JULY 5 – MORNING
Jeremiah 1:4-6 -- Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying:  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations."  Then said I: "Ah, Lord God! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth."

Though our pastor, and other preachers of the word, are not prophets, as Jeremiah was, receiving and conveying revelation directly from You; yet You have called them to proclaim Your truth as it was revealed to prophets and apostles and recorded in Your written word.  May they take great comfort in knowing that You chose them to be Your own and to be Your messengers even before they were born.  They are so inadequate to carry out this great calling to proclaim Your gospel.  They are sinful men with sinful lips.  They must cry out, “Who is sufficient for these things?” (II Cor.2:16).  Purge and consecrate their hearts and lips to faithfully preach.  Surely their sufficiency must be from God, who called them, and to whom they are accountable  (II Cor.3:5).  Use them as instruments of accomplishing Your will and declaring Your word today in the congregation.  Whatever part they play in Your work, however small it may be in the eyes of men, it is significant because it is a part of Your wise plan.

JULY 5 – EVENING
Jeremiah 1:7-8 – But the Lord said to me: “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ For you shall go to all to whom I send you, And whatever I command you, you shall speak.  Do not be afraid of their faces, For I am with you to deliver you,” says the Lord.

Your messengers in every era often feel what Jeremiah expressed here, O Lord, a great sense of inadequacy in proclaiming Your message and fear of the faces of men.  If it were not for Your sovereign call and enabling, their preaching and teaching would have no effect at all.  Cause the preaching of our day to be more effective, O God.  Give greater diligence in preparation, greater devotion to You and Your cause.  But most of all, give greater dependence upon Your Spirit, both on the part of those who preach and those who hear.  May the concern of those who preach not be what image they present, or what name they make for themselves, or how men receive them, but what You think, and how Your name is glorified.  Make them content to occupy a small place, if that is Your will , because whatever is Your will is perfect for them.  You are accomplishing Your plan in spite of what any man does.  May Your servants today hear You say to them, “Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city” (Acts 18:9-10).

JULY 6 - MORNING
Jeremiah 1:9-10 -- Then the Lord put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me: "Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.  See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, To root out and to pull down, To destroy and to throw down, To build and to plant."
Give this assurance today, O Lord, that You have chosen your servants to speak for You and that Your words shall be in their mouths.  What arrogance and presumption there would be to take up the office of preaching without Your sovereign call and authority.  “How shall they preach, unless they are sent?” (Rom.10:15).  As Your ministers teach and apply Your word, may they be filled with Your Spirit.  May they have power from on high and clarity of thinking and speaking.  May they be useful instruments in Your hand, through whom Your people are convicted, challenged, edified, and comforted.  Make them Your mouthpiece, willing to proclaim whatever You desire, whatever the consequences might be.  Deliver them from the fear of the faces of men.  May their only fear be displeasing You.  Use their words to build and plant, to overthrow and destroy – to destroy every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, to take every thought captive to obey Christ (II Cor.10:5).  What an awesome responsibility and privilege!  Who is sufficient for these things?  (II Cor.2:16). 

JULY 6 - EVENING
Jeremiah 2:12-13, 18  -- Be astonished, O heavens, at this, And be horribly afraid; Be very desolate," says the Lord.  "For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, And hewn themselves cisterns -- broken cisterns that can hold no water....And now why take the road to Egypt, To drink the waters of Sihor? Or why take the road to Assyria, To drink the waters of the River?”
How utterly foolish, to turn away from a clear, clean fountain of water to drink the polluted, stagnant water the world has to offer!  Yet the broken cisterns that can hold no water somehow look so tempting to Your people, O Lord.  Their deceit is subtle and their shallowness and filth is not at all obvious, as it ought to be.  Guard us; warn us; show us clearly their ultimate ruin.  Let us see clearly the horror of substituting other ways of satisfaction for the true and living God.  Give Your pastors and preachers the ability to make this danger clear to Your people and to all those who hear the gospel.  Give them clarity, boldness, and power in pointing men to the fountain of living waters.  Let them drink deeply of that fountain themselves this very day and know from experience Your blessing and power.  “Apart from Thee I long and thirst, and naught can satisfy; I wander in a desert land, where all the streams are dry” (Psa.63:1; John 4:13-14; 7:37-39). 

JULY 7 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 3:14-17 -- "Return, O backsliding children," says the Lord; "for I am married to you. I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion.  And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding. Then it shall come to pass, when you are multiplied and increased in the land in those days," says the Lord, "that they will say no more, 'The ark of the covenant of the Lord.' It shall not come to mind, nor shall they remember it, nor shall they visit it, nor shall it be made anymore. At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of the Lord, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem. No more shall they follow the dictates of their evil hearts.”
Give Your church faithful shepherds who will lead and feed Your people with knowledge and understanding, O Lord, men after Your own heart (I Sam.13:14; Acts 13:22).  May our own elders and leaders be such shepherds.  Give them the desire to be such men, and give them growth toward that end.  Dwell in the midst of Your people in an obvious, observable way, that the world may know that the Father sent the Son, the embodiment of all that the ark and the temple represented (John 15:21;  2:19-20).  He is that one good Shepherd over His flock.  Teach our leaders to be undershepherds in the service of the Chief Shepherd (Jn. 10:11,14; I Pet.5:2-4). 

JULY 8 – MORNING
Jeremiah 4:3-4 -- For thus says the Lord to the men of Judah and Jerusalem: "Break up your fallow ground, And do not sow among thorns.  Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, And take away the foreskins of your hearts, You men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, Lest My fury come forth like fire, And burn so that no one can quench it, Because of the evil of your doings."
How much fallow ground there is in our lives, O Lord!  Open our eyes to see those dry, parched, wasted areas that are hardened and encrusted and need to be broken up.  May we by Your grace plow up those areas; and let us plant, water, fertilize, and weed them, that they may bring forth fruit; and let us earnestly call upon Your people to do the same.  Give us the willingness to re-think, change, confess, repent – to have the fallow ground broken, regardless of how painful it might be.  Break us by Your providential dealings with us, even when we are blind to the need of it and unwilling to take initiative to break up fallow ground ourselves.  May we be those who are truly circumcised  in heart, not just those bearing the outward sign of the covenant.  May we be sensitive to sin and willing to acknowledge and forsake it.  Give us the grace to plow up our fallow ground today.

JULY 8 - EVENING
Jeremiah 5:11-15 – “For the house of Israel and the house of Judah Have dealt very treacherously with Me," says the Lord.  “They have lied about the Lord, And said, ‘It is not He. Neither will evil come upon us, Nor shall we see sword or famine.  And the prophets become wind, For the word is not in them. Thus shall it be done to them.’  Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts: "Because you speak this word, Behold, I will make My words in your mouth fire, And this people wood, And it shall devour them.  Behold, I will bring a nation against you from afar, O house of Israel," says the Lord. "It is a mighty nation, It is an ancient nation, A nation whose language you do not know, Nor can you understand what they say.”

In the midst of this crooked and perverse generation (Phil.2:15), with its immorality, blasphemy, defiance and indifference to Your word, make Your word in the mouths of Your servants a fire, O Lord.  May they powerfully sound Your warning of judgment.  May their words be a true and faithful opening of Your words in Scripture.  May their words go forth in power, consuming those who hear.  But may the people of our day not harden their hearts as the people of Jeremiah’s day did.  Use the words of faithful spokesmen to bring conversion and repentance to those who believe, as well as judgment to those who reject Your gospel (II Cor.2:15-16).  May Your word melt hearts and bring men into subjection to Your will.  In this adulterous and sinful generation (Mark 8:38), may many turn from idols to serve the true and living God (I Thess.1:4).  And “the dearest idol I have known, whate’er that idol be;  help me to tear it from Thy throne and worship only Thee.”

JULY 9 - MORNING
Jeremiah 5:22-25 – ‘Do you not fear Me?' says the Lord. 'Will you not tremble at My presence, Who have placed the sand as the bound of the sea, By a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass beyond it? And though its waves toss to and fro, Yet they cannot prevail; Though they roar, yet they cannot pass over it.  But this people has a defiant and rebellious heart; They have revolted and departed.  They do not say in their heart, "Let us now fear the Lord our God, Who gives rain, both the former and the latter, in its season. He reserves for us the appointed weeks of the harvest."  Your iniquities have turned these things away, And your sins have withheld good from you.

The missing element in our society, and even in Your professing church, O Lord, is fear of Almighty God.  Men take so lightly Your name, Your great Person, and the consequences of despising Your law.  “There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Rom.3:18; Psa.36:1).  May our own hearts tremble in Your presence with reverence and dread of displeasing You, and may we effectually warn others of the great danger of indifference to You and the great joy of serving You.  When men see droughts, poor crops, tornados, hurricanes, fire, war, and pestilence, cause them to see Your hand of judgment and turn to You.

JULY 9 - EVENING
Jeremiah 5:28-31 – ‘They have grown fat, they are sleek; Yes, they surpass the deeds of the wicked; They do not plead the cause, The cause of the fatherless; Yet they prosper, And the right of the needy they do not defend.  Shall I not punish them for these things?' says the Lord. 'Shall I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?'  An astonishing and horrible thing Has been committed in the land:  The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule by their own power; And My people love to have it so. But what will you do in the end?

Let us as Your people see what great judgment is upon us when we neglect those deeds which should be an ordinary part of daily kindness to others in response to Your love and salvation.  Let us not neglect the poor, the homeless, the friendless, the orphan and the widow.  Especially let Your people never love to have false, flattering preaching.  Let Your word in all its fullness be faithfully proclaimed and applied.  Keep us from formal, ritualistic worship which is separated from life and which is an abomination in Your sight.  Cause us to wash ourselves, make ourselves clean,.... cease to do evil and learn to do good; to seek justice, reprove the oppressor, defend the fatherless, and plead for the widow (Isa.1:16-17).

JULY 10 - MORNING
Jeremiah 6:13-15 -- "Because from the least of them even to the greatest of them, Everyone is given to covetousness; And from the prophet even to the priest, Everyone deals falsely.  They have also healed the hurt of My people slightly, Saying, 'Peace, peace!' When there is no peace. Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? No! They were not at all ashamed; Nor did they know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; At the time I punish them, They shall be cast down," says the Lord.

Deliver Your ministers from this great temptation, O Lord, to give easy comfort and assurance when Your message ought to disturb and offend, the temptation to tell people what they want to hear because of the desire for gain, materially or in reputation, or in fear of persecution and disturbance.  It is so easy for pastors to drift subtly into making decisions and preaching or counseling on the basis of what is acceptable and popular.  Give them courage as well as gentleness, directness as well as compassion.  How subtle are the temptations to distort and soften the message given by revelation, to want “peace at any price,” to proclaim “sweetness and light” when there is need for disturbing application.  Let Your messengers make it absolutely clear that there can be no true peace except on Your terms, whether between nations or in the hearts and lives of men (Isa.48:22; 57:21).  Peace comes only in submission to the law of the Prince of Peace.  May Your ministers be faithful in warning and instructing Your people, especially concerning false prophets.  Keep them from weak compromise, O Lord! 

JULY 10 - EVENING
Jeremiah 6:16-17 -- Thus says the Lord: "Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But they said, 'We will not walk in it.'  Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, 'Listen to the sound of the trumpet!' But they said, 'We will not listen.' ”

You have set before us good paths that lead to ways of blessing and pleasantness, O Lord, and yet we are not inclined to walk in them but to hew out new paths of our own devising and choosing (Prov.3:17; 14:12; Matt.7:24-27).  It is not only that we do not see Your paths – You have set them clearly before us – but that we deliberately want to avoid them and go our own way.  Give Your people – and particularly give us as a family and as individuals – a heart to desire Your good ways.  They are not good merely because they are old or because many have walked them before, but because they are Your ways.  May Your ministers set before men, who are prone to wander and who are ever seeking new paths, the ancient path where the good way is.  Keep us from tradition for tradition’s sake, but enable us to carefully measure all things by Your word (Mk.7:6-13; Acts 17:11).

JULY 11 - MORNING
Jeremiah 7:2-4, 9-10 -- "Stand in the gate of the Lord's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, 'Hear the word of the Lord, all you of Judah who enter in at these gates to worship the Lord!' Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: "Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place.  Do not trust in these lying words, saying, 'The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are these’....Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal, and walk after other gods whom you do not know, and then come and stand before Me in this house which is called by My name, and say, 'We are delivered to do all these abominations'?”

What a mockery formalism is, O Lord, going through particular motions at a set time and place without the involvement of the whole heart.  Open the eyes of Your people to see the emptiness and abomination of sacrifice without obedience (I Sam.15:22; Isa.1:10-17; 29:13; II Tim.3:5; Mk.13:1-2).  How easy it is in a far more subtle and sophisticated way to trust in a building and in participation in worship services for right standing with You, saying in effect, “The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord,” and yet going on to live lives that are totally displeasing to You and indifferent to You.  Keep us from such hypocrisy and enable us to effectually guard against it in our own lives and warn others against it.  Particularly keep this danger before our congregation and our elders.  Show us what You did to Shiloh, and later to Jerusalem and the temple itself.  Let us “take heed, lest we fall” (I Cor.10:12).

JULY 11 - EVENING
Jeremiah 7:11-12 -- "Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of thieves in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it," says the Lord.  " But go now to My place which was in Shiloh, where I set My name at the first, and see what I did to it because of the wickedness of My people Israel.”

Revive Your church in our own day, O Lord!  Please do not remove Your hand from it, or remove its lampstand from its place, or write “Ichabod” over it (Rev.2:5; I Sam.4:21).  We do deserve to be judged, as Israel did in the days of Shiloh’s destruction, Jerusalem’s fall, and in the day of our Lord, when it was necessary for Him to cast the money-changers out of the temple (Mt.21:12-13).  Let us not be left behind like a booth in a vineyard, like a lodge in a cucumber field (Isa.1:8).  Keep Your people in our day from a superstitious, sentimental, traditional, emotional attachment to a building, a day, or a form of worship without the spiritual reality (II Tim.3:5).  Keep us from the pride which makes us think we are “all right as we are” because we have a certain heritage or history, or because we go through certain motions.  Give us a true zeal for Your “house,” Your people, Your kingdom, Your cause, that will make us rise up in righteous indignation when Your worship is perverted (Jn.2:17; Psa.69:9).

JULY 12 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 8:20-22 – “The harvest is past, The summer is ended, And we are not saved!”  For the hurt of the daughter of my people I am hurt. I am mourning; Astonishment has taken hold of me.  Is there no balm in Gilead, Is there no physician there? Why then is there no recovery For the health of the daughter of my people?

Give us the grief of a Jeremiah over the sins of men, O Lord; first over our own sins, then over the sins of Your people, and finally over the sins of an unregenerate society.  Let our hearts be broken over the possibility that the harvest may be past, the summer ended, and many are not saved, that those who desperately need it ignore the balm in Gilead.  Let us see the awful condition of those who are lost, as a greater calamity than Israel being carried into captivity.  Burden us as You burdened Jeremiah, to cry out on their behalf (Jer.4:19-22; 8:18; 10:19; 13:17; 14:17; Lam.1:16; 2:11; 3:48).  Let us mourn over the wound of people destined for destruction, even as Christ wept over the city of Jerusalem (Matt.26:37; Lk.19:41-44).  We pray for our country and its churches, that the harvest may not be past.  Call faithful pastors and teachers to point men to Your healing balm in the City of Refuge, where there is safety from the avenger of blood (Num.35:9-34; Deut.19:1-13; Josh.20).  Give them, and all Your people, passion, power, and urgency in the proclaiming of the only way of salvation.

JULY 13 - MORNING
Jeremiah 9:1; 13:17; 14:17 -- Oh, that my head were waters, And my eyes a fountain of tears, That I might weep day and night For the slain of the daughter of my people! ...But if you will not hear it, My soul will weep in secret for your pride; My eyes will weep bitterly And run down with tears, Because the Lord's flock has been taken captive...." Therefore you shall say this word to them: 'Let my eyes flow with tears night and day, And let them not cease; For the virgin daughter of my people Has been broken with a mighty stroke, with a very severe blow.’ ”

Give us the earnestness, the loving concern for Your people that this “weeping prophet” had, O Lord, that we might be so burdened with their spiritual state that we would diligently pray for them, weep over them, and plead with them to turn wholeheartedly to You.  Especially burden elders and pastors to love Your people enough to be willing to confront them with their sins, corporately and individually.  Give them the zeal, wisdom, and eloquence to call Your people from trusting in intellect, might, and riches to trusting in You alone (vv.23-24).  Let them, and let all Your people, be willing if necessary to be hated and persecuted by those who profess Your name, in order to faithfully uphold Your glorious name and revealed word.  Shake us from our own indifference and complacency.

JULY 13 - EVENING
Jeremiah 9:23-24 -- Thus says the Lord: "Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, Let not the mighty man glory in his might, Nor let the rich man glory in his riches;  But let him who glories glory in this, That he understands and knows Me, That I am the Lord, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight," says the Lord.

We do not consider ourselves wise, mighty, or rich, O Lord, yet we know that we are certainly tempted to boast of and trust in human wisdom, strength, and wealth.  Keep us from making these our chief end; let us not set sights and affections on these, but upon knowing You.  Keep us from the pride to which we are prone in spite of our failure and sin.  Let our delight be in those things in which You Yourself delight – love, justice, and righteousness.  Teach us to hunger and thirst after righteousness (Matt.5:6).  Order our lives, our priorities and attitudes, according to Your will, O Lord.  Use us in spite of ourselves.  Bring glory to Yourself through those things which are low and despised, even those things which are nothing (I Cor.1:26-29). .  Enable us to effectively communicate the fact that wisdom, strength, and wealth are not wrong in themselves, but that the one who boasts should boast in the Lord (I Cor.9:31).

JULY 14 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 10:2-3, 5, 23-24 -- Thus says the Lord: "Do not learn the way of the Gentiles; Do not be dismayed at the signs of heaven, For the Gentiles are dismayed at them.  For the customs of the peoples are futile; For one cuts a tree from the forest, The work of the hands of the workman, with the ax....They are upright, like a palm tree, And they cannot speak; They must be carried, Because they cannot go by themselves. Do not be afraid of them, For they cannot do evil, Nor can they do any good."...O Lord, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps.  O Lord, correct me, but with justice; Not in Your anger, lest You bring me to nothing.

Help us, O Lord, to distinguish clearly Your ways from the ways of the heathen.  It is so easy to be subtly influenced, even unconsciously, by the pagan customs around us, in our worship, in our practice, in our church and family and social life.  Give Your church discernment.  Teach us to measure all things by the standard of Your word and reject all that is false.  Do not allow false teaching and false ways to slip in among us.  We cannot direct our own steps – we will always stumble and fall.  Direct our steps for us; correct us; give us an attitude of humble submission and the discipline to obey.  Give us the wisdom and courage to separate ourselves that which is anti-Christian and to lead our family and congregation to Biblical discernment.

JULY 15 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 11:18-20 -- Now the Lord gave me knowledge of it, and I know it; for You showed me their doings.  But I was like a docile lamb brought to the slaughter; and I did not know that they had devised schemes against me, saying, "Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name may be remembered no more."  But, O Lord of hosts, You who judge righteously, Testing the mind and the heart, Let me see Your vengeance on them, For to You I have revealed my cause.
The prophet here surely prefigures and points to and follows the way of Christ, who was led as a lamb to the slaughter (Isa.53:7), who was cut off out of the land of the living (Isa.53:8), who committed His way to the Father (Matt.27:43; Lk.23:46), who, “when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered did not threaten, but...trusted to Him Who judges justly (I Pet.2:23).  As Jeremiah was persecuted for righteousness’ sake, and Your Son Jesus was despised and rejected by men, we know that we can expect to be hated by the world (John 15:18-20).  Let us follow in the steps of Christ and His chosen prophets and apostles, and faithfully proclaim God’s message no matter what the consequences may be.  Give us the same heart attitude.  “Let the mind of Christ my Savior dwell in me from day to day; by His love and power controlling all I do and say.”

JULY 16 – MORNING
Jeremiah 12:1-2 -- Righteous are You, O Lord, when I plead with You; Yet let me talk with You about Your judgments. Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why are those happy who deal so treacherously?  You have planted them, yes, they have taken root; They grow, yes, they bear fruit. You are near in their mouth But far from their mind.
This question arises again and again throughout Your word, O Lord, and throughout human history and all the affairs of men:  Why does the way of the wicked prosper?  Show us the end of the wicked as You showed the psalmist, so that we may see that You have indeed set them in slippery places and that their destiny is ruin and destruction (Psa.73:18-19; 37:1-2).  Give us a right abhorrence and dread of the wicked way and a love for the paths of righteousness.  Give us the ability to see the difference clearly and to effectively set them in contrast before men.  Keep Your people from becoming confused and doubting Your love and wisdom and power.  Set before us continually Your absolute sovereignty over all men and all events.  You will overthrow all the enemies of Your people and purge Your people of sin.  Give us thanksgiving and confidence.

JULY 17 – EVENING
Jeremiah 12:14-17 -- Thus says the Lord: "Against all My evil neighbors who touch the inheritance which I have caused My people Israel to inherit -- behold, I will pluck them out of their land and pluck out the house of Judah from among them. Then it shall be, after I have plucked them out, that I will return and have compassion on them and bring them back, everyone to his heritage and everyone to his land. And it shall be, if they will learn carefully the ways of My people, to swear by My name, 'As the Lord lives,' as they taught My people to swear by Baal, then they shall be established in the midst of My people.  But if they do not obey, I will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation," says the Lord.

This is an amazing promise, O Lord, in which You invite the nations to become like Your chosen race and dwell among them.  May this be the prayer and longing of Your church.  “We long to see Your churches full, that all the chosen race, may with one voice and heart and soul sing Your redeeming grace.”  Hold before us as well the warning that if Your professing people are unfaithful, You will judge and punish them.

JULY 17 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 13:10, 23, 27 -- 'This evil people, who refuse to hear My words, who follow the dictates of their hearts, and walk after other gods to serve them and worship them, shall be just like this sash which is profitable for nothing....Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Then may you also do good who are accustomed to do evil....I have seen your adulteries And your lustful neighings, The lewdness of your harlotry, Your abominations on the hills in the fields. Woe to you, O Jerusalem! Will you still not be made clean?"

What graphic pictures of the human heart You have given us here in Jeremiah, O Lord.  We see in them a description of our own hearts by nature.  Let us be fully aware how corrupt our hearts are and how dependent we are upon You to change us – initially and progressively.  Enable us to see our sin for what is its, and not gloss over it with euphemisms as Israel did.  Expose our own sin to us and let us see how heinous it is in Your sight, that we cannot in any way remedy our own situation.  None can repent or regenerate himself of believe apart from the gracious operations of Your Holy Spirit.   Remind us today how dependent we are upon You for forgiveness, cleansing, and salvation.  If You were to withdraw Your saving grace and sustaining power, even for a moment, we would be as evil as the most wicked men.  Fill our mouths with praise for Your gracious dealings with Your people, and give us hunger and thirst for righteousness (Matt.5:6).

JULY 18 - MORNING
Jeremiah 14:7-8, 20-21 -- O Lord, though our iniquities testify against us, Do it for Your name's sake; For our backslidings are many, We have sinned against You.  O the Hope of Israel, his Savior in time of trouble, Why should You be like a stranger in the land, And like a traveler who turns aside to tarry for a night?...We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness And the iniquity of our fathers, For we have sinned against You.  Do not abhor us, for Your name's sake; Do not disgrace the throne of Your glory. Remember, do not break Your covenant with us.

Teach us as a people to confess our sins and to repent truly.  Teach us to plead for forgiveness on the basis of Your name, Your throne, Your covenant.  For Your own honor do not allow Your people to fall and be despised  in the eyes of men.  Show Your favor to Your people, and through Your people to the world.  “O Lord...what will You do for Your great name?”  (Josh.7:8-9).  Heal the backslidings of Your people; cleanse us and separate us from indifference, idolatry, pride, and self-satisfaction.  Make Your ministers faithful Jeremiahs, weeping and confessing the sins of Your people.  Let them confess their own sins; keep them from self-righteousness when they see such outward immorality and neglect of Your ways.  When we think that we stand, let us take heed, lest we fall (I Cor.10:12), and when we see the sins of others, teach us to say, “There, but for the grace of God, go I.”

JULY 18 - EVENING
Jeremiah 15:2-3 -- "And it shall be, if they say to you, 'Where should we go?' then you shall tell them, 'Thus says the Lord: "Such as are for death, to death; And such as are for the sword, to the sword; And such as are for the famine, to the famine; And such as are for the captivity, to the captivity." And I will appoint over them four forms of destruction," says the Lord: "the sword to slay, the dogs to drag, the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy.” ’

Your sovereign plan includes everything that happens, O Lord, Your judgments and chastisements as well as Your providential blessings.  Show the people of the world that pestilence, sword, famine, and captivity will come as righteous judgments from Your hand to those nations and individuals who disregard Your word.  Cause the peoples of our land to tremble before You.  And cause Your church to recognize and acknowledge Your hand of chastening and repent of its indifference and rebellion.  The curse does not come without cause (Prov.26:2).  “He who leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword (Rev.13:10).  May we not be deceived, O Lord, for You are not mocked (Gal.6:7).

JULY 19 - MORNING
NKJ Jeremiah 15:10-11, 20 -- Woe is me, my mother, That you have borne me, A man of strife and a man of contention to the whole earth!  I have neither lent for interest, Nor have men lent to me for interest. Every one of them curses me.  The Lord said: "Surely it will be well with your remnant; Surely I will cause the enemy to intercede with you In the time of adversity and in the time of affliction....And I will make you to this people a fortified bronze wall; And they will fight against you, But they shall not prevail against you; For I am with you to save you And deliver you," says the Lord.”

We know, O Lord, that in every age Your faithful servants will be regarded as men of strife and contention, even by those for whom they are burdened and earnestly pray; even though Your servants walk sincerely and honestly before their contemporaries.  Let us be prepared, if necessary, to be a stench in the nostrils of those who disregard Your truth.  Humble them, O Lord, not primarily before us, but before You.  Make us fortified walls of bronze, that arrows of criticism and persecution will bounce off us, that those who are Your enemies and ours may fight against us but not prevail over us.  Rescue us from self-pity, from cursing the day of our birth (Jer.20:14; Job 3:1-19).

JULY 19 - EVENING
Jeremiah 15:16, 19 -- Your words were found, and I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; For I am called by Your name, O Lord God of hosts.... Therefore thus says the Lord: "If you return, Then I will bring you back; You shall stand before Me; If you take out the precious from the vile, You shall be as My mouth. Let them return to you, But you must not return to them.”

May Your words be the joy and delight of our hearts, O Lord.   May we be able to truly say, “How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psa.119:103).  Give us a hunger and thirst after the knowledge of Your truth, intellectually and experimentally.  May we receive Your word with meekness and gladness, feed upon it, become saturated with it.  May Your word become so ingrained in the fabric of our lives that the patterns of Scripture become second nature to us in thinking, speaking, and acting.  May we be faithful in reading, meditating upon, and absorbing Your word every day, and teach it diligently to our children.  May Your ministers be faithful in proclaiming Your word on the Lord’s Day.  May they utter what is precious – rare, valuable, and significant, and not what is worthless, as so many do.  May they not utter their own thoughts, ideas, and words, but Yours.  We know that Your words, which are sweet as honey in the mouth, will often make the stomach bitter, because they result in pain as they bring about unwanted change in our own lives and demand unwanted changes in the lives of others (Rev.10: 8-11; Ezek.3: 1-3).   

JULY 20 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 16:1-4 -- The word of the Lord also came to me, saying,  "You shall not take a wife, nor shall you have sons or daughters in this place."  For thus says the Lord concerning the sons and daughters who are born in this place, and concerning their mothers who bore them and their fathers who begot them in this land:  "They shall die gruesome deaths; they shall not be lamented nor shall they be buried, but they shall be like refuse on the face of the earth. They shall be consumed by the sword and by famine, and their corpses shall be meat for the birds of heaven and for the beasts of the earth."

At a later time and in different circumstances, You counseled Your people through Jeremiah, “Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce.  Take wives and have sons and daughters...” (29:6).  But here in these dire circumstances, with Israel facing captivity and exile, the times were like those described by Paul when he warned the Corinthians, “in view of the impending distress, it is well for a person to remain as he is...the appointed time has grown very short...the form of this world is passing away” (I Cor.7:26,29,31).  In both cases,  Jerusalem and the temple were about to be destroyed.  Spare our day and our country such dire judgment, O Lord.  May our day be one in which to be fruitful and multiply” (Gen.1:28).  Call Your own people to self-examination and repentance, beginning with our family and congregation.

JULY 21 - MORNING
Jeremiah 17:5-8 -- Thus says the Lord: "Cursed is the man who trusts in man And makes flesh his strength, Whose heart departs from the Lord.  For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, And shall not see when good comes, But shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, In a salt land which is not inhabited.  Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”

Keep us, O Lord, from putting our ultimate confidence in the arm of flesh – our own, or that of others (Psa.118:8-9).  Give us a realistic, Biblical understanding of the human heart.  Show us how vain it is to depend upon sinful men, as we are prone to do.  We know that in some way and in some degree we must trust others and depend upon our fellow believers, but may we follow only those who are following the example of Christ (I Cor.11:1).  Our Lord Himself did not trust Himself to man because He knew all men and needed no one to bear witness of man; for He Himself knew what was in man (John 2:24-25).  You are our only final authority, O Lord, our only ultimate trust.  Set in our minds this contrast between the stunted dwarfed Juniper tree in the parched places of the wilderness, and the fruitful trees by streams of water.  May we meditate on Your word day and night and bring forth fruit in due season (Psa.1:2-3).  May we be dissatisfied without seeing fruit borne through us.  Forgive us that we have so often been content with fruitlessness (John 15:4,8).

JULY 21 - EVENING
Jeremiah 17:9-10 -- " The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?  I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every man according to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings.”

In the natural man there is no good spiritually and no desire after holiness (I Cor.2:14).  There is much remaining corruption in us, O Lord.  It is only because of Your sovereign love that we have a new nature and have any degree of desire for good.  Remind us each day of the deceitfulness of our own hearts.  Let us be constantly aware of the fact that we are sinners saved by grace, totally dependent upon You for salvation and for growth in grace.  When we think that we stand, let us take heed, lest we fall (I Cor. 1:12).  May your pastors and preachers today faithfully and effectively proclaim to men their lost and hopeless state, so that they will recognize their total inability to change themselves and cast themselves upon Your mercy and call upon You to do for them what they cannot do for themselves (Jer.13:23).  Take away any pride that wells up in our own hearts when we deal with sinners and speak to them concerning their sin.  In particular, may our pastor speak as one sinner to other sinners, as one who is never sure to preach again, and as a dying man to dying men.  Give us discernment today to know good from evil as You see it, as You have revealed it to be, and give us the power to choose the good and resist the evil.

JULY 22 - MORNING
Jeremiah 17:19-23 -- Thus the Lord said to me: "Go and stand in the gate of the children of the people, by which the kings of Judah come in and by which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem; and say to them, 'Hear the word of the Lord, you kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, who enter by these gates. Thus says the Lord: "Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem; nor carry a burden out of your houses on the Sabbath day, nor do any work, but hallow the Sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers. But they did not obey nor incline their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not hear nor receive instruction.’ ”

Move Your messengers today to declare to all men in the marketplace, and especially to Your professing people in the church, Your command to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy (Ex.20:8-11; Deut.5:12-15).  May they faithfully apply this command to the complicated life of our day, and hold before men the blessings of keeping the Lord’s Day as well as the disastrous consequences of disregarding it.  Move Your people to respond to Your word; may they not be like unfaithful Israel in Jeremiah’s time, when they stiffened their necks and refused to receive instruction.  Show Your church and our nation that You are the unchanging God who has established the Sabbath principle as an essential and inescapable part of human life in every age (Gen.2:3; Isa.58:13-14).

JULY 22 - EVENING
Jeremiah 18:3-6 -- Then I went down to the potter's house, and there he was, making something at the wheel.  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make.  Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying:  "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?" says the Lord. "Look, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel!”

The potter has the right over the clay to make out of the same lump one vessel for beauty and honor and another for menial use (Rom.9:21).  We acknowledge, O God, Your sovereign right and power and wisdom and justice.  The whole universe and all its creatures are in Your hands to do with them whatever You will.  Impress upon us the fact that Your all-controlling hand determines the destiny of all that You have made.  In all Your judgments, temporal and eternal, You are entirely righteous.  Your professing church is also in Your hands; if it is unfaithful, You will judge it and cast it aside and raise up a faithful remnant to serve You.  This has been the pattern throughout Scripture and throughout history.  Make Your people what You would have them to be.  Show us that our own lives are in Your hands.  It is only because of Your mercy that You have made us vessels fit for Your service (II Tim.2:20-21).  Enable us by Your grace to say, “Have Thine own way, Lord, have Thine own way.  Thou art the Potter, I am the clay.  Mold me and make me after Thy will, While I am waiting, yielded and still.”

JULY 23 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 19:1-2, 10-11, 15 -- Thus says the Lord: "Go and get a potter's earthen flask, and take some of the elders of the people and some of the elders of the priests.  And go out to the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the Potsherd Gate; and proclaim there the words that I will tell you...Then you shall break the flask in the sight of the men who go with you, and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord of hosts: "Even so I will break this people and this city, as one breaks a potter's vessel, which cannot be made whole again; and they shall bury them in Tophet till there is no place to bury....Behold, I will bring on this city and on all her towns all the doom that I have pronounced against it, because they have stiffened their necks that they might not hear My words.” ' "

May our nation and the church in it be broken of heart in humble repentance, that we will not have to be broken outwardly by Your hand of judgment.  May our own hearts be broken from within, that You will not have to bring affliction and suffering to break us.  May we humble ourselves before we are humbled (I Cor.11:31).  Keep before us continually the truth that, “He who is often reproved, yet stiffens his neck will suddenly be cut off, and that without remedy” (Prov.29:1).

JULY 24 – MORNING
Jeremiah 20:2, 7-9 -- Then Pashhur struck Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high gate of Benjamin, which was by the house of the Lord.... “O Lord, You induced me, and I was persuaded; You are stronger than I, and have prevailed. I am in derision daily; Everyone mocks me.  For when I spoke, I cried out; I shouted, ‘Violence and plunder!’ Because the word of the Lord was made to me A reproach and a derision daily.”  Then I said, "I will not make mention of Him, Nor speak anymore in His name." But His word was in my heart like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, And I could not.

All of Your true ministers know something of this inner compulsion to proclaim Your word, O Lord; may they know far more.  All of Your true people know something of Jeremiah’s reluctance to preach Your word and the desire to run away and be free from the inevitable reproach which Your message brings.  May Your word be “a fire in our bones” which we cannot refrain from speaking.  Give us such zeal for Your name, Your honor, Your truth, Your cause, Your  kingdom, Your word, and Your will, that we cannot withhold Your message, even when we want to, even when there is strong opposition, even when it is met with indifference.  Fill us with holy zeal and passion.  Make Your church faithful to proclaim the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27), warning and judgment as well as comfort and blessing.  May our hearts overflow with Your truth and Your gospel of salvation.  Make Your church steadfast in spite of all opposition.  May zeal for Your house consume us, as it did Christ (John 2:17; Psa.69:9).

JULY 24 - EVENING
Jeremiah 20:14-18 -- Cursed be the day in which I was born! Let the day not be blessed in which my mother bore me!  Let the man be cursed Who brought news to my father, saying, "A male child has been born to you!" Making him very glad.  And let that man be like the cities Which the Lord overthrew, and did not relent; Let him hear the cry in the morning And the shouting at noon,  Because he did not kill me from the womb, That my mother might have been my grave, And her womb always enlarged with me.  Why did I come forth from the womb to see labor and sorrow, That my days should be consumed with shame?

We have known something of this gloom and despondency of Jeremiah, O Lord, as well as something of his compulsion to proclaim Your word.  He wished that he had never been born, when the response of people was so meager and the opposition so great.  When our own hearts are wayward, rebellious, and indifferent, we have wanted to give up and flee; and we have felt bitterness and anger toward You for calling us to be Your witnesses and servants.  Lift us from such depression and show us once again Your great sovereign power and plan.  You do all things well.  There are no mistakes with You.  You are working all things together for our own good and the good of Your people (Rom.8:28).  You are moving all history to the end and goal of Your glory.  Encourage us today with such assurance.

JULY 25 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 21:4, 5, 8, 10, 13 -- 'Thus says the Lord God of Israel: "Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands, with which you fight against the king of Babylon and the Chaldeans who besiege you outside the walls; and I will assemble them in the midst of this city.  I Myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger and fury and great wrath.... Now you shall say to this people, 'Thus says the Lord: "Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of death....For I have set My face against this city for adversity and not for good," says the Lord. "It shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire." '... " Behold, I am against you, O inhabitant of the valley, And rock of the plain," says the Lord, "Who say, 'Who shall come down against us? Or who shall enter our dwellings?' ”

Nothing is more frightening than the thought of Your fighting against anyone, particularly against those people who are called by Your name.  The opposition of the Babylonians, or of a thousand fierce enemies, is nothing in comparison with having You as an adversary.  Let us be very sure that we side with You – then no enemy should be frightening to us.  Cause Your people in this day to see clearly the alternatives You have set before us: life and death, blessing and curse (Deut.30:19).  Why should we choose death and curse, when life and blessing are set before us?  “If it had not been the Lord who was on our side....when men rose up against us, then they would have been swallowed up alive” (Psa 124:1-3).

JULY 26 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 22:8-9 -- "And many nations will pass by this city; and everyone will say to his neighbor, 'Why has the Lord done so to this great city?'  Then they will answer, 'Because they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord their God, and worshiped other gods and served them.' "

Spare us, Your sinful people, O Lord.  Let not Your enemies look in triumph on Your church.  Cause it to arise and forsake its sin and return to You and be healed.  We pray this for our own congregation, for our denomination, and for the whole church of our day.  Hold before us this warning and the example of Your ancient people Judah.  Bring about new life.  Revive us again; do for us what we cannot do for ourselves.  Give us faithfulness to Your covenant.  What could be more frightening than the thought of being in covenant with the true and living God and then breaking that covenant?  It would be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah, who were never in covenant with You (Matt.11:20-24).  Enable us to set before our own family and congregation the great danger of covenant breaking.

JULY 27 - MORNING
Jeremiah 23:1, 4, 11, 21-22 -- "Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!" says the Lord...."I will set up shepherds over them who will feed them; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they be lacking," says the Lord...." For both prophet and priest are profane; Yes, in My house I have found their wickedness," says the Lord...." I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran. I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.  But if they had stood in My counsel, And had caused My people to hear My words, Then they would have turned them from their evil way And from the evil of their doings.”

When leaders among Your people are not godly and do not proclaim Your word faithfully, what disastrous consequences follow.  Remove faithless shepherds in our own day and make their words of no avail, those who speak visions from their own minds, and not from the mouth of the Lord, who say continually to those who despise the word of the Lord, “It shall be well with you,” and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, “no evil shall befall you” (23:16-17).  Guard us, O Lord, from their subtle influence and from the temptation to speak smooth things acceptable to rebellious men  Guard us from the temptation to comfort those who ought to be disturbed (Isa.30:10-11).

JULY 27 - EVENING
Jeremiah 23:5-6 -- " Behold, the days are coming," says the Lord, "That I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper, And execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.  In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely; Now this is His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

In contrast to the false shepherds who do not tend Your flock or care for Your people, the Chief Shepherd is set before us – the Righteous Branch, the Lord our Righteousness, Jesus, Who rules and guides in complete wisdom, power, and truth.  Your undershepherds today must consider themselves weak and ignorant in comparison to Christ, and praise You for Him, their example and their own Shepherd (I Pet.5:1-5).  May Your elders be faithful and true shepherds, following His example and under His authority.  Anoint them, this day and this week, with power, clarity, and urgency, to proclaim Him and His unsearchable riches, and His glorious gospel (Eph.3:8).  May only Your truth go forth from their mouths.  In Christ’s name and power may they feed, lead, protect, and have fellowship with Your chosen people, the flock of the Lord (Psa.23:2-5).  May all who lead Your people be godly men who walk in close communion with You and fear to substitute their own message for Yours.  Give courage and consistency.  And give them the respect and obedience of Your people.

JULY 28 - MORNING
Jeremiah 23:23-24, 29 -- " Am I a God near at hand," says the Lord, "And not a God afar off?  Can anyone hide himself in secret places, So I shall not see him?" says the Lord; "Do I not fill heaven and earth?" says the Lord...."Is not My word like a fire?" says the Lord, "And like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”

These verses point so clearly and powerfully to Your sovereignty, O Lord.  You are a God who fills heaven and earth, whose word is like a hammer breaking rock.  All of Your purposes shall be accomplished; not one shall fail (Josh.21:45; 23:14).  None of Your words shall fall void, no word of judgment, no word of salvation.  Your people are saved only because You have given us hearts to know that You are the Lord (24:7).  Prevent us from entertaining small views of You, forgetting Your transcendence or Your immanence, Your omnipresence or omniscience or omnipotence.  Let these great attributes of Yours not be merely words or intellectual concepts to us, but living realities which mold and shape our very life and thinking, our attitudes and actions.  Show us the power of Your word as it goes forth accomplishing that which You please and prospering in the thing to which You send it (Isa.55:11).  Let Your servants preach and teach Your word in the light of the knowledge of this power.

JULY 28 - EVENING
Jeremiah 24:5-7 -- "Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: 'Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge those who are carried away captive from Judah, whom I have sent out of this place for their own good, into the land of the Chaldeans.  For I will set My eyes on them for good, and I will bring them back to this land; I will build them and not pull them down, and I will plant them and not pluck them up.  Then I will give them a heart to know Me, that I am the Lord; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God, for they shall return to Me with their whole heart.’ ”

You have commanded all men to seek You, O Lord (Jer.29:13-14; Isa.55:6; Matt.7:7), and yet they are unable to seek Your face unless You give them hearts to know that You are the Lord, unless You grant them the gifts of faith and repentance.  If anyone turns to You, it is only because You turned them, because You planted them and gave them new hearts (Ezek.36:26) and set Your eyes upon them for good and regarded them as good for the sake of Your Son.  May this realization bring gratitude and boldness and confidence as we proclaim Your word.  Give those who hear the preaching of Your word and the witness of Your people, hearts to know and obey You.  Open their eyes – give them eyes to see and ears to hear.  Give what You command.  And give those who preach and witness responsive hearts ourselves, for they are unable to obey You or serve You apart from Your grace.

JULY 29 - MORNING
Jeremiah 25:3-5 -- "From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, even to this day, this is the twenty-third year in which the word of the Lord has come to me; and I have spoken to you, rising early and speaking, but you have not listened.  And the Lord has sent to you all His servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to hear.  They said, 'Repent now everyone of his evil way and his evil doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord has given to you and your fathers forever and ever.’ ”

Lord, how often Your messengers in every era must feel like Jeremiah, preaching and teaching persistently with little or no response.  They are often like “one who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument,” for the people hear what they say but do not do it (Ezek.33:32).  Let them continually examine their message and their attitude, heart, and life, that the fault may not be in them, but in the offense of the cross (Gal.5:11).  Give them patience, persistence, and humility.  And let it not be said of them that after You have persistently spoken to them by Your word and Spirit, they turned a deaf ear and did not hear.  Deal with pastors and preachers in their own response to the message, and prepare the hearts of those who hear them, that they will eagerly receive Your word and obey it.

JULY 29 - EVENING
Jeremiah 25:8-9, 11-12 -- " Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: 'Because you have not heard My words, behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,' says the Lord, 'and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this land, against its inhabitants, and against these nations all around, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, a hissing, and perpetual desolations....And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.  Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,' says the Lord; 'and I will make it a perpetual desolation.’ ”

Your sovereign decree, the word that goes forth from Your mouth, shall not return to You empty, O Lord, but it shall accomplish that which You please and prosper in the thing to which You send it (Isa.55:11).  Even the pagan kings of Babylon and Assyria were Your “servants.”  You did with them whatever You pleased.  You use whatever instruments You will (Isa.10:5-15; 44:28).  You are not limited by anything.   The days of captivity are known to You beforehand, for You decreed them.  Nothing takes You by surprise.  Give Your people great confidence in Your kingly rule and plan, and cause us to love and obey You from the heart.  Keep us from fearful, timid attempts at serving You, but give us boldness and trust (II Tim.1:7).  Fill us with Your Spirit and use us as willing instruments, not instruments that are cast away after being used.

JULY 30 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 26:2-3, 8-9 -- "Thus says the Lord: 'Stand in the court of the Lord's house, and speak to all the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the Lord's house, all the words that I command you to speak to them. Do not diminish a word.  Perhaps everyone will listen and turn from his evil way, that I may relent concerning the calamity which I purpose to bring on them because of the evil of their doings.' ”...Now it happened, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people seized him, saying, "You will surely die!  Why have you prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying, 'This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without an inhabitant'?" And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the Lord.

Let us not be afraid to proclaim and stand for the whole counsel of God, O Lord, no matter what the consequences (Acts 20:27).  The temptations to soften and water down the message are so subtle.  Give Your messengers wisdom and discernment to apply Your word, Your revelation of Your will, in specific ways to the life of the people.  Give them courage to warn where warning is needed, holding nothing back, regardless of how unpopular it may be, regardless of what the response – or lack of response – may be.  Deliver them, and us, from fear of the faces of men (Jer.1:8).  Give Your church, and our congregation in particular, faithful mouthpieces and messengers.  Let them hear Your word themselves and apply it to their own lives, and move the people of God to respond to the preaching and teaching of the word – willingly, joyfully, zealously, and promptly.

JULY 31 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 27:5-6, 14 -- 'I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are on the ground, by My great power and by My outstretched arm, and have given it to whom it seemed proper to Me. And now I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant; and the beasts of the field I have also given him to serve him…."Therefore do not listen to the words of the prophets who speak to you, saying, 'You shall not serve the king of Babylon,' for they prophesy a lie to you…”

The king’s heart is a stream of water in Your hand, O Lord; You turn it wherever You will (Prov.21:1).  Bring the nations to realize that You are in control, O Lord, to realize that You are the One who by Your great power and outstretched arm have made the earth and give it to whomever seems right in Your sight.  Cause the nations to tremble before You and acknowledge that You alone are God.  Bring Your church to realize that You are in control, for often Your own professing people quake in fear because they do not believe in Your absolute sovereignty and trust in You.  Overthrow the words of false prophets in our day who teach that destruction will not come and that men will not necessarily reap what they have sown (Gal.6:9).  And overthrow the words of false prophets who deny Your sovereignty.  Expose them and shame them.  Protect Your people from them.  Make Your people discerning.  Give Your people such a knowledge of Your word and a hunger for Your word that they will be able to see error clearly for what it is.  May Your ministers faithfully warn about evil men and evil teaching as well as proclaim Your love and mercy toward Your people.  

AUGUST 1 - MORNING
Jeremiah 28:12-14 -- Now the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, after Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying,  "Go and tell Hananiah, saying, 'Thus says the Lord: "You have broken the yokes of wood, but you have made in their place yokes of iron." For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: "I have put a yoke of iron on the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him. I have given him the beasts of the field also." ' "

Men think they can easily remove Your yokes of judgments and commandments by contradicting and opposing Your spokesmen, by ignoring Your word and substituting a false man-made message.  But they only manufacture still stronger yokes.  They dig for themselves pits from which they cannot climb (Prov.26:27; 28:10; Psa.7:15; 57:6).  Give us the grace to submit willing to the yoke of Christ.  His yoke is easy, and His burden is light (Matt.11:28-29).  Even if His yoke involves hardship and grief, it is far less than we deserve, and it is for Your glory and our own good.  Show the people of our day, and especially Your church, the foolishness of resisting Your word.

AUGUST - EVENING
Jeremiah 29:7, 13-14 -- And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the Lord for it; for in its peace you will have peace…. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.  I will be found by you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back from your captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you to the place from which I cause you to be carried away captive.

We are captives of a different kind, O Lord, strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  “The days of our lives are threescore and ten; or even by reason of strength fourscore, yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away” (Psa.90:10).  Our citizenship is in heaven; we look for that city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God (Phil.3:20; Heb.11:10,13).  May we seek the welfare of the place where we now live among the pagan peoples, by proclaiming Your salvation and applying Your word to all of life.  But most of all, may we seek You and find You.  May Your people return from their “exile” of rebellion, indifference, and idolatry, and seek You with all their heart.  Make us true seekers after God; give us the wholehearted desire to know You and draw near to You.  Our hearts are often hard and cold and our love stale.  Give us a fervent love for You and zeal for Your name.  Cause us to seek You this day.  If we are to truly seek You, You must move our souls to seek You (Deut.4:29; Psa.27:8-9; 119:2; 24:6; Prov.8:17; Isa.55:6; Matt.7:7).

AUGUST 2 - MORNING
Jeremiah 30:2-3, 9, 22 -- "Thus speaks the Lord God of Israel, saying: 'Write in a book for yourself all the words that I have spoken to you.  For behold, the days are coming,' says the Lord, 'that I will bring back from captivity My people Israel and Judah,' says the Lord. 'And I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.' …But they shall serve the Lord their God, And David their king, Whom I will raise up for them….You shall be My people, And I will be your God.' "

You did fulfill all Your promises to Israel and Judah, O Lord; You restored them to the land of their fathers, and You brought forth Your Messiah in that land, the One who was of the house and lineage of David, to rule over Your people.  Your Christ is Immanuel, “God with us,” and He fulfills the essence of Your covenant with Your chosen people in all generations (Isa.7:14; Matt.1:23).  In Him the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (John 1:14).  The great theme of Your covenant, “I will be your God,” is fulfilled in Christ.  Let these great truths permeate our thinking and our lives and move Your people to humble, grateful obedience.

AUGUST 2 - EVENING
Jeremiah 31:1, 3-4 -- "At the same time," says the Lord, "I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be My people."…The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: "Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.  Again I will build you, and you shall be rebuilt, O virgin of Israel! You shall again be adorned with your tambourines, And shall go forth in the dances of those who rejoice.”

How amazing that You would restore Israel after all its sin and rebellion, and call it Your own.  This promised return from captivity is an indication of Your great mercy and grace.  Our salvation is also a sign of Your undeserved mercy.  There is no reason in us that You should call us Your people or give us Your covenant promises and bestow Your gifts of faith and repentance.  It is because of Your electing love that we belong to You.  You have set Your love upon us from all eternity and brought us to salvation in time.  We are completely unworthy to stand in such a favored position, but we rejoice in that which we cannot understand.  Give us true joy today as we reflect upon Your everlasting love.  Make Your own people aware of Your initiative and sovereignty in salvation, and make the nations aware that You have called Your church into being and are blessing it.  Let Your people rejoice and praise You before the nations, that our evangelism may be truly doxological.

AUGUST 3 - MORNING
Jeremiah 31:31-34 -- " Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah -- not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord.   But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

You have made that new covenant, that final form of Your unified covenantal dealing with Your people.  It was foreshadowed in the return from captivity, but the coming of Christ and the establishment of His kingdom brought it about (Heb.8:8-12; 10:16-17; Lk.22:20; I Cor.11:25).  This new covenant involved the writing of Your same law upon the hearts of Your people in a new and dynamic way.  Give Your people today, O Lord, the desire and power to obey Your law.  Write it upon our own hearts.  Give us the knowledge of Your law and the understanding and wisdom to apply it, and most of all, the desire to obey it from the heart because we want to please You.  May Your people long for all to know You, from the least to the greatest.  May we call upon Your people everywhere to bow before the authority of Your Son (Psa.2:8).  

AUGUST 3 - EVENING
Jeremiah 31:35-36 --  Thus says the Lord, Who gives the sun for a light by day, The ordinances of the moon and the stars for a light by night, Who disturbs the sea, And its waves roar (The Lord of hosts is His name):  "If those ordinances depart From before Me, says the Lord, Then the seed of Israel shall also cease From being a nation before Me forever."

You have promised that You will never cast off Your inheritance, the people of Your choosing, the church in all ages.  May Your church today, the Israel of God (Gal.6:16), take great comfort in Your promises, and yet not be presumptuous as old covenant Israel was because of its outward physical heritage.  If You did not spare the natural branches, You may not spare us either, if we are unbelieving (Rom.11:21).  Move us to “give diligence to make our calling and election sure,” and then to draw comfort and delight from Your promises and preservation and protection (II Pet.1:10; also Jer.33:20-21, 25-26).  The very order and stability of the universe attest to Your consistency and faithfulness.  “Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest; sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, join with all nature in manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.”  Teach us to trust in You for salvation and for physical sustenance.  

AUGUST 4 - MORNING
Jeremiah 32:2, 9, 14-15 -- For then the king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah's house…."So I bought the field from Hanamel, the son of my uncle who was in Anathoth, and weighed out to him the money -- seventeen shekels of silver.”…'Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: "Take these deeds, both this purchase deed which is sealed and this deed which is open, and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may last many days."  For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: "Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land." '

How difficult it is for sinful people like us to have strong faith in times of great difficulty, O Lord, God of hosts.  How strange Your command to buy property must have seemed, even to Jeremiah, at a time when he was in prison and the Babylonians were at the gate of the city.  Yet Your word is sure.  You can do all of Your holy will.  Nothing surprises You or takes You unaware.  Give us this same willingness to obey You in the face of all human odds and to rest and act upon Your word against all fleshly wisdom.  Give us the courage to act upon Your commands and entrust the future to You.  Thank You for the tokens of Your love and care which You give to Your people.

AUGUST 4 - EVENING
Jeremiah 32:16-17, 26-27; 33:3 -- " Now when I had delivered the purchase deed to Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed to the Lord, saying:  'Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You.’ ”…Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying,  "Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me?…Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.' ”

Forgive us for having such small and inadequate views of You, O Lord, and so little trust in Your power.  Forgive us that we demonstrate so little confidence in You and are so often guilty of a fearful distrust.  We so seldom launch out in bold faith, calling upon You and depending upon You.  Nothing is to hard for You.  Let us fully realize that fact today as we bring to You our problems and obstacles, whether great or small.  Strengthen our faith.  We have not because we ask not.  We ask and receive not because we ask amiss, that we may spend it upon our pleasures (Jas.4:2-3).  Teach us to trust in You more completely, to call out to You more often and in greater confidence.  Fill us with Your Holy Spirit.  Give us the strength necessary to live this day for Your glory.  Remove all wrong thinking, speaking, and acting.

AUGUST 5 - MORNING
Jeremiah 32:37-41 -- 'Behold, I will gather them out of all countries where I have driven them in My anger, in My fury, and in great wrath; I will bring them back to this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely.  They shall be My people, and I will be their God; then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the good of them and their children after them. And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from doing them good; but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they will not depart from Me.  Yes, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will assuredly plant them in this land, with all My heart and with all My soul.'

We rejoice, O God, that You are the initiator and preserver of Your covenant with Your chosen people, and that Your covenant extends to their children and their children’s children (Psa.103: 17-18).  May we not only rejoice in the intellectual knowledge of Your covenant, but seek to obey Your requirements in every detail of life, especially to proclaim Your covenant, with Your deeds and Your requirements, to our children.  O Lord, give Your people today, our congregation, denomination, and the church at large, one heart and one way, that we may fear You forever.  Let it not be necessary that You bring about a great calamity like the captivity in order for us to be turned from lethargy, indifference, idolatry, and rebelliousness.  Call and establish Your chosen people.

AUGUST 5 - EVENING
Jeremiah 33:14-16 -- ' Behold, the days are coming,' says the Lord, 'that I will perform that good thing which I have promised to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah:  In those days and at that time I will cause to grow up to David A Branch of righteousness; He shall execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.  In those days Judah will be saved, And Jerusalem will dwell safely. And this is the name by which she will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.'

Every promise of Yours is sure, O Lord, and every word You utter will be fulfilled (Heb.2:2; Josh.21:45; 23;14; II Pet.1:3-4,19; II Cor.1:20).  You did bring forth a righteous Branch who executed justice and righteousness in the land.  All Scripture points to Jesus Christ Your Son, the righteous Branch, the son of David (Matt.1:16; 20:30), the seed of the woman (Gen.3:15), the Prophet (Deut.18:15,18,19; Acts 2:30; 3:22), our great High Priest (Heb.4:14-15), the One who was lifted up (Num.31:9; Jn.3:14; 12:32-34; 8:28; 19:18), our Joshua (Matt.1:21), our Kinsman Redeemer (Ruth 3:12; 4:14,17), the Lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev.5:5), the Suffering Servant (Isa.52:13; 53:1-12).  Let us see Him wherever we look in Your word, O Lord.  Let Your church long for His reign to be completed and all His enemies finally and completely put under His feet (I Cor.15:25).  Let us apply His law to every area, not only to personal and ecclesiastical affairs, but to every area of life.  Give us a love and appreciation for the great unfolding plan of redemption which You have displayed in Your word in such beauty and symmetry.  

AUGUST 6 - MORNING
Jeremiah 33:20-21, 25-26 -- "Thus says the Lord: 'If you can break My covenant with the day and My covenant with the night, so that there will not be day and night in their season, then My covenant may also be broken with David My servant, so that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and with the Levites, the priests, My ministers….If My covenant is not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth, then I will cast away the descendants of Jacob and David My servant, so that I will not take any of his descendants to be rulers over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will cause their captives to return, and will have mercy on them.' "

Your promise was fulfilled in the sending of the Messiah, the Son of David, to rule over Your chosen people of every generation in an everlasting covenant.  Our hope of salvation, and that of all Your people, rests in the irrevocability of the covenant which You established with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the kingly line of David.  Let Your people not rest one bit of confidence in our own initiative or our ability to keep Your covenant, but only in Your sovereign mercy (Jer.31:35-36).  As we experience the daily consistency of night and day, may it remind us of Your great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

AUGUST 6 - EVENING
Jeremiah 34:17-18, 20 -- " Therefore thus says the Lord: 'You have not obeyed Me in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother and every one to his neighbor. Behold, I proclaim liberty to you,' says the Lord -- 'to the sword, to pestilence, and to famine! And I will deliver you to trouble among all the kingdoms of the earth. And I will give the men who have transgressed My covenant, who have not performed the words of the covenant which they made before Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed between the parts of it -- I will give them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those who seek their life. Their dead bodies shall be for meat for the birds of the heaven and the beasts of the earth.’ ”

Thank You for this reminder that there are terms of the covenant which must be obeyed on our part.  Because of our strong emphasis on Your initiative and sovereignty in establishing Your covenant, we sometimes overlook and under-emphasize the conditions which are laid down.  The obligations of Your covenant are awesome – we cannot keep them in our own strength, and yet they must be kept.  They are conditions that can be kept only by Your grace and power.  You must give what You require.  May this strong warning about the danger of failing to keep Your covenant be ever before us, and may we effectively set it before others (Gen.15:10,17; Lev.25:10).  May Your people heed the warnings as well as the promises of Your word, O Lord.  Let us not be like the false prophets who cried, “Peace, peace,” when there was no peace, nor like those who listened to them (Jer.6:14; 8:11).
AUGUST 7 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 35:16-17 -- "Surely the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, which he commanded them, but this people has not obeyed Me.  Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel: 'Behold, I will bring on Judah and on all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the doom that I have pronounced against them; because I have spoken to them but they have not heard, and I have called to them but they have not answered.' "

You take very seriously our keeping of vows we have made, O Lord.  You commended these Rechabites for keeping the command of their father, even though it was not a necessary vow for them, or any of Your people, to make.  But we have promised to be Your people, in response to the great promises of the covenant.  Continually keep before us the imperative of our obedience, that our commitment to You will not be taken lightly, that we love and obey You not only in word, but in deed and in truth (I Jn.3:18).  Cause us to listen and answer when You call.  Your eyes run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Yourself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to You (II Chron.16:9).  May we be such people.

AUGUST 8 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 36:23-24, 28, 32 -- And it happened, when Jehudi had read three or four columns, that the king cut it with the scribe's knife and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.  Yet they were not afraid, nor did they tear their garments, the king nor any of his servants who heard all these words...."Take yet another scroll, and write on it all the former words that were in the first scroll which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned”....Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who wrote on it at the instruction of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And besides, there were added to them many similar words.

How lightly men take Your word, O Lord.  They disregard it without contrition and even without fear.  When it is strongly urged upon them they often react with hostility and utter rebellion.  So hard and obstinate is the heart of the natural man that we cannot move it by our words, unless Your Spirit comes in convincing, convicting, converting power to change the heart of stone to a heart of flesh (Ezek.36:26).  Give us a holy dread of discarding Your words, O Lord, whether in a stubborn outward way or in a subtle ignoring of Your truth and indifference to it.  Raise up a company of men in our generation who will faithfully and effectively convey Your word to Your people and to all men, even to those who stubbornly rebel against You and seek to destroy Your word – even to powerful men in a position to harm Your messengers.  Let faithful men even “take another scroll” when men cast aside the first.  Cause the people of our day to tremble at Your word (Isa.66:2).  Open their eyes to see that it is Your very word they scorn, and that to scorn it is to scorn You.

AUGUST 9 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 37:16-17 -- When Jeremiah entered the dungeon and the cells, and Jeremiah had remained there many days,  then Zedekiah the king sent and took him out. The king asked him secretly in his house, and said, "Is there any word from the Lord?" And Jeremiah said, "There is." Then he said, "You shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon!"

We thank You, O God, that You have not left Yourself without a witness (Acts 14:17), that You have not left men to grope in the dark concerning Your ways and Your will, but have given a more sure word of prophecy (II Pet.1:19).  You are not a God who is silent, but one Who has revealed Himself and His will.  Modern man would like to convince Himself that there is no clear word from God.  Give Your servants today the boldness to announce that You have spoken decisively.  Enable them to clearly declare Your word to this crooked and perverse generation (Phil. 2:15), even when that word is a word of judgment and condemnation.  We are not to devise our own message or method, but to faithfully deliver that which has been entrusted to us.  Keep Your servants faithful when the gospel is “out of season” (II Tim.4:2) and its application difficult and unpleasant, and when many are rejecting it.  Let them not fear the faces of men (Jer.1:8), even those men who are in positions of authority and power.  As we have opportunity to witness today, and as Your word is authoritatively declared on the Lord’s Day, may our ringing affirmation be: “Is there any word from the Lord?  There is!”

AUGUST 10 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 38:19-22 -- And Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, "I am afraid of the Jews who have defected to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they abuse me."  But Jeremiah said, "They shall not deliver you. Please, obey the voice of the Lord which I speak to you. So it shall be well with you, and your soul shall live.  But if you refuse to surrender, this is the word that the Lord has shown me:  'Now behold, all the women who are left in the king of Judah's house shall be surrendered to the king of Babylon's princes, and those women shall say: "Your close friends have set upon you And prevailed against you; Your feet have sunk in the mire, And they have turned away again." ’ ”

The consequences of disobeying Your word are never apparent beforehand to sinful hardened hearts, O Lord.  So many are like Zedekiah, whose only concern was for his own skin.  Yet in putting himself and his own safety first, he lost even that and suffered greatly.  He reaped what he had sown (Gal.6:7).  In such circumstances let us be Jeremiahs who do not hold back any word from the Lord.  Give Your church preachers who proclaim Your word with boldness and clarity.  Melt the hearts of men; enable them to believe and obey.  Give Your church faithful Ebed-Melechs who will stand beside Your pastors and plead their case as they seek to set forth Your case before men.  Prevent them from trusting in deceitful men as Zedekiah did.  May we rest content knowing that the future is not hid from You, and that You know what would come to pass under every supposed circumstance.  

AUGUST 11 – MORNING
Jeremiah 39:4-7 -- So it was, when Zedekiah the king of Judah and all the men of war saw them, that they fled and went out of the city by night, by way of the king's garden, by the gate between the two walls. And he went out by way of the plain.  But the Chaldean army pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho. And when they had captured him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he pronounced judgment on him.  Then the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes in Riblah; the king of Babylon also killed all the nobles of Judah.  Moreover he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and bound him with bronze fetters to carry him off to Babylon.

What a pathetic figure Zedekiah is – a man with many opportunities, who often heard the word of God and even at times asked to hear it.  But he feared the faces of men and considered it too great a risk to put His trust in Your word (Jer.1:8).   Deliver us from the weak compromises of Zedekiah and from his pitiful end.  Let us fear only You and ultimately trust only You.  Keep our nation and particularly Your church from trifling with You and Your word, trying to “cover all the bases,” and refusing to put all hope and confidence in You alone.  Even today, we know that we will be tempted to fear, to compromise, to distrust, and to disobey.  Undertake for us, O Lord, that we will be bold, courageous, and faithful Jeremiahs.

AUGUST 11 - EVENING
Jeremiah 39:16-18 -- "Go and speak to Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, saying, 'Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: "Behold, I will bring My words upon this city for adversity and not for good, and they shall be performed in that day before you.  But I will deliver you in that day," says the Lord, "and you shall not be given into the hand of the men of whom you are afraid.  For I will surely deliver you, and you shall not fall by the sword; but your life shall be as a prize to you, because you have put your trust in Me," says the Lord.' "

What a comfort You give to each of Your people, as You comforted Ebed-Melech through Jeremiah on this occasion, that in the day of judgment we shall be spared.  You have promised as well, O Lord, to spare our physical lives as long as You have work for us to do upon the earth.  None shall snatch us out of Your hand (Jn.10:28).  You are with us, and no man shall attack us to harm us, for You have Your chosen people in every place whom You must bring to Yourself (Acts 18:10; Jn.10:16).  A thousand may fall at our side, and ten thousand at Your right hand; but it shall not come near us...for You will give Your angels charge over us, to keep us in all our ways, lest we dash our foot against a stone (Psa.91:7,11).

AUGUST 12 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 40:4, 6 -- "And now look, I free you this day from the chains that were on your hand. If it seems good to you to come with me to Babylon, come, and I will look after you. But if it seems wrong for you to come with me to Babylon, remain here. See, all the land is before you; wherever it seems good and convenient for you to go, go there."...Then Jeremiah went to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, to Mizpah, and dwelt with him among the people who were left in the land.

Often there are choices to be made without specific revelation, and the alternatives are not absolutely clear to us: there are advantages and disadvantages to each choice.  Enable us to make wise decisions based on the principles of Your word,  O Lord.  Give us godly wisdom (Jas.1:5-8) to make wise decisions, and such a close walk with You, such a desire for Your glory and the good of Your people, such a knowledge of the truth of Scripture, that we will make the best choices.  Guard us from failing to take counsel of the Lord (Josh.9:14) or failing to spread our affairs before You (Isa.37:14) and imploring You to see and act according to Your will (Matt.26: 39).  We know that as sinful people we will always make mistakes and make choices we regret, but keep us, O Lord, from craving new revelations, and keep on a straight and level and Biblical path for Your glory.

AUGUST 13 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 40:13-14; 41:2 – Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces that were in the fields came to Gedaliah at Mizpah,  and said to him, “Do you certainly know that Baalis the king of the Ammonites has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to murder you?” But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam did not believe them....Then Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men who were with him, arose and struck Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the sword, and killed him whom the king of Babylon had made governor over the land.

Give us a proper balance, O Lord, between being distrusting and overly suspicious on the one hand, and naïve and credulous on the other hand.  May we, like our Savior, not trust ourselves to men, because we know what is in men (John 2:24).  Let us use caution and heed the warnings of those who are concerned with for our well-being and Your glory.  Yet we know that we must trust in some men and rely upon their help and godly advice.  Give us the gift of discernment and the wisdom that is from above, that is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty and insincerity (Jas.3:17; 1:5-8).   

AUGUST 14 - MORNING
Jeremiah 42:5-6 – So they said to Jeremiah, “Let the Lord be a true and faithful witness between us, if we do not do according to everything which the Lord your God sends us by you.  Whether it is pleasing or displeasing, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God to whom we send you, that it may be well with us when we obey the voice of the Lord our God.”

These words sound so pious; yet let us tremble to think that the men who made this bold declaration immediately disobeyed when Jeremiah declared, “Thus says the Lord,” and they were given a clear command from the lips of Your prophet not to flee to Egypt.  Let us, as we think that we stand, take heed, lest we fall (I Cor.10:12).  Give us a willingness to obey Your voice in all that You say, whether it seems pleasant or difficult.  May those to whom You send the word welcome it, not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God (I Thess.2:13).  May they hear with fear and trembling because the word comes from You.  Give to Your messengers a sense of awe, of fear and trembling, as they prepare and preach, that they will be aware how great this task is, and what a privilege and responsibility is entrusted to them.  Let them warn, both in preaching and in counseling, against presumption, false profession, and boastfulness.  Guard us all against double-mindedness, against professing to want to hear Your word, yet disobeying it when it contradicts our desires and presuppositions (Jas.1:6-8).

AUGUST 14 - EVENING
Jeremiah 42:10-11, 19 -- 'If you will still remain in this land, then I will build you and not pull you down, and I will plant you and not pluck you up. For I relent concerning the disaster that I have brought upon you.  Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom you are afraid; do not be afraid of him,' says the Lord, 'for I am with you, to save you and deliver you from his hand’....The Lord has said concerning you, O remnant of Judah, 'Do not go to Egypt!' Know certainly that I have admonished you this day.

Your people should not fear, O Lord, no matter what the circumstances in which they find themselves – even when we are in a position of subjugation to the kingdoms of the world from an external standpoint, and seem weak and helpless and without hope.  Nevertheless, we are in Your hand.  Let us obey You explicitly and not run to Egypt or turn to the world’s help for deliverance.  Teach us dependence upon You through the difficult circumstances which we suffer.  So often we want to try to trust in You, but also to be sure that we “have all the bases covered,”  that all contingencies are provided for.  But often You do not allow us to see any way out at all.  Give us confidence that You will build up and not pull down, plant and not pluck up.  Remind us continually that in Christ’s incarnation, death, resurrection and ascension, “the kingdoms of the world have become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev.11:15).  

AUGUST 15 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 43:10-11 – ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will send and bring Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will set his throne above these stones that I have hidden. And he will spread his royal pavilion over them.  When he comes, he shall strike the land of Egypt and deliver to death those appointed for death, and to captivity those appointed for captivity, and to the sword those appointed for the sword.” ’

You are sovereign in all the affairs of men, O God.  Even Nebuchadnezzar may be called Your servant, though at this point he does not know You or consciously or willingly serve You.  You pinpoint exactly where he will set his throne.  Show us as Your people that You are our only refuge and strength (Psa.46:1).  Let us not flee to Egypt for refuge, for nothing, and no one, in the world can protect us and make us secure.  Our only security must be in trusting and obeying You our God.  Some earthly alliances and hopes seem so stable and secure; and yet they may fall in a moment and be utterly overthrown.  Open our eyes to see the instability of all reliance upon men and Your infinite stability and control.

AUGUST 16 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 44:15-17 – Then all the men who knew that their wives had burned incense to other gods, with all the women who stood by, a great multitude, and all the people who dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying:  “As for the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the Lord, we will not listen to you!  But we will certainly do whatever has gone out of our own mouth, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we have done, we and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For then we had plenty of food, were well-off, and saw no trouble.”

How blind people can be in their evaluation of cause and effect, when they ignore the revelation of Your word, O Lord!  These people of Judah were prospering when they were burning incense to the queen of heaven.  They did not reap Your immediate judgment, and therefore they foolishly concluded that their course was the right and proper one.  They did not realize that we reap “in due season” (Gal.6:7-9) and that Your judgments take time and that Your patience is long.  And the husbands of these foolish women did not exercise spiritual leadership over their wives.  Open our eyes to see the consequence of disobedience.

AUGUST 17 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 45:2-5 -- "Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch:  'You said, "Woe is me now! For the Lord has added grief to my sorrow. I fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest." ' Thus you shall say to him, 'Thus says the Lord: "Behold, what I have built I will break down, and what I have planted I will pluck up, that is, this whole land.  And do you seek great things for yourself? Do not seek them; for behold, I will bring adversity on all flesh," says the Lord. "But I will give your life to you as a prize in all places, wherever you go." ' "

May these words to Baruch be a message to us also, O Lord.  Let us not seek great things for ourselves: riches, fame, status.  But let us seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness, and rest content with whatever else You may give us (Matt.6:33).  Let us seek those things which are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God (Col3:1).  Let us make our chief end to glorify God and to enjoy You forever.  Let us expect great things from God and attempt great things for God, but let us also lose our lives that we may find them (Mk.8:35).  If we have food and clothing, with these let us be content (I Tim.6:8).  In the time of great upheaval, Your servants should be grateful just to be alive and to be able to proclaim Your message.  Give us the grace to humble ourselves and submit all our plans and ambitions to You. 

AUGUST 18 – MORNING and EVENING
Jeremiah 46:27-28 -- " But do not fear, O My servant Jacob, And do not be dismayed, O Israel! For behold, I will save you from afar, And your offspring from the land of their captivity; Jacob shall return, have rest and be at ease; No one shall make him afraid.  Do not fear, O Jacob My servant," says the Lord, "For I am with you; For I will make a complete end of all the nations To which I have driven you, But I will not make a complete end of you. I will rightly correct you, For I will not leave you wholly unpunished."

In the midst of the clash of the mighty nations of Assyria and Egypt, Your people Israel could rest secure as they trusted in You.  But they could not let down their guard in the fight against sin, for they would be sorely chastened if they did.  May Your people today be peaceful and secure with respect to enemies, yet alert and watchful against sin.  Our hope is in Your promise that You will never leave us or forsake Your true people (Heb.13:5).  You overthrow our enemies, even those which You have used to chasten us.  Hasten the day when Your word will spread and conquer all the nations.  Call Your church to faithfulness in discipling the nations.  May we echo Your cry, “Go up to Gilead and take balm, O virgin daughter of Egypt!  In vain you have used many medicines; there is no healing for you” (46:11).  Let us also take warning that we ourselves will be chastened in just measure for our own sin.  “Whom the Lord loves, He chastens” (Heb.12:6).  Let us accept Your discipline and grow by it.

AUGUST 19 - MORNING
Jeremiah 48:7-8, 29 -- For because you have trusted in your works and your treasures, You also shall be taken. And Chemosh shall go forth into captivity, His priests and his princes together.  And the plunderer shall come against every city; No one shall escape. The valley also shall perish, And the plain shall be destroyed, As the Lord has spoken...."We have heard the pride of Moab (He is exceedingly proud), Of his loftiness and arrogance and pride, And of the haughtiness of his heart."

Your word declares the overthrow and destruction of all nations that oppose You and Your people, and the overthrow of all false gods.  Give us confidence, O Lord, in Your final victory as we struggle in the midst of the battle with sin and with man-made philosophy.  May we understand and experience the fact that “the weapons of our warfare are not worldly but have divine power to destroy strongholds.  We destroy arguments and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God and take every thought captive to obey Christ” (II Cor.10:4-5).  Warn Your people to keep ourselves from idols (I Jn.5:21), even from the most subtle forms of idolatry.

AUGUST 19 - EVENING
Jeremiah 48:46-47 – “Woe to you, O Moab! The people of Chemosh perish; For your sons have been taken captive, And your daughters captive.   Yet I will bring back the captives of Moab In the latter days," says the Lord. Thus far is the judgment of Moab.

Give us the conviction and the compassion of a Jeremiah, O Lord, to cry out against the pride and arrogance of those who defy You, and at the same time to weep over them and long for their restoration.  Let us be clear and uncompromising in denouncing that which is evil, and yet compassionate and concerned for those who are opposing themselves and their own best interests.  Let us desire most of all Your own glory, and long that all men everywhere may acknowledge Your greatness.  What an amazing statement we see here – that even the fortunes of Moab would be restored in the latter days.  In the new covenant, people of every nation and tribe and tongue would acknowledge You and bow before Your throne.  “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall worship before You.  For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and He rules over the nations” (Psa.22:27-28).

AUGUST 20 - MORNING
Jeremiah 49:14-16 -- I have heard a message from the Lord, And an ambassador has been sent to the nations: "Gather together, come against her, And rise up to battle!   For indeed, I will make you small among nations, Despised among men.  Your fierceness has deceived you, The pride of your heart, O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock, Who hold the height of the hill! Though you make your nest as high as the eagle, I will bring you down from there," says the Lord.

Edom thought she was secure because of her strategic position, because Petra was “in the clefts of the rock.”  Yet no one who rebels against You is safe, O Lord, and no one who opposes Your chosen people.  Let all who exalt themselves like Edom and its capital hear this message.  May they hear it through the lips of Your messengers and Your people today.  And may Your people take comfort as they hear of the overthrow of all who exalt themselves against our God.  You Yourself are our only true refuge.  “Rock of Ages, cleft for me; let me hide myself in Thee.”  We are so tempted to put our trust in physical might and armed military power or political or intellectual strength – or to be intimidated by them.  Give us a simple, basic trust in You and in Your word and power (Zech.4:6; I Cor.1:18-31; Jer.9:23-24).  

AUGUST 20 – EVENING
Jeremiah 50:1-3 – The word that the Lord spoke against Babylon and against the land of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet.  “Declare among the nations, Proclaim, and set up a standard; Proclaim – do not conceal it – Say, ‘Babylon is taken, Bel is shamed. Merodach is broken in pieces; Her idols are humiliated, Her images are broken in pieces.’  For out of the north a nation comes up against her, Which shall make her land desolate, And no one shall dwell therein. They shall move, they shall depart, Both man and beast.”

We thank You that Your word so clearly proclaims the overthrow of all Your enemies, O God.  Your people so often tremble and are discouraged because of the giants that surround us – intellectual, academic, political, economic, and even ecclesiastical giants.  But they shall stumble and fall.  Give us renewed confidence and zeal.  Open our eyes to see that even seemingly invincible Babylon fell headlong.  You raised up another nation to cast her down.  You are able to do Your will among the hosts of heaven as well as among the inhabitants of the earth, and none is able to stay Your hand, or say to You, “What are You doing?” (Dan.4:35).  Remind us that those who profess to be Your people may become a “Babylon” (Rev. 18:2,24).

AUGUST 21 - MORNING
Jeremiah 50:4-5 -- " In those days and in that time," says the Lord, "The children of Israel shall come, They and the children of Judah together; With continual weeping they shall come, And seek the Lord their God.  They shall ask the way to Zion, With their faces toward it, saying, 'Come and let us join ourselves to the LORD In a perpetual covenant That will not be forgotten.' ”

The return from captivity must have been a glorious time in the history of Israel, a time of renewal and  confession, a time for recognizing You as the only Deliverer.  It surely pointed to the Messianic Age and the deliverance of Your people by Your Son.  It points, also, to the future restoration of Your church in splendor and commitment.  The covenant is a perpetual covenant. Revive Your people in our own day, O Lord!  Use whatever means are necessary to shake us from our complacency and self-satisfaction, our indifference and sin.  Hasten the day when the gospel will spread and have success throughout the earth.  So move in the hearts and lives of those who profess to be Your people that they will come together, weeping over their sins, seeking Your face, asking the way to Zion, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, desiring to enter into covenant with You (Psa.126; Matt.5:6).  Give Your people, particularly as we assemble for worship, a taste of Your victory.  Let us rejoice together and sing of Your greatness, Who restored Israel and will restore Your people today.  Humble our nation before You and call it to enter into covenant with You.  

AUGUST 21 - EVENING
Jeremiah 50:18-20 -- Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: "Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, As I have punished the king of Assyria.  But I will bring back Israel to his home, And he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan; His soul shall be satisfied on Mount Ephraim and Gilead.  In those days and in that time," says the Lord, "The iniquity of Israel shall be sought, but there shall be none; And the sins of Judah, but they shall not be found; For I will pardon those whom I preserve.”

You judge those who seek to destroy Your chosen people, O Lord, even those whom You use as instruments of judgment upon Your own nation.  Make the church responsive to Your chastisements; humble it, bring it into submission by Your word and Spirit, and by Your mighty acts of providence.  May we long to have our sins purged away.  As we contemplate the fact that we have been saved once-and-for-all from the penalty of sin, may we be pressing on and persevering in godliness, being saved from the power of sin, and longing for that day when we will be saved finally and completely from the very presence of sin, that day when iniquity shall be sought among Your people, and none shall be found.

AUGUST 22 - MORNING
Jeremiah 50:35-38 -- " A sword is against the Chaldeans," says the Lord, "Against the inhabitants of Babylon, And against her princes and her wise men.  A sword is against the soothsayers, and they will be fools. A sword is against her mighty men, and they will be dismayed.  A sword is against their horses, Against their chariots, And against all the mixed peoples who are in her midst; And they will become like women. A sword is against her treasures, and they will be robbed.  A drought is against her waters, and they will be dried up. For it is the land of carved images, And they are insane with their idols.”

How are the mighty fallen!  (II Sam.1:19,25,27).  All who exalt themselves against You shall be overthrown and brought low, O Lord.  All those who oppose Your people – even as Your instruments of judgment – shall ultimately be cast down.  Purge Your people from our sins, and deliver us from our enemies, O Lord, for Your glory and the progress of Your kingdom.  Let our turning to You not be a superficial worldly response to relieve ourselves of trouble and oppression, but a whole-hearted repentance and seeking of Your face (II Cor.7:10).  Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, nor the mighty man in his might, nor the rich man in his riches – for wisdom, power, and riches will be destroyed.  But let us glory in You alone (Jer.9:23-24; I Cor.1:26-29).  

AUGUST 22 - EVENING
Jeremiah 51:11, 17-19 -- Make the arrows bright! Gather the shields! The Lord has raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes. For His plan is against Babylon to destroy it, Because it is the vengeance of the Lord, The vengeance for His temple....Everyone is dull-hearted, without knowledge; Every metalsmith is put to shame by the carved image; For his molded image is falsehood, And there is no breath in them.  They are futile, a work of errors; In the time of their punishment they shall perish.  The Portion of Jacob is not like them, For He is the Maker of all things; And Israel is the tribe of His inheritance. The Lord of hosts is His name.

Even the Babylonians and the Medes are in Your hand and are part of Your sovereign plan, O Lord.  No nation, no matter how formidable, can thwart Your plan or frustrate Your purposes.  Even though Your people are chastened and judged by others, ultimately You will bring about Your perfect justice and uphold Your people.  Purge us from sin and rebellion, subdue us to Yourself, rule and defend us, and restrain, judge and conquer all Your enemies and our enemies.  All imitation and counterfeit gods must fall before the only true and living God.  Cause the nations to see that undivided praise and obedience is due to You.  Cause the people of our land and the people of the world to forsake their idols and call upon You alone for salvation.  Let Your church faithfully proclaim Your truth throughout the whole earth.

AUGUST 23 - MORNING
Jeremiah 51:44-45, 49, 54-55 – “I will punish Bel in Babylon, And I will bring out of his mouth what he has swallowed; And the nations shall not stream to him anymore. Yes, the wall of Babylon shall fall.  My people, go out of the midst of her! And let everyone deliver himself from the fierce anger of the Lord....As Babylon has caused the slain of Israel to fall, So at Babylon the slain of all the earth shall fall....The sound of a cry comes from Babylon, And great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans,  Because the Lord is plundering Babylon And silencing her loud voice....”

Babylon, both in the Old and New Testaments, stands for the arch-enemy of Your people and of the Lord Himself.  The announcement of her overthrow means that You reign on the earth as well as in heaven.  You will always vindicate Your righteousness and put Your stamp of approval on Your own, as weak and sinful as we are.  Babylon seemed so powerful and indestructible, and yet she was utterly destroyed.  Our Babylons seem immense and foreboding.  Let Your people not be intimidated by them but remember that they are in Your hands to do with them whatever You please.  You executed judgment upon all the gods of Egypt (Ex.12:12), and You executed judgment upon all the gods of Babylon, snatching Your people from their mouths.  Against all false gods in our own day – and in our own lives – execute judgment, O God!

AUGUST 23 - EVENING
Jeremiah 52:10, 11, 13 -- Then the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes. And he killed all the princes of Judah in Riblah....He also put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of Babylon bound him in bronze fetters, took him to Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death....He burned the house of the Lord and the king's house; all the houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the great, he burned with fire.

Oh the awful consequences of disobedience to You, O God!  Set clearly before our eyes the inevitable disaster which follows rebellion against You and Your revealed will. Show the people of our land how disastrous is the course upon which we have embarked, to set up man’s autonomous rule in the place of Your kingship.  Set before civil and church rulers the horrible example of Zedekiah, who heard Your word over and over again, but ignored and rejected it.  Set before the people of our nation and the people of Your church the horrible example of Judah – a nation with so many advantages and blessings, yet a nation which turned its back on You and received the kind of leadership it deserved and the judgment it deserved.  Show us that if You did not spare the natural branches You might not spare us either (Rom.11: 21).  Set the warnings of Jeremiah before us today!
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