MAY 4  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 1:10-11, 15-17 --  Hear the word of the Lord, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the law of our God, You people of Gomorrah:  "To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?" Says the Lord. "I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle. I do not delight in the blood of bulls, Or of lambs or goats....When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; Even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood.  Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes. Cease to do evil, Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; Defend the fatherless, Plead for the widow.”

May we fear empty ritual and turn away from it, O Lord.  Cause Your people to abhor formalism, to see the great danger of going through motions of worship without godliness of life, love for You and for each other, and without deeds of love and mercy toward those in need (II Tim.3:5).  Open our eyes to detect when we are merely participating in rituals, ceremonies, and service without whole-hearted devotion to You.  As we approach each Lord’s Day, may we plan to remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy and prepare diligently to come before You in worship (Ex.20:8).  May this be true of our private and family worship also.  Lord, let us not think that prayer is automatically good or that our own prayers are necessarily heard.  If we regard iniquity in our hearts, the Lord will not hear (Psa.66:18; John 15:7).  Cleanse us from sin, and make us sensitive to our sinfulness this day.
MAY 5  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 2:2-3 -- Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the Lord's house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it.  Many people shall come and say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths." For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

What hope and encouragement we receive, O Lord, from knowing that Your kingdom shall come and Your will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matt.6:10).  May Your church long for,  pray for, and work for the extension of Your kingdom and the humbling of the nations before You.  May the word of the Lord go forth from Zion, as Christ died, rose, and ascended there and ushered in a new covenant age.  May the nations of the earth flock to Zion and flow into it.  We pray for the preaching of Your word and the individual witness of Your people.  Use us, and use this day, for the proclamation of the whole counsel of God to the whole person in all the world (Acts 20:26-27).  Forgive us for pessimism and discouragement, and give us grace to witness, counsel, and teach, as we have opportunity, in the full assurance that You will continue to establish Your reign and that “none can stay Your hand” (Dan.4:35).  Help us to labor diligently this day, knowing that in the Lord our labor is not in vain (I Cor.15:58).

MAY 6  -  MORNING
Isaiah 3:1, 10-11, 13 -- For behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, Takes away from Jerusalem and from Judah The stock and the store, The whole supply of bread and the whole supply of water... “Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, For they shall eat the fruit of their doings.  Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him, For the reward of his hands shall be given him”....The Lord stands up to plead, And stands to judge the people.

“God is not mocked, for whatever a man sows, that will he also reap” (Gal 6:7).  Impress this truth upon us, O Lord, that we may not only believe it in our minds, but know it experimentally in our own lives and see it in the lives of others.  May we effectively convey this important concept to others by our teaching and by the way we live.   Forgive us that we are so often blind to the consequences of our sin.  By Your grace may we live righteously in this day – in Your power and for Your glory.  For if You did not spare the natural branches, You will not spare those that have been grafted in.  May we consider well the goodness and severity of God (Rom. 11:21-22).  May the example of Israel’s captivity be before Your church and our nation, so that we will conduct ourselves throughout the time of our sojourning here in fear (I Pet.1:17; Heb.12:28).

MAY 6  -  EVENING
Isaiah 4:2-3, 5-6 --  In that day the Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious; And the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing For those of Israel who have escaped. And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy -- everyone who is recorded among the living in Jerusalem....then the Lord will create above every dwelling place of Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night. For over all the glory there will be a covering.  And there will be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a shelter from storm and rain.

Your providence and grace are like a great cloud of glory, O Lord, sheltering us, protecting us from the evils of life.  Let us walk confidently and securely, knowing that this great canopy overshadows us.  May it be apparent to all with whom we come in contact that You are our Refuge and Strength, our Tower, our Fortress, our Strong Deliverer (Psa.46:1; 18:2).  In Christ the eternal Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (John 1:14).  He is that righteous Branch of the Lord (Jer.23:5), the One Who is Immanuel, God with us (Isa.7:14; Matt.1:23).  Give us confidence in Him today as our Advocate, Mediator, and Interceder.  

MAY 7  -  MORNING
Isaiah 5:1-2, 4 -- Now let me sing to my Well-beloved A song of my Beloved regarding His vineyard: My Well-beloved has a vineyard On a very fruitful hill.  He dug it up and cleared out its stones, And planted it with the choicest vine. He built a tower in its midst, And also made a winepress in it; So He expected it to bring forth good grapes, But it brought forth wild grapes....What more could have been done to My vineyard That I have not done in it? Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, Did it bring forth wild grapes?

O Lord, with all that You have done for us and in us, You have every right to expect abundant fruit.  And yet the crop is often meager, and even the wrong kind of fruit.  Let us take heed and beware, lest we be like branches that do not bear good fruit and are taken away.  If we bear fruit, let us be pruned, that we may bear more fruit (John 15:2).  Let this picture of Israel as a vineyard be continually before Your congregation.  Let us tremble at the thought of displeasing You and long to bear fruit to Your glory.  May Your people today bear much fruit, and so prove to be Your disciples (John 15:8).  May the fruit of the Spirit be evidenced in our lives:  love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control (Gal.5:22-23).  Thank You for Jesus, the true Vine, who was all that Israel failed to be (John 15:1ff.).

MAY 7  -  EVENING
Isaiah 5:20-21 -- Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, And prudent in their own sight!

Let Your ministers today be faithful in warning about those who call evil good and good evil, O Lord, and let all of us beware lest we fall into the subtle temptation to confuse good and evil.  Let us not be wise in our own eyes.  Let us be completely dependent upon You and Your revelation of Yourself and Your truth.  Humble us before You, and make us know for certain that we have no truth but that which You have revealed.  Make us valiant for truth, and at the same time let us know that we would have been as valiant for error had not grace laid hold of us.  How easy it is to rationalize, and how subtly the evil one attacks and makes black or white seem like a shade of gray.  He and his ministers transform themselves into angels of light and confuse the unwary (II Cor. 11:14).  May we be constantly alert and vigilant, knowing that our adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour (I Pet.5:8).
MAY 8  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 6:3, 5, 8 --"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!"..."Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The Lord of hosts."

...Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."

Give us a sense of Your unspeakable holiness, O Lord, and of our own sin.  As we proclaim the forgiveness of sin, let us be keenly aware of our own sin and need of forgiveness.  It is only by the cleansing of our lips that we could ever be fit vessels to proclaim Your word.  Fill us with joy today over the forgiveness of sin.  Let us see forgiveness against the backdrop of the awfulness of sin, as Isaiah did, for, “he who is forgiven little loves little” (Luke 7:47).  Let us see how much we have been forgiven, and therefore let us love much in return.  Let us live and proclaim Your gospel as forgiven sinners this day.  Remind us throughout the day that we are chosen instruments to declare Your revealed truth, and remind us that we are worthy to declare it only because of Your mercy toward us and the forgiveness of our own sins.  May we proclaim the Righteous One, whose lips were pure. 

MAY 9  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 7:1, 14, 16 -- Now it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to make war against it, but could not prevail against it…. "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel….For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by both her kings.”

Your word was given in the context of actual historical situations, O Lord, but it far transcended those particular circumstances.  May we be diligent to study and understand the specific backgrounds in which Biblical truth was given, as well as the far-reaching implications of the prophecies.  Ahaz was given assurance of deliverance from the enemies in his own day; and yet Your people in every age thrill to this mysterious prophecy of the Immanuel to come, Jesus Christ Your Son, God with us (Matt.1:23).  May we not be stubborn and rebellious toward Your revelation as Ahaz was, but may we receive it with great eagerness and seek to apply it to our lives.

MAY 10  -  MORNING
Isaiah 8:10-15 – “Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing; Speak the word, but it will not stand, For God is with us."  For the Lord spoke thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying:  "Do not say, 'A conspiracy,' Concerning all that this people call a conspiracy, Nor be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.  The Lord of hosts, Him you shall hallow; Let Him be your fear, And let Him be your dread.  He will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense To both the houses of Israel, As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  And many among them shall stumble; They shall fall and be broken, Be snared and taken."

O Lord, You are at the same time a sanctuary, a holy abode, to those who trust in You, and a stone of stumbling to those who turn away from You (I Pet.2:7-8; Isa.28:16).  May Your preachers faithfully proclaim Your whole counsel (Acts 20;27), that men may flee to You, and at the same time may those who are not Your people be without excuse in their offence (Rom.1:20).  Make Your preachers, and all Your people, willing to be a fragrance from death to death, as well as a fragrance from life to life (II Cor.2:16).  Let us not shrink from proclaiming the offence of the cross and the offence of the gospel (Gal.5:11).

MAY 10  -  EVENING
Isaiah 8:19-20 -- And when they say to you, "Seek those who are mediums and wizards, who whisper and mutter," should not a people seek their God? Should they seek the dead on behalf of the living?  To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.

People today are also continually consulting mediums, wizards, witches, oracles, false prophets and philosophies of all varieties, O Lord.  Enable Your minister and teachers to direct them to Your word as the only infallible rule of faith and practice, the more sure word of prophesy (II Pet.1:19).  Give us discernment as we wade through the multitude of voices and views which present themselves in our day, and enable Your leaders to guide Your people with wisdom.  Let us hold Your word before men as a banner.  All those who proclaim another word, no matter how sincerely, doom themselves and their message.  How difficult it is to proclaim that true  message which alienates so many.  Let us be very sure that the offence is in the message, and not in the messenger.  May the lives of Your messengers be consistent with the words they preach publicly and also with the words they speak privately, and with their inmost thoughts. 

MAY 11  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 9:2, 6 -- The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined….For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

You are King, O Christ.  The right to rule over the entire universe, the affairs of men, Your church, and our individual lives, is in Your hands.  Cause us to understand that fact and submit to Your authority.  Cause Your church to recognize the absolute necessity of bowing before You in everything.  Cause the nations of the world to see that the government must and will be upon Your shoulder.  May this great truth be a reality in our lives today.  On the basis of Your life, death, and resurrection, You could say, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” (Matt.28:20).  And it is on the basis of Your sovereign authority and rule that we Your people have been commissioned to disciple the nations.  For the Father has highly exalted You and given You the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that You are Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil.2:9-10).

MAY 12  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 10:5, 7, 12, 15, 20 -- " Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger And the staff in whose hand is My indignation….Yet he does not mean so, Nor does his heart think so; But it is in his heart to destroy, And cut off not a few nations….Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Lord has performed all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will say, "I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks."…Shall the ax boast itself against him who chops with it? Or shall the saw exalt itself against him who saws with it? As if a rod could wield itself against those who lift it up, Or as if a staff could lift up, as if it were not wood!…And it shall come to pass in that day That the remnant of Israel, And such as have escaped of the house of Jacob, Will never again depend on him who defeated them, But will depend on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.

Forgive us, O Lord, that our prayers and meditation are so exclusively focused on our individual spiritual needs, sins, blessings, comforts, aspirations, and duties; and that we so often overlook those Scriptures which point to You and Your sovereignty, Your control of all human history, and the glory, praise, honor, and reverence that is due to Your name.  Thank You for this great assurance that all Your enemies and those of Your people will ultimately fall.  Those whom You use in Your judgments against Your professing people will themselves be judged and cast aside.  Vindicate Your own name and cause, O God!  And focus the attention of Your people on the vindication of Your honor.

MAY 13  -  MORNING
Isaiah 11:1-5 -- There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out of his roots.  The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.  His delight is in the fear of the Lord, And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, Nor decide by the hearing of His ears;  But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And decide with equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked.  Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And faithfulness the belt of His waist.

Thank You, O God, for this picture of the Messiah of Your people.  We take great comfort resting in the fact that what He does is absolutely just.  His decisions and judgments will always be in accord with Your perfect law.  Whatever He does in our own case shall be right, even though we may not be able to recognize it immediately, because we do judge by what our eyes see and our ears hear (Gen.18:25).  We so often walk by sight and not by faith (II Cor.5:7).   But whatever Christ does in the whole history of mankind and in the case of all men shall be right.  Let us acknowledge Your wisdom, not only intellectually and emotionally, but also practically, as we bow before Your judgments in the specific decisions of life.

MAY 13  -  EVENING
Isaiah 11:6-9 -- " The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little child shall lead them.  The cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie down together; And the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child shall play by the cobra's hole, And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper's den.  They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord As the waters cover the sea.”

Your new covenant ushered in a new era, O Christ, and the “ends of the ages” in which Satan was bound, to deceive the nations no more, an era in which the gospel would spread to all the earth and your messengers would go to the four winds to gather Your elect (I Cor.10:11; Rev.20:3; Matt.24:31).  May our prayer and longing be to see the glory of God cover the earth as the waters cover the sea (Hab.2:14; Isa.11:9), to see all nature affected by the spread of the gospel, for it groans in travail waiting its deliverance from the bondage of corruption (Rom.8:19-22).  Give us zeal to work diligently in the proclaiming of Your truth in the power of the Holy Spirit.

MAY 14  -  MORNING
Isaiah 12:1-4 -- And in that day you will say: "O Lord, I will praise You; Though You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, and You comfort me.  Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; 'For YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song; He also has become my salvation.' ”   Therefore with joy you will draw water From the wells of salvation.  And in that day you will say: "Praise the Lord, call upon His name; Declare His deeds among the peoples, Make mention that His name is exalted.”

O God, turn Your anger away from us, and comfort us.  We deserve all Your displeasure and wrath because of our sin.  But You are our salvation, our only hope and comfort in life and death.     Teach us to trust and not be afraid.  Teach us to rely upon You as our Strength.  Be our song this day; give us true joy and gladness. How often the note of joy is missing from preaching and teaching today, and from our lives.  May our hearts be so filled with thanksgiving for Your salvation, so thrilled with the knowledge that Your name is exalted and shall be exalted, that joy will overflow into our thoughts, words, and deeds.  May we be a people whose very lives are characterized by joy.  Convict us of a lack of trust and an inclination to discouragement.  Fill us with gladness.

MAY 14  -  EVENING
Isaiah 13:4-6, 17, 19 -- The noise of a multitude in the mountains, Like that of many people! A tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together! The Lord of hosts musters The army for battle.  They come from a far country, From the end of heaven -- The Lord and His weapons of indignation, To destroy the whole land.  Wail, for the day of the Lord is at hand! It will come as destruction from the Almighty…." Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, Who will not regard silver; And as for gold, they will not delight in it….And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, The beauty of the Chaldeans' pride, Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.”

“The Lord is a man of war; the Lord is His name” (Ex.15:3).  We thank You, O Lord, for this picture of Your sovereign power, Your majesty, and, yes, Your fury!  Bring us to stand in awe of You, and let us communicate to others how efficacious are all Your decrees.  You use a Babylon to judge Your nation Israel, and then cast Babylon away like a worn-out instrument.  You raise up Medes and Persians to judge Babylon.  Give us comfort and strength and courage when we contemplate Your absolute control over all things.  Prevent us from being despondent and discouraged at the adverse circumstances we meet.  Let us remember continually Your powerful controlling hand behind the scenes of history and our own lives.

MAY 15  -  MORNING
Isaiah 14:12-15 -- " How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations!  For you have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north;  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.' ”

All who exalt themselves against You and Your people shall be brought low, O Lord.  Those who boast of their own strength, intelligence, culture, and security shall be shown that they are but men (Psa.9:20).  This “Lucifer,” “shinning gleam” who was the king of Babylon, joined in the conspiracy of the nations against God and His people (Psa.2).  He considered his position unassailable, and who would have thought that he could be cast down?  Even Satan himself has been overthrown and will ultimately be cast down and thrown for ever into the lake of fire (Rev. 12:9-10; 20:10).  Show the nations that they are but men, O Lord (Psa.9:19-20), creatures who must ultimately serve the purposes of the Creator and Sovereign – either as defeated foes or as humble, obedient servants.  Cause multitudes to bow the knee to Christ and confess Him as Lord (Phil.2:11).  

MAY 15  -  EVENING
Isaiah 14:24-25, 27 – The Lord of hosts has sworn, saying, “Surely, as I have thought, so it shall come to pass, And as I have purposed, so it shall stand:  That I will break the Assyrian in My land, And on My mountains tread him underfoot. Then his yoke shall be removed from them, And his burden removed from their shoulders....For the Lord of hosts has purposed, And who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, And who will turn it back?”

What comfort, to know that all who oppress Your people do so only by Your permission, O Lord, and that You will ultimately turn back and frustrate all the plans of Your enemies and ours.  None can overthrow or annul Your sovereign purposes.  Let Your ministers preach in this assurance, and let all of Your people witness in this assurance, make decisions, and live in this great assurance.  If even the Assyrians and Babylonians attacked Israel only by Your plan and judgment, then no nation or force may assault our nation or Your church except by Your express permission and solemn decree.  Forgive us that so often we have been afraid of what seemed like insurmountable odds and have failed to stand; or we have run like cowards when we should have trusted in You and obeyed Your commands.

MAY 16  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 15:1, 3, 5 -- The burden against Moab. Because in the night Ar of Moab is laid waste And destroyed, Because in the night Kir of Moab is laid waste And destroyed...In their streets they will clothe themselves with sackcloth; On the tops of their houses And in their streets Everyone will wail, weeping bitterly....My heart will cry out for Moab...

May our hearts be broken over the idolatry which we see around us, O Lord, and may we weep for those who are reaping what they have sown, and who will reap what they are sowing now (Gal.6:9).  Especially may we be burdened for our own relatives and near neighbors who do not give clear indication of a knowledge of Christ – for the Moabites were kin of the Israelites and lived nearby.  May we, like Isaiah, set before individuals and nations the dire consequences of forsaking God, and earnestly call upon them to repent.  When we see men and nations suffering the judgment they deserve, may Your own people realize that the only difference is that we are the recipients of Your mercy, and say, “There, but for the grace of God, go I!”  When we see temporal judgments fall, may it remind us of the final judgment and call us to holiness of life.  May it cause us to magnify Your justice and Your grace (Rom.9:22-23). 

MAY 17  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 16:5-7, 10-12, 14 -- In mercy the throne will be established; And One will sit on it in truth, in the tabernacle of David, Judging and seeking justice and hastening righteousness."  We have heard of the pride of Moab -- He is very proud -- Of his haughtiness and his pride and his wrath; But his lies shall not be so.  Therefore Moab shall wail for Moab; Everyone shall wail. For the foundations of Kir Hareseth you shall mourn; Surely they are stricken....Gladness is taken away, And joy from the plentiful field; In the vineyards there will be no singing, Nor will there be shouting; No treaders will tread out wine in the presses; I have made their shouting cease.  Therefore my heart shall resound like a harp for Moab, And my inner being for Kir Heres.  And it shall come to pass, When it is seen that Moab is weary on the high place, That he will come to his sanctuary to pray; But he will not prevail....But now the Lord has spoken, saying, "Within three years, as the years of a hired man, the glory of Moab will be despised with all that great multitude, and the remnant will be very small and feeble."

All who exalt themselves against You will be humbled, O Lord (Lk.14:11; 18:14; Mt.23:12).  How utterly foolish it is to oppose You.  Open the eyes of sinful men to see that they will reap what they sow (Gal.6:9), that no alliance of man will be of any success ultimately.  Impress this fact so firmly upon our minds that we will be able to effectively proclaim Your glorious sovereignty, Your awesome judgment, and Your amazing grace to those who humble themselves before You.  Give us a burden to weep over Moabs and proclaim Your judgments of them and to them.  May we also proclaim the establishment of Your great throne.

MAY 18  -  MORNING
Isaiah 17:7-8, 10-11 -- In that day a man will look to his Maker, And his eyes will have respect for the Holy One of Israel.  He will not look to the altars, The work of his hands; He will not respect what his fingers have made, Nor the wooden images nor the incense altars. ...Because you have forgotten the God of your salvation, And have not been mindful of the Rock of your stronghold, Therefore you will plant pleasant plants And set out foreign seedlings;  In the day you will make your plant to grow, And in the morning you will make your seed to flourish; But the harvest will be a heap of ruins In the day of grief and desperate sorrow.

May this be our greatest dread – that we forget the Lord our God.  For then all of our planting of seed and watering of crops would be in vain.  There would be no harvest.  Forgetting is such an easy thing to do, such a natural thing for a sinful heart, because it is a passive thing, an omission that takes no effort but creeps in undetected and grows imperceptibly.  Call us to consciously stir up and guard our remembrance (Deut.8:2,11,14,18-19).  Give us zeal and longing for that day when man will see the foolishness of humanism, will-worship, idolatry, and rebellion.  Give us encouragement and optimism as we proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord which has come in Christ and which will transform the hearts of men (Isa.61:2).

MAY 18  -  EVENING
Isaiah 18:5-6 -- For before the harvest, when the bud is perfect And the sour grape is ripening in the flower, He will both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks And take away and cut down the branches.  They will be left together for the mountain birds of prey And for the beasts of the earth; The birds of prey will summer on them, And all the beasts of the earth will winter on them.

What a picture of devastation and destruction!  Just when there should have been an abundant fruitful harvest, the crop was cut down and cast away.  Israel was taken captive, and here Ethiopia is pictured as cut off.  Our own nation has had a godly heritage and much opportunity.  Now, when it should be bearing fruit and evangelizing the other nations of the world, it is turning away from You in rebellion and obstinacy.  And in own lives, we have been privileged with much teaching and much blessing, material and spiritual.  Let it not be true of us, O God, that at the very time when we should be most productive and useful in Your kingdom we should be judged for unfruitfulness and cast away.

MAY 19  -  MORNING
Isaiah 19:1, 14, 19-21 -- The burden against Egypt. Behold, the Lord rides on a swift cloud, And will come into Egypt; The idols of Egypt will totter at His presence, And the heart of Egypt will melt in its midst....The Lord has mingled a perverse spirit in her midst; And they have caused Egypt to err in all her work, As a drunken man staggers in his vomit....In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord at its border.  And it will be for a sign and for a witness to the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will cry to the Lord because of the oppressors, and He will send them a Savior and a Mighty One, and He will deliver them.  Then the Lord will be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the Lord in that day, and will make sacrifice and offering; yes, they will make a vow to the Lord and perform it.
Give us the eyes of faith to believe that the Egypts of the world, with all their strength, culture, learning, wealth, and glory, will be utterly overthrown.  We need even more faith to envision the Egypts and Assyrias of the world bowing down together to worship the God of Israel, the only true and living God.  Give us such confidence, and give us boldness as we proclaim it.  May the nations tremble at Your presence in our own day, and may Your people faithfully call them to bow before You.

MAY 19  -  EVENING
Isaiah 20:3-4, 6 -- Then the Lord said, "Just as My servant Isaiah has walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and a wonder against Egypt and Ethiopia, so shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians as prisoners and the Ethiopians as captives, young and old, naked and barefoot, with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt....And the inhabitant of this territory will say in that day, 'Surely such is our expectation, wherever we flee for help to be delivered from the king of Assyria; and how shall we escape?' "

Let our own nation not trust in its alliances or in military might for deliverance (Psa.20:7), but let us trust in You alone, O Lord.  Let Your church not trust in unholy alliances and compromises with the world and its ways, but let it put all its hope in You and seek earnestly and uncompromisingly to obey Your law.  What a horrible thought that those who professed to be Your true people should be led captive, utterly exposed, ashamed, and humiliated; and most of all that Your glory would not be seen in them.  Use Your ministers today, and all Your people, to proclaim Your judgment and Your salvation, as You used Isaiah Your anointed prophet.  Though we are not inspired prophets today, may we sound Your message clearly and powerfully. 

MAY 20  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 21:6, 8-12 -- For thus has the Lord said to me: "Go, set a watchman, Let him declare what he sees."...Then he cried, "A lion, my Lord! I stand continually on the watchtower in the daytime; I have sat at my post every night.  And look, here comes a chariot of men with a pair of horsemen!" Then he answered and said, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen! And all the carved images of her gods He has broken to the ground."  Oh, my threshing and the grain of my floor! That which I have heard from the Lord of hosts, The God of Israel, I have declared to you.  The burden against Dumah. He calls to me out of Seir, "Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?" The watchman said, "The morning comes, and also the night. If you will inquire, inquire; Return! Come back!"

Your ministers today are not prophets who receive direct revelation from You, O Lord, but those who proclaim Your word are stationed as watchmen on the wall, called to warn of danger and to proclaim the coming overthrow of all Your enemies (Ezek 3:11; 33:1-9; Rev.18).  Make them faithful watchmen, and make all of us as Your people faithful watchmen in our own calling and spheres of influence.  The wicked shall be destroyed, and all their works will amount to nothing.  All idols made in man’s own image will be shattered.  Let us faithfully warn men that to trust in idols is vain.  Great empires like Babylon and Rome and Israel, which exalt themselves over You and Your people shall fall.  Comfort Your people with these words (Rev.14:8).

MAY 21  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 22:19-22 -- So I will drive you out of your office, And from your position he will pull you down.  ' Then it shall be in that day, That I will call My servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah;  I will clothe him with your robe And strengthen him with your belt; I will commit your responsibility into his hand. He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem And to the house of Judah.  The key of the house of David I will lay on his shoulder; So he shall open, and no one shall shut; And he shall shut, and no one shall open.

Eliakim in his office of household steward points to the ultimate faithful servant and ruler in the Lord’s house, Jesus the Messiah, who has the keys of Death and Hades (Rev. 1:19; 3:7).  What confidence and strength it should give us to know that He opens and no one shuts; that He shuts and no one shall open.  He opens the way of salvation and prosperity for all His own.  No opportunity may be “prematurely” closed.  Your perfect knowledge takes into consideration every factor, O Lord.  As Your messengers proclaim Your word, O Christ, in Your name and in Your authority, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, use their voice and message to work Your sovereign will – to open and shut doors (Rev.3:8; I Cor.16:9).  Overthrow the message and work of all false stewards.  Drive them from office and establish the Man of Your right hand (Psa.80:17 ) and those under shepherds who are obedient to Him.   

MAY 22  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 23:8-9 -- Who has taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning city, Whose merchants are princes, Whose traders are the honorable of the earth?  The Lord of hosts has purposed it, To bring to dishonor the pride of all glory, To bring into contempt all the honorable of the earth.

What men call “bad luck” or “misfortune” is certainly Your governing providence, O Lord, and especially in this case Your judgment against sin.  Let us be very aware this day of Your divine sovereignty over all events.  When trials befall us, may we earnestly search our lives for sin that must be put away.  May we also be faithful in pointing others to Your sovereign rule and especially to Your judgment against sin. May all who seek to preach Your word be convicted that what must be proclaimed is Your word and Your word alone.  May Your people take great comfort and confidence in knowing that You have put down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of low degree.  You have filled the hungry with good things, and the rich You have sent away empty.  Your have shown strength with Your arm; You have scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts (Luke 1:51-53).

MAY 23  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 24:1, 4-6 --  Behold, the Lord makes the earth empty and makes it waste, Distorts its surface And scatters abroad its inhabitants....The earth mourns and fades away, The world languishes and fades away; The haughty people of the earth languish.  The earth is also defiled under its inhabitants, Because they have transgressed the laws, Changed the ordinance, Broken the everlasting covenant.  Therefore the curse has devoured the earth, And those who dwell in it are desolate. Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, And few men are left.

The historical situation portrayed here presents a graphic picture of the whole world under the curse of sin since the fall.  At particular points in history, sin manifests itself in particularly gross outward ways, and Your judgment falls in great calamities and upheavals.  Let us realize that we live in such a world, O Lord.  Let us faithfully pray for it, minister to it, witness to it, at the same time that we condemn its sin in Your name.  Let Your church in this hour faithfully recall this sinful world to Your covenant.

MAY 24  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 25:4, 8-9 --  For You have been a strength to the poor, A strength to the needy in his distress, A refuge from the storm, A shade from the heat; For the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall....The mirth of the tambourine ceases, The noise of the jubilant ends, The joy of the harp ceases. They shall not drink wine with a song; Strong drink is bitter to those who drink it.

In all the struggles and trials of life in this present evil world, You show Yourself to be a stronghold to the needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat.  Your people may run to You and be safe.  You have also promised to be a shelter in the future, when You will take away the reproach of Your people from all the earth.  In eternity as well, You will finally and completely save Your people.  Help us, O Lord, to keep our eyes upon You, rather than upon the unpleasant circumstances or people we must encounter.  Give us the right and true optimism of knowing Your ultimate victory.  We thank You that in Christ there is “a new creation,” a new heavens and earth in which righteousness dwells (II Cor.5:17; II Pet.3:13; Rev.21:1), and that in Him You have wiped away every tear from our eyes (Rev.21:4).

MAY 25  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 26:1-4 -- In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: "We have a strong city; God will appoint salvation for walls and bulwarks.  Open the gates, That the righteous nation which keeps the truth may enter in.  You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You.  Trust in the Lord forever, For in Yah, the Lord, is everlasting strength.

Be our Refuge and Strength today and every day, O Lord our God (Psa.46:1).  Teach us to trust in You rather than to put confidence in men, even wise, strong, prominent men (Psa.118:8-9; 146:3-4).  Let our trust in You not be a matter of the mind and lips only, but a practical reality in the everyday affairs of life.  As the walls around Jerusalem symbolized Your protection and presence and provision, so You have surrounded Your people in every generation with Your care.  You promised to be a wall of fire all around Zion and the glory in her midst (Zech.2:4-5).  May we “walk about Zion and go all around her,” and “Count her towers, mark well her bulwarks; consider her palaces;” that we may tell it to the generations following.  “For this is God, our God forever and ever.  He will be our guide, even to death” (Psa.48:12-14; 122:6-7; Isa.49:15-16; 56:5: 60:10-11,18).

MAY 26  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 27:2-4, 6 -- In that day sing to her, "A vineyard of red wine!  I, the Lord, keep it, I water it every moment; Lest any hurt it, I keep it night and day.  Fury is not in Me. Who would set briers and thorns Against Me in battle? I would go through them, I would burn them together....Those who come He shall cause to take root in Jacob; Israel shall blossom and bud, And fill the face of the world with fruit.

You told Abraham, Lord, that in him, in his seed, all the nations of the earth would be blessed (Gen.18:18).  As we see this principle more and more in Your word, the teaching that this history will culminate in the earth’s being filled with the knowledge of the Lord (Hab.2:14; Isa.11:9), give us faith and perseverance in the everyday, mundane, plodding work that we do.  Let us see it as part of Your great scheme of restoring all creation.  Give us faithfulness, determination, discipline, even today.  Teach us also how to truly relax and be refreshed, knowing that the success of Your world venture does not depend ultimately upon us, but upon Your sovereign power and plan.  Make Your church like a fruitful vineyard, O Lord, putting down roots deep in to the soil of Your word and the soil of our covenant relationship with You, and bearing fruit to Your glory (Isa.37:31; II Kings 19:30).

MAY 27  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 28:1, 5-6 -- Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, Whose glorious beauty is a fading flower Which is at the head of the verdant valleys, To those who are overcome with wine!...In that day the Lord of hosts will be For a crown of glory and a diadem of beauty To the remnant of His people,  For a spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment, And for strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate.

The earthly crown sometimes seems to sit on the head of the most unqualified of men.  But ultimately You wear the crown as the Ruler of heaven and earth, O Lord, and You Yourself are the crown of beauty and glory to Your true people.  You preserve a remnant in every generation.  Our only hope is that in the midst of justice and judgment You remember mercy (Hab.3:2); You show grace to Your chosen ones.  What a comfort that in Your devastation of the proud You condescend to those who are lowly and lift them up.  May Your remnant flourish and grow.  May Your people, particularly those of our own congregation, prosper and persevere.  Make us all to know that You are King over all kings and Lord over all Lords (Rev.17:14; 19:16; I Tim.6:15; Psa.103:19).

MAY 28  -  MORNING
Isaiah 28:15-16 -- Because you have said, "We have made a covenant with death, And with Sheol we are in agreement. When the overflowing scourge passes through, It will not come to us, For we have made lies our refuge, And under falsehood we have hidden ourselves." Therefore thus says the Lord God: "Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation, A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; Whoever believes will not act hastily.”

The people of our day also think that they have made a covenant with death, that it will not overtake them.  They conveniently deny the reality of hell and they have taken refuge in lies.  Enable us by Your grace and power to clearly and effectively set before men the only refuge from the coming scourge, the only foundation upon which a person may stand and live, that foundation which is laid, which is Christ Jesus (I Cor.3:11).  “That stone, which the builders rejected, has become the Chief Cornerstone.  This was the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.”  When we contemplate this great reality, may we also say, “This is the day which the Lord has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in it” (Psa.118:22-24).

MAY 28  -  EVENING
Isaiah 29:13-14 -- Therefore the LORD said: "Inasmuch as these people draw near with their mouths And honor Me with their lips, But have removed their hearts far from Me, And their fear toward Me is taught by the commandment of men,  Therefore, behold, I will again do a marvelous work Among this people, A marvelous work and a wonder; For the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, And the understanding of their prudent men shall be hidden."

O Lord, as we draw near to worship You, let us beware of drawing near with our lips and not our hearts.  By Your grace, may we avoid these great sins of formalism, boastful arrogance, and distrust, as we worship You ourselves, and as we have the occasion to lead Your people in worship.  If our worship of You and our walk with You are mechanical and rote, then we will be filled with pride and self-confidence rather than humble trust and God-confidence.  Revive our own souls, O Lord!  Let us come before You with expectancy, anticipation, and joy – in Spirit and in truth (John 4:24).  May our worship, even this day and this week, be true worship; may we come not only to receive, but also to give – to give that true worship to You which is Your due.  May our daily walk with You be humble and sincere.

MAY 29  -  MORNING
Isaiah 30:1-3 -- "Woe to the rebellious children," says the Lord, "Who take counsel, but not of Me, And who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, That they may add sin to sin;  Who walk to go down to Egypt, And have not asked My advice, To strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, And to trust in the shadow of Egypt!  Therefore the strength of Pharaoh Shall be your shame, And trust in the shadow of Egypt Shall be your humiliation.

It is far better to trust in You, O Lord, than to put confidence in man.  It is better to trust in the Lord that to put confidence in princes (Psa.118:8-9).  Just as Judah was tempted to put its hope in an alliance with Egypt, a stronger and more powerful nation, so we are tempted to trust in what seem to be powerful and secure institutions, individuals, and alliances.  Your church often seems weak and powerless in comparison with the wise and mighty and noble of the earth.  You have chosen those things which seem foolish, weak, and despised, to shame “the powers that be,” so that no flesh should glory in Your presence (I Cor.1:26-29).  Teach us to trust in You alone, O Lord!

MAY 29  -  EVENING
Isaiah 30:8-11 -- Now go, write it before them on a tablet, And note it on a scroll, That it may be for time to come, Forever and ever:  That this is a rebellious people, Lying children, Children who will not hear the law of the Lord;  Who say to the seers, "Do not see," And to the prophets, "Do not prophesy to us right things; Speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits. Get out of the way, Turn aside from the path, Cause the Holy One of Israel To cease from before us."

O Lord, we have encountered many who respond in this way to the proclamation of Your word, publicly and privately, and we know that we will meet many more in the course of our lives.  Most of them will not see the issue as a clear-cut rejection of Your truth – they will see it as a case of rejecting us, our approach, our ways, our peculiar ideas, every our personality.  Give us much grace to be prepared for such a response, and let us not take it personally, but understand it to be a rejection of You and Your truth (Ex.16:8; I Sam.8:7; Num.16:11).  Give us a burden for those who are self-deceived, spiritually blind.  And give us fruit for our labors – may many love and follow Your word.

MAY 30  -  MORNING
Isaiah 30:15-16 -- For thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: "In returning and rest you shall be saved; In quietness and confidence shall be your strength." But you would not,  And you said, "No, for we will flee on horses" -- Therefore you shall flee! And, "We will ride on swift horses" -- Therefore those who pursue you shall be swift!

How difficult it is for us to learn this lesson, O Lord!  It often seems necessary for us to “do something” or to rely on someone who can do something about the circumstances that overwhelm us, rather than turning to You in quiet trust and calm confidence.  We tend to rush around in a feverish activity, accomplishing nothing, or lapse into a cynical and hardened indifference, rather than calling upon You, resting in Your promise and in Your power.  We know that “waiting” upon You and trusting in You do not mean inactivity or laziness, but rather moving forward in Your strength.  Teach us that balance which is seen in Your dealing with Israel at the Red Sea, that we will “stand still and see the salvation of the Lord,” who will fight for us, and then to go forward in trust and obedience (Ex.14:13-15).

MAY 30  -  EVENING
Isaiah 30:18, 20-22 -- Therefore the Lord will wait, that He may be gracious to you; And therefore He will be exalted, that He may have mercy on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; Blessed are all those who wait for Him....And though the Lord gives you The bread of adversity and the water of affliction, Yet your teachers will not be moved into a corner anymore, But your eyes shall see your teachers.  Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, "This is the way, walk in it," Whenever you turn to the right hand Or whenever you turn to the left.  You will also defile the covering of your graven images of silver, And the ornament of your molded images of gold. You will throw them away as an unclean thing; You will say to them, "Get away!"

We are so often impatient, Lord, that we do not understand Your “waitings,” and even complain against them.  But You assure us here that You “wait” in order to be gracious.  Give us the grace to believe this truth and to act upon it.  Even when You give us the bread of adversity to eat and the water of affliction to drink, teach us to trust and to wait with patience and to devote ourselves to Your word, to hear it, meditate upon it, hide it in our heart that we might not sin against You (Psa.119:11), and obey all Your commandments.

MAY 31  -  MORNING
Isaiah 31:1 -- Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, And rely on horses, Who trust in chariots because they are many, And in horsemen because they are very strong, But who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, Nor seek the Lord!

Turn our nation from its trust in military might and prosperity to trust in You, O Lord.  Let us be strong and prepared militarily, but let that not be our confidence.  Keep Your church, O God, from dependence upon wealth, programs, buildings, and prominent people.  May its reliance be on You alone.  Turn our own eyes to You for every need.  We are so prone to want to have all the bases covered and then trust in You.  Remove every prop from us, if necessary, so that we will depend wholly upon You.  Let heads of households set an example of this kind of trust before our families, our congregation, employers, fellow employees, and all with whom we have any influence.  There are “Egypts” of the flesh all around us that call us to put our confidence in them, and our own hearts are so inclined to be impressed with worldly wealth, wisdom, and power.  Teach us to “consult” with You day by day and hour by hour (Josh.9:14), to “pray without ceasing” (I Thess.5:17), and to know, believe, and obey Your word.

MAY 31  -  EVENING
Isaiah 32:1-2 -- Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, And princes will rule with justice.  A man will be as a hiding place from the wind, And a cover from the tempest, As rivers of water in a dry place, As the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.

Ultimately all prophets, priests, and kings point to Your Son, O Lord, Who fulfills all these offices perfectly.  Every good ruler faintly foreshadows His gracious Kingly rule.  Every wicked ruler demonstrates the inadequacy and failure of the sinful symbol to portray the fullness of the reality.  Christ is King over all kings and Lord over all lords (Rev.19:16; 17:14; I Tim.6:15).  He alone is the great Hiding Place, the Refuge, the Provider of rest and sustenance.  May Your church bow before Him and acknowledge Him as our only King and Lawgiver.  May our society and nation also realize that His rule is our only hope.  Give us rulers in church and state who acknowledge His rule over them and His choice of them to govern under Him.  May the rule of men in our own day become a more faithful reflection of Christ’s godly rule and point us to Him.

JUNE 1  -  MORNING
Isaiah 33:1-2  --Woe to you who plunder, though you have not been plundered; And you who deal treacherously, though they have not dealt treacherously with you! When you cease plundering, You will be plundered; When you make an end of dealing treacherously, They will deal treacherously with you.  O Lord, be gracious to us; We have waited for You. Be their arm every morning, Our salvation also in the time of trouble.

You are not mocked, O Lord.  Whatever a person or a nation sows, that shall he also reap.  Those who sow to the flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but those who sow to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.  Let us not grow weary in well-doing, but trust in You and faithfully sow and labor and resist evil, knowing that in due season (not necessarily immediately) we shall reap, if we do not lose heart (Gal.6:7-9).  Like Isaiah, may we faithfully proclaim that those who deal treacherously shall be brought low and destroyed – those who profess Your name as well as those who do not even know Your name and oppress Your church.  Turn Your professing church to call upon You, seek Your face, and submit to You, not only in times of trouble, but at all times.

JUNE 1  -  EVENING
Isaiah 33:5-6 -- The Lord is exalted, for He dwells on high; He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness.  Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times, And the strength of salvation; The fear of the Lord is His treasure.

You are all things to Your chosen people, O Lord; You are all that they need, all that they desire.  If we would only turn to You in complete dependence, we would find our every real need met in abundance.  “The love of Jesus what it is, none but His loved ones know.”  Yet how little we really communicate with You.  Forgive us that our knowledge of You is so often on an intellectual plane only.  Give us true, intimate, experimental knowledge of You that will transform all our thinking and all our living.  Exalt Yourself among Your people, O Lord!  Rule over us – rule over our family and each one of us individually.  Cause us to see the justice, righteousness, stability and security that come from Your hand and through our submission to You.  May the true fear of You be our treasure, that we may acknowledge You in all our ways, and that You may direct our paths (Prov.3:5-6).  Prevent us from leaning upon our own understanding.

JUNE 2  -  MORNING
Isaiah 33:14-17 -- The sinners in Zion are afraid; Fearfulness has seized the hypocrites: "Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?"  He who walks righteously and speaks uprightly, He who despises the gain of oppressions, Who gestures with his hands, refusing bribes, Who stops his ears from hearing of bloodshed, And shuts his eyes from seeing evil:  He will dwell on high; His place of defense will be the fortress of rocks; Bread will be given him, His water will be sure.  Your eyes will see the King in His beauty; They will see the land that is very far off.

You are a consuming fire, O Lord! (Heb.12:29).  Who can endure the day of Your coming?  And who can stand when You appear? For You are like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap (Mal.3:2).  Who may ascend the hill of the Lord, and who may stand in Your holy place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart (Psa.24:3-4).  “Who may abide in Your tabernacle?  Who may dwell in Your holy hill?  He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart” (Psa.15:1-2).  Give us a sense of Your great holiness and the responsibility it places upon us as we claim Your name and covenant.  May we have the closest fellowship with You and behold You in Your beauty.

JUNE 2  -  EVENING
Isaiah 34:4, 8-10 -- All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, And the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll; All their host shall fall down As the leaf falls from the vine, And as fruit falling from a fig tree....For it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, The year of recompense for the cause of Zion.  Its streams shall be turned into pitch, And its dust into brimstone; Its land shall become burning pitch.  It shall not be quenched night or day; Its smoke shall ascend forever. From generation to generation it shall lie waste; No one shall pass through it forever and ever.

This temporal earthly judgment which Your prophet Isaiah spoke against Edom was a foreshadowing of the fall of Jerusalem and the old covenant, and a foreshadowing of last great judgment against the whole world which is in rebellion against You, O God.  Let us see every earthly judgment this way.  This language is very similar to the language that the New Testament writers use to describe the destruction of Jerusalem and the last judgment.  Enable us to faithfully interpret Scripture with Scripture and use such passages that were given in a particular historical context to speak to men of every age.  Etch upon our minds, and the minds of the people of our day, the awful picture of streams turned to pitch.

JUNE 3  -  MORNING
Isaiah 35:1-2, 5-6, 10 -- The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, And the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose;  It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, Even with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, The excellence of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, The excellency of our God....Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.  Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing. For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert....And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, And come to Zion with singing, With everlasting joy on their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness, And sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The great joy expressed here in connection with Judah’s return from Babylonian captivity foreshadows the joy of the new covenant ushered in by Christ’s incarnation and the joy brought by the spread of His reign over all the world.  May such joy characterize our own lives and ministries, O Lord.  Forgive the sin of gloom and dejection and give us such expectation that it will fill our heart and message with joy – not an expectation in ourselves or in others, but an expectation in You and in the fulfillment of Your promises.

JUNE 3  -  EVENING
Isaiah 35:3-4 -- Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the feeble knees.  Say to those who are fearful-hearted, "Be strong, do not fear! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, With the recompense of God; He will come and save you."
We are men of weak hands and feeble knees, O Lord, and men of fearful hearts.  Let us hear these words of consolation and encouragement for the needs of today.  Let Your ministers convey this message to Your people with force and clarity.  Let them, and all of us, say with conviction, not only on the sure basis of Your word, but also because of our own experience of the reality which Your word proclaims, “Be strong, fear not, behold Your God will come…”  May we strengthen the hands which hand down, and the feeble knees,” and make straight paths for our feet and the feet of others, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed, and “Pursue peace with all men, and that holiness without which no man shall see the Lord” (Heb.12:12-14).  In the most discouraging and seemingly hopeless circumstances, You come and save Your people, O Lord!  Teach us to call upon You and trust in You.

JUNE 4  -  MORNING
Isaiah 36:4-7, 18 -- "What confidence is this in which you trust?  I say you speak of having plans and power for war; but they are mere words. Now in whom do you trust, that you rebel against me?  Look! You are trusting in the staff of this broken reed, Egypt, on which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who trust in him.  But if you say to me, 'We trust in the Lord our God,' is it not He whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away, and said to Judah and Jerusalem, 'You shall worship before this altar'?…Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, "The LORD will deliver us." Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered its land from the hand of the king of Assyria?’ ”

“Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain?  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against His anointed…” (Psa. 2:1-2).  How foolish men exalt themselves against You and Your purposes, O Lord, in the days of Hezekiah, in every age, and they still do today.  “Arise, O Lord!  Let not man prevail; let the nations be judged before You!  Put them in fear, O Lord!  Let the nations know that they are but men!” (Psa.9:19-20).  “O where are kings and empires now, of old that went and came?  But Lord, Thy church is praying yet, a thousand years the same.”  Give us confidence in Your great power and wisdom.  Keep us from despondency and distrust.  Give us boldness and decisiveness in Your cause!

JUNE 4  EVENING
Isaiah 37:14-16 -- And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. Then Hezekiah prayed to the Lord, saying:  "O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, the One who dwells between the cherubim, You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth....Now therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the Lord, You alone."

In times of distress may our first inclination be to pray.  But may we also be a people of prayer, not only in times of trouble, but continually throughout each day of our lives.  May we spread before You all our problems, difficulties, and enemies, and our own sins.  May we trust in You, the God Who made heaven and earth and who rules all the kingdoms of the world.  Teach us to pray Biblically.  May the prayers recorded in Your word so etch themselves upon our consciousness and subconsciousness that our public and private prayers will be saturated with Biblical truth and expression.  Fill us with awe in the knowledge of Your sovereignty, and may our prayers exalt You as the God who is enthroned above the cherubim.  May we serve You with child-like trust today.

JUNE 5  -  MORNING
Isaiah 38:1, 3-5 -- In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, "Thus says the Lord: 'Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.' " “... Remember now, O Lord, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth and with a loyal heart, and have done what is good in Your sight." And Hezekiah wept bitterly.  And the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying,  "Go and tell Hezekiah, 'Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father: "I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will add to your days fifteen years.”’

Even good and faithful men become sick and suffer affliction.  Remind us of this fact when we undergo trial, O Lord.  Keep us from bitterness.  Use the difficulties of our lives to correct that which is lacking or rebellious in us.  “For the Lord disciplines him whom He loves, and chastises every son whom He receives” (Heb.12:6).  Send us faithful friends and counselors when it is necessary to set our house in order.  Let us keep short accounts with You, O God.  Let us keep our house in order.  Let us not ask for things which are contrary to Your revealed will, lest You chasten us by giving what we ask, lest You give us what we ask but send leanness of soul (Psa.106:15).  Remind us that Manasseh was born during Hezekiah’s extension of life.

JUNE 5  -  EVENING
Isaiah 39:1-2, 6 -- At that time Merodach-Baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered.  And Hezekiah was pleased with them, and showed them the house of his treasures -- the silver and gold, the spices and precious ointment, and all his armory -- all that was found among his treasures. There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show them....'Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and what your fathers have accumulated until this day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left,' says the Lord.

How prone we are to pride, O Lord – so desirous of being admired and respected by the world with all its perverted values.  We are as susceptible to this temptation as Hezekiah was.  Our pride extends not only to wanting to impress the world, but want to impress Your people, and our own colleagues – with our learning, piety, intelligence, eloquence, results, and orthodoxy.  Humble us before You and before men, even today.  Let us be concerned only with impressing You and doing Your will.

JUNE 6  -  MORNING
Isaiah 40:1-2, 10-11 -- "Comfort, yes, comfort My people!" Says your God.  Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, That her warfare is ended, That her iniquity is pardoned; For she has received from the Lord's hand Double for all her sins."...Behold, the Lord God shall come with a strong hand, And His arm shall rule for Him; Behold, His reward is with Him, And His work before Him.  He will feed His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs with His arm, And carry them in His bosom, And gently lead those who are with young.

What a delight and refreshment to hear the comfort of Your word to Your people, O Lord.  Your word thunders against sin and gives warning and judgment.  But at the same time it also speaks peace to those who are Your true people, who are of a humble and contrite spirit (Isa.57:15).  Let us hear clearly the comforts as well as the condemnations, that we might not be discouraged and burdened with our sins.  May our lives be characterized by a rejoicing in Your salvation.  As Your word is preached and Your sacraments are administered, may Your messengers in the truest and best sense comfort Your people by proclaiming Your gospel, by setting forth Your grace and mercy in Christ.  May they say to those who know You that their iniquity is pardoned.  May your people take with all seriousness the “assurance of pardon” in the worship service, and in our daily lives.  As Your messengers speak of Your forgiveness, may they continually see themselves as those who are forgiven, those deserving Your wrath and curse, yet those who are freely and fully pardoned.

JUNE 6  EVENING
Isaiah 40:3-5 -- The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in the desert A highway for our God.  Every valley shall be exalted And every mountain and hill brought low; The crooked places shall be made straight And the rough places smooth;  The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together; For the mouth of the Lord has spoken."

Your glory was fully revealed when the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, O Lord (John 1:14).  When Christ Your Son was transfigured before His apostles, “His face shone like the sun, and His clothing became as white as the light” (Matt.17:2).  And John the baptizer prepared the way for His coming, like a voice crying in the wilderness (Matt.3:1-4).  May Your messengers today also proclaim that He has come and point to His glory.  May they be satisfied to decrease that Christ may increase (John 3:30), to become as invisible so that men might “see through” them to Christ.  And may what is true of Your authorized spokesmen be true of all Your people. Call Your church to faithfully level the ground and build the highway so that Christ’s dominion may progress, His kingdom come and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matt.6:10).  May this be our earnest desire and prayer today. 

JUNE 7  -  MORNING
Isaiah 40:6-8 -- The voice said, "Cry out!" And he said, "What shall I cry?" "All flesh is grass, And all its loveliness is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, Because the breath of the Lord blows upon it; Surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever."

Set before us daily our own transience and frailty, O Lord, and enable us to set before others the fact that they too are like a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes (James 4:14).  “As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field.  For the wind passes over it, and it is gone;  and its place knows it no more” (Psa.103:15-16).  “Lord, make me to know my end, and what is the measure of my days, that I may know how frail I am” (Psa.39:4).  Teach us to live in the light of eternity.  When we plan, may we say, “If the Lord will, we shall live and do this or that” (James 4:15).  Take away any arrogant boasting or foolish pride in us.  Let us not boast about tomorrow, for we do not know what a day may bring forth (Prov.27:1).  You are the only abiding reality, O Lord!  Keep this truth before us today.

JUNE 7  -  EVENING
Isaiah 40:27-31 -- Why do you say, O Jacob, And speak, O Israel: "My way is hidden from the Lord, And my just claim is passed over by my God"?  Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, The Creator of the ends of the earth, Neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable.  He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall,  But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.

How often we feel that our own way is hid from You, O Lord, and that You have disregarded our “rights” and not shown us justice.  Open our eyes to see that the Judge of all the earth shall surely do what is right (Gen.18:25).  Though we cannot see it, You are working all things together for our good (Rom.8:28).  You Yourself never faint or grow weary.  Make us persevere in this knowledge.  Let us not grow weary in well doing, knowing that we shall reap in due season if we do not faint (Gal.6:9).  Teach us to wait upon You, that our strength may be renewed.  Teach us to run and not be weary, but especially to walk on and on, day after day, and not faint.
JUNE 8  -  MORNING
Isaiah 41:8-10 -- " But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, The descendants of Abraham My friend.  You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, And called from its farthest regions, And said to you, 'You are My servant, I have chosen you and have not cast you away:  Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.'

We lay hold of this promise for today, O Lord, and claim it as our own.  We have no strength, no power, no ability, no authority of our own.    We rest wholly upon You and cry out to You to give what we need, what we lack.  We especially ask You to strengthen the pastors of Your church; help them, uphold them with Your victorious right hand – physically, mentally, and most of all spiritually, as they lead Your people in worship, as they preach Your word, as they administer the sacraments, as they counsel and witness.  Give all Your people an awareness of their utter weakness and of the strength promised to those who trust in You and submit to Your rule.  O Lord, we are Your servants.  Make us humble, dependent, obedient, useful.  What amazing promises and power are available to frail, sinful men!  How amazing that You use what is foolish, weak, and despised in the world’s estimation (I Cor. 1:26-29).  

JUNE 8  EVENING
Isaiah 41:11-13 -- "Behold, all those who were incensed against you Shall be ashamed and disgraced; They shall be as nothing, And those who strive with you shall perish.  You shall seek them and not find them -- Those who contended with you. Those who war against you Shall be as nothing, As a nonexistent thing.  For I, the Lord your God, will hold your right hand, Saying to you, 'Fear not, I will help you.'

We ask for this promise to be fulfilled, O Lord, not merely for our own personal vindication, but for the upholding of Your truth, for Your own glory, and for the good of Your church.  We pray that You will stop the mouths of those who criticize unjustly, for the sake of criticism, and without concern for the authority of Scripture and Your glory.  May they utterly fall and see the foolishness of their way.  May they be converted or removed from railing.  We know, O Lord, that we have not suffered much real persecution.  We know that if we were more faithful to You and Your commands, many would be “incensed against us.”  Prepare us for whatever opposition may come, and teach us to live faithfully and pray correctly in the face of such opposition.  Let us hear You say, “Fear not!”

JUNE 9  -  MORNING
Isaiah 41:17-18 -- " The poor and needy seek water, but there is none, Their tongues fail for thirst. I, the Lord, will hear them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them.  I will open rivers in desolate heights, And fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of water, And the dry land springs of water.

We are poor and needy, O Lord, thirsty and with many needs unsatisfied.  Meet all our needs as You have promised to do.  Our comfort is in Your word, in Your promise never to leave us or forsake us (Heb.13:5).  May we live this day in the light of the reality of Your presence and strength.  You will never abandon Your true people to their enemies or even to their own sinful hearts.  And You have promised that You will not abandon the world which You have made, but You will open rivers on the bare heights and fountains in the midst of the valleys.  May we see such fruitfulness in our own day.  Overthrow all that is in opposition to Your law.  “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds...” (II Cor. 10:4).  We see in these great prophesies of Isaiah, the coming of the Messiah and the new covenant.  Cause us to rejoice today that Christ has come, and died, and is risen from the dead.

JUNE 9  -  EVENING
Isaiah 42:1-4 -- "Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.  He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street.  A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth.  He will not fail nor be discouraged, Till He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands shall wait for His law."

O Lord, we are bruised reeds and dimly burning wicks.  Deal gently and graciously with us – do not break or extinguish us as we deserve, as You could justly do.  Heal and strengthen these bruised reeds, and fan to flame these dimly burning wicks!  What a privilege it is, to be in the hands of such a Messiah, Redeemer, and  Savior, and under His care.  Let us glory this day in the fact that You will not only faithfully bring forth justice for the whole earth, but that You will also bring forth justice in our own case.  Let us take comfort and rejoice in Your tender concern.  Let us faithfully proclaim to others the blessing of residing in the shelter of Your wings and call upon others to trust in You.  May Your church in our own day exalt Christ as our Messiah and as the King and Savior of the earth.

JUNE 10  -  MORNING
Isaiah 42:6-10 -- "I, the Lord, have called You in righteousness, And will hold Your hand; I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the Gentiles,  To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the prison, Those who sit in darkness from the prison house.  I am the Lord, that is My name; And My glory I will not give to another, Nor My praise to carved images.  Behold, the former things have come to pass, And new things I declare; Before they spring forth I tell you of them."  Sing to the Lord a new song, And His praise from the ends of the earth, You who go down to the sea, and all that is in it, You coastlands and you inhabitants of them!

May Your church in this day – the whole church, our denomination and congregation. and may we as individuals – see the commission You have given us, the creation mandate to subdue the earth and have dominion over it, and the great commission to disciple the nations, to bring light in darkness (Gen.1:26-28; Matt.28:18-20).   Keep us from a truncated view of our task.  Let us see it as nothing less than proclamation in word and deed of the whole counsel of God, to the whole person, throughout the whole world (Acts 20:27).  Cause Your church to sing joyfully before the whole world the new song of the new covenant.

JUNE 10  -  EVENING
Isaiah 43:1-3 -- But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame scorch you.  For I am the Lord your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior...”

What an assurance, that You will never leave us or forsake us, no matter what circumstances arise (Heb.13:5).  Our trials are not that great, O Lord, when we compare ourselves with what many have suffered; yet it sometimes seems as if we are passing through river and flame.  Prepare us, O God, for whatever trials may lie ahead for us in Your wise plan, and let us thrive under them spiritually by resting upon You and calling upon You for strength.  May we faithfully witness to Your people and to the world by the way we bear trial.  When Israel was taken captive to Babylon, it seemed that all her hope was lost.  But You brought Israel through river and flame to return to the land of promise, where her Messiah would be born.

JUNE 11  -  MORNING
Isaiah 43:9-11 -- Let all the nations be gathered together, And let the people be assembled. Who among them can declare this, And show us former things? Let them bring out their witnesses, that they may be justified; Or let them hear and say, "It is truth."  "You are My witnesses," says the Lord, "And My servant whom I have chosen, That you may know and believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, Nor shall there be after Me.  I, even I, am the Lord, And besides Me there is no savior.”

Jesus Christ Your Son, the Servant of the Lord, is the true and faithful Witness (Rev.3:14).  He has declared all that the Father has given Him to reveal (John 5:19,30; 12:49-50).  May Your people, redeemed by His blood, be faithful witnesses to all Your saving acts and declare them to the ends of the earth.  Let us by word and deed testify before the world, with its worthless gods.  Christ told His apostles that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit had come upon them, and that they would be witnesses to Him in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8).  We are not eyewitnesses in the first-hand sense, as they were, but You have called us to proclaim the completed, sufficient Scriptures.  Give us power from on high for this task, O Lord!

JUNE 11  -  EVENING
Isaiah 43:19, 22, 24 – “Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness And rivers in the desert....But you have not called upon Me, O Jacob; And you have been weary of Me, O Israel....You have bought Me no sweet cane with money, Nor have you satisfied Me with the fat of your sacrifices; But you have burdened Me with your sins, You have wearied Me with your iniquities.”

We earnestly pray that we and all Your people may not be weary of You as we come before You in worship, O God, that our worship may not weary You.  Prepare those who will lead us in worship, even this Lord’s Day.  Cleanse them, and cleanse Your people from sin.  Give Your people a sense of expectancy and joy as we assemble in the name of Christ to praise You.  You did a new thing in raising up Your captive people and restoring them to their land.  And in that land You made a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  You put Your law in their minds and wrote it upon their hearts (Jer.31:31-33).  May this glorious new covenant so enthrall Your people that they will respond to You in truth with zeal, love, humility, and holiness.

JUNE 12  -  MORNING
Isaiah 44:14-17 -- He cuts down cedars for himself, And takes the cypress and the oak; He secures it for himself among the trees of the forest. He plants a pine, and the rain nourishes it.  Then it shall be for a man to burn, For he will take some of it and warm himself; Yes, he kindles it and bakes bread; Indeed he makes a god and worships it; He makes it a carved image, and falls down to it.  He burns half of it in the fire...And the rest of it he makes into a god, His carved image. He falls down before it and worships it, Prays to it and says, "Deliver me, for you are my god!"

How foolish idolatry seems at a distance to sophisticated modern man – and yet how prone he is to devise and worship gods of his own making!  How subtle idolatry is.  Most men around us are not carving gods from trees and falling down before them in prayer.  Yet they are giving themselves in worship and service to materialism, to sensual pleasure, to recreation and leisure, to possessions and money.  And how tempted we ourselves are to have other gods before You (Ex.20:3).  Give us such single hearted devotion to You that we will recognize rival gods for what they are and utterly and radically cast them aside.

JUNE 12  -  EVENING
Isaiah 45:1, 4-7 -- "Thus says the Lord to His anointed, To Cyrus, whose right hand I have held -- To subdue nations before him And loose the armor of kings, To open before him the double doors, So that the gates will not be shut... ‘For Jacob My servant's sake, And Israel My elect, I have even called you by your name; I have named you, though you have not known Me.  I am the Lord, and there is no other; There is no God besides Me. I will gird you, though you have not known Me, That they may know from the rising of the sun to its setting That there is none besides Me. I am the Lord, and there is no other;  I form the light and create darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, the Lord, do all these things.'

What a comfort, to serve a God who calls the pagan Cyrus His “anointed,” His “servant,” His “shepherd!”  The ragings of the most powerful men and nations do not frustrate Your plans, O God.  May this all-pervasive understanding of life under gird our thinking and acting – that there is no other god beside You, that no idol invented by man can in any way compare with You.  They are in an altogether different category.  May we hold before us continually the fact that You are Sovereign Lord of heaven and earth.  May we rest content even this day in the fact that You are in complete control of all things.  May it be obvious to all that we live daily in the light of Your presence.  May we call upon others to turn to You alone for salvation.  Especially when we face trials and difficulties, as the Israelites did in facing captivity, may we recognize Your sovereign hand.

JUNE 13  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 45:22-23 -- "Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.  I have sworn by Myself; The word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, And shall not return, That to Me every knee shall bow, Every tongue shall take an oath.”

May Your messengers today faithfully echo this cry in Your name and in Your authority, O Lord.  Let Your church call men and nations to turn to You and be saved.  “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil.2:10-11).  “For neither is there salvation in any other; for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  The same God who saved Israel from its captivity and brought it back into its own land is the God who gave the Messiah in that land and the same God who saves men through Him today.  The message has gone forth from Zion and it must be sounded forth in every era (Isa. 2:1-4).   Give boldness and authority and power as Your servants call all men to bow before You, O Lord, and as they call men to acknowledge You as the only Savior and King.

JUNE 14  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 46:8-10 -- " Remember this, and show yourselves men; Recall to mind, O you transgressors.  Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me,  Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, 'My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure...’ ”

This section of Isaiah is permeated with Your great sovereign power and authority, O Lord, Your exclusive existence and majesty.  Our great comfort is that You are not only omniscient, but that You are also omnipotent.  You not only know the future and all possible contingencies, but You also have the power to do Your holy will.  Our salvation and the salvation of all Your people depends on this fact.  Your omnipotence is also our hope and stay in time of trial.  You have said, “Listen to me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, who have been carried from the womb: even to Your old age, I am He, and even to gray hairs I will carry you!” (vv.3-4).  We are being kept by the power of God through faith for salvation, which was revealed in the “last time” (I Pet.1:5).

JUNE 15  -  MORNING
Isaiah 47:10-11 -- "For you have trusted in your wickedness; You have said, 'No one sees me'; Your wisdom and your knowledge have warped you; And you have said in your heart, 'I am, and there is no one else besides me.'  Therefore evil shall come upon you; You shall not know from where it arises. And trouble shall fall upon you; You will not be able to put it off. And desolation shall come upon you suddenly, Which you shall not know.”

These words spell doom, O Lord, not only for the queen of Babylon, but for every wicked person who exalts himself above You.  Let us be delivered from the terrible, blind sin of pride, of following our own wisdom and knowledge, which can only lead us astray.  Deliver us from smug complacency in our sin, which says, “No one sees me.”  Show us the disastrous consequences of sin for our own lives, the life of our family, and the life of Your church.  Let us be faithful in proclaiming the disaster of pride as well as in inviting men to salvation in the shelter of Your wing.  Let us live today as those redeemed from sin and self.  O Lord, You alone know when we sit down and when we rise up.  Your discern our thoughts from afar (Psa.139:2).  

JUNE 15  -  EVENING
Isaiah 48:9-11 -- "For My name's sake I will defer My anger, And for My praise I will restrain it from you, So that I do not cut you off.  Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction.  For My own sake, for My own sake, I will do it; For how should My name be profaned? And I will not give My glory to another.”

You have tried us, O Lord, in the furnace of affliction.  You have done it, and will do it, not only for our own good, but first and primarily for Your own glory, for Your name’s sake.  Let this also be our own primary concern, the vindication of Your name and cause, the furtherance of Your kingdom.  May our motive be that You receive honor and glory through our afflictions.  Let us come forth as gold and silver (Job 23:10).  Use affliction to burn up the dross from our lives.  Teach us those lessons You would have us learn.  Remind us continually that “the Lord disciplines him whom He loves, and chastises every son whom He receives” (Heb.12:6).  “The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, but the Lord tests the hearts” (Prov.17:3).  See also, Prov.27:21; Psa.66:10; Jer.9:7; 11:4; Mal.3:3; Deut.4:20; I Kings 8:51).

JUNE 16  -  MORNING
Isaiah 49:3, 6 -- "And He said to me, 'You are My servant, O Israel, In whom I will be glorified.'...Indeed He says, 'It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.' "

Hold before Your church continually, O Lord, the high calling You have given us as a light to the nations.  Your old covenant church Israel failed so miserably in this great calling.  And how preoccupied Your church today seems to be with our own internal affairs, “by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed.”  Raise our sights to see that “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who live therein” (Psa.24:1).  Give us a vision for disciplining  the nations, for filling the earth and subduing it as prophets, priests, and kings in the name of our God and for His glory (Matt.28:19; Gen.1:28).  Christ has said to His people, “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hid” (Matt.5:14).  Cause Your church to shine in this dark age in such a way that men may see our good works and glorify our Father Who is in heaven (Matt.5:16).  May all the nations of the earth be blessed by Abraham’s seed (Gen.12:2; 18:18).  Make Your church today a faithful servant through whom You will be glorified, a church whose great longing is be an instrument to do Your will.

JUNE 16  -  EVENING
Isaiah 49:14-16 -- But Zion said, "The Lord has forsaken me, And my Lord has forgotten me."  "Can a woman forget her nursing child, And not have compassion on the son of her womb? Surely they may forget, Yet I will not forget you.  See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are continually before Me.”

This is our great comfort in sickness, affliction, life, and death, that we are in Your hands, O Lord, however little we may be aware it of, appreciate it, dwell on it.  When we sleep, we are safe in Your keeping (Psa.4:8; 121:4).  Forgive us that we so often, like Israel, take our eyes off the great commission You have given us to be a light to the nations and become preoccupied with our own petty problems.  How ungrateful of us to complain as if You have forgotten us!  Set before us today and each day Your great faithfulness and compassion (Lam.3:22-23).  Truly You have graven us on the palms of Your hands.  When even our father and mother may forsake us, then the Lord will take care of us (Psa.27:10).  Make us more and more aware of how great Your protection and provision are, O Lord!  Keep us from thinking, “My way is hid from the Lord” (Isa.40:27).

JUNE 17  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 49:22-23 -- Thus says the Lord God: "Behold, I will lift My hand in an oath to the nations, And set up My standard for the peoples; They shall bring your sons in their arms, And your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders;  Kings shall be your foster fathers, And their queens your nursing mothers; They shall bow down to you with their faces to the earth, And lick up the dust of your feet. Then you will know that I am the Lord, For they shall not be ashamed who wait for Me."

Such a thorough-going victory seems so far beyond the grasp of Your people, O Lord, especially at times of great physical of spiritual weakness.  Give eyes of faith to see and believe the truth that even those who most oppose and misunderstand, who are most bitter toward Your truth, will someday have their eyes opened (Rev.3:9).  It must have been difficult for the people of Judah, languishing in captivity in Babylon, to believe that such great things were to happen, that they would be restored as a nation and that they would become a blessing to the whole world (Gen.18:18).  Cause Your people today to trust Your promises and obey Your commands.  Our great hope is in the Lord our God, who cannot lie, and the covenant oath which You Yourself have sworn (Heb.6:16-20).

JUNE 18  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 50:4-6 -- " The Lord God has given Me The tongue of the learned, That I should know how to speak A word in season to him who is weary. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear To hear as the learned.  The Lord God has opened My ear; And I was not rebellious, Nor did I turn away.  I gave My back to those who struck Me, And My cheeks to those who plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from shame and spitting.”

This Servant of the Lord Who speaks with such great wisdom, Who was obedient and not rebellious, Who was willing to be ridiculed and persecuted for righteousness’ sake (Matt.5:10-12), can ultimately be no other than the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Israel and the prophet Isaiah were only a faint foreshadowing of Him in His humility and humiliation and meekness.  Let us faithfully follow in His footsteps, O Lord, and become obedient servants to You and to Your people.  May our ears be awakened to His call morning by morning, day by day.  May we learn from Him who was meek and lowly of heart, and thereby find rest for our souls (Matt. 11:29).  Give us the tongue of those who are taught, that we might sustain with a word him who is weary.  May we also receive and accept criticism and persecution according to Christ’s example.

JUNE 19  -  MORNING
Isaiah 51:1-2 -- "Listen to Me, you who follow after righteousness, You who seek the Lord: Look to the rock from which you were hewn, And to the hole of the pit from which you were dug.  Look to Abraham your father, And to Sarah who bore you; For I called him alone, And blessed him and increased him."

Bring us to recall our spiritual heritage, O Lord, and to remember that by faith in Your Son Jesus Christ we are children of Abraham and stand in the line of Isaac and Jacob.  Let us treasure the history of Your redemption and always see our place in that great heritage.  It is so easy for us in our day to conceitedly think of ourselves as the first of some new generation; and it is then that we let slip all assurance, confidence, and boldness.  Give us the faith of Abraham today and the boldness to launch forth in obedience as he did (Gen.15:6; Rom.4:3,9,22; Gal.3:6).  For those who are of the faith of Abraham are children of Abraham, who is the father of us all, who believed in God Who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did (Rom.4:16-17; Heb.11:17-19).  “And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise” (Gal.3:29).

JUNE 19  -  EVENING
Isaiah 51:10-11 -- Are You not the One who dried up the sea, The waters of the great deep; That made the depths of the sea a road For the redeemed to cross over?  So the ransomed of the Lord shall return, And come to Zion with singing, With everlasting joy on their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness; Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

What was true of those delivered from bondage in Egypt, and those delivered from captivity in Babylon and restored to their native land, is true of all those ransomed by Christ Your Son and given an everlasting heritage in Him.  May our own lives and ministries be characterized by joy and singing.  How often sorrow and sighing have squeezed out joy and gladness.  May Your salvation be ever before us and cause us to rejoice in the Lord always (Phil.4:4).  As we reflect today upon Your redeeming our spiritual fathers from Egypt and Babylon, give us gratitude for the heritage that is ours and fill us with love for You and rejoicing in Your salvation.  Even as Moses said to Hobab the son of Ruel his father-in-law, may we as pilgrims say to the men of our day, “We are setting out for the place of which the Lord said, ‘I will give it to you;’ come with us, and we will do you good; for the Lord has promised good things to Israel” (Num.10:29).

JUNE 20  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 52:7, 11 -- How beautiful upon the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who proclaims peace, Who brings glad tidings of good things, Who proclaims salvation, Who says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"...Depart! Depart! Go out from there, Touch no unclean thing; Go out from the midst of her, Be clean, You who bear the vessels of the Lord.

May your messengers today faithfully proclaim the good news of Your reign, O Lord, and may Your people hear it gladly.  Give to Your church watchmen on the city wall who bring news of captives returning as well as warnings of judgment upon sin.  They will not be effective proclaimers of Your gospel unless by Your grace they purify themselves and are holy and clean vessels.  Give them, and all Your people, the desire and power to follow the servant of the Lord, Jesus Christ, who proclaimed the good news and walked wholly in Your statutes (Isa.61:1-4).  And may Your church see itself as a holy nation, a royal priesthood, a people of Your own possession, that we may show forth the praises of the One who called us from darkness into Your marvelous light (I Pet.1:4).  Purify Your church, O Lord; give it the desire and power to purify itself – from heresy, immorality, indifference, and all that would corrupt.  And give Your church a burning zeal to proclaim throughout the world the message of release from captivity.

JUNE 21  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 53:4-7 -- Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted.  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.

Set before us today, and every day, Christ as our substitute.  Let us comprehend more and more fully the meaning of the fact that Christ lived for us and died for us – His doing and His dying, His active and passive obedience.  May our lives be lived in the reality of His great love, as a response to what He has done for us.  Let us wonder at His passive submission.  Let such a mind be in us as Your servants, O Lord, to suffer whatever You may bring upon us, in an attitude of meekness and submission.  Forgive us for crying out at the least little hurt and feeling sorry for ourselves, when our Savior was willing to suffer to the utmost for us.  May others see in us an example of meekness and poverty of spirit – a faint glimmer, at least, of that of Christ.

JUNE 22  -  MORNING
Isaiah 54:1-3 -- "Sing, O barren, You who have not borne! Break forth into singing, and cry aloud, You who have not labored with child! For more are the children of the desolate Than the children of the married woman," says the Lord.  "Enlarge the place of your tent, And let them stretch out the curtains of your dwellings; Do not spare; Lengthen your cords, And strengthen your stakes.  For you shall expand to the right and to the left, And your descendants will inherit the nations, And make the desolate cities inhabited.”

Israel was not to grow content with barrenness, with being few and powerless; for she was to possess the nations in Your name and disciple them.  Give Your church today a vision for discipling the nations, O Lord, a vision for enlarging her tent.  May we lament over our own barrenness and pray and long for many offspring.  Grant to Your people offspring even as You gave children to Sarah, to Hannah, and to the woman of Shunem (Gen.18:9-15; 21:1-7;                I Sam.1:20; II Kings 4:14-17).  Cause great joy among Your people over one soul who repents, even as there is joy in heaven among the angels of God (Luke 15:10). 

JUNE 22  -  EVENING
Isaiah 54:9-10, 17 – " For this is like the waters of Noah to Me; For as I have sworn That the waters of Noah would no longer cover the earth, So have I sworn That I would not be angry with you, nor rebuke you. For the mountains shall depart And the hills be removed, But My kindness shall not depart from you, Nor shall My covenant of peace be removed," Says the Lord, who has mercy on you....No weapon formed against you shall prosper, And every tongue which rises against you in judgment You shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, And their righteousness is from Me," Says the Lord.

You have granted to Your people exceeding great and precious promises through which we may escape the corruption that is in the world through lust, and become partakers of the divine nature (II Pet.1:4).  If we did not have such solid promises, where would we turn?  We are as fickle and unstable as water.  But Your covenant is firm and sure, founded upon Your own word, upon Yourself.  Encourage and strengthen us this day with the thought that Your steadfast love shall not depart from us and no weapon formed against us shall prosper.  Though we deserve Your wrath and curse, You have judged our sin in Christ Your Son, and spared us because of Him.  He is our righteousness.  Fill us with wonder, love, and praise.

JUNE 23  -  MORNING
Isaiah 55:1-2 -- "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk Without money and without price.  Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And let your soul delight itself in abundance.”

Apart from You, O God, we long and thirst, and naught can satisfy.  We wander in a desert land where all the streams are dry (Psa.63:1).  We are so inclined to seek satisfaction in material things or in earthly relationships.  Let us see all of these as good gifts from Your hand, yet let us not look to them for the ultimate meaning and purpose in life.  May we look to the Giver and not to the gifts.  Open our eyes to see the drought of the world’s pleasure and the bountiful provision You have made for Your people in sending water from the rock.  That rock is Christ, and the water is the Spirit (I Cor.10:4).  Teach us to drink deeply and to drink again and again.  Prevent us from hewing out cisterns for ourselves, cisterns which can hold no water (Jer.2:13).  Let us find our all in You and Your salvation, and let everything else find its proper perspective in relation to that.  May we be true men and women of God – those who have obviously drunk deeply from the wells of salvation (Isa.12:3).
JUNE 23  -  EVENING
Isaiah 55:6-9 -- Seek the Lord while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the Lord, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.  " For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the Lord.  "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

Those who seek You with all their heart truly find You, O Lord (Jer.29:13-14; Deut. 4:29).  May we be a people whose whole lives are summed up as a seeking of God, a seeking of the face of the God of Jacob (Psa. 24:6).   “When You say, ‘Seek My face,’ our hearts say to You, ‘Your face, Lord, we will seek.  Do not hide Your face from us’ ” (Psa.27:8-9).  Blessed are those who keep Your testimonies, who seek You with the whole heart! (Psa.119:2).  You love those who love You, and those who seek You diligently shall find You (Prov.8:17).  Christ our Savior has said, “Seek, and you shall find” (Matt.7:7).  May we echo this great invitation of all men, and urge them to call upon You while You are near, to return to the merciful God who made them.  Teach us to think Your thoughts after You and effectively communicate Your thoughts to others.

JUNE 24  -  MORNING
Isaiah 55:10-11 -- "For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower And bread to the eater,  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”

“The decrees of God are His eternal purpose, according to the counsel of His will, whereby, for His own glory, He hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass” (W.S.C., Q.7).  Your decrees do not return to You empty, O Lord, but they accomplish whatever You purpose.  None of Your plans shall be frustrated.  What a comfort and an encouragement this is to weak and feeble instruments like us, living in the midst of a changing and fickle generation and a world in which nothing seems secure.  And what is true of Your word of decree is also true of Your revealed word in Scripture, especially as it is faithfully preached.  We take great comfort in knowing that You will use the words of Your preachers, and the words of Your people, if their words are faithful to Your word, and through them will accomplish that which You purpose and cause them to prosper in the thing for which You send them.

JUNE 24  -  EVENING
Isaiah 56:6-7 -- " Also the sons of the foreigner Who join themselves to the Lord, to serve Him, And to love the name of the Lord, to be His servants -- Everyone who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, And holds fast My covenant --  Even them I will bring to My holy mountain, And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices Will be accepted on My altar; For My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations."

How clearly the inclusion of the Gentiles in the covenant people is foretold in the Old Testament. What gracious promises You gave concerning the nations of the earth, O Lord.  Your consistent plan was that in Abraham all the nations of the earth should be blessed (Gen.12:3).  Because of this great plan and promise, our family and our congregation have been included in Your family by Your grace.  We are the “uttermost parts of the earth” to which Christ’s apostles were called to be witnesses (Acts 1:8).  May we realize that Christ has other sheep which are not of this fold, which He must also bring (John 10:16).  Use our prayers and our witness as instruments to that end.  Return Jew and Gentile to the keeping of the Sabbath in Christ.

JUNE 25  -  MORNING
Isaiah 57:15, 20-21 -- For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”...But the wicked are like the troubled sea, When it cannot rest, Whose waters cast up mire and dirt. "There is no peace," Says my God, "for the wicked."

Give us contrite and humble spirits, O God, that we may dwell with You and You with us.  Revive our fainting hearts from sin, discouragement, failure, distrust, and indifference, and place our feet upon a rock (Psa.40:2).  Show us the instability and danger of the wicked.  Let us live in the fear of displeasing You and convey that great danger to others.  Impress upon our thinking and our lives the fact that You are the high and lofty One Who inhabits eternity, Whose very name is holy.  You are the one unchanging reality in the midst of all the changes of time and history.  Ages pass away, and great men of the earth are forgotten, but You are the same, and Your years do not change (Mal.3:6; Psa.102:25-27).  Your Son Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb.13:8).  Set before us today this great contrast between the contrite and the wicked.

JUNE 25  -  EVENING
Isaiah 58:1 -- "Cry aloud, spare not; Lift up your voice like a trumpet; Tell My people their transgression, And the house of Jacob their sins.

What an awesome responsibility, to preach against the particular sins that Your professing people are committing.  What self-examination it requires, what piercing of the preacher’s own soul by Your word, what humbling of the preacher before You.  Give our own pastor, and the pastors of our day, the grace to take heed, lest they fall (I Cor.10:12), the grace to say, “There but for the grace of God go I.”  Give them insight into Your word and insight into the particular forms of evil in our own day, that they may effectively declare to Your people their sins and call us to forsake our sins.  Let them not shrink back from declaring the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27), that the blood of men will not be on their hands.  Make them faithful watchmen upon the city wall (Ezek.3:17-21; 33:1-11).  Especially let them remind Your people of the particular sins mentioned in this chapter of Isaiah: empty profession and meaningless religious practice, such as fasting without contrition (58:3-14), neglect of the poor and needy, Sabbath breaking.  May they truly speak “as a dying man to dying men, and never sure to preach again.”

JUNE 26  -  MORNING
Isaiah 58:6-9 -- " Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of wickedness, To undo the heavy burdens, To let the oppressed go free, And that you break every yoke?  Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, And that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; When you see the naked, that you cover him, And not hide yourself from your own flesh?  Then your light shall break forth like the morning, Your healing shall spring forth speedily, And your righteousness shall go before you; The glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.  Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; You shall cry, and He will say, 'Here I am.' 
Fasting is a relatively easy thing to do, O Lord, when it is not accompanied by careful thought, prayer, and seeking of Your face.  Forgive us that so often we have gone through fasting as an empty exercise without the necessary searching of heart and life, confession of sin and repentance, and amendment of life.  Cause us to fear that we might hear You say to us, “I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty, and you gave me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me” (Matt.25:42-43).  When we fast, may we not be like the hypocrites (Matt.6:16-18).

JUNE 26  -  EVENING
Isaiah 58:13-14 -- " If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, From doing your pleasure on My holy day, And call the Sabbath a delight, The holy day of the Lord honorable, And shall honor Him, not doing your own ways, Nor finding your own pleasure, Nor speaking your own words,  Then you shall delight yourself in the Lord; And I will cause you to ride on the high hills of the earth, And feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father. The mouth of the Lord has spoken."

Teach us to delight in the Sabbath rest, O Lord.  Give us Your wisdom as we seek to observe Your day in this complex modern world.  May the Lord’s Day be a decidedly different day in our home and congregation, not a day of burden, but a day of true delight (I John 5:3).  May we read, hear, learn, and observe Your word on this Sabbath day in a special and particular way.  Renew our relationship to You; draw us near to be renewed and strengthened.  Cause Christians in our day to rediscover the necessity and importance of the Sabbath principle which You established as a creation ordinance from the very beginning of the world (Gen.2:2-3).  Bring us back to our heritage!

JUNE 27  -  MORNING
Isaiah 59:1-3, 7-8 -- Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear.  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.  For your hands are defiled with blood, And your fingers with iniquity; Your lips have spoken lies, Your tongue has muttered perversity...Their feet run to evil, And they make haste to shed innocent blood; Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; Wasting and destruction are in their paths.  The way of peace they have not known, And there is no justice in their ways; They have made themselves crooked paths; Whoever takes that way shall not know peace.

Cause us as Your people to realize how our sin keeps us from effectiveness in Your service and blessing upon our lives.  Show us sin for what it is and enable us to confess it and repent of it.  Open our eyes to our own sin that keeps You from blessing Your people (Psa.37:4; 66:18; Isa.1:15; Matt.17:20; I John 5:14).  Give us the willingness and power to deal decisively with it.  Let there not be a separation between us and our God; do not hide Your face from us.  Let our greatest fear be the frown of our God and our greatest joy and delight Your smile.

JUNE 27  -  EVENING
Isaiah 59:15-16, 21 -- So truth fails, And he who departs from evil makes himself a prey. Then the Lord saw it, and it displeased Him That there was no justice.  He saw that there was no man, And wondered that there was no intercessor; Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; And His own righteousness, it sustained Him...."As for Me," says the Lord, "this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your descendants' descendants," says the Lord, "from this time and forevermore."

How great is Your salvation, O Lord!  We claim this promise of Your covenant and plead with You that Your words shall never depart out of our mouths.  May they be our daily delight, our meditation day and night (Psa. 1:2; Josh.1:8).  May we speak of the things of God when we sit in our house and when we walk by the way; when we lie down and when we rise up (Deut.6:7).  May our children from their earliest memories love Your word and determine by Your grace to follow it all their lives.  We praise You that You deal with Your people in lines of generations.  Even when the enemy comes in like a flood, may Your Spirit lift up a standard against him (v.19).

JUNE 28  -  MORNING
Isaiah 60:1-3, 10, 19 -- Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.  For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you.  The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising.... “The sons of foreigners shall build up your walls, And their kings shall minister to you; For in My wrath I struck you, But in My favor I have had mercy on you....The sun shall no longer be your light by day, Nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you; But the Lord will be to you an everlasting light, And your God your glory.”

These great promises from Your older covenant prophets foretold the future glory of Israel, the return from captivity, the birth of the Messiah, and the spread of His gospel to all the nations.  Give us great zeal to see people of every nation, tribe, people, and tongue bow the knee to Your Christ and acknowledge Him as Lord (Rev.7:9; Phil.2:10-11).  Move Your church to go forth in the power of Your Spirit to conquer the nations.  “All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall worship before You.  For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and He rules the nations” (Psa.22:27-28).

JUNE 28  -  EVENING
Isaiah 61:1-2 -- "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn...

O Christ the Messiah, You perfectly fulfilled Your mission as the Servant of the Lord, both physically and spiritually.  You are a merciful Liberator in Your healing of bodies and the saving of the whole person.  Let this same burden be ours as well, to proclaim the whole counsel of God to the whole man in all the world (Acts 20:27; Matt.28:18-20).  May our concern also be for the afflicted, the brokenhearted, the captives, the poor, blind and lame.  Forgive us that so often we are not sure what we are to do in this area of physical restoration, or how we are to do it; and therefore we do nothing.  Teach us from Your word, that we will be faithfully carrying out Your kingdom’s work, knowledgably, wisely, zealously.  Make Your messengers effective proclaimers of Your gospel in all its implications.

JUNE 29  -  MORNING
Isaiah 62:4-5 -- You shall no longer be termed Forsaken, Nor shall your land any more be termed Desolate; But you shall be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; For the Lord delights in you, And your land shall be married.  For as a young man marries a virgin, So shall your sons marry you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So shall your God rejoice over you.

In the Scriptures, when You changed the name of a person, You indicated a change in their character or condition.  Abram became Abraham (Gen.17:5), Jacob became Israel (Gen.32:28; 35:10), Simon became Peter (John 1:42; Matt.16:18), Saul became Paul (Acts 13:9).  And You changed the condition of Your captive people Israel from being forsaken and desolate to a state of married delight.  Open our own eyes to see what wonders You have accomplished for us, for our family, for our congregation, and for the whole body and bride of Christ, His church.  He was forsaken that we might not be forsaken (Matt.27:46; Heb.13:5).  Show us today how great Your salvation is: “Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God!” (I Jn.3:1).  Fill us with such love and gratitude that our whole life will be lived in response to Your salvation.

JUNE 29  -  EVENING
Isaiah 62:6-7 -- I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; They shall never hold their peace day or night. You who make mention of the Lord, do not keep silent,  And give Him no rest till He establishes And till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

May Your messengers today fulfill the task of faithful watchmen, O Lord, never being silent, but warning continually of danger to come (Isa.58:1; 62:1).  May they faithfully proclaim Your word to Your people, taking no rest.  And may they also be faithful intercessors, beseeching You on behalf of Your people, “giving You no rest” until You establish Your church and make it a praise in the earth.  You have set our own pastors in such a position, and You desire that they plead with You, claiming Your promises on behalf of Your people, as Moses pleaded with You to remember Your covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to uphold Your own name and honor (Ex.32:11-14; Num.14:13-19; Josh.7:9), and as Jacob would not let You go until You blessed him (Gen.32:26).  May all of Your people hold You to Your promises, as You desire us to do.  Make us faithful watchmen-intercessors today (Ezek.3:16-21; 33:1-11).

JUNE 30  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 62:11-12 -- Indeed the Lord has proclaimed To the end of the world: "Say to the daughter of Zion, 'Surely your salvation is coming; Behold, His reward is with Him, And His work before Him.' "  And they shall call them The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord; And you shall be called Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.

Your great grace is manifested in Your preserving a people for Your own possession throughout all ages of history, O God.  When we look at the sinfulness of Israel or at the sinfulness of those who profess to be Your people today, it is obvious that it is only by Your grace that a remnant is preserved and saved.  Cause Your people to see how great Your salvation truly is, and give us grateful and responsive hearts and lives.  May we rejoice with joy unspeakable (I Pet.1:8), especially when we assemble to worship You and praise Your name.  May we be called “The Holy People” because a holy God dwells in the midst of us, because You have imputed the righteousness of Your Son to us and set us apart as a peculiar people (I Pet.2:9), and because we are living lives of holiness by Your grace and in Your power, manifesting that holiness without which no one will see the Lord (Heb.12:14).

JULY 1  -  MORNING and EVENING
Isaiah 63:8-10, 15-16 -- For He said, "Surely they are My people, Children who will not lie." So He became their Savior.  In all their affliction He was afflicted, And the Angel of His Presence saved them; In His love and in His pity He redeemed them; And He bore them and carried them All the days of old.  But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; So He turned Himself against them as an enemy, And He fought against them....Look down from heaven, And see from Your habitation, holy and glorious. Where are Your zeal and Your strength, The yearning of Your heart and Your mercies toward me? Are they restrained?  Doubtless You are our Father, Though Abraham was ignorant of us, And Israel does not acknowledge us. You, O Lord, are our Father; Our Redeemer from Everlasting is Your name.

Even in the older covenant, distinctions are made within Your Godhead, O Lord.  Your Holy Spirit and the Angel of Your presence are distinguished from You, yet identified with You.  The Triune God is our Savior.  Let Your people not rebel against You and grieve Your Spirit as Israel did in ancient times, but let us flee to You and cling to You as our only hope and refuge.

JULY 2  -  MORNING
Isaiah 64:1-5a -- Oh, that You would rend the heavens! That You would come down! That the mountains might shake at Your presence --  As fire burns brushwood, As fire causes water to boil -- To make Your name known to Your adversaries, That the nations may tremble at Your presence!  When You did awesome things for which we did not look, You came down, The mountains shook at Your presence.  For since the beginning of the world Men have not heard nor perceived by the ear, Nor has the eye seen any God besides You, Who acts for the one who waits for Him.  You meet him who rejoices and does righteousness, Who remembers You in Your ways. 

O Lord, You are not a God who is merely an intellectual idea or who is limited to words or ideas.  You are the God who works.  You are the God who meets Your people.  Forgive us that our relationship with You is so often in terms of the mind only, in terms of intellectual meditation or doctrine about You.  May our relationship to You be truly experimental in the Biblical sense, not neglecting the intellect, but encompassing the whole person and expressing itself in all of life.  May we know You as the God who acts.  May we meet with You, walk with You, depend upon You, fellowship with You.  Teach us about Yourself, even today.

JULY 2  -  EVENING
Isaiah 64:5b - 8 -- You are indeed angry, for we have sinned -- In these ways we continue; And we need to be saved.  But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away. And there is no one who calls on Your name, Who stirs himself up to take hold of You; For You have hidden Your face from us, And have consumed us because of our iniquities.  But now, O Lord, You are our Father; We are the clay, and You our potter; And all we are the work of Your hand.

Let us see our sin for what it truly is, O Lord, and acknowledge the corruption and pollution of all our deeds.  Cause us to cast ourselves continually upon Your mercy and turn from our sins in true repentance.  Open our eyes to see the worthlessness of all our man-made righteousness.  It is only because of the blood and righteousness of Christ our substitute that our deeds are acceptable in Your sight (Rom.3:19-26).  We praise You that there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared.  We wait for the Lord; our souls wait, and in Your word we hope (Psa.130:4-5).
JULY 3  -  MORNING
Isaiah 65:1-3 -- "I was sought by those who did not ask for Me; I was found by those who did not seek Me. I said, 'Here I am, here I am,' To a nation that was not called by My name. I have stretched out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, Who walk in a way that is not good, According to their own thoughts;  A people who provoke Me to anger continually to My face...

We have sought You, O Lord, and afterward known that You moved our souls to seek You seeking us.  “It was not I, that found, O Savior true; no, I was found of Thee.”  We did not ask for You, O Lord, but the initiative was all Yours.  If You had allowed us to go our own way, we would have perished.  And it was Your irresistible grace, Your invincible, victorious grace that melted our hearts and caused us to respond to Your great love.  If You had not worked in that way in us, we would certainly been like Israel in the days of Isaiah, following our own devices and provoking You to Your face continually.  And even after Your great grace, how often we are indifferent toward You and even rebellious against You.  Subdue us; conquer us completely.  Break our stubborn hearts and wills!

JULY 3  -  EVENING
Isaiah 65:17, 24-25 -- " For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be remembered or come to mind....It shall come to pass That before they call, I will answer; And while they are still speaking, I will hear.  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, The lion shall eat straw like the ox, And dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain," Says the Lord.

Christ Your Son in the new covenant has ushered in the new heavens and earth, O Lord, and You are extending the effects of His reign throughout the earth.  Give Your people faith to believe that in Your divine plan the wolf and the lamb shall feed together.  Crush Satan under our feet shortly (Rom.16:20); cause the promise to come true that the serpent would “lick the dust,” and that the seed of the woman would crush his head (Gen.3:15).  Overthrow all the works of the evil one.  You are the God who hears and answers pray.  You know the end from the beginning, and Your decree encompasses all things (Isa.46:9-10).  You answer before we call and hear while we are yet speaking.  Let this assurance be an encouragement to us to pray believingly, and expectantly.

JULY 4  -  MORNING
Isaiah 66:1-2, 5 -- Thus says the Lord: "Heaven is My throne, And earth is My footstool. Where is the house that you will build Me? And where is the place of My rest?  For all those things My hand has made, And all those things exist," Says the Lord. "But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word.”...Hear the word of the Lord, You who tremble at His word: "Your brethren who hated you, Who cast you out for My name's sake, said, 'Let the Lord be glorified, That we may see your joy.' But they shall be ashamed."

You are entirely self-sufficient, O Lord, and have need of nothing and no one.  You Yourself have made everything there is.   And yet You have chosen to enter into relationship with men, to save them and use them.  Use us, O Lord, we pray.  Give us humility before You and contrition of heart.  May we be the kind of men described here, those characterized as trembling at Your word.  May we hear Your word, willingly, eagerly; may we know it, believe it, and obey it.  We know that if we tremble at Your word we will encounter opposition from those arrogant men who do not tremble at Your word.  Help us to take such opposition in stride and seek our vindication in You.

JULY 4  -  EVENING
Isaiah 66:7-9, 19, 23 – “Before she was in labor, she gave birth; Before her pain came, She delivered a male child.  Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Shall the earth be made to give birth in one day? Or shall a nation be born at once? For as soon as Zion was in labor, She gave birth to her children.  Shall I bring to the time of birth, and not cause delivery?” says the Lord. “Shall I who cause delivery shut up the womb?” says your God....I will set a sign among them; and those among them who escape I will send to the nations: to Tarshish and Pul and Lud, who draw the bow, and Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands afar off who have not heard My fame nor seen My glory. And they shall declare My glory among the Gentiles....And it shall come to pass That from one New Moon to another, And from one Sabbath to another, All flesh shall come to worship before Me,” says the Lord.

You always complete that which You begin, O Lord.  You did not promise and begin the return of Your people from captivity without finishing it.  And You do not begin the work of salvation in an individual without completing it.  He who began a good work in us will go on completing it until the day of Christ Jesus (Phil.1:6).  And the work of spreading Your kingdom throughout the earth will go on until You complete it.  May we not grow weary in well-doing, knowing that we will reap in due season if we do not faint (Gal.6:9).  In the new covenant the nations have been given to Christ as His inheritance.  We long for that day when all flesh shall come to worship before You, when the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea (Isa.11:9; Hab.2:12).
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