NOVEMBER 9  -  MORNING and EVENING
Joel 1:4, 15, 17-18 -- What the chewing locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; What the swarming locust left, the crawling locust has eaten; And what the crawling locust left, the consuming locust has eaten....Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is at hand…The seed shrivels under the clods, Storehouses are in shambles; Barns are broken down, For the grain has withered.  How the animals groan! The herds of cattle are restless, Because they have no pasture; Even the flocks of sheep suffer punishment.

This picture of devastation by devouring locusts is a frightening warning of Your judgment against sin, O Lord.  Cause us to react with fear and trembling when we see the result of sin and when we understand Your holiness that demands the punishment of sin.  Open the eyes of men, and especially the people of our nation, to see what temporal and eternal judgments fall upon those who forsake God.  Let us see Your hand of judgment in all the “natural calamities” which come upon us.  May economic crises bring men to question the moral foundation and fabric of our society and turn to Your word and its patterns as the only adequate basis for man’s life.  May Your messengers faithfully warn and faithfully present the alternatives to judgment, as Joel did.

NOVEMBER 10  -  MORNING
Joel 2:11-13 -- The Lord gives voice before His army, For His camp is very great; For strong is the One who executes His word. For the day of the Lord is great and very terrible; Who can endure it?  " Now, therefore," says the Lord, "Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning."  So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the Lord your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm.

Your judgments are terrible, O Lord, and all deserved.  Yet You are longsuffering and compassionate, ready to receive, heal, and forgive.  It is only because of Your gracious nature of that we are able to come before You in prayer or in life.  Receive us because of Your promise, Your mercy, Your Son.  Give true repentance and sensitivity to sin.  Send an awakening upon Your people in our own day.  Give Your people hearts that plead for revival and reformation.  Keep us from superficial outer feelings and actions that blind us to our need for God-ward grief over sin.  May our own sorrow over sin not merely grow out of the consequences of sin, but may we sorrow because we have grieved Your Holy Spirit.  We praise You that You are merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love (Psa.103:8).  When judgments come, let us see them as “the day of the Lord” and repent.

NOVEMBER 10  -  EVENING
Joel 2:28-29 -- " And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions.  And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.”

Your Holy Spirit has been poured out in this amazing way upon Your church, O God, on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14-21).  And yet we so seldom appear to be a church anointed with power from on high, turning the world upside down (Acts 17:6).  Apart from Your Spirit, Your church is without power, and all its ministry is doomed to failure – no matter how outwardly prosperous it may be.  Fill Your church with the Holy Spirit and power, O Lord, in this time and in this place!  Cause Your church to be dissatisfied as long as we are not faithfully testifying to Your gospel.  May this be true of each of us personally.  If it is Your will, prosper us materially that we may serve You better.  But whether or not Your will is for our material blessing, we plead with You for the power, blessing, and filling of Your Holy Spirit.  Let us not be dissatisfied with anything less that Your power and effective service for Your glory.  Especially cause the officers of our own congregation to be men who are dissatisfied with anything less than faithfulness to Your word in every area.  Move us to plead with You daily, seek Your face, cry out to You for blessing upon Your church.  Give true sorrow for sin and true turning from sin.

NOVEMBER 11  -  MORNING
Joel 2:30-32 -- "And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.  The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord.  And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, As the Lord has said, Among the remnant whom the Lord calls.”

These great signs, sun, moon, and stars being darkened, are symbols of the fall of great world powers and upheavals among the nations (Joel 2:10; 3:15; Acts 2:14-21).  “The day of the Lord” points to that final great day when You shall judge the nations and vindicate Your true people.  When Christ appeared, that day had come.  The great image of the world’s kingdoms was smashed, and the kingdom of God appeared in its fullness.  Yet that kingdom must grow until it becomes a great mountain and fills the whole earth (Dan.2:35; Rev.11:15).  Give Your church the power to proclaim that the day of the Lord has come, is coming, and will come (Matt.6:10).  Give us the power to command men everywhere to call upon the name of the Lord and be saved (Acts 17:30-31).  Awaken Your people to the reality of the new creation, the new heavens and earth, the new Jerusalem (Isa.65:17; 66:22; II Pet.3:13; Rev.21:1-2,10; Heb.12:22-24; Gal.4:26; Rev.3:12). Since we have received a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear (Heb.12:28).

NOVEMBER 11  -  EVENING
Joel 3:13-16 -- Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress is full, The vats overflow -- For their wickedness is great.  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.  The sun and moon will grow dark, And the stars will diminish their brightness.  The Lord also will roar from Zion, And utter His voice from Jerusalem; The heavens and earth will shake; But the Lord will be a shelter for His people, And the strength of the children of Israel.

You have come in judgment periodically upon the nations and upon Your own people, O God.  You have revealed that all of these temporal judgments shall culminate in the one great day of judgment for the whole earth.  A day of reckoning is coming for Your enemies, for all who oppress Your people.  Cause Your people to be ready for whatever judgment falls, whether temporal or final (I Pet.4:17).  Enable us to stand in the day of the Lord by relying upon You and fleeing to You for refuge.  May the knowledge of Your judging the nations greatly comfort Your people when we are persecuted.  May we flee to You as our only refuge and strength and trust in Your promises.  Give the church of our day courage in the face of opposition and indifference, as we realize that Your kingdom shall come and Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven (Matt.6:10).
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