enabled us to understand who will deliver us from this body of death.  We praise and thank You O God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!
APRIL 15  -  MORNING

Ecclesiastes 2:10-11, 17-19 -- Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, For my heart rejoiced in all my labor; And this was my reward from all my labor.  Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done And on the labor in which I had toiled; And indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind. There was no profit under the sun….Therefore I hated life because the work that was done under the sun was distressing to me, for all is vanity and grasping for the wind.  Then I hated all my labor in which I had toiled under the sun, because I must leave it to the man who will come after me.  And who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will rule over all my labor in which I toiled and in which I have shown myself wise under the sun. This also is vanity.

The people of our day are in a mad rush to wring some satisfaction out of life, but their quest is a dead-end street.  Solomon tried it all: physical pleasure, great works of labor, possessions, and wisdom.  But everywhere he turned, the answer was the same: “vanity of vanities, all is vanity!”  Open the eyes of men to see the hopelessness of their search under the sun.  Give Your preachers the ability to point men to the Creator of life who alone holds the key to man’s existence and make life worth living.  Use the book of Ecclesiastes to confront the church and the world in our time with the realities of life and death, heaven and hell.  And use it in our congregation, our family, and our individual lives to forcefully show the inconsistency of every other position than the God-centered life.

APRIL 15  -  EVENING
Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 -- Nothing is better for a man than (or: “It is not a good inherent in man”) that he should eat and drink, and that his soul should enjoy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was from the hand of God.  For who can eat, or who can have enjoyment, more than I? (or: “without Him?”)  For God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who is good in His sight; but to the sinner He gives the work of gathering and collecting, that he may give to him who is good before God. This also is vanity and grasping for the wind.

It is only through You and in relationship with You that life can be truly enjoyed, O Lord.  Let us see and experience true pleasures as a gift from Your hand, because pleasure in itself is surely vanity, transitory, as Solomon discovered.  Give us true satisfaction in the physical, earthly enjoyments of life: food, drink, work, sexual relationships, recreation, social interaction, entertainment, music, art – let us see and experience these with thanksgiving through the perspective of Your revelation.  Man’s ultimate purpose is to glorify You and enjoy You for ever.  Give us meaning and purpose in all that we do – O Lord, be the meaning and purpose of our life and work.  Whether we eat or drink, or whatever we do, let us do all to the glory of God, in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him (I Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:17).  May we truly enjoy life and find our labor good; may we industriously work, building on the foundation with true gold, silver, and precious stones (I Cor.3:12).  Enable us to effectively convey this perspective to others.

APRIL 16  -  MORNING

Ecclesiastes 3:1-4, 7-8 -- To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven:  A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is planted;  A time to kill, And a time to heal; A time to break down, And a time to build up;  A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance….A time to tear, And a time to sew; A time to keep silence, And a time to speak;  A time to love, And a time to hate; A time of war, And a time of peace.

Most people understand these great statements as “appropriate” time: that is, that there is an appropriate for us to do all these things.  But here is a great statement of Your sovereignty over all of life, O Lord.  You have a time and season for all that happens.  Nothing frustrates Your wise sovereign plan.  You are working all the events of human history for Your own glory and the good of Your people (Rom.8:28).  Give us comfort and encouragement in Your perfect will, though we cannot see what You are doing.  “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children, that we may obey all the words of this law” (Deut.29:29).  Give us discernment, that we will know the appropriate time for all things.  How much sorrow and wickedness comes from not “discerning the times” (Matt.16:1-3; I Chron.12:32).  Give us the grace to “look carefully how we walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil.”  May we not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is (Eph.5:15-17).  May we use our time well today, for Your glory, for the good of Your people, and for our own well-being.

APRIL 16  -  EVENING
Ecclesiastes 3:11, 16-17, 20 -- He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end….Moreover I saw under the sun: In the place of judgment, Wickedness was there; And in the place of righteousness, Iniquity was there.  I said in my heart, "God shall judge the righteous and the wicked, For there is a time there for every purpose and for every work."…All go to one place: all are from the dust, and all return to dust.

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God...” (Deut.29:29).  We cannot know the future, as You can, O God, or fathom Your ways.  “...man may not find out anything that will be after him” (Ecc.7:14).  But we can rest in the assurance that Your ways are perfect, that “the Judge of all the earth shall do right” (Gen.18:25).  We live “under the sun,” in a sinful, fallen world; we return to the dust (Gen.3:19).  Yet You have made everything beautiful, and in Your providence you have made a time for everything that happens.  And by Your grace we can obey You in what You command.  Never let us be content with injustice in the land.  Let the rulers among Your people, in church and state, be vitally concerned with fairness and equity, knowing that all men will stand before Your throne of justice.  Let us live today as those who will stand before You on the day of judgment (II Cor.5:10; Rom.4:12).  

APRIL 17  -  MORNING

Ecclesiastes 4:1-3 -- Then I returned and considered all the oppression that is done under the sun: And look! The tears of the oppressed, But they have no comforter -- On the side of their oppressors there is power, But they have no comforter.  Therefore I praised the dead who were already dead, More than the living who are still alive.  Yet, better than both is he who has never existed, Who has not seen the evil work that is done under the sun.

There is great injustice in the world, O Lord, and often it seems as if it is impossible to do anything about it.  There is great temptation on the part of Your people to despair and make no real attempt to correct oppression.  It is easy for us to adopt the cynical thinking of the unbeliever that it would be better not to be born.  Give us confidence in Your sovereign plan and an urgency about doing what You have commanded.  When the oppressed have no one to comfort them, may we become their comforter.  May we point them to Your Holy Spirit, who is called “the Comforter” (John 14:16-18).  May we stir up Your people to “heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound...” (Isa.61:1-3; 42:1-4).  

APRIL 17  -  EVENING

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 -- Two are better than one, Because they have a good reward for their labor.  For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, For he has no one to help him up.  Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; But how can one be warm alone?  Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

We thank You for the companionship You have provided in marriage and in Christian friendship, O Lord.  We pray that You will give us true friends, and we pray in particular that You will provide each of us with at least one special friend who will be a spiritual help and strength.  May we be true friends, taking the initiative and reaching out to others.  We pray for fellowship among the elder of the church, that they would uphold, exhort, encourage, and comfort one another.  In a multitude of counselors there is safety and victory (Prov.11:14; 24:6).  “As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend” (Prov.27:17).  “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother” (Prov.18:24).  “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls (friends) is wise” (Prov.11:30).

APRIL 18  -  MORNING

Ecclesiastes 5:1-2 -- Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do evil.  Do not be rash with your mouth, And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. For God is in heaven, and you on earth; Therefore let your words be few.

Let us “guard our steps” when we come before You in worship, O God, whether it is in the assembly of Your people, in family worship, or in private devotions.  Forgive us for so often coming hastily, casually, before You in prayer, with so little impression of Your greatness, majesty, and holiness.  Remind us now that even though we come boldly as a child to a Father (Heb.4:16), we also must come with awe and reverence, for we speak to the high and holy One who inhabits eternity, whose very name is holy (Isa.57:15).  Let us first place our hand upon our mouth and say nothing (Job.40:4), but stand in humility in the presence of the One who has created us and redeemed us.  Intercede for us, O Holy Spirit, with groanings too deep to be uttered, because we do not know how to pray as we ought! (Rom.8:26).  Humble us; teach us to pray (Luke 11:1).  Keep us from rash, unchosen words.  Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer (Psa.19:14).  

APRIL 18  -  EVENING

Ecclesiastes 5:4-6 -- When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it; For He has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you have vowed --  Better not to vow than to vow and not pay.  Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to sin, nor say before the messenger of God that it was an error. Why should God be angry at your excuse and destroy the work of your hands?

It is a lawful and legitimate thing to make a solemn promise to You, O Lord, “...in matters of weight and moment, an oath is warranted by the Word of God, under the New Testament as well as under the Old; so a lawful oath, being imposed by lawful authority, in such matters, ought to be taken” (WCF, XXII, 2).  Let us not take such words hastily or casually, O Lord.  Remind us today of vows taken concerning marriage, church membership, ordination, and the baptism of our children.  May we impress upon our own hearts and upon Your people how solemn and binding such declarations are.  Let us not take any vows we do not intend to keep, according to Your will and by Your power.  Let us say what we mean and mean what we say.  May we convey to our children the importance of such vows that they will take and the great danger of lying.

APRIL 19  -  MORNING

Ecclesiastes 5:10, 15 -- He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; Nor he who loves abundance, with increase. This also is vanity....As he came from his mother's womb, naked shall he return, To go as he came; And he shall take nothing from his labor Which he may carry away in his hand.

In many ways life is frustrating, discouraging, and depressing, O Lord.  We live in a fallen world under the curse of sin.  There is a sameness and monotony in toil.  We do not have the full satisfaction Adam must have known in his toil before the fall.  But in Christ You have restored life, and in Him there is significance to our labor.  Give us satisfaction in our work today, we pray, a token of that total satisfaction which will come in our heavenly labor.   Let us not love money or live for it, or be frustrated by the lack of it (I Tim.6:10).  Remind us continually that we cannot “take it with us,”  “...for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world; but if we have food and clothing, with these we shall be content”       (I Tim.6:7-8).  Let us be able to say with Job, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return; the Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21).  Let us live for You, work for Your glory, and see fruit borne from our labor. 

APRIL 19  -  EVENING

Ecclesiastes 6:3-6 -- If a man begets a hundred children and lives many years, so that the days of his years are many, but his soul is not satisfied with goodness, or indeed he has no burial, I say that a stillborn child is better than he --  for it comes in vanity and departs in darkness, and its name is covered with darkness.  Though it has not seen the sun or known anything, this has more rest than that man,  even if he lives a thousand years twice -- but has not seen goodness. Do not all go to one place?

What should it profit a man, if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? (Mark 8:36).  How many people around us are living for the accumulation of possessions (Luke 12:15) and measuring the success of their lives according to their worth or influence which can be measured by men.  And how we ourselves are tempted to live by that same standard, O Lord.  Use the message of the book of Ecclesiastes, and all Your word, to teach us that our chief end, our ultimate purpose, is to glorify You and to enjoy You for ever.  If we live for many years and have many children and grandchildren, and even if they are illustrious citizens who make a great contribution to society, it will be all in vain if You are not honored, and men do not fear and obey You.  We are all moving toward death.  “It is appointed unto men once to die, and after that the judgment” (Heb.9:27).  “Only one life, ‘twill soon be past.  Only what’s done for Christ will last.”

APRIL 20  -  MORNING
Ecclesiastes 7:2-4, 6 -- Better to go to the house of mourning Than to go to the house of feasting, For that is the end of all men; And the living will take it to heart.  Sorrow is better than laughter, For by a sad countenance the heart is made better.  The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, But the heart of fools is in the house of mirth....For like the crackling of thorns under a pot, So is the laughter of the fool. This also is vanity.

Show us the emptiness of laughter and mirth without the fear of God.  How hollow is the laugher of our own day, and how often humor is based upon the absurd and meaningless.  Many people would learn more from going to a funeral than they would from going to a party, where life’s issues are conveniently forgotten.  Teach us the meaning of true joy, O Lord, that our delight might not be like the crackling of thorns under a pot.  Show us the blessedness of being poor in spirit, sorrowful over sin, meek, hungry and thirsty for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, and persecuted for righteousness’ sake (Matt.5:3-10).  Prevent us from being morose, somber, and long-faced as a life-characteristic, but also keep us from superficial exuberance which does not take life seriously.

APRIL 20  -  EVENING
Ecclesiastes 7:14-15, 18, 20, 29 -- In the day of prosperity be joyful, But in the day of adversity consider: Surely God has appointed the one as well as the other, So that man can find out nothing that will come after him.  I have seen everything in my days of vanity: There is a just man who perishes in his righteousness, And there is a wicked man who prolongs life in his wickedness....It is good that you grasp this, And also not remove your hand from the other; For he who fears God will escape them all....For there is not a just man on earth who does good And does not sin....Truly, this only I have found: That God made man upright, But they have sought out many schemes."

Life is a great mystery, O Lord, and there is much we cannot understand about it, much that we will never understand in this life.  Sometimes it seems that doing what is right does not accomplish anything, and it is easy for Your people to lapse into pessimism.  Or, we see that we live in an evil world in which no one is truly righteous, and there is a tendency to give up trying to do what is right. When we compare ourselves to others, even other professing Christians, it is easy to fall into self-righteousness.  Keep us from such an attitude, O Lord; give us hunger and thirst for righteousness (Matt.5:16) regardless of what others are doing and regardless of the consequences.  Give us true wisdom from Your word and the power to apply it to life; then let us rest in Your sovereign providence.  May others see in us those who are confident in God, the Creator, Sustainer, Preserver, Provider, and Governor of all things.

APRIL 21  -  MORNING

Ecclesiastes 8:2-7 -- I say, "Keep the king's commandment for the sake of your oath to God.  Do not be hasty to go from his presence. Do not take your stand for an evil thing, for he does whatever pleases him."  Where the word of a king is, there is power; And who may say to him, "What are you doing?"  He who keeps his command will experience nothing harmful; And a wise man's heart discerns both time and judgment,  Because for every matter there is a time and judgment, Though the misery of man increases greatly.  For he does not know what will happen; So who can tell him when it will occur?

If we are to swiftly and submissively obey the command of an earthly ruler, how much more are we to diligently obey Your word, O Lord.  If the order of a good king is wise, how much wiser are Your commands to Your people.  Let us not “delay when the matter is unpleasant.”  Give us discipline to tackle quickly and head-on the most difficult problems and not allow them to grow.  Give us the wisdom to know the time and way to effectively carry out Your requirements.  It is a blessed comfort, that every matter has its time and way, even thought our hearts may be greatly troubled.  Let us be in submission to those in authority over us, in society and church (Rom.13:1; Heb.13:7), and especially to You and Your word.  For You are a great King above all gods (Psa.95:3).  You are King over all kings (Rev.17:14; 19:16; I Tim.6:15).  Assure us that “all Your ways are ways of pleasantness, and all Your paths are peace” (Prov.3:17).  No one can stay Your hand, or say to You, “What are Your doing?” (Dan.4:35).

APRIL 21  -  EVENING

Ecclesiastes 8:10-15 -- Then I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of holiness, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done. This also is vanity.  Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.  Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are prolonged, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear God, who fear before Him.  But it will not be well with the wicked; nor will he prolong his days, which are as a shadow, because he does not fear before God.  There is a vanity which occurs on earth, that there are just men to whom it happens according to the work of the wicked; again, there are wicked men to whom it happens according to the work of the righteous. I said that this also is vanity.  So I commended enjoyment, because a man has nothing better under the sun than to eat, drink, and be merry; for this will remain with him in his labor all the days of his life which God gives him under the sun.
Often O God we think that the best things for us come from the world’s wealth, and if we only had more wealth we would have happiness and be at peace.  We know Your word says, “You are our peace” (Eph. 2:14) and yet we find ourselves not being content, nor making the best of where You have placed us in life.  Enable us to fear You more, and to believe You are always watching us.  Enable us to submit to the providence of God, and cheerfully enjoy what You have given us.  Also enable us to know of our struggle with the world, the flesh, and the devil in this present life under the sun.  Enable us to know this is not our real home, and as Jacob, we need to be patiently waiting “for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”  Enable us to run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking for Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith (Heb 12:1-2).
APRIL 22  -  MORNING
Ecclesiastes 9:10-11 -- Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.  I returned and saw under the sun that -- The race is not to the swift, Nor the battle to the strong, Nor bread to the wise, Nor riches to men of understanding, Nor favor to men of skill; But time and chance happen to them all.

We do not know what lies ahead for us in life, O Lord, nor do we know how soon death will overtake us (Deut.29:29).  Death ends the progress of the work we are doing here on this earth.  Let us, like Christ, work the works of Him who sent us while it is day, for the night is coming when no man can work (John 9:4).  Whatever we may do, may we do it heartily, as unto the Lord, and not as unto men, knowing that from the Lord we will receive the inheritance as a reward (Col.3:23-24).  Give us a sense of urgency, diligence, discipline, and trust in You, O Lord, as we go about the work You have given us to do.  

“We have not served Thee as we ought;  Alas! the duties left undone, 

The work with little fervor wrought, the battles lost, or scarcely won!  

Lord, give the zeal, and give the might, For Thee to toil, for Thee to fight.”

For what is our life?  “It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.”  Therefore we ought to say, “If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this or that” (James 4:14-15).

APRIL 22  -  EVENING

Ecclesiastes 9:17-18; 10:1, 7-8 – “Words of the wise, spoken quietly, should be heard Rather than the shout of a ruler of fools.  Wisdom is better than weapons of war; But one sinner destroys much good."   Dead flies putrefy the perfumer's ointment, And cause it to give off a foul odor; So does a little folly to one respected for wisdom and honor....I have seen servants on horses, While princes walk on the ground like servants.  He who digs a pit will fall into it, And whoever breaks through a wall will be bitten by a serpent.

Show us the leavening effect of a little folly, O Lord, and let us be diligent to purge it out that we may be like a new lump (I Cor.5:7).  Give us true wisdom for our own lives and for the instruction and edification of others.  Give us quiet words of wisdom and keep us from many words, hasty words, unkind words, unwise words, angry words (James 1:19; 3:1-2,11-12).  Temper our minds, that our speech may be tempered.  Give us wisdom for this day, that we may be prepared for battle with the world, the flesh, and the devil, for “wisdom is better than the weapons of war.”  Let our speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that we may know how to answer each one (Col.4:6).

APRIL 23  -  MORNING

Ecclesiastes 10:5 – 10  --  There is an evil I have seen under the sun, As an error proceeding from the ruler:  Folly is set in great dignity, While the rich sit in a lowly place.  I have seen servants on horses,  While princes walk on the ground like servants.  He who digs a pit will fall into it, And whoever breaks through a wall will be bitten by a serpent.  He who quarries stones may be hurt by them, And he who splits wood may be endangered by it.  If the ax is dull, And one does not sharpen the edge, But wisdom brings success.

Enable us O God to submit to those placed in authority over us, especially to the government in every aspect of rule (Matt 22:21).  Enable us not to quarrel with officials over mismanagement or misinformation coming from public officials.  Enable us to know that we have officials better than we deserve.  Grant our leaders at all levels of public service be driven by integrity for every constituent, and not by special interests of a few.  Enable our leaders to be wise in using tax dollars for necessary projects and programs.  Protect the godly leaders who take a stand for You O God.  Give our leaders wisdom in how to direct governmental outcomes, and enable them never to work deceitfully.
APRIL 23  -  EVENING
Ecclesiastes 10:16 – 20  -  Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child, And your princes feast in the morning!  Blessed are you, O land, when your king is the son of nobles, And your princes feast at the proper time -- For strength and not for drunkenness!  Because of laziness the building decays, And through idleness of hands the house leaks. A feast is made for laughter, And wine makes merry; But money answers everything.  Do not curse the king, even in your thought; Do not curse the rich, even in your bedroom; For a bird of the air may carry your voice, And a bird in flight may tell the matter.

We know O God how much happiness and good of our country depends upon the character of its leaders.  Please give us leaders that are good and moral men and women.  Keep foolishness, fickleness, and gratification of the flesh away from our leaders.  Make our leaders to understand what is most honoring when serving the public, and enable them to not neglect the business of running the government.  As a head of household and leader of the government of our family enable us not to focus on the love of ease and pleasure, but enable us to work passionately to the glory and honor of You O God.  Enable us to demonstrate loyalty to the leaders of the church and build them up by “letting no corrupt word proceed out of our mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers (Eph.4:29).
APRIL 24  -  MORNING

Ecclesiastes 11:1, 6 -- Cast your bread upon the waters, For you will find it after many days....In the morning sow your seed, And in the evening do not withhold your hand; For you do not know which will prosper, Either this or that, Or whether both alike will be good.

It is not ours to know, O Lord, what will come of the seed we sow or the bread we cast upon the waters (Deut.29:29).  But let us be faithful in sowing – in working for You, teaching, and living – and let us leave the results to Your Holy Spirit.  Let us not grow weary in well doing, for You have promised that in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  Whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap (Gal.6:9,7).  We are so prone to discouragement and frustration.  Give us the desire and strength to diligently “sow seed” by working hard, regardless of the way we feel or the results that seem to come.  Give us prayerful concern over our work and the seed sown.  Let us not callously sow in indifference, but let us sow with zeal and urgency and prayer.  We thank You for the promise that Your word will not return to You empty, but will accomplish that which You please and prosper in the thing to which You send it (Isa.55:11).  “He that goes forth weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him” (Psa.126:6).  May we faithfully sow today.  Help us to choose our words carefully, guarding our tongues, yet not failing to speak the necessary word. 

APRIL 24  -  EVENING

Ecclesiastes 11:9; 12:1 -- Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, And let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth; Walk in the ways of your heart, And in the sight of your eyes; But know that for all these God will bring you into judgment....Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, "I have no pleasure in them...”

The days of our own youth have passed, O Lord.  As we approach years which should be peak years of more mature thought, action, and usefulness, let us continue to remember the One who made us, who gave us every gift that we have, and allowed us to use our gifts to the fullest for Your glory.  We know that the time is coming when all our faculties will diminish.  May we not have to grieve then over wasted years, but let us work while it is still day (John 9:4).  As we speak to and influence those who are young, our own children as well as others, may we deal with them out of a true concern for them and with a gentle firmness.  May we faithfully convey to them these warnings and exhortations.  May we call upon them to seek first Your kingdom and righteousness (Matt.6:33), to glorify and enjoy You for ever as their chief end.  May our own lives be the kind of example they can safely follow.  Raise up godly young people in our home, congregation, school, and nation, who are not ashamed of Christ and who will set an example which will shame and influence their peers (Mark 8:38; Rom.1:16; II Tim.1:8,12).

APRIL 25  -  MORNING and EVENING

Ecclesiastes 12:7-8, 13-14 -- Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit will return to God who gave it.  "Vanity of vanities," says the Preacher, "All is vanity."...Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man's all.  For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.

May this conclusion and summary of Ecclesiastes stand as a summary of our own life and purpose, O God: to fear You and keep Your commandments.  There is so little fear and trembling before You in the eyes of men, so little heart obedience.  Impress upon us the fact that we must give account to You for every word, thought, and deed (Rom.14:12; II Cor.5:10).  May our chief end truly be to glorify You and to enjoy You for ever.  Let us understand experimentally the true meaning of life, not merely giving mental and verbal assent to the truth revealed in Scripture, but knowing in practice the reality of fearing You, worshipping You, obeying You in every area of life.  There is so much monotony and weariness in life, particularly in study, and in the endless cycle of preparation for our work.  Fill our study and labor with joy because of Your centrality in our lives.  Give us the grace to earnestly and effectively set Your requirements before men, to hold before them the issues of life and death, and the grace to live before them as God-fearers.  Let us live this day as those who will have to give account (Heb.13:7).  Use us for Your glory.
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