OCTOBER 28  -  MORNING and EVENING
Hosea 1:2, 10 -- When the Lord began to speak by Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea: "Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry And children of harlotry, For the land has committed great harlotry By departing from the Lord....Yet the number of the children of Israel Shall be as the sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered. And it shall come to pass In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not My people,' There it shall be said to them, 'You are sons of the living God.' ”

You allow Your spokesman to pass through great trails and testing, so that his message will ring true and so that his words will not be spoken in a vacuum but will be corroborated in his own experience.  Enable us, O Lord, preachers and people alike, to fully and faithfully declare Your word to a disobedient, rebellious and indifferent people.  Give us patience and assurance that You are the sovereign God of providence.  You are able to bring blessing out of curse, order out of chaos, obedience out of rebellion.  Do such a work among Your languishing people today.  Overturn complacency and self-satisfaction; shake the very foundations so that Your professing people will awaken to the great danger, mourn over sin, and seize the opportunity to bring glory to Your name in this day.  All knowledge of You is by Your own grace.  Our knowledge of You is by Your grace alone, as well as our being kept and sustained.  May we give diligence to make our calling and election sure (II Pet.1:10).  May the fruit of the Spirit be abundantly evident in our lives (Gal.5:22-23).  

OCTOBER 29  -  MORNING
Hosea 2:10-12 – “Now I will uncover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, And no one shall deliver her from My hand.  I will also cause all her mirth to cease, Her feast days, Her New Moons, Her Sabbaths -- All her appointed feasts.  And I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, Of which she has said, 'These are my wages that my lovers have given me.' So I will make them a forest, And the beasts of the field shall eat them.”

Teach us, O Lord, that whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap (Gal.6:7).  You have told us, “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Ex.20:3), and yet our continual temptation is to run after the multitude of false gods that beckon to us every day.  As we walk down the path today through these gods of idolatry and immorality, give us strength to turn a deaf ear to them and to turn to You at every moment of temptation.  Keep us from the awful ingratitude of attributing to any other the gracious provision You have made for our lives, whether “luck” or “chance,” or science or technology, or “nature,” or our own strength, or any other thing.  When You bring drought or famine, storm or flood, fire or devastation, let us search our lives and return to You.

OCTOBER 29  -  EVENING
Hosea 2:14-17, 19, 23 -- " Therefore, behold, I will allure her, Will bring her into the wilderness, And speak comfort to her.  I will give her her vineyards from there, And the Valley of Achor as a door of hope; She shall sing there, As in the days of her youth, As in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt.  And it shall be, in that day," Says the Lord, "That you will call Me 'My Husband,' And no longer call Me 'My Master,'  For I will take from her mouth the names of the Baals, And they shall be remembered by their name no more....I will betroth you to Me forever...And I will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy; Then I will say to those who were not My people, 'You are My people!' And they shall say, 'You are my God!' "

Your people are married to You, O Lord, and yet what unfaithfulness we have committed.  You have bought us back when we were completely undeserving – in fact, when we were deserving of Your wrath.  Your mercy and compassion toward rebellious sinners is more than our finite minds can comprehend.  What awe and wonder we ought to have continually concerning the fact that we are in a state of grace.  Bring this reality to our minds throughout this day, and cause us to worship when we contemplate what we deserve and what You have given.  Make us a faithful people.  Cause us to utterly forsake all rival gods and have no others before You.  When we hear bride and groom take vows of faithfulness, remind us again that we are in covenant with You.
OCTOBER 30  -  MORNING
Hosea 3:1-3 -- Then the Lord said to me, "Go again, love a woman who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery, just like the love of the Lord for the children of Israel, who look to other gods and love the raisin cakes of the pagans."   So I bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver, and one and one-half homers of barley.   And I said to her, "You shall stay with me many days; you shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man -- so, too, will I be toward you."

Hosea’s love for Gomer, who was unfaithful to him, is an amazing love.  For him to go and buy her back after her leaving him for other men is a mercy difficult for us to comprehend.  But how much greater is Your love for a faithless and rebellious people, O Lord.  Israel was totally undeserving of Your love, and Your professing church today is in a state of great harlotry.  We are amazed when we contemplate Your compassion upon us and the forgiveness of our sins.  Bind us to You by Your great mercy, O God.  May Your love and forgiveness call us to more and more consistency in our response to Your grace.  “Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?  Let it not be!” (Rom.6:1).  Set before us now the need for faithfulness and purity of heart during this day – in human relationships and in our relationship with You our God.

OCTOBER 30  -  EVENING
Hosea 4:6, 8-9 – “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children....They eat up the sin of My people; They set their heart on their iniquity.  And it shall be: like people, like priest. So I will punish them for their ways, And reward them for their deeds.”

There is so little knowledge of You in our land, O Lord.  All moral foundation is gone because Your law has been laid aside, and most do not even realize it, even many of Your own people.  “There is swearing, lying, killing, stealing, and committing adultery” (v.2).  It is because of a lack of knowledge of You on the part of Your people that there is no knowledge of You in the land.  Give us true knowledge, O Lord – not just an intellectual grasp of facts about You and assent to those facts, but deep personal relationship to You.  We do not have priests or prophets in the Old  Testament sense,  yet You have called men to intercede for Your people and proclaim Your word.  These men cannot expect more from the people than is true in their own lives.  Like people, like preacher.  Call men in positions of leadership to soberly and continually consider the position in which You have placed them and the example which they are to give.  May they and all the people under their care not be destroyed for lack of knowledge – true knowledge of God.

OCTOBER 31  -  MORNING
Hosea 5:3-6 – “I know Ephraim, And Israel is not hidden from Me; For now, O Ephraim, you commit harlotry; Israel is defiled.  They do not direct their deeds Toward turning to their God, For the spirit of harlotry is in their midst, And they do not know the Lord.  The pride of Israel testifies to his face; Therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity; Judah also stumbles with them. With their flocks and herds They shall go to seek the Lord, But they will not find Him; He has withdrawn Himself from them.”

Nothing is hid from You, O Lord.  Just as You knew Israel, You know our own hearts.  And just as Israel played the harlot by following other gods, our own hearts are tempted and inclined to turn away from You and place other gods before You – things, pleasures, prestige, people, philosophies, wisdom.  “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love...” Preserve us from the spirit of harlotry.  May our knowledge of You be true knowledge, not the superficial profession only.  May our greatest dread be to seek You and not find You.

OCTOBER 31  -  EVENING
Hosea 5:15; 6:1-3 – “I will return again to My place Till they acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek My face; In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me”....Come, and let us return to the Lord; For He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up.  After two days He will revive us; On the third day He will raise us up, That we may live in His sight.  Let us know, Let us pursue the knowledge of the Lord. His going forth is established as the morning; He will come to us like the rain, Like the latter and former rain to the earth.

How often Your word warns us against formalism, O Lord, against drawing near to You with our lips and honoring You with our mouths while our hearts are far from You (Isa.29:13).  Keep us from this great sin; prevent us from going through the motions of worship and devotion without the reality.  Let us not seek You only in times of distress, but let us seek You continually, daily.  Revive us, O Lord!  As You raised Christ from the dead on the third day, raise us with Him to newness of life (Rom.6:4).  Let us press on to know the Lord, not passively drifting by default into indifference and apathy.  Come to us as spring rain that waters the earth, giving new life, zeal, repentance, forgiveness, cleansing, and growth.

NOVEMBER 1  -  MORNING
Hosea 6:4-7 -- " O Ephraim, what shall I do to you? O Judah, what shall I do to you? For your faithfulness is like a morning cloud, And like the early dew it goes away.  Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, I have slain them by the words of My mouth; And your judgments are like light that goes forth.  For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.  But like men they transgressed the covenant; There they dealt treacherously with Me.”

The morning cloud and the dew are often accurate pictures of our own love and devotion to You, O Lord.  Our devotion so quickly fades in the light of the sun.  Our relationship to You is so often fickle, depending upon feelings and circumstances.  We plead with You to give us such steadfast love that it will continue through all testing, temptation, and persecution.  Give us discipline and dependability.  Make us faithful servants day and night.  May Your people see in us an example of a consistent walk with You.  Forgive us that so often they have not seen a model after with they may safely pattern their own lives.  Give this steady and consistent walk to us as a congregation and to the whole church of our day. 

NOVEMBER 1  -  EVENING
Hosea 7:4,6,8,9,11 -- " They are all adulterers. Like an oven heated by a baker -- He ceases stirring the fire after kneading the dough, Until it is leavened....They prepare their heart like an oven, While they lie in wait; Their baker sleeps all night; In the morning it burns like a flaming fire....Ephraim has mixed himself among the peoples; Ephraim is a cake unturned. Aliens have devoured his strength, But he does not know it; Yes, gray hairs are here and there on him, Yet he does not know it....Ephraim also is like a silly dove, without sense -- They call to Egypt, They go to Assyria.”

In this graphic picture You compare Israel to an oven, burning with lust, anger, jealousy, and pride.  Yet Israel was not at all consistent; it was like an ineffective oven with uneven heat.  The bread was burned on one side and uncooked on the other – “half-baked.”  Deliver Your people from this kind of ignorance and inconsistency, O Lord, from being oblivious to sin and needing severe chastisement.  Open our eyes to our own sin.  Search us and know our hearts (Psa.139:23).  Graciously enable us to see ourselves as You see us, as we really are.  Give us a holy dread of drifting into spiritual indifference and neglect.  Give us the desire and commitment to burn only for You in flaming zeal.  Let us not be lukewarm, half-hearted, and inconsistent (Rev.3:15).

NOVEMBER 2  -  MORNING and EVENING
Hosea 8:1,4,7 -- "Set the trumpet to your mouth! He shall come like an eagle against the house of the Lord, Because they have transgressed My covenant And rebelled against My law....They set up kings, but not by Me; They made princes, but I did not acknowledge them. From their silver and gold They made idols for themselves -- That they might be cut off....They sow the wind, And reap the whirlwind. The stalk has no bud; It shall never produce meal. If it should produce, Aliens would swallow it up.”

May Your servants today also proclaim urgently and effectively the danger of each man doing what is right in his own eyes (Jud.21:25).  May they proclaim that “God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap,” and that the increase shall even be greatly multiplied (Gal.6:7).  Israel sowed the wind by idolatry, immorality, materialism, social injustice, and rebellion.  They reaped the whirlwind of judgment, captivity, and chaos.  Use their example to instruct and warn those of us today who profess to be Your people.  Open our eyes as a nation, as a church, as families, and as individuals, to see this principle at work in Scripture, in history, and in our own experience.  May we understand this principle for our own lives and sow to the Spirit (Gal.6:8).  Let us sow peace, obedience, righteousness; let us sow the seed of the word of God and reap a hundredfold (Matt.13:8,23).  We receive the kind of leadership we deserve and demand.  Let us be a godly people who are blessed with godly leadership.

NOVEMBER 3  -  MORNING and EVENING
Hosea 9:11-14 – “As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird -- No birth, no pregnancy, and no conception!  Though they bring up their children, Yet I will bereave them to the last man. Yes, woe to them when I depart from them!  Just as I saw Ephraim like Tyre, planted in a pleasant place, So Ephraim will bring out his children to the murderer."  Give them, O Lord -- What will You give? Give them a miscarrying womb And dry breasts!

Forsake us not, O God of our salvation! (Psa.27:9).  Cause the people of our times and of our nation to cry out to You to forsake us not.  Let us dread these words above all others: “Woe to them, when I depart from them.”  Cause us to see the disastrous consequences that our sin has upon our children.  Open our eyes to see that the iniquities of the fathers will be visited upon the children to the third and fourth generation of those that hate You and disregard Your ways, who treat lightly Your kindness which should lead to repentance (Ex.20:5; Rom.2:4).  What a curse upon a land or nation to have widespread barrenness.  Many people and nations today would think it a great blessing to have few children, because they have forgotten that “sons are a heritage from the Lord” (Psa.127:3).  Make us dread being spiritually barren, O Lord! 

NOVEMBER 4  -  MORNING
Hosea 10:1-2, 8 -- Israel empties his vine; He brings forth fruit for himself. According to the multitude of his fruit He has increased the altars; According to the bounty of his land They have embellished his sacred pillars.  Their heart is divided; Now they are held guilty. He will break down their altars; He will ruin their sacred pillars....Also the high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, Shall be destroyed. The thorn and thistle shall grow on their altars; They shall say to the mountains, "Cover us!" And to the hills, "Fall on us!"

There is no hiding place from Your just wrath, O God.  All men are utterly exposed to Your righteous indignation, and those who do not seek refuge in You will have to seek refuge from You (Luke 23:30; Rev.6:16).  May we be among those who seek refuge in You.  May it not be said of us that thorns and thistles have grown up on the altars of the Lord (Gen.3:17-19).  May the means of grace not go unused:  prayer, the word, and worship.  May Your messengers proclaim the need to flee from the wrath to come (Matt.3:7), and may we plead with You as those who have fled ourselves and found refuge in the one sacrifice for sin.  What an age and land of opportunity and luxury we live in, O Lord.  But what a horrible condemnation, that as our country has increased materially and technologically, we have devised and refined means of idolatry.  We have borne bad grapes (Isa.5:2-3).  Give godly repentance, we pray!
NOVEMBER 4  -  EVENING
Hosea 10:12-13 -- Sow for yourselves righteousness; Reap in mercy; Break up your fallow ground, For it is time to seek the Lord, Till He comes and rains righteousness on you.  You have plowed wickedness; You have reaped iniquity. You have eaten the fruit of lies, Because you trusted in your own way, In the multitude of your mighty men.

The alternatives are to reap judgment or to plow up the life of sin and plant seeds of righteousness.  Show our society, O Lord, that its path is leading to destruction and misery.  Cause Your church to evaluate its own life and witness to the world, and plow up its hardness of heart, indifference, and sinful thinking and practice that have become like encrusted earth.  Open our eyes to see the fallow ground in our own lives, O Lord, and give us the desire, courage, and strength to break up that ground and to sow seeds of righteousness.  Pour out the showers of mercy and prepare our hearts; bring revival on us and upon all Your people.  There are so many areas that we have not committed to You, areas which we have not even considered seriously, areas which are at the very “back of the farm.”  Show these to us, and give us determination to begin now – today – to break them up, to pull up the weeds of sin and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.5:22-23).  May Your preachers plow deep with searchings of heart, examinations of life,  stressing the need for confession and repentance.  May we be good soil, receptive and fertile, that the seed of the word might take root (Matt.13:23).

NOVEMBER 5  -  MORNING and EVENING
Hosea 11:1-5 -- "When Israel was a child, I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My son.  As they called them, So they went from them; They sacrificed to the Baals, And burned incense to carved images.  I taught Ephraim to walk, Taking them by their arms; But they did not know that I healed them.   I drew them with gentle cords, With bands of love, And I was to them as those who take the yoke from their neck. I stooped and fed them.  He shall not return to the land of Egypt; But the Assyrian shall be his king, Because they refused to repent.”

Nothing is sadder than an ungrateful, unresponsive child who does not appreciate all that his parents have done for him.  Israel was such a stubborn, rebellious child to You, O Lord.  But Your one true unbegotten Son Jesus Christ was not rebellious like Israel.  He retraced the steps of Israel, perfectly keeping Your holy law on behalf of all those who trust in Him (Matt.2:15).  This second Adam and second Israel reversed the curse of captivity and judgment and ushered in the year of Jubilee (Isa.61:1-3; Luke 4:18; Lev.25:8-17).  What condemnation and judgment are deserved by those who ignore and despise Your tender dealings, O God.  Greater opportunity means greater responsibility, and Israel had greater opportunity than any other nation which ever existed.  And what opportunity Your church has today.  You have dealt tenderly and graciously with us.  Make us responsive to Your love and obedient to Your commands.

NOVEMBER 6  -  MORNING and EVENING
Hosea 12:2-6 -- "The Lord also brings a charge against Judah, And will punish Jacob according to his ways; According to his deeds He will recompense him.   He took his brother by the heel in the womb, And in his strength he struggled with God.  Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed; He wept, and sought favor from Him. He found Him in Bethel, And there He spoke to us --  That is, the Lord God of hosts. The Lord is His memorable name.  So you, by the help of your God, return; Observe mercy and justice, And wait on your God continually.

We see ourselves in Jacob, O Lord – a supplanter, a deceiver.  You have in Your sovereign initiative caused us to acknowledge our sin and call ourselves “Jacob,” as Jacob did at Peniel.  Cause us, O God, daily, continually, to acknowledge sin and helplessness and cry out to You and cling to You.  Let us say with Jacob, “I will not let You go until You bless me” (Gen.32:26).  In the book of Hosea – and in all Your word – the principle of “greater responsibility for greater opportunity” comes through over and over.  Israel’s responsibility and condemnation was far greater because of its past heritage and present opportunity.  Remind us that it shall be so with us today if we forsake Your truth.  We too have a great heritage.  We too have been privileged to know You.  And therefore we have a great obligation laid upon us to be faithful in obeying all Your commands.

NOVEMBER 7  -  MORNING
Hosea 13:2-4 -- Now they sin more and more, And have made for themselves molded images, Idols of their silver, according to their skill; All of it is the work of craftsmen. They say of them, "Let the men who sacrifice kiss the calves!"  Therefore they shall be like the morning cloud And like the early dew that passes away, Like chaff blown off from a threshing floor And like smoke from a chimney.  " Yet I am the Lord your God Ever since the land of Egypt, And you shall know no God but Me; For there is no Savior besides Me.”

How fickle is the devotion of those who profess to be Your people, O Lord!  Let us dread the thought of being like the morning dew, or a mist that fades, or the chaff or smoke that soon  swirls away.  Our hearts are certainly prone to instability and unreliability.  Take hold of us in a powerful way, O God, and give steadfastness and consistency in our walk with You.  Let us not merely seek Your face when we are in distress or when we encounter some particular need physically or spiritually, as we are so prone to do.  Let us call upon You every day, every hour, in times of abundance and times of want.  Keep our hearts from being drawn aside to other gods – gods of possessions, pleasure, and prestige.  How subtly they appeal to us and pull at us, if we turn aside even for a moment to consider them.  Take us like Simon and make us into Peter, a rock (John 1:42; Matt.16:18).  Open our eyes to see clearly the absolute antithesis between the gospel and the idolatry of humanism.

NOVEMBER 7  -  EVENING
Hosea 13:14 --"I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. O Death, I will be your plagues! O Grave, I will be your destruction! Pity is hidden from My eyes.”

Here the power of Sheol and the plagues of death are summoned to bring judgment.  But what a glorious reversed meaning You give to this verse through the Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 15:55!  There the power of Sheol and the plagues of death are defied and overcome.  But even here in Hosea You promise the turning away of Your anger.  How we ought to be overcome and awed by Your lovingkindness and mercy.  Not only have we received undeserved favor, but we have been spared that which we deserve – Your wrath and curse.  Let us not take this great truth for granted, but let us be so bound to You by cords of love that our whole life will be a response of praise and obedience.  “Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.”  When You call forth the plagues of death and hell, the covenant with Sheol made by the ungodly will be annulled, and the waters will overflow their hiding place.  Only those who are on the Rock will remain secure – those built upon the tried cornerstone (Isa.28:16-18).  Christ alone has the keys of death and of Hades (Rev.1:18).

NOVEMBER 8  -  MORNING and EVENING
Hosea 14:1-3 -- O Israel, return to the Lord your God, For you have stumbled because of your iniquity;  Take words with you, And return to the Lord. Say to Him, "Take away all iniquity; Receive us graciously, For we will offer the sacrifices of our lips.  Assyria shall not save us, We will not ride on horses, Nor will we say anymore to the work of our hands, 'You are our gods.' For in You the fatherless finds mercy."

Have mercy upon Your sinning people, O God!  We are full of rationalizations, excuses, feeble reasons for our unfaithfulness.  Call us to return to You and find our rest in You.  Call us to forsake all other gods – gods of our own devising.  Cause our hearts to long for more intimate knowledge of You, and cause our hearts to be burdened for Your people, whom You have entrusted to our care.  “In Your presence there is fullness of joy, and at Your right hand there are pleasures for evermore” (Psa.16:11).  In keeping Your law there is great reward (Psa.19:11).  Those who forsake Your commandments destroy their own souls (Prov.8:36).   Give us wisdom to see clearly these truths, and give faithfulness and clarity in communicating them to others.  Let us be bold to warn of the consequences of forsaking Your way.
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