DECEMBER 12  -  MORNING
Haggai 1:3-6 --Then the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying,  "Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple to lie in ruins?"  Now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: "Consider your ways!  You have sown much, and bring in little; You eat, but do not have enough; You drink, but you are not filled with drink; You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; And he who earns wages, Earns wages to put into a bag with holes."

It is not just that Your people neglect the upkeep of the place of worship in order to spend time and money building lavish homes for themselves, but also that we neglect the worship and service of God in favor of our own personal selfish interests.  We know, O Lord, that church buildings today are not the temple and cannot in the fullest sense be called the house of God, but please prevent Your people from being so pre-occupied with their own affairs, particularly building bigger and better houses, that they neglect the work of the kingdom.  May we see Your church as the “building of God,” living stones built into a spiritual house (I Pet.2:5).  When Your professing people neglect Your house, Your kingdom, Your church, Your worship, and their corporate life together, and are preoccupied with their own houses, jobs, social lives, recreation, entertainment, and other activities, they do not prosper.  Call us to our corporate responsibility of prayer, witness, fellowship, and holiness.  Your “house” lies in ruins today, O God.  Stir us to rebuild it.

DECEMBER 12  -  EVENING
Haggai 2:2-3, 9 -- "Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying:  'Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former glory? And how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing?...'The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,' says the Lord of hosts. 'And in this place I will give peace,' says the Lord of hosts."

When some of the people of Judah saw the foundation of the second temple, the older men who had seen Solomon’s temple wailed with a loud voice (Ezra 3:11-13).  They did not contemplate as they should the latter day glory of the house of God, when the Word would become flesh and “tabernacle” among men (John 1:14).  James spoke of the incarnation and said, “...with this the words of the prophets agree, as it is written, ‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the dwelling of David which has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will set it up, that the rest of men may seek the Lord...’” (Acts 15:15-16; Amos 9:11-12).  As we renew covenant with You in worship week by week, let us not despise the day of small things (Zech.4:10).  Our worship seems weak and feeble, and our numbers few; but what glory, if we see things from Your perspective, O Lord!

DECEMBER 13  -  MORNING
Haggai 2:6-7, 21-22 -- " For thus says the Lord of hosts: 'Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land;  and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory,' says the Lord of hosts....Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying: 'I will shake heaven and earth. I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms; I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms. I will overthrow the chariots And those who ride in them; The horses and their riders shall come down, Every one by the sword of his brother.’ ”

In the latter days You did shake the heaven and the earth and overthrow the throne of the kingdoms of the nations, O Lord.  The stone uncut by human hands fell upon the idolatrous man-made kingdoms and smashed them (Dan.2:34).  In the restoration of Judah to the land, You re-established the chosen line, the David dynasty.  The rebuilt temple was far more glorious than Solomon’s, though not materially.  In sending Your Son Jesus in the Davidic line, the most glorious temple of all was established.  The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us, full of grace and truth (John 1:14).  A greater than the temple was here (Matt.12:6).  Jesus spoke of His own body as the temple, which He would raise up in three days after He was killed (John 2:19-21).  And His people are called the temple of the Holy Spirit (I Cor.3:16; 6:19; II Cor.3:1-3).  We also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (I Pet.2:4-5).  At Pentecost the heavens and earth were shaken, the stars fell from the skies, the sun was turned to darkness and the moon to blood (Acts 2:19-20).  May these earth-shaking events be thundered from Your pulpits today, O Christ, to Your glory.

DECEMBER 13  -  EVENING
Haggai 2:11-14 -- "Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'Now, ask the priests concerning the law, saying,  "If one carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it become holy?" ' " Then the priests answered and said, "No."  And Haggai said, "If one who is unclean because of a dead body touches any of these, will it be unclean?" So the priests answered and said, "It shall be unclean." Then Haggai answered and said, " 'So is this people, and so is this nation before Me,' says the Lord, 'and so is every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean.”

When the woman with a flow of blood touched the hem or tassels of Jesus’ garments, the one who was unclean became clean (Mark 5:25-34).  He reversed the implications of this teaching law by His own person and work.  She reached out to touch His righteousness, for that is what the fringe of the garment represented – a reminder to keep the commandments of God (Num.15:37-41).  May Your church faithfully proclaim the One who makes the unclean clean, the One who cleanses from sin and defilement.  May we always be very conscious of the fact that our own sins have been washed away by the blood of Christ (Rev.1:5; I John 1:7).  May we beware of offering You that which is unclean, as the people did in the days of Haggai.
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