NOVEMBER 22  -  MORNING and EVENING
Jonah 1:1-3 -- Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,  "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me."  But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.

May we not be so foolish as to seek to flee from You, O God, or from the tasks You have given us to do.  How often we turn away from what is difficult and seek any alternative to doing what is clearly Your will.  It is especially difficult to confront those who are in sin and call upon them to repent, especially those who are very wicked outwardly and hostile to Your truth.  Jonah’s lack of  evangelistic zeal is a problem in every age of the history of Your church, and it is certainly a problem in the church today, in our own congregation, and in our own hearts.  How often we would rather flee from Your presence than to do Your will, which seems difficult and distasteful.  Give us power to overcome our rebellious inclinations.  You are the omnipresent God, and none can really flee from Your presence (Psa.139:7-10).  Keep us from fleeing in heart from Your will.  Forgive us for our own lack of zeal for Your glory and lack of concern for those who are lost.  Give us a missionary zeal to spread Your gospel and warn men everywhere to repent and flee to Christ.  We pray that we will not be so stubborn and obstinate that You will need to send a great affliction on us, as You did upon Jonah, to stop him in his tracks.

NOVEMBER 23  -  MORNING and EVENING
Jonah 1:17; 2:1-3, 9 -- Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights....Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the fish's belly.  And he said: "I cried out to the Lord because of my affliction, And He answered me.  Out of the belly of Sheol I cried, And You heard my voice. For You cast me into the deep, Into the heart of the seas, And the floods surrounded me; All Your billows and Your waves passed over me....But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord."

We thank You, O Lord, that You are a God who chastens His servants.  “For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant; later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it” (Heb.12:11).  Help us, O God, to examine each difficulty which we experience to see what You would teach us by it.  Use every means to turn us from paths which are displeasing to You, and cause us to respond to chastening in a way that is beneficial to us and glorifying to You.  You alone give salvation – from sin and from physical harm.  Your people are in Your hands and are totally dependent upon You for everything from our next breath to our eternal dwelling place.  Let us live in the realization of this dependence today, and let us faithfully and effectively teach it to others, by example as well as by words.

NOVEMBER 24  -  MORNING and EVENING
Jonah 3:1-3, 5, 10 --  Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that I tell you."  So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three-day journey in extent....So the people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them....Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it.

May our response to You commands be like Jonah’s second response and not like his first.  Yet may our obedience be from the heart and not out of mere obligation or because of Your chastening providence.  Give all Your people the zeal to proclaim Your message to the nations, O God, Your wrath, Your love, Your law, and Your grace (Psa.96:10,3; Matt.28:19).  And cause the nations to be responsive.  May there be true repentance and faith as there was in response to Jonah’s preaching.  May sinners today be humbled because of Your word and turn to You for mercy.  Give us a zeal for the worldwide proclamation of Your gospel.  Let us not be satisfied without being effectively used as an instrument to reach many.  Give our congregation a deep dissatisfaction until we are faithfully discipling our community and having an influence in remote parts of the earth.
NOVEMBER 25  -  MORNING and EVENING
Jonah 4:1-4, 10-11 -- But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry.  So he prayed to the Lord, and said, "Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when I was still in my country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm.  Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live!"  Then the Lord said, "Is it right for you to be angry?....You have had pity on the plant for which you have not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a night and perished in a night.  And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one hundred and twenty thousand persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left -- and much livestock?"

Deliver us from the callous attitude of Jonah, O God!  We are not perhaps in danger of openly acknowledging and expressing such hostility toward pagans and do desirous as Jonah was of seeing them get what is coming to them; but there is in our own hearts a continual subtle temptation to be indifferent concerning their plight, and so preoccupied with our own possessions and comforts that we ignore them in their great need.  It is easy to see the wickedness of the wicked and have no pity – to pray only for their destruction and not their salvation.  Give Your church the same gracious compassionate spirit which characterizes You, O Lord.
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