AUGUST 29 – MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 1:4-5, 16, 26, 28 -- Then I looked, and behold, a whirlwind was coming out of the north, a great cloud with raging fire engulfing itself; and brightness was all around it and radiating out of its midst like the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire.  Also from within it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance: they had the likeness of a man....The appearance of the wheels and their workings was like the color of beryl, and all four had the same likeness. The appearance of their workings was, as it were, a wheel in the middle of a wheel....And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a likeness with the appearance of a man high above it....Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. So when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard a voice of One speaking.

Your glory is indescribable, O Lord.  This mysterious vision of Ezekiel underscores Your great majesty, holiness, and glory.  The language of “appearance” and “likeness” must be used, even in a revelation of Yourself, to describe what is beyond human comprehension.  “No one has seen God at any time; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has made Him known” (John 1:18).  Give us a true sense of awe in Your presence.  As Your people gather for worship, cause us to inwardly cast ourselves before You with fear and trembling, to adore Your for who You are, the true and living God.  Bring us to fall at the feet of Jesus Christ Your Son, as those who are dead (Rev.1:17), and say as the seraphim did, “Holy, holy, holy,” and as Isaiah did, “Woe is me, for I am undone!” (Isa.6:3,5).

AUGUST 30 – MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 2:3-6 -- And He said to me: "Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day. For they are impudent and stubborn children. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God.'  As for them, whether they hear or whether they ref use -- for they are a rebellious house -- yet they will know that a prophet has been among them.  And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid of their words or dismayed by their looks, though they are a rebellious house.”

We are not professional prophets as Ezekiel was, but give us the willingness, courage, and persistence, Lord God, to faithfully stand for Your truth and proclaim it in every situation, regardless of the response – whether people hear and obey or stop their ears and rebel (Acts 7:57).  Let us always be sure that the message we speak is from You, and that it is fully consistent with Your word.  Then let us proclaim it boldly and uncompromisingly, publicly and privately.  Give us such a fear of You and a fear of displeasing You that we will not be afraid of the faces of men (Jer.1:8).  Even today, give us boldness in making Your gospel known and in consistently applying the whole counsel of God to all areas of life (Acts 20:27).  Teach us patience in the face of opposition and indifference.  Give us sensitivity to the needs of Your people and the ability to speak the truth in love with gentleness and firmness (Eph.4:15).  Give us wisdom to know when to gently plead and when to boldly command.

AUGUST 31 - MORNING
Ezekiel 3:1-4 -- Moreover He said to me, "Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel."  So I opened my mouth, and He caused me to eat that scroll.  And He said to me, "Son of man, feed your belly, and fill your stomach with this scroll that I give you." So I ate, and it was in my mouth like honey in sweetness.  Then He said to me: "Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words to them.”

Give us an appetite for Your truth, O Lord, an eagerness to devour Your word, and to proclaim it in all its fullness.  May we obediently receive it, digesting it ourselves, heeding it and applying it to our own lives.  May Your word make us say, “How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psa.119:103).  May we know it, and fill ourselves with it.  We know that this word of Yours will sometimes be bitter in our stomachs (Rev.10:10).  There are difficult and disagreeable aspects to Your truth, because both the messenger and the hearers are sinful people.  Give us boldness to proclaim the whole counsel of God, its warnings as well as its promises (Acts 20:27).  We know that we will never be effective proclaimers without assimilating Your message ourselves.

AUGUST 31 - EVENING
Ezekiel 3:8, 11, 27 -- "Behold, I have made your face strong against their faces, and your forehead strong against their foreheads....And go, get to the captives, to the children of your people, and speak to them and tell them, 'Thus says the Lord God,' whether they hear, or whether they refuse....But when I speak with you, I will open your mouth, and you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God.' He who hears, let him hear; and he who refuses, let him refuse; for they are a rebellious house.”

O Lord, this is a hard saying for Your messengers to hear.  In our pride we want to be liked and admired by all men; yet we know that if we are faithful witnesses to Your truth we will be hated by many.  Who wants to have a forehead “like adamant harder than flint?” (v.9).  Yet You have said to Your messengers, “Go, and make the heart of this people fat, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes...” (Isa.6:10).  Give us a proper Biblical balance in our attitude toward those to whom we preach and witness, O Lord.  On the one hand, let us be sure that our message is in accord with Your word and that we are faithful and consistent, whatever the response may be, knowing that the hearers must bear responsibility and results must come by Your sovereign Spirit.  On the other hand, let us be truly burdened for those who hear and plead for their life and salvation.

SEPTEMBER 1  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 3:17-18 – “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me:  When I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand.  Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.”

What an awesome responsibility lies upon those who proclaim Your gospel, O Lord!  Make Your pastors and preachers – and all Your people – very conscious of their appointed function to warn.  Many of us are very reserved and timid when it comes to confronting others with sin.  Make us bold for Your own glory and for the good of those to whom we speak.  Take away the fear of the faces of men (Jer.1:8).  Give us such a love for You and for others that we will love enough to warn.  Remind us also that we warn to save our own lives, for You will require it at our hands if we fail to warn diligently.  You have said, “If anyone among You wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20).

SEPTEMBER 1  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 4:1-2, 4, 6, 9 -- "You also, son of man, take a clay tablet and lay it before you, and portray on it a city, Jerusalem. Lay siege against it, build a siege wall against it, and heap up a mound against it; set camps against it also, and place battering rams against it all around....Lie also on your left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it. According to the number of the days that you lie on it, you shall bear their iniquity....And when you have completed them, lie again on your right side; then you shall bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days. I have laid on you a day for each year....Also take for yourself wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet, and spelt; put them into one vessel, and make bread of them for yourself. During the number of days that you lie on your side, three hundred and ninety days, you shall eat it.”

Your prophet Ezekiel not only proclaimed Your message to Israel and Judah, O Lord. He himself was Your message.  He acted out the horrors of the captivity in a graphic and unmistakable way.  Though You have not given your pastors and elders specific actions to accompany their message, they must be a message by their lives and practice as well as bringing a teaching with their lips (II Cor.3:2-3).  Give to them, and to all Your people, a sanctified imagination, that we may vividly illustrate the truth of Your word, so that it may be easily understood and applied to those who hear.  May the message be made plain, “so he may run who reads it” (Hab.2:2).  May Your preachers also preach with urgency, as Ezekiel did.

SEPTEMBER 2  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 5:1-2, 14-17 -- "And you, son of man, take a sharp sword, take it as a barber's razor, and pass it over your head and your beard; then take scales to weigh and divide the hair.  You shall burn with fire one-third in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are finished; then you shall take one-third and strike around it with the sword, and one-third you shall scatter in the wind: I will draw out a sword after them.... 'Moreover I will make you a waste and a reproach among the nations that are all around you, in the sight of all who pass by. So it shall be a reproach, a taunt, a lesson, and an astonishment to the nations that are all around you, when I execute judgments among you in anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. I, the Lord, have spoken.  When I send against them the terrible arrows of famine which shall be for destruction, which I will send to destroy you, I will increase the famine upon you and cut off your supply of bread.  So I will send against you famine and wild beasts, and they will bereave you. Pestilence and blood shall pass through you, and I will bring the sword against you. I, the Lord, have spoken.' "

Cause our nation to tremble before You, Lord God, to fear the judgments which will surely come upon us if we continue in our godless course.  Spare us famine, sword, and captivity.  We are so ripe for judgment – it is only because of Your mercy that we have not already been consumed.  Let us not be lulled to sleep by reprieves You have given us in our national life and direction.  Open our eyes to see that Your kindness should lead us to repentance (Rom.2:4).  Show our leaders and people the horror of sin and what it deserves.  Raise up faithful leaders in church and state.  Revive Your church in the midst of our nation!

SEPTEMBER 3  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 6:7. 9-10, 13-14 -- "The slain shall fall in your midst, and you shall know that I am the Lord....Then those of you who escape will remember Me among the nations where they are carried captive, because I was crushed by their adulterous heart which has departed from Me, and by their eyes which play the harlot after their idols; they will loathe themselves for the evils which they committed in all their abominations.  And they shall know that I am the Lord; I have not said in vain that I would bring this calamity upon them....'Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when their slain are among their idols all around their altars, on every high hill, on all the mountaintops, under every green tree, and under every thick oak, wherever they offered sweet incense to all their idols.  So I will stretch out My hand against them and make the land desolate, yes, more desolate than the wilderness toward Diblah, in all their dwelling places. Then they shall know that I am the Lord.' " ' "

This refrain, “You shall know that I am the Lord,” occurs throughout Ezekiel.  It indicates that every knee shall bow before You and every tongue shall confess that You are Lord – either in judgment or in humble devotion (Phil.2:10).  When You pour out Your wrath, O God, temporally or eternally, all men shall know that You and You alone are the Lord.  May this truth be impressed clearly upon our hearts and minds today and every day.  May such extreme measures not be necessary to curb the rebellion of those who profess to be Your people in our own day.  May such measures not be necessary with us personally and individually.  Break the wanton hearts of Your people, O Lord.  Do whatever is necessary to bring our thinking and our actions into conformity with Your will.  Make us know that You alone are truly the Lord.  Give repentance and godly sorrow (II Cor.7:10).  

SEPTEMBER 4  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 7:1-3, 5-7, 10, 12 -- Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying,  "And you, son of man, thus says the Lord God to the land of Israel: 'An end! The end has come upon the four corners of the land.  Now the end has come upon you, And I will send My anger against you; I will judge you according to your ways, And I will repay you for all your abominations’....Thus says the Lord God: 'A disaster, a singular disaster; Behold, it has come!  An end has come, The end has come; It has dawned for you; Behold, it has come!  Doom has come to you, you who dwell in the land; The time has come, A day of trouble is near, And not of rejoicing in the mountains....Behold, the day! Behold, it has come! Doom has gone out; The rod has blossomed, Pride has budded....The time has come, The day draws near. 'Let not the buyer rejoice, Nor the seller mourn, For wrath is on their whole multitude.’ ”

Give Your spokesmen today boldness to proclaim all Your message, even when the note of destruction and judgment is needed.  They naturally shrink back from it, as all Your people do.  Give them urgency in warning men of the impending doom which hovers over those who disobey Your law.  We cannot foresee the future as Your inspired prophets could, and therefore we cannot specifically predict when a judgment will fall.  But messengers must warn, as Your word does continually, that “whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Gal.6:7).  Stay Your hand of judgment, we pray, upon our nation and church.  May we humble ourselves before it becomes necessary for You to humble us.

SEPTEMBER 4  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 7:18-19 -- They will also be girded with sackcloth; Horror will cover them; Shame will be on every face, Baldness on all their heads. They will throw their silver into the streets, And their gold will be like refuse; Their silver and their gold will not be able to deliver them In the day of the wrath of the Lord; They will not satisfy their souls, Nor fill their stomachs, Because it became their stumbling block of iniquity.

Let us not lay up for ourselves treasure on earth, O Lord, where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break in and steal (Matt.6:19).  Let us not set our hearts upon silver and gold and make an idol of them, trusting them to deliver us, as the people of Israel did before their captivity.  This is a particular temptation in time of economic prosperity, as well as in time of economic crisis.  Let us in our family and in our congregation, and let the people of our nation, lay up for ourselves treasure in heaven, trusting in You alone as our King and Savior.  Remind us today that all our material possessions are a good gift of Your favor, and let us use them for Your glory.  You may take any possession back for Yourself at any time You choose, for they are all Yours and are only entrusted to us for a time as a stewardship.  Remind us, O God, that in time of crisis material goods may become worthless.  They cannot deliver us from Your wrath.  They cannot satisfy our souls.  They cannot even fill our stomachs.  May riches not become our stumbling block of iniquity.

SEPTEMBER 5  -  MORNING

Ezekiel 8:5, 9-12 -- Then He said to me, "Son of man, lift your eyes now toward the north." So I lifted my eyes toward the north, and there, north of the altar gate, was this image of jealousy in the entrance....And He said to me, "Go in, and see the wicked abominations which they are doing there."  So I went in and saw, and there -- every sort of creeping thing, abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed all around on the walls.  And there stood before them seventy men of the elders of the house of Israel, and in their midst stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan. Each man had a censer in his hand, and a thick cloud of incense went up.  Then He said to me, "Son of man, have you seen what the elders of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the room of his idols? For they say, 'The Lord does not see us, the Lord has forsaken the land.' "

Set before Your elders the great importance of the example they set before Your people, O Lord, and even the impact of their secret lives.  What responsibility they have for the spiritual oversight of the flock, to keep watch over their souls as men who will have to give account (Heb. 13:17).  This vision shown Ezekiel pointed to the thorough corruption of the people, that their leaders themselves were worshipping idols in secret, and in the temple itself.   Cleanse Your church, O God, of its subtle idolatry, beginning with our own hearts and the hearts of Your elders.  Men think that You do not see; and they think that You have no power.  They do not recognize that “all things are open and laid bare before the eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (Heb.4:13).  They do not recognize that You the One Who “does according to His will in the army of heaven as well as among the inhabitants of earth” (Dan.4:35; Eph.1:11).  Prevent us from thinking, even today, that You do not see.

SEPTEMBER 5  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 8:14-16 -- So He brought me to the door of the north gate of the Lord's house; and to my dismay, women were sitting there weeping for Tammuz.  Then He said to me, "Have you seen this, O son of man? Turn again, you will see greater abominations than these”...So He brought me into the inner court of the Lord's house; and there, at the door of the temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-five men with their backs toward the temple of the Lord and their faces toward the east, and they were worshiping the sun toward the east.

Open the eyes of those who profess to be Your people, O Lord, to see how heinous in Your sight is the worship of any other gods or the attempt to worship You  in ways not commanded by Your word.  How subtly do pagans practices creep into our worship.  How imperceptibly the changes must have taken place in Ezekiel’s day, until men were even blind to the sin of worshipping the sun within Your temple.  Give Your people discernment, O Lord.  Guard us from creeping paganism and cause us to guard our own hearts and our own worship.  How unbelievable that thoroughly pagan practices could have come to be allowed in the temple itself – yet how subtly do pagan practices come into our worship – and even into our own hearts!

SEPTEMBER 6  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 9:3-6 -- Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub, where it had been, to the threshold of the temple. And He called to the man clothed with linen, who had the writer's inkhorn at his side;  and the Lord said to him, "Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry over all the abominations that are done within it."  To the others He said in my hearing, "Go after him through the city and kill; do not let your eye spare, nor have any pity. Utterly slay old and young men, maidens and little children and women; but do not come near anyone on whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary." So they began with the elders who were before the temple.

You know those who are Your own, O Lord, as surely as if there were a physical mark on their forehead (II Tim.2:19).  You have sealed Your own and will keep them until the end, protecting them physically as long as You have a purpose for them on the earth, and securing their eternal redemption (Acts 18:10).  It is only because of Your “passing over” us that we are not consumed by Your wrath (Ex.12:23).  And Your judgment begins with the household of God (I Pet.4:17).  Those who profess to belong to You, and especially those who hold positions of leadership among Your people will be judged by greater strictness because of the opportunity given them (Jas.3:1).  May we be those who sigh and groan over the abominations committed in Zion.  As we live this day, may we live it in conscious awareness that we are Yours and are sealed with Your name (Rev.7:2-4; 14:1; 22:4).

SEPTEMBER 7  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 10:1-2, 4, 18 -- And I looked, and there in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubim, there appeared something like a sapphire stone, having the appearance of the likeness of a throne.  Then He spoke to the man clothed with linen, and said, "Go in among the wheels, under the cherub, fill your hands with coals of fire from among the cherubim, and scatter them over the city." And he went in as I watched....Then the glory of the Lord went up from the cherub, and paused over the threshold of the temple; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the Lord's glory...Then the glory of the Lord departed from the threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim.

May our greatest dread be that You depart from our midst, O Lord.  What an awesome, horrible thing to hear, “The glory has departed from Israel!” (I Sam.4:21).  It is Your presence that made the tabernacle a tabernacle and the temple a temple.  The Shekinah glory cloud descended and filled them both, so that the priests could not even minister in them (Ex.40:34; II Chron.5:13-14; Isa.6:4).  Christ said to the Jews, “See!  Your house is left to You desolate...” (Matt.23:38).  May that never be said of us.  May we rather be able to say, “You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways” (Psa.139:3). 

SEPTEMBER 8  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 11:16-17 -- "Therefore say, 'Thus says the Lord God: "Although I have cast them far off among the Gentiles, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet I shall be a little sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone.’ Therefore say, 'Thus says the Lord God: "I will gather you from the peoples, assemble you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel." '

Enable us to understand experimentally the meaning of the fact that You, O God, are a sanctuary to Your people, wherever they go and whatever may be their condition and trials.  Your dwelling  was not limited to Your symbolic presence in the temple in Jerusalem.  Jesus Christ our Savior is the true temple, the dwelling of God in the midst of His people (John 2:19-21).  The word has become flesh and tabernacled among us (John 1:14).  And we ourselves are a tabernacle, Your dwelling, living stones built into a spiritual house (I Pet.2:5; I Cor.3:16; 6:19-20).  Therefore we no longer need an earthly sanctuary of stone and mortar.  Comfort us with the knowledge that You dwell with Your people, even when they are in captivity because of their sins.  Bring to our minds often today the fact that You are with us.  You, O Christ, are “Emmanuel”—God with us (Isa.7:14; Matt.1:23).

SEPTEMBER 8  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 11:18-20 -- "And they will go there, and they will take away all its detestable things and all its abominations from there.  Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments and do them; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God.”

Remove from Your people today all their detestable things and all their abominations; purge us from false doctrine, abominable practices, ignorance, rebellion, unwillingness to seek Your word and submit to it.  Revive Your people in this place, O Lord.  Cleanse from sin in thought and word and deed, and stir to new life.  Shake us from complacency, self-satisfaction, laziness, and indifference.  How subtly the ways of the world – its ways of thinking, speaking, and acting – slip into our midst and influence us.  May we continually and consciously keep our hearts with all diligence (Prov.4:23) and measure all that we think, hear, say, and do, by Your word.  Give Your church one heart to walk in Your revealed ways and obey You.

SEPTEMBER 9  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 12:2-3, 5-6, 18, 27-28 -- "Son of man, you dwell in the midst of a rebellious house, which has eyes to see but does not see, and ears to hear but does not hear; for they are a rebellious house. 3 "Therefore, son of man, prepare your belongings for captivity, and go into captivity by day in their sight. You shall go from your place into captivity to another place in their sight. It may be that they will consider, though they are a rebellious house....Dig through the wall in their sight, and carry your belongings out through it.  In their sight you shall bear them on your shoulders and carry them out at twilight; you shall cover your face, so that you cannot see the ground, for I have made you a sign to the house of Israel....Son of man, eat your bread with quaking, and drink your water with trembling and anxiety....Son of man, look, the house of Israel is saying, 'The vision that he sees is for many days from now, and he prophesies of times far off.'  Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God: "None of My words will be postponed any more, but the word which I speak will be done," says the Lord God.' "

There is a tendency on the part of those who hear the message to think that it does not apply to them and to their own generation, but to some other people somewhere at some other time.  They hold the word at arm’s length and think, “There is no hurry.”  Prevent us, O Lord, from taking such an attitude as Your word is read and preached among us.  May those who preach and teach the word in our midst eagerly seek its present application to their own lives and faithfully apply it to the lives of the people.  May those who hear be given the ability to apply the message directly to themselves in their own situations.

SEPTEMBER 10  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 13:2-3, 10-11 -- "Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy out of their own heart, 'Hear the word of the Lord!'  Thus says the Lord God: "Woe to the foolish prophets, who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing!...Because, indeed, because they have seduced My people, saying, 'Peace!' when there is no peace -- and one builds a wall, and they plaster it with untempered mortar --  say to those who plaster it with untempered mortar, that it will fall. There will be flooding rain, and you, O great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall tear it down.”

Let preachers dread with a holy dread the thought of preaching out of their own minds and telling the people what they want to hear.  May every word of their preaching, teaching, and counsel be based squarely upon Your revealed truth.  Give them the wisdom and courage to warn of false prophets who whitewash crumbling walls, and let them rebuke such false prophets by Your Spirit and in Your name.  May they effectively teach Your people to “test the spirits”        (I John 4:1), to discriminate rightly between false and true.  Give discernment to measure all things by Your word.  It is so difficult, O Lord, to oppose --- especially to oppose that which is popular.  There are always those who want to be “positive” and who want God’s man to say nothing negative.  Help us to know when to oppose and denounce as well as when to advocate.   Give our own pastor and elders wisdom in dealing with people today and in preparing to preach and teach. 
SEPTEMBER 11  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 14:3, 6-8, 14 -- "Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts, and put before them that which causes them to stumble into iniquity. Should I let Myself be inquired of at all by them?  Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord God: "Repent, turn away from your idols, and turn your faces away from all your abominations. ...For anyone of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell in Israel, who separates himself from Me and sets up his idols in his heart and puts before him what causes him to stumble into iniquity, then comes to a prophet to inquire of him concerning Me, I the Lord will answer him by Myself. I will set My face against that man and make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of My people. Then you shall know that I am the Lord...Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness," says the Lord God.” ’ ”

The phrase, “taking his idols into his heart” occurs three times in this chapter.  What a great danger, to take idols of any kind into that place of affection and obedience that belongs to You alone, O Lord.  Things, people, practices, habits, possessions, goals, ambitions – whatever takes Your place, the place of worship, the place of priority, the place of service – these are idols.  Show us how seriously You take notice of and are displeased with the sin of having any other gods.  Be the first and only God in our thinking and allegiance.  Give us single-mindedness today (Matt.6:22,24, 33; 12:30; 13:44-46; Mark 8:34-36; Luke 10:42; 14:33).  May we love and serve You alone with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30).  Enable us by Your grace to heed the warning, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols” (I Jn.5:21).  No other man’s righteousness, no matter how great and prominent that man, can suffice to serve as the demonstration of Your grace in our own lives.

SEPTEMBER 12  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 15:2-4 -- "Son of man, how is the wood of the vine better than any other wood, the vine branch which is among the trees of the forest? Is wood taken from it to make any object? Or can men make a peg from it to hang any vessel on?  Instead, it is thrown into the fire for fuel; the fire devours both ends of it, and its middle is burned. Is it useful for any work?”

A vine is useful only when it is alive, bearing fruit.  When it is dead, it is good for nothing except as kindling for a fire.  Your old covenant people Israel were symbolized by the vine.  When they were spiritually lifeless, bearing no fruit, they were judged and taken into captivity.  May their example be a warning to Your people today.  Our Lord Jesus Christ said, “If a man does not abide in Me, he is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered and thrown into the fire and burned” (Jn.15:6).  Forgive us for our barrenness,  O Lord!  May Your church dread the very idea of fruitlessness.  May we be a fruitful branch as a congregation, and may each family and individual be fruitful branches.  May we be continually examining ourselves to see if we are demonstrating that we are Your true people by the results of good works among us.  May we pray for, long for, work for the bearing of fruit.  Teach us what it means to abide in the vine.  Apart from You, O Christ, we can do nothing!  May we bear fruit for You today (Jn. 15:4-5, 8).
SEPTEMBER 13  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 16:4-7 -- "As for your nativity, on the day you were born your navel cord was not cut, nor were you washed in water to cleanse you; you were not rubbed with salt nor wrapped in swaddling cloths.  No eye pitied you, to do any of these things for you, to have compassion on you; but you were thrown out into the open field, when you yourself were loathed on the day you were born.  And when I passed by you and saw you struggling in your own blood, I said to you in your blood, 'Live!' Yes, I said to you in your blood, 'Live!' I made you thrive like a plant in the field; and you grew, matured, and became very beautiful. Your breasts were formed, your hair grew, but you were naked and bare.”

Show Your church through this graphic picture, and show each one of us in particular, how undeserving we are and how great Your love is in saving us.  Our adoption into Your family is all of grace, O Lord.  We deserve nothing, and we had no claim upon You.  You have rescued us and made us Your own, not because of any attractiveness or desirability at all in us.  But instead of passing by as You could justly do, You stooped down in compassion and made us Your own children, giving us all the privileges of children of the King.  Cause us to reflect today on the grace of Your salvation and to see Your initiative in bringing us to spiritual life.  May all of Your people, and especially our own congregation, know how merciful You are, and respond to Your undeserved love with all our hearts and lives.  May our whole life be lived in this knowledge, that we owe all to You.  Keep us from being unfruitful, as Israel was.
SEPTEMBER 13  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 16:8, 15, 62-63 -- "When I passed by you again and looked upon you, indeed your time was the time of love; so I spread My wing over you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I swore an oath to you and entered into a covenant with you, and you became Mine," says the Lord God... “But you trusted in your own beauty, played the harlot because of your fame, and poured out your harlotry on everyone passing by who would have it....I will establish My covenant with you. Then you shall know that I am the Lord, that you may remember and be ashamed, and never open your mouth anymore because of your shame, when I provide you an atonement for all you have done," says the Lord God. 

What a horrible thing prostitution is – how utterly debased and dehumanizing and degrading – and how dishonoring to You, O Lord.  You unveil its true nature and show what a lie its glamour and enticement are.  What a frightening thought when You use prostitution as a picture of the unfaithfulness of those who profess to be Your people.  Give us a horror of both physical and spiritual adultery.  Enable us to see them for what they are.  Show us too that the forgiveness of our sins is only through Your gracious covenant.  There was no initiative on our part in establishing or sustaining our covenant relation.  It is Your covenant.  It is only by Your grace that we can meet its demands.  May Your law be so implanted on our hearts that we will desire – and even delight – to obey Your law in response to Your great love for us.  May we live today as blood-bought children of Your covenant.

SEPTEMBER 14  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 17:22-24 -- Thus says the Lord God: "I will take also one of the highest branches of the high cedar and set it out. I will crop off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and will plant it on a high and prominent mountain.  On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it; and it will bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a majestic cedar. Under it will dwell birds of every sort; in the shadow of its branches they will dwell.  And all the trees of the field shall know that I, the Lord, have brought down the high tree and exalted the low tree, dried up the green tree and made the dry tree flourish; I, the Lord, have spoken and have done it."

You have put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted those of low degree; You have filled the hungry with good things, and the rich You have sent away empty (Lk.1:52-53).  Your sovereign will and Your grace reverse all man-made distinctions, O Lord.  No one can claim any right to Your salvation because of social standing, wealth, power, education, or status.  Remind us today that Your choice of us and Your using us for any good is all of grace.  Cause us to be utterly bound to You and Your service in response to Your great love.   Remind us and all men that You can bring us low, just as You brought Judah captive to Babylon.  “Everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted” (Lk.14:11).

SEPTEMBER 15  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 18:2-4 -- "What do you mean when you use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying: 'The fathers have eaten sour grapes, And the children's teeth are set on edge'? As I live," says the Lord God, "you shall no longer use this proverb in Israel. Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father As well as the soul of the son is Mine; The soul who sins shall die.”

Hold before this land, and before Your church, O God, the stern responsibilities of fathers and sons, of parents and children.  Cause fathers to see the terrible consequences visited upon the third and forth generations of those who despise Your ways and the blessings promised to those who love Your ways (Ex.20:5-6).  But also impress upon children, our own and those of our congregation, the awesome responsibility that follows privilege.  Personal responsibility is something people rarely accept today.  We very easily place the blame for our sin and failure on others – on husband or wife, parents or children, pastor or congregation.  Give us the grace to acknowledge our own sins, O Lord, to repent of them and seek Your power to change.  Keep us from rationalizing and seeking some scapegoat instead of shouldering personal responsibility.

SEPTEMBER 15  -  EVENING

Ezekiel 18:23, 30-32 -- "Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?" says the Lord God, "and not that he should turn from his ways and live?...Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways," says the Lord God. "Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin.  Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel?  For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies," says the Lord God. "Therefore turn and live!"

Keep us from presumptuousness, O Lord!  Call us to a close examination of our hearts and lives.  Give us a sensitivity to sin and an unwillingness to let sin go on unchecked, unconfessed.  Give true godly repentance.  Give us the grace and power to turn from all our wicked ways and cast them away.  Give us “a heart resigned, submissive, meek, our great Redeemer’s throne; where only Christ is heard to speak, where Jesus reigns alone.”  We praise You for granting us the gift of initial repentance, and we pray that by Your grace we might repent each day and for every sin.  Give us also the holy zeal to echo this cry of invitation to all men and press those who hear to seek a new heart.  May we fearlessly command them to turn from their wicked ways and seek the Lord while He may be found (Isa.55:5-6).  Give us and all Your people a longing for the lost to turn and live.  May we faithfully pray and witness to that end.

SEPTEMBER 16  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 19:10-13 -- ' Your mother was like a vine in your bloodline, Planted by the waters, Fruitful and full of branches Because of many waters.  She had strong branches for scepters of rulers. She towered in stature above the thick branches, And was seen in her height amid the dense foliage.  But she was plucked up in fury, She was cast down to the ground, And the east wind dried her fruit. Her strong branches were broken and withered; The fire consumed them.  And now she is planted in the wilderness, In a dry and thirsty land.’

Let us as a congregation be a fruitful vine, O Lord, in our worship and in our service.  Let our coming before You in worship be an examination of ourselves as branches to see if we are fruitful.  For whatever fruit may be in evidence, let us give thanks to You, O Lord, as the Planter, Waterer, Giver of seed and sunshine.  Where there is barrenness, let us acknowledge the blame and cry out for fruitfulness.  Help us to search our own hearts, to repent of sin, and to proclaim Your message searchingly, so that others will examine their own hearts and come to You in faith and repentance.  Let us warn faithfully of the consequences of barrenness.  This dry and thirsty land desperately needs to see examples of fruitful vineyards and fruitful vines.  May we bear much fruit and so prove to be Christ’s disciples (John 15:8).

SEPTEMBER 17  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 20:8-9, 44 -- "But they rebelled against Me and would not obey Me. They did not all cast away the abominations which were before their eyes, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt. Then I said, 'I will pour out My fury on them and fulfill My anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt.'  But I acted for My name's sake, that it should not be profaned before the Gentiles among whom they were, in whose sight I had made Myself known to them, to bring them out of the land of Egypt....Then you shall know that I am the Lord, when I have dealt with you for My name's sake, not according to your wicked ways nor according to your corrupt doings, O house of Israel," says the Lord God. "

O Lord, what will You do for Your great name? (Josh.7:9).  Not unto us, not unto us, but unto Your name give glory, for the sake of Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness (Psa.115:1).  Your name is being profaned today, and those who bear it are in disarray, confusion, and rebellion.  “Arise, O Lord, let not man prevail...Let the nations know that they are but men!” (Psa. 9:19-20).  Accomplish this, not because of any righteousness of ours, but for the sake of Your name.  Uphold Your great name in our midst, O Lord, that the world may know that You are God, the faithful God Who keeps covenant with Your chosen people.  Forgive our rebellion and remove our sins far from us.  Give us hearts of obedience for Your name’s sake.  Revive Your people in our day, as You did in the days of the conquest of Canaan, the rule of David, and the return from captivity.
SEPTEMBER 18  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 21:9-11 -- "'A sword, a sword is sharpened And also polished!  Sharpened to make a dreadful slaughter, Polished to flash like lightning! Should we then make mirth? It despises the scepter of My Son, As it does all wood.  And He has given it to be polished, That it may be handled; This sword is sharpened, and it is polished To be given into the hand of the slayer.'

Cause men to see the horror of Your judgment and tremble, O Lord, to see the awfulness of the coming day of vengeance.  Cause Your own people to see what we deserve and from what we have been spared.  Cause us to acknowledge the grace which has saved us and to fear lest our profession prove false and we receive what our own sins deserve.  Let us not despise the rod and therefore deserve the sword.  Let us not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when we are rebuked by You.  “For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives” (Heb.12:5-6).  We pray that our children will not despise chastening but will see its good effects, though it does not seem joyful for the present but grievous (Heb.12:11).

SEPTEMBER 18  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 21:25-27 -- 'Now to you, O profane, wicked prince of Israel, whose day has come, whose iniquity shall end, thus says the Lord God: "Remove the turban, and take off the crown; Nothing shall remain the same. Exalt the humble, and humble the exalted. Overthrown, overthrown, I will make it overthrown! It shall be no longer, Until He comes whose right it is, And I will give it to Him." '

When princes rebel against Your law, You depose them and instate others, O Lord.  When Israel and its monarchy and its ecclesiastical hierarchy turned its back on You, the God of Israel, You established Your own prince, the Messiah, the One whose right it was to rule.  As it was said to Jacob, “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until He comes to whom it belongs; and to Him shall be the obedience of the peoples” (Gen.49:10).  Depose godless and unfaithful rulers today in state and church.  Bring their schemes to nothing and establish Your own godly rule.  Cast out all rebellion and self-will in our own hearts.  Bring us into complete subjection.

SEPTEMBER 19  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 22:7-9 -- "In you they have made light of father and mother; in your midst they have oppressed the stranger; in you they have mistreated the fatherless and the widow.  You have despised My holy things and profaned My Sabbaths. In you are men who slander to cause bloodshed; in you are those who eat on the mountains; in your midst they commit lewdness.”

Father, give Your people today a right perspective on the relationship between doctrine and good works, profession and life.  Let us hold these in proper balance in our own lives and in the preaching of the church.  Let our concern for good works include all Your law; let us be equally concerned about immorality, injustice, sabbath-breaking, disrespect for authority, and every other evil.  Impress upon us the fact that “faith without works is dead” (James 2:17).  Teach us that, “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world” (James 1:27).  Guard Your church both from immorality and from indifference to human need.  Give godly deacons who will genuinely care for the poor, sick, destitute and oppressed.

SEPTEMBER 19  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 22:19-21 -- "Therefore thus says the Lord God: 'Because you have all become dross, therefore behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. As men gather silver, bronze, iron, lead, and tin into the midst of a furnace, to blow fire on it, to melt it; so I will gather you in My anger and in My fury, and I will leave you there and melt you.  Yes, I will gather you and blow on you with the fire of My wrath, and you shall be melted in its midst.’ ”

You send trial and adversity, judgment and affliction, to separate the precious metal from the dross.  O Lord, may we come through such testing as gold tried by fire, not as Israel, which had become as dross.  May we hear You say to us, “When through fiery trial your pathway shall lie, My grace all sufficient shall be your supply.  The flame shall not harm you; I only design your dross to consume and Your gold to refine.”  May we be able to say with Job, “He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10; Psa.66:10).  How much dross there is in us, O Lord!  How much refinement we need, and what a painful process that refinement often is.  Let us not shrink back from it, but submit to Your discipline, knowing that it will afterward yield the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been tested by it (Heb.12:11).

SEPTEMBER 20  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 22:29-30 -- "The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger.  So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.”

The sins of our own nation seem more sophisticated, at least among the more “respectable” people – more subtle, more easily rationalized.  And yet they are just as abominable in Your sight.  Humble us as a nation.  Cause us to fall before You and cry out for forgiveness.  Judah desperately needed a mediator, one to stand in the breach before a holy God and a sinful land, one to plead with You on behalf of the land and to lead her in the restoration of righteousness, to “build up the wall.”  Ultimately that mediator can only be Jesus Christ Your Son (I Tim.2:5).    But also raise up men from among Your own people, who follow in the steps of Christ and have His power, men who will “stand in the gap” as Moses and Ezekiel did (Isa.59:16; 63:5; Ex.33:32; 33:15).  May we be such men, O Lord!  May we plead with You for the people and proclaim Your word to them.  Move all Your true people to cry out on behalf of our nation.

SEPTEMBER 20  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 23:1-5, 11 -- The word of the Lord came again to me, saying:  "Son of man, there were two women, The daughters of one mother.  They committed harlotry in Egypt, They committed harlotry in their youth; Their breasts were there embraced, Their virgin bosom was there pressed.  Their names: Oholah the elder and Oholibah her sister; They were Mine, And they bore sons and daughters. As for their names, Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem is Oholibah. Oholah played the harlot even though she was Mine; And she lusted for her lovers, the neighboring Assyrians...Now although her sister Oholibah saw this, she became more corrupt in her lust than she, and in her harlotry more corrupt than her sister's harlotry.”

May those of us who profess to be Your people see the sin of adultery, physical and spiritual, as the horrible sin it really is.  Because of spiritual blindness, these sins seem attractive and exciting.  Unmask them for what they really are – soul destroying sins.  Let us shrink in horror at the thought of forsaking You and turning aside to other gods.  Show us the frightening picture of Israel and Judah being delivered into the hands of their lovers.  Show us the close relationship between idolatry and immorality.  In this adulterous and sinful generation, give us such devotion to You as our one Lord and husband, that our lives will be a quest for holiness (Mk.8:38).

SEPTEMBER 21  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 24:6, 11, 13 -- ' Therefore thus says the Lord God: "Woe to the bloody city, To the pot whose scum is in it, And whose scum is not gone from it! Bring it out piece by piece, On which no lot has fallen....Then set the pot empty on the coals, That it may become hot and its bronze may burn, That its filthiness may be melted in it, That its scum may be consumed....In your filthiness is lewdness. Because I have cleansed you, and you were not cleansed, You will not be cleansed of your filthiness anymore, Till I have caused My fury to rest upon you.” ’

Your professing people today are very much like Jerusalem in Ezekiel’s day, O Lord.  Awaken Your church that it may not have to be cast into the fire like a rusty cooking pot to have its rust consumed.  Give us a horror of filthy lewdness in all its subtle forms.  Enable us to call sin sin in our own lives and not trifle with it or rationalize away our own guilt.  Give us grace to deal decisively with sin.  Purge corruption from our nation and community.  Cause Your people to be like salt and light, preserving, flavoring, illuminating the darkness (Mt.5:13-16).  It is necessary for You to bring upon our nation the kind of purging that was necessary for Judah, may men respond by forsaking sin and fleeing to You, not by hardening their hearts.

SEPTEMBER 21  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 24:15-18, 25-27 -- "Son of man, behold, I take away from you the desire of your eyes with one stroke; yet you shall neither mourn nor weep, nor shall your tears run down.  Sigh in silence, make no mourning for the dead; bind your turban on your head, and put your sandals on your feet; do not cover your lips, and do not eat man's bread of sorrow."  So I spoke to the people in the morning, and at evening my wife died; and the next morning I did as I was commanded.... “'And you, son of man -- will it not be in the day when I take from them their stronghold, their joy and their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that on which they set their minds, their sons and their daughters: on that day one who escapes will come to you to let you hear it with your ears; on that day your mouth will be opened to him who has escaped; you shall speak and no longer be mute. Thus you will be a sign to them, and they shall know that I am the Lord.' "

Ezekiel often became a sign to Israel in his own person and life.  How this message must have grieved him, the destruction of Jerusalem symbolized by the death of his own wife.  Dedication to You, Your cause, Your message, was more important to him than even the closest of family ties.  May it be true of us and of all Your people today.  Let our message be clear.  Help us to teach in object lessons and analogies and illustrations.  May we too be a sign to Your people, a message, an example.  In our lives and ministries may Your people have a warning, a comfort, an instruction.

SEPTEMBER 22  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 25:3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 -- "Say to the Ammonites, 'Hear the word of the Lord God! Thus says the Lord God: "Because you said, 'Aha!' against My sanctuary when it was profaned, and against the land of Israel when it was desolate, and against the house of Judah when they went into captivity, indeed, therefore, I will deliver you as a possession to the men of the East....Because Moab and Seir say, 'Look! The house of Judah is like all the nations...To the men of the East I will give it as a possession, together with the Ammonites....'Because of what Edom did against the house of Judah by taking vengeance... I will also stretch out My hand against Edom...” ’ ”

What You said here to Ammon, Moab, and Edom, and later to Tyre, Philistia, Sidon, and Egypt, You say to all the enemies of Your people, O Lord.  Their doom is sure.  Ultimately their opposition will fail.  “Truly You set them in slippery places; You make them fall to ruin...lo, those who are far from You shall perish.  You put an end to those who are false to You.  But as for me, it is good to be near God” (Psa.73:18, 27-28).  You establish Your own kingdom and cast down all who oppose it.  Indeed, already “the kingdoms of the world have become the kingdom of our God and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev.11:15).  “The prince of darkness grim?  We tremble not for him; his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure...”  Let us labor in this confidence today.  Cause Your church to be more faithful in obeying You and proclaiming Your word.

SEPTEMBER 23  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 26:3-5 -- "Therefore thus says the Lord God: 'Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and will cause many nations to come up against you, as the sea causes its waves to come up. And they shall destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers; I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock. It shall be a place for spreading nets in the midst of the sea, for I have spoken,' says the Lord God; 'it shall become plunder for the nations.’ ”

“O where are kings and empires now, of old that went and came?  But, Lord, Your church is praying yet, a thousand years the same.”  Great kingdoms of the ancient world are no more; there is hardly any trace of them.  You bring low those who exalt themselves against You, O God, You judge those who defy Your laws, and especially those who persecute Your people.  Let the example of ancient Tyre cause nations to tremble before You.  May our own nation realize that it could perish too, if it turns its back on Your truth.  Let Your own church be fearful in the face of such an example.  “Let him who thinks that he stands take heed, lest he fall” (I Cor.10:12).  As we assemble together for worship, deliver from the danger of presumptuous pride those who come before Your face.  Bring Your people to a position of humility, awe, and reverence.  

SEPTEMBER 24  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 27:32-34 -- In their wailing for you They will take up a lamentation, And lament for you: 'What city is like Tyre, Destroyed in the midst of the sea? When your wares went out by sea, You satisfied many people; You enriched the kings of the earth With your many luxury goods and your merchandise. But you are broken by the seas in the depths of the waters; Your merchandise and the entire company will fall in your midst.’

Tyre was a great and proud city, like a ship upon the sea.  Yet that ship sank and all her sailors and merchandise were lost.  All the culture and wealth of the world is like a “sinking ship,” O Lord, apart from Your sustaining and blessing.  You raise up kingdoms and overthrow them.  “You have scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts; You have put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted those of low degree” (Lk.1:51-52).  Your judgment is over all that is not founded upon Your truth and undertaken for Your glory.  Yet into the city of God shall all the kings of the earth bring the glory and honor of the nations (Rev.21:24-26).  Let us see all true cultural endeavor as an exercise of dominion for You on the part of creatures made in Your image and seeking Your glory.  Give us, in family, church, school, and society, a true “world and life view.”

SEPTEMBER 25  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 28:2, 7-9 -- "Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre, 'Thus says the Lord God: "Because your heart is lifted up, And you say, 'I am a god, I sit in the seat of gods, In the midst of the seas,' Yet you are a man, and not a god, Though you set your heart as the heart of a god...Behold, therefore, I will bring strangers against you, The most terrible of the nations; And they shall draw their swords against the beauty of your wisdom, And defile your splendor.  They shall throw you down into the Pit, And you shall die the death of the slain In the midst of the seas. Will you still say before him who slays you, 'I am a god'? But you shall be a man, and not a god, In the hand of him who slays you.” ’ ”

Man’s continual temptation is to exalt himself and usurp the place that belongs to You alone, O Lord.  All who exalt themselves against You, against Your revealed commands, and against Your people, will be utterly overthrown.  Let us take warning and comfort – warning lest we become proud in our own hearts, and comfort lest we despair because of the ranting of Your enemies.  We see in ourselves the same tendency that was in the heart of the king of ancient Tyre: the inclination to put ourselves at the center of the universe and become the arbiter of good and evil, true and false, as Adam and Eve were tempted to “become as God, knowing (determining) good and evil” (Gen.3:5).  By Your grace, conquer our hearts more and more.

SEPTEMBER 25  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 28:13-17 – “You were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone was your covering: The sardius, topaz, and diamond, Beryl, onyx, and jasper, Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes Was prepared for you on the day you were created.  You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones.  You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, Till iniquity was found in you. By the abundance of your trading You became filled with violence within, And you sinned; Therefore I cast you as a profane thing Out of the mountain of God; And I destroyed you, O covering cherub, From the midst of the fiery stones. Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor; I cast you to the ground, I laid you before kings, That they might gaze at you.”

The king of Tyre in his rebellion followed in the steps of Satan himself who was cast out of Your presence, and Adam who obeyed Satan and was driven out of Eden.  Cast down all those who exalt themselves against You, O Lord – either by judgment as You did in the case of Satan, or by conversion as You did in the case of Adam.  Overthrow all those who are like the king of Tyre.  “Arise, O Lord, let not man prevail!”  (Psa 9:19).  Overthrow all tendencies in us to exalt ourselves against You and Your will and Your good providence.  We praise You that we will not be cast away from Your presence because of the forsakenness of Your Son on our behalf (Matt.17:46).

SEPTEMBER 26  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 28:25-26 – ‘ Thus says the Lord GOD: “When I have gathered the house of Israel from the peoples among whom they are scattered, and am hallowed in them in the sight of the Gentiles, then they will dwell in their own land which I gave to My servant Jacob.  And they will dwell safely there, build houses, and plant vineyards; yes, they will dwell securely, when I execute judgments on all those around them who despise them. Then they shall know that I am the Lord their God.” ‘ 

Lord God, You manifested Your omniscience and omnipotence in fulfilling these prophecies to bring Israel back to its own land.  As You restored Israel, both physically and spiritually, restore our nation and the church of our own day.  Overturn the works of wicked men and nations; shake the foundations; cause upheavals and stirrings among men.  Revive Your church and thrust it forth to disciple the nations.  Cause Your people to see and acknowledge our desperate condition, our need of revival and our deserving of judgment.  “Restore us, O God of hosts’ cause Your face to shine, and we shall be saved” (Psa.80:7).
SEPTEMBER 26  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 29:3-5 -- "Speak, and say, 'Thus says the Lord God: "Behold, I am against you, O Pharaoh king of Egypt, O great monster who lies in the midst of his rivers, Who has said, 'My River is my own; I have made it for myself.'  But I will put hooks in your jaws, And cause the fish of your rivers to stick to your scales; I will bring you up out of the midst of your rivers, And all the fish in your rivers will stick to your scales.  I will leave you in the wilderness, You and all the fish of your rivers; You shall fall on the open field; You shall not be picked up or gathered. I have given you as food To the beasts of the field And to the birds of the heavens.” ’ ”

Foolish men exalt themselves before You, O God, thinking they are “creators” in some original sense, and “self-made men.”  It is You who have made us, and not we ourselves (Psa.100:3).  Those who exalt themselves against You will be utterly overthrown, along with all those who rely on them.  Prevent Your people today from thinking that we need alliances with the ungodly.  Give us an absolute trust in You alone.  Teach us that “the weapons of our warfare are not worldly but have divine power to destroy strongholds” (II Cor.10:4).  Humble the nations and their leaders; cause them to bow in Your presence and acknowledge Your as their Creator, Judge, and only Savior.  Let us fear being “self-made men,” or ever thinking of ourselves as those who create and control their environment and our own lives.  Keep Your church from foolish pride, O Lord.  Let us take note of the example of the Egypts of the world, going their own way and setting themselves at the center of the world.  Cause us to bow before You today in humble submission and acknowledge You as Lord.

SEPTEMBER 27  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 30:10, 23-25 -- ' Thus says the Lord God: "I will also make a multitude of Egypt to cease By the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon….I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and disperse them throughout the countries.  I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon and put My sword in his hand; but I will break Pharaoh's arms, and he will groan before him with the groanings of a mortally wounded man. Thus I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, but the arms of Pharaoh shall fall down; they shall know that I am the Lord, when I put My sword into the hand of the king of Babylon and he stretches it out against the land of Egypt.” ’

You control all the affairs of the nations, O Lord.  Even Assyria and Babylonia, those great heathen kingdoms, were Your “servants” to use as You would in the judgment of Your people and the other nations.  They thought that they were sovereign; they did whatever they pleased.  They did not even realize that they were instruments in Your hands.  Today, Russia, China, and the United States must all carry out Your providential design.  Cause them to bow in acknowledgement of Your sovereignty.  You alone give wealth and might.  And they are temporary and passing and therefore not to be trusted.  The trust of a nation is to be in God alone.  You gave wealth and might to ancient and modern pagan nations, but You took them away as quickly as You gave them.  May our own trust not be in any physical wealth we have accumulated or in any position or strength that we have gained, but in You alone.  

SEPTEMBER 28  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 31:2-3, 12, 14 -- "Son of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his multitude: 'Whom are you like in your greatness?  Indeed Assyria was a cedar in Lebanon, With fine branches that shaded the forest, And of high stature; And its top was among the thick boughs….And aliens, the most terrible of the nations, have cut it down and left it; its branches have fallen on the mountains and in all the valleys; its boughs lie broken by all the rivers of the land; and all the peoples of the earth have gone from under its shadow and left it….So that no trees by the waters may ever again exalt themselves for their height, nor set their tops among the thick boughs, that no tree which drinks water may ever be high enough to reach up to them.  For they have all been delivered to death, To the depths of the earth, Among the children of men who go down to the Pit.' ”

Many different pictures are used in Ezekiel for pride.  Here the great cedar tree towering above the forest is cut down.  Show nations today, particularly our own nation, the great danger and evil of pride, the great danger of exalting self above You.  “Arise, O Lord!  Let not man prevail; let the nations be judged before You!  Put them in fear, O Lord!  Let the nations know that they are only men!” (Psa.9:19-20).  Show the nations that they exist and receive power only by Your hand of providence, that You give power to whom You will, and You take it away whenever You will.  Cause our own nation and leaders to tremble before You and to fear disobeying Your laws.  Impress upon Your church, Your ministers, and particularly upon us, the need for humility before You.  “He who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted” (Luke 14:11; 18:14).  And remind us continually that pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall (Prov.16:18).

SEPTEMBER 29  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 32:20-23 -- "They shall fall in the midst of those slain by the sword; She is delivered to the sword, Drawing her and all her multitudes.  The strong among the mighty Shall speak to him out of the midst of hell With those who help him: 'They have gone down, They lie with the uncircumcised, slain by the sword.'  Assyria is there, and all her company, With their graves all around her, All of them slain, fallen by the sword.   Her graves are set in the recesses of the Pit, And her company is all around her grave, All of them slain, fallen by the sword, Who caused terror in the land of the living.”

This picture of the nations of the ancient world welcoming Egypt to Sheol sets forth in a vivid way the end of all those who forget You, all those who turn their back upon You, and exalt themselves over You, O Lord.  “The wicked shall be turned into Sheol, and all nations that forget God” (Psa.9:17).  “It is appointed unto men once to die, and after that the judgment” (Heb.9:27).    Make us know the transitory nature of our life on earth, the inevitability of death, and the reality of judgment.  Cause Your people to reflect on the brevity of life and the reality of heaven and hell.  For we are like a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes (James 4:14).  May we live day by day in the light of eternity, knowing that we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ and give account to God (II Cor.5:10; Rom.14:12). 

SEPTEMBER 29  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 33:7-9 -- "So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me.   When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you shall surely die!' and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand.  Nevertheless if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.”

Make your spokesmen today faithful watchmen, O Lord, faithful to Your word and faithful to Your people.  Open their mouths in boldness to turn the wicked from their way.  Give them courage, urgency, and firmness in their warnings, yet may those who are warned sense that such warnings are given out of a true concern and love for them.  Forgive the feeble excuses and rationalizations of Your church for not speaking out in warning.  May we be able to say as Paul could, “I am innocent of the blood of you all, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:26).  Yet even more, may we see by Your grace, the wicked turn to You and be saved, healed, forgiven, changed.

SEPTEMBER 30  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 33:10-11 -- " Therefore you, O son of man, say to the house of Israel: 'Thus you say, "If our transgressions and our sins lie upon us, and we pine away in them, how can we then live?" '   Say to them: 'As I live,' says the Lord God, 'I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?' ”

Teach us to echo this cry to men, O God; teach us faithfully to call upon them to turn from their wicked ways and announce to them Your forgiveness in Your Son and Your command to repent. Let us urge upon men their responsibility before You, that they will neither presume upon Your kindness nor despair because of their sins.  Use us, if You will, to cry, “Turn back, turn back from Your evil ways!”  And cause us to deal decisively with our own sin, to forsake sin and receive Your forgiveness.  It is only because You have no pleasure in the death of the wicked that we now live.  It is only because You have been “longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance” (II Pet.3:9).  May we call upon men to “seek the Lord while He may be found; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his path, and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” (Isa.55:6-7).  

SEPTEMBER 30  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 33:31-33 -- "So they come to you as people do, they sit before you as My people, and they hear your words, but they do not do them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their hearts pursue their own gain.  Indeed you are to them as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice and can play well on an instrument; for they hear your words, but they do not do them.  And when this comes to pass -- surely it will come -- then they will know that a prophet has been among them."

What an indictment on the culture before the captivity!  May these words not be true of our own culture, particularly of those who profess to be Your people.  May they not be so calloused and hardened that they respond as Israel did to Ezekiel.  But whatever their response, may Your messengers today be faithful and consistent in proclaiming Your truth.  May their great aim, and that of all Your people, be to hear You say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matt.25:21,23).  May they know when the time of accounting comes, that we have proclaimed Your word.  As Your professing people come and sit before Your preachers, may they not be like those who heard what Ezekiel said but would not do it, who showed love for You with their lips but were far from You in heart (Isa.29:13).  May they – may we – be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving ourselves (Jas.1:22).  May we be prepared for whatever response may come.

OCTOBER 1  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 34:2-5 -- "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God to the shepherds: "Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks?  You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock.  The weak you have not strengthened, nor have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back what was driven away, nor sought what was lost; but with force and cruelty you have ruled them.  So they were scattered because there was no shepherd; and they became food for all the beasts of the field when they were scattered.’” ”

May those who serve as Your undershepherds today dread the very thought of being like the faithless shepherds of Israel who did not care for the sheep but selfishly took care of their own needs.  Rebuke false shepherds today and deliver Your sheep from them, O Lord.  Let them be exposed for the imposters they are.  May they continually search their own hearts for characteristics of a false shepherd.  “Let him who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall       (I Cor.10:12).  What a responsibility is placed upon the overseers in Your own flock, O Lord.  They are charged with feeding the flock, strengthening the weak, caring for the sick, binding up the cripple, bringing back those who are lost and straying.  Give them the earnest desire to become more faithful shepherds.  Give them a love for Your flock which stems from a love for You.  Make them like the perfect Chief Shepherd who cares for His own (Acts 20:28; Jn.10:11-18; I Pet.5:2-4). 

OCTOBER 1  -  EVENING

Ezekiel 34:11-13, 22-23 -- ' For thus says the Lord God: "Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out.  As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land; I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys and in all the inhabited places of the country….I will save My flock, and they shall no longer be a prey; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.  I will establish one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them -- My servant David. He shall feed them and be their shepherd.” ’

Savior, like a Shepherd lead us, much we need Thy tender care.  Especially lead the shepherds among us that they may be faithful and effective leaders of Your flock.  You have sought us and rescued us when we were lost and doomed to destruction, O Lord.  There is no reason why You should have given such personal individual concern and care, except for Your great love.  Let us rejoice in such deliverance, and let us earnestly seek in Your name those who are wandering astray.  Remind Your shepherds continually that the flock belongs to You and not to them.  Give them Your own love and concern for Your people, a genuine interest in their needs, a desire to strengthen the weak and bring back the straying.  You, O Christ, are the Good Shepherd who lays down His very life for the sheep.  Reminds us that You have other sheep which are not of this fold, and that You must bring them also, and that they will heed Your voice.  So there shall be one flock, one Shepherd (John 10:11,16; Matt.25:31-33).

OCTOBER 2  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 35:2, 4-5, 13, 15 -- "Son of man, set your face against Mount Seir and prophesy against it…   ‘ “I shall lay your cities waste, And you shall be desolate. Then you shall know that I am the Lord.  Because you have had an ancient hatred, and have shed the blood of the children of Israel by the power of the sword at the time of their calamity, when their iniquity came to an end…Thus with your mouth you have boasted against Me and multiplied your words against Me; I have heard them….As you rejoiced because the inheritance of the house of Israel was desolate, so I will do to you; you shall be desolate, O Mount Seir, as well as all of Edom -- all of it! Then they shall know that I am the Lord." ' ”

Let us not rejoice over the fall of others, O Lord, particularly over the fall of any of Your people.  For “love does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right” (I Cor.13:6).  May our desire be to see the best for all men – for the wicked, that You will convert them and save them from their sin and its consequences, and for other Christians, that You will bless and prosper them.  How easy it is to gloat over the calamity of others, as Edom did.  It is particularly easy for us to gloat over the fall of those who have harmed us or spoken against us.  Give us the Spirit of Christ, that we will think as He thinks and act as He would have us act.  We also know, O Lord, that we are to align ourselves with You in Your judgments upon the unrepentant.  Teach us how and when we are to pray imprecatory prayers and to pray for and rejoice over the fall of the enemies of God.

OCTOBER 3  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 36:25-28 -- "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.  Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God.”

Revive Your work in the midst of the years, O God; in wrath remember mercy (Hab.3:2).  Revive Your people today as You revived Israel in bringing her back from captivity.  Give Your church new life.  Remove the hard hearts of stone from among us, and give us hearts of flesh.  Give us hearts that are sensitive to Your will and sensitive to sin.  Cleanse us from all our iniquity – our ignorance, idolatry, immorality, and indifference.  Cause us to walk in Your statutes and obey Your will – not for our own sakes, but for the sake of Your great name (vv. 22-23, 32), which is being profaned among the nations because of the disarray of Your people.   Bring about a great revival of holy zeal in our own day by Your Spirit, to rebuke the false and phony enthusiasm that is being conjured up by human gimmicks in so many quarters.  You have given us new hearts in our regeneration, O Lord.  You have put Your Spirit in us.  Cause us to delight to walk in Your statutes and to be careful to obey Your ordinances.

OCTOBER 4  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 37:3-6 -- And He said to me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" So I answered, "O Lord God, You know."  Again He said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, 'O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!  Thus says the Lord God to these bones: "Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live.  I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall know that I am the Lord." ' "

You have give Your spokesmen today a task which is as impossible as the task which You gave to Ezekiel – that of prophesying to dry, dead bones.  It is impossible in their own power, as it is impossible for any of us effectively to witness to those who are spiritually dead.  But You are the sovereign God who raises the dead, who does as He pleases, and therefore at Your command we speak to those who are dead in trespasses and sins (Zech.4:6; Jn.15:5; Phil.4:13; II Cor.1:9).  The proclamation of Your word produces sinews and flesh and skin; but we must also pray to Your Spirit to give life to dead corpses (Eph.2:1,5).  Work this miracle of regeneration among us, O Lord!  And as Your people Israel languished in captivity, in discouragement, in apathy, in sin; so Your church today is a great need of revival and restoration.  Work among us to give zeal, life, fellowship, evangelistic fervor.  Do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think through the power that is at work in us (Eph.3:20).  Show us how dependent we are upon Your Spirit.

OCTOBER 5  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 38:3, 7-9, 16 -- " 'Thus says the Lord God: "Behold, I am against you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal….Prepare yourself and be ready, you and all your companies that are gathered about you; and be a guard for them.  After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you will come into the land of those brought back from the sword and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the nations, and now all of them dwell safely.  You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you….You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes." ’ ”

How awesome You are, O Lord God, that You can speak with authority to the heathen nations, commanding them to do all of Your will.  In Your providence You cause them to carry out Your own holy plan.  In the end, You enter into judgment with them and overthrow them, even after having used them to judge Your own people.  Cause us to stand in awe before Your sovereignty, O Lord!  And let us and all Your people take comfort in the knowledge that even the great pagan nations are at Your beck and call.  Let this knowledge cause us to humble ourselves before You and explicitly obey Your commands.  Give us fear and trembling to realize Your absolute sovereign control over all nations, men, and events.

OCTOBER 6  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 39:25-28 -- " Therefore thus says the Lord God: 'Now I will bring back the captives of Jacob, and have mercy on the whole house of Israel; and I will be jealous for My holy name -- after they have borne their shame, and all their unfaithfulness in which they were unfaithful to Me, when they dwelt safely in their own land and no one made them afraid.  When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them out of their enemies' lands, and I am hallowed in them in the sight of many nations, then they shall know that I am the Lord their God, who sent them into captivity among the nations, but also brought them back to their land, and left none of them captive any longer.’ ”

Set before us continually the warning that You can and will use any means You see fit to vindicate Your own holiness and chastise us, even make us captive by the hands of our enemies.  Bring us into subjection without the necessity of such extreme measures, O Lord, if it is Your will.  Humble us  before it is too late.  Convict us of the sin of open rebellion and callous indifference.  Your patience and mercy are beyond comprehension, Lord.  It staggers the mind to see how You could have compassion on Israel and restore it after all its treachery against You.  Yet Your eternal plan was to bring Israel back to the land, where the Messiah was to be born who would be a Savior to the nations.  Let us fully proclaim Your grace and mercy as well as Your warnings of judgment.

OCTOBER 7  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 40:1-3 -- In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after the city was captured, on the very same day the hand of the Lord was upon me; and He took me there.   In the visions of God He took me into the land of Israel and set me on a very high mountain; on it toward the south was something like the structure of a city.  He took me there, and behold, there was a man whose appearance was like the appearance of bronze. He had a line of flax and a measuring rod in his hand, and he stood in the gateway.

O Christ, You are measuring Your church.  You know all of its dimensions, all its strengths and weaknesses.  As we assemble in Your name, remind each of us that You are measuring us and that we are answerable to You as Your professing people.  Make all of those who gather aware of Your presence as You walk in the midst of the seven golden lampstands (Rev.1:12-13, 20).  Let us tremble in Your presence, realizing how great and holy You are and how small and sinful we are.  Be pleased, O Lord, to manifest Your presence among us.  Call sinners to Yourself through Your word.  Build up Your church!  Measure us to protect us from harm, from judgment, from sin (Rev.11:1-2).

OCTOBER 8  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 41:4;  42:15, 20 -- He measured the length, twenty cubits; and the width, twenty cubits, beyond the sanctuary; and he said to me, "This is the Most Holy Place."…Now when he had finished measuring the inner temple, he brought me out through the gateway that faces toward the east, and measured it all around….He measured it on the four sides; it had a wall all around, five hundred cubits long and five hundred wide, to separate the holy areas from the common.

This idealized temple and land seen by Ezekiel foreshadow the New Covenant age to come, in which Your perfect plan for Your restored people is symbolized by the intricate symmetry of the temple building, and the centrality of worship is shown in the concern for detail in the observation of the temple rites.  Your abiding presence in the midst of Your people, the blessings that flow from Your presence to the barren places of the earth, and the orderly allocation of duties and privileges to all Your people, are all seen in figurative form here.  Use such visions to cause us to bow before You in praise and thanksgiving, O God, for Your one great plan of redemption.

OCTOBER 9  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 43:2-3 -- And behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east. His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.  It was like the appearance of the vision which I saw -- like the vision which I saw when I came to destroy the city. The visions were like the vision which I saw by the River Chebar; and I fell on my face.

O Lord, fill Your temple, Your people, with Your glory today.  Take possession of Your church in our day in such a way that it will be obvious to all who see it.  Take possession of each one of us as temples of the Holy Spirit (I Cor.3:16; 6:19).  Purge away all that is offensive to You and give us a willingness to obey You in all things.  How little we contemplate Your glory, O God; how little aware we are of Your great majesty, holiness, purity, and splendor.  Break through the complacency, even of our private devotions and family worship, and make us aware at these times of Your greatness.  Cause us to tremble in Your presence as men of old did when they caught even a glimpse of Your glory.  Cause us to be filled with awe and wonder.  Fill us with a dread of sin and a dread of displeasing so holy a God (Ezek.10:18).  May we cry as Moses did, “Please show me Your glory!” (Exodus 33:18) and as the seraphim did in Isaiah’s vision, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts” (Isa.6:3).  Fill us today as You filled the tabernacle and temple (Exodus 40:34-35; I Kings 8:10-11).

OCTOBER 10  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 43:4-7 -- And the glory of the Lord came into the temple by way of the gate which faces toward the east.  The Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the temple.  Then I heard Him speaking to me from the temple, while a man stood beside me.  And He said to me, "Son of man, this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel forever. No more shall the house of Israel defile My holy name, they nor their kings, by their harlotry or with the carcasses of their kings on their high places.”

You are the God who is pleased to dwell in the midst of Your people, O God.  You have caused Your people to be a temple, a house of God.  “Bethel,” the house of God, is wherever You are (Gen.28:16-19).  Solomon acknowledged that the heaven of heavens could not contain You, much less the house which he had built (I Kings 8:27).  But You are the One who had said, “I will be with you, and I will be Your God, and you shall be My people” (Ezek.37:27).  Let us be aware today that You are Emmanuel, God with us (Isa.7:14; Matt.1:23).  May Your dwelling in the midst of Your people be our continual meditation, for this is the essence of Your covenant.  Let us live in the light of this great reality.  Keep us from going through the motions of worship and service merely out of habit and duty, without a heart-felt devotion and seeking of Your face and presence (Isa.29:13).

OCTOBER 10  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 43:10-11 -- " Son of man, describe the temple to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities; and let them measure the pattern. And if they are ashamed of all that they have done, make known to them the design of the temple and its arrangement, its exits and its entrances, its entire design and all its ordinances, all its forms and all its laws. Write it down in their sight, so that they may keep its whole design and all its ordinances, and perform them.”

Why should the people of Israel be ashamed merely at the description of the temple?  Is it because the temple signified Your gracious dwelling in the midst of Your people?  This ideal temple indicated their return to the land and spiritual renewal, and even the latter days when the Lord would become flesh and tabernacle among men (John 1:14).  Enable us to grasp the deep significance of passages such as this in Your word, O Lord.  May Your church earnestly plead for an awareness of Your presence.  Come upon Your church in power, restoring, convicting, sanctifying.  O Holy Spirit, display Your glory among us and cause us to fall on our faces in wonder, adoration, fear, and love.  May we see Jesus Christ Your Son as the true Temple of God (John 2:19-21) and ourselves as living stones being built up into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (I Pet.2:4-5).

OCTOBER 11  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 44:5, 9-10, 13 -- "Son of man, mark well, see with your eyes and hear with your ears, all that I say to you concerning all the ordinances of the house of the Lord and all its laws. Mark well who may enter the house and all who go out from the sanctuary....'Thus says the Lord God: "No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart or uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter My sanctuary, including any foreigner who is among the children of Israel.  And the Levites who went far from Me, when Israel went astray, who strayed away from Me after their idols, they shall bear their iniquity....This is the offering which you shall offer: you shall give one-sixth of an ephah from a homer of wheat, and one-sixth of an ephah from a homer of barley.” ’ ”

Open the eyes of Your church, and especially its leaders, O Lord, to see how concerned You are for the purity of the church.  You drove out the money-changers and those who were buying and selling from the temple (Matt.21:12).  You have given Your elders a stewardship to guard Your dwelling, the people of God, to exercise discipline and spiritual oversight (Acts 20:28; I Pet.5:1-4).  Give us true discernment and courage in the admission to and exclusion from the fellowship of Your people (Matt.16:19).  Forgive us that we have taken so casual an attitude and been content to allow Your professing people to remain such a mixed multitude.  Keep Your church from being corrupted by the uncircumcised of heart.  Impress upon Your people the defiling character of sin and the necessity of coming to You only through the blood which was shed for our redemption.  Through the atonement of Christ You have opened the way for sinners of every nation, tribe, and tongue (Rev.14:6).

OCTOBER 11  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 44:23-24, 28 -- "And they shall teach My people the difference between the holy and the unholy, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean.  In controversy they shall stand as judges, and judge it according to My judgments. They shall keep My laws and My statutes in all My appointed meetings, and they shall hallow My Sabbaths.... It shall be, in regard to their inheritance, that I am their inheritance. You shall give them no possession in Israel, for I am their possession....”

We have no Levites among us, in the Old Covenant sense, and yet many of their functions fall to Your ministers of the gospel and to all Your people.  May those who minister in Your name have great wisdom in ruling Your people, O Lord.  May elders be able to distinguish in their own lives between what is clean and what is unclean and teach this distinction to Your people.  May they rule according to your word and set an example that the people can follow in the tithe and the Sabbath, in giving You the first-fruits of their lives, their time, their talents, and their money.  May we also see You as our inheritance and possession.  Let us trust in no earthly possessions or hope, but in You alone.  Raise up such men among us, O Lord!  May we be such men.  As questions and disputes are brought to Your elders, give them wisdom from on high, wisdom from above, to rule for Your glory (James 3:17).  

OCTOBER 12  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 45:8-10 -- "The land shall be his possession in Israel; and My princes shall no more oppress My people, but they shall give the rest of the land to the house of Israel, according to their tribes."  ' Thus says the Lord God: "Enough, O princes of Israel! Remove violence and plundering, execute justice and righteousness, and stop dispossessing My people," says the Lord God.  "You shall have honest scales, an honest ephah, and an honest bath.” ’ ”

Thank You for this reminder that You are concerned about far more than those areas we usually designate as “spiritual” or ecclesiastical.  Your concern extends to every area of life, O Lord.  You are concerned about just balances, about violence, oppression, and eviction.  Let us also be concerned about these things, and let us think Your thoughts after You in every area of life.  Give our land godly rulers, and remove from us men who are ignorant of Your word and who seek only their own gain.  Give Your people a concern for justice.  Let us not be satisfied with “spiritual” life which is separated from “real” life with its definite practical needs and problems.  Give our thinking, living, and preaching a relevance to the issues of our day, a relevance that can only come through conformity to Biblical patterns.  Whether we eat or drink, may we do all to the glory of God (I Cor.10:31).  And may Your ministers effectively communicate to Your people the importance of seeing all things from the perspective of Your word.

OCTOBER 13  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 46:1-3 -- "The gateway of the inner court that faces toward the east shall be shut the six working days; but on the Sabbath it shall be opened, and on the day of the New Moon it shall be opened.  The prince shall enter by way of the vestibule of the gateway from the outside, and stand by the gatepost. The priests shall prepare his burnt offering and his peace offerings. He shall worship at the threshold of the gate. Then he shall go out, but the gate shall not be shut until evening.  Likewise the people of the land shall worship at the entrance to this gateway before the Lord on the Sabbaths and the New Moons.”

We thank You, Lord God, that You have seen fit in Your wisdom to set apart particular times for Your worship.  You have commanded Your people to worship You continually, to live in an atmosphere of prayer, to do daily tasks for Your glory as acts of worship (II Thess.5:17).  Yet You have also commanded us to draw aside for special times of worship, to prepare for them and carry them out with special care.  On this Lord’s Day, let the gates be thrown open that Your people may come before You in worship (Psa.24).   May we be aware of the solemn privilege that is ours and come with awe and reverence.  May we be filled with joy and thanksgiving that we are privileged to come before You.
OCTOBER 13  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 46:13-15 -- "You shall daily make a burnt offering to the Lord of a lamb of the first year without blemish; you shall prepare it every morning.  And you shall prepare a grain offering with it every morning, a sixth of an ephah, and a third of a hin of oil to moisten the fine flour. This grain offering is a perpetual ordinance, to be made regularly to the Lord. Thus they shall prepare the lamb, the grain offering, and the oil, as a regular burnt offering every morning."

These sacrifices by the princes of the land in the idealized temple point to Christ, the Lamb of God Who was to die for sinners, and the shedding of His blood as a substitute for His people, His bearing their sin and dying in their place.  They also point to the necessity of total commitment on the part of the worshipper.  The whole burnt offering speaks of the need for our being totally consumed with zeal for the Lord of hosts, presenting our bodies as living sacrifices (Rom.12:1-2).  The meal offering points to the everyday elements and affairs of life.  Use these Old Covenant passages and ordinance to turn our minds again and again to their fulfillment in Christ.

OCTOBER 14  -  MORNING
Ezekiel 47:1, 3-5 -- Then he brought me back to the door of the temple; and there was water, flowing from under the threshold of the temple toward the east, for the front of the temple faced east; the water was flowing from under the right side of the temple, south of the altar....And when the man went out to the east with the line in his hand, he measured one thousand cubits, and he brought me through the waters; the water came up to my ankles.  Again he measured one thousand and brought me through the waters; the water came up to my knees. Again he measured one thousand and brought me through; the water came up to my waist.  Again he measured one thousand, and it was a river that I could not cross; for the water was too deep, water in which one must swim, a river that could not be crossed.
What an assurance to Your prophet Ezekiel, and to Your church of all ages, that Your word and kingdom will go forth conquering and to conquer (Rev.6:2).  May we see Your river of blessing going forth to the nations, affecting every nation and every area of life.  Give us trust and confidence as we study Your word, as we fellowship with Your people and witness to the world.  Particularly give pastors a confidence as they prepare, as they preach, as they visit, evangelize, or counsel, even though the result of their labor seems only a trickle, Your word shall not return empty, but will grow and spread (Isa.55:10).  May Your word go forth in convicting and converting power.  Accomplish Your sovereign will through Your servants.  Hold before us the visions of the nations flowing into Zion to hear the law of the Lord (Isa.2:2-3), the stone becoming a great mountain and filling all the earth (Dan.2:31-35), and the tiny mustard seed growing to produce the largest shrub in the garden (Matt.13:31-32).  Shake us from our complacency, indifference, and discouragement.

OCTOBER 14  -  EVENING
Ezekiel 47:9, 12 -- "And it shall be that every living thing that moves, wherever the rivers go, will live. There will be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters go there; for they will be healed, and everything will live wherever the river goes...Along the bank of the river, on this side and that, will grow all kinds of trees used for food; their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not fail. They will bear fruit every month, because their water flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for medicine."

The presence of Your gospel brings life, O Lord – renewal, growth, and productivity.  Let this fruitfulness be seen in our own day as Your message spreads.  May we see great progress as this river flows forward.  May Your kingdom spread and its saving benefits be seen more and more.  Forgive us for keeping Your gospel within the walls of the church building.  Let it break forth and flow to all people and to every area of life (Rev.22:2).  Feed and heal the nations.  Let them know their absolute dependence upon You.  Use our congregation in the location You have placed us; use us as You see fit to proclaim the coming of Your kingdom.  Encourage Your church by tokens of Your gospel’s spread, and by great showers of blessing.  Even today, as we go about our daily tasks, give us a sense of urgency and victory.

OCTOBER 15  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ezekiel 48:35  --"All the way around shall be eighteen thousand cubits; and the name of the city from that day shall be: THE LORD Is THERE." [And I heard a great voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with men.  He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God Himself with be with them”...(Rev.21:3)... “and His name shall be called Emmanuel, which means God with us” (Matt.1:23)... “And lo, I and with You always...(Matt.28:20) ].

O Lord, this great truth rings throughout Your word, that You are with Your people, dwelling among them.  You have put Your name upon them and identified Yourself with them.  Let us be aware of this great privilege and rejoice in it, that You are not only a God far off, high and exalted above Your creation, but also a God near and with Your creation, and especially Your own chosen people (Deut.30:11-14; Jer.23:23-24).  Let us live in the light of this great reality today.  “Where could I go from Your presence, or where could I flee from Your Spirit?  If I ascend into heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.  If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me” (Psa.139:7-9).
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