DECEMBER 28  -  MORNING
Malachi 1:11-3 -- The burden of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi.  " I have loved you," says the Lord. "Yet you say, 'In what way have You loved us?' Was not Esau Jacob's brother?" Says the Lord. "Yet Jacob I have loved;  But Esau I have hated, And laid waste his mountains and his heritage For the jackals of the wilderness."

How could Your people Israel question Your love for them, when they saw the line of demarcation You had drawn between them and others?  We can never fathom why You have set Your love upon us, O Lord.  “Why was I made to hear Your voice, and enter while there’s room, when thousands make a wretched choice, and rather starve than come?”  Let us marvel today in Your gracious sovereign choice.  Keep us from the kind of hardened ingratitude that beset Israel, even after the revival period of the restoration.  Hold before us continually the undeserved favor of Your mercy, and cause us to be sensitive and responsive to Your great love.  Man cannot understand or accept the idea that You would have hated Esau, but the thing which causes Your true people amazement is that You would have loved Jacob, the supplanter, the deceiver (Gen.25:26; 32:27-28; Hosea 12:3).  

DECEMBER 28  -  EVENING
Malachi 1:6 -- " A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My reverence? Says the Lord of hosts To you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, 'In what way have we despised Your name?' ”

You are worthy of all honor, reverence, and fear, O Lord.  And yet men, even very religious men can be totally unaware that they are not bringing You that honor which You deserve.  Keep us from being so blind, so hardened by sin, so rebellious of heart, that we are unaware of robbing You of what is rightfully Yours.  May we earn and require the respect and admiration of our own children, and may that be a reminder to us of the total respect which we owe to You.  Give to us among Your people today a restoration of respect for legitimate authority.  Restore to our society the respect of children for parents, employees for employers, people for magistrates, church members for elders.  And may such respect grow out of and also point to, the great respect that creatures should have for their Creator.  For all authority is derived from Your original and supreme authority over all things.  Cause us to bow the knee and the heart before You today.

DECEMBER 29  -  MORNING
Malachi 1:6-8,10,13 -- "...you say, 'In what way have we despised Your name?' You offer defiled food on My altar. But say, 'In what way have we defiled You?' By saying, 'The table of the Lord is contemptible.'  And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, Is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you favorably?" Says the Lord of hosts.... "Who is there even among you who would shut the doors, So that you would not kindle fire on My altar in vain? I have no pleasure in you," Says the Lord of hosts, "Nor will I accept an offering from your hands....You also say, 'Oh, what a weariness!' And you sneer at it," Says the Lord of hosts. "And you bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick; Thus you bring an offering! Should I accept this from your hand?" Says the Lord.

How prone we are, even as those who name Your name and profess to be Your people, to bring You the leftovers of our money, our possessions, our time and our talents.  Give us the whole-hearted desire to bring the first-fruits of all our life to You, O Lord, as a token of the whole that belongs to You.  All that we have is Yours, a gift from You, and we hold it as a trust to use it for Your glory.  May we joyfully and willingly bring the first-fruits of all our labor, our time, our money, and our talents, and lay them upon Your altar.  May we present our bodies as living sacrifices (Rom.12:1-2).  And may this obligation be set solemnly and forcefully before Your people today, as Malachi did.

DECEMBER 29  -  EVENING
Malachi 2:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 -- "And now, O priests, this commandment is for you.  If you will not hear, And if you will not take it to heart, To give glory to My name," Says the Lord of hosts, "I will send a curse upon you, And I will curse your blessings. Yes, I have cursed them already, Because you do not take it to heart....Then you shall know that I have sent this commandment to you, That My covenant with Levi may continue," Says the Lord of hosts.  "My covenant was with him, one of life and peace, And I gave them to him that he might fear Me; So he feared Me And was reverent before My name....For the lips of a priest should keep knowledge, And people should seek the law from his mouth; For he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.  But you have departed from the way; You have caused many to stumble at the law. You have corrupted the covenant of Levi," Says the Lord of hosts.

We are not priests in the old covenant sense of offering literal sacrifices upon an altar.  Your Son, our great High Priest, offered Himself once at the end of the age to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself (Heb.9:26).  Yet You have made men Your messengers today to proclaim Your word and to intercede for Your people.  Men should be able to seek instruction from their mouths.  Impress upon the leaders of Your church how crucial is the position in which You have placed them.  Let none stumble because of their instruction or example, or the lack of instruction and example.  May their teaching and life be faithful and consistent.  Rebuke sin in them.  When they study Your word, may they hear You say, “This commandment is for you.”  Before they seek to instruct others, may their own lives come under the scrutiny of Your truth.  Let them hide Your word in their hearts, that they might not sin against You (Psa.119::11; James 3:1).  Give pastors and teachers the attention and responsive hearts of the people and the power of Your Holy Spirit.

DECEMBER 30  -  MORNING
Malachi 2:11, 14-16 -- Judah has dealt treacherously, And an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem, For Judah has profaned The Lord's holy institution which He loves: He has married the daughter of a foreign god....Yet you say, "For what reason?" Because the Lord has been witness Between you and the wife of your youth, With whom you have dealt treacherously; Yet she is your companion And your wife by covenant. But did He not make them one, Having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, And let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth. For the Lord God of Israel says That He hates divorce, For it covers one's garment with violence," Says the Lord of hosts. "Therefore take heed to your spirit, That you do not deal treacherously."

Spiritual and physical adultery always go hand in hand, as they did in the days of Malachi.  Faithlessness is rampant now as it was then – faithlessness to Your covenant on the part of those who profess to be Your people, and faithlessness in the marriage relationship.  Make us faithful husbands and wives, in thought, word, and deed, so that our marriages may be that beautiful picture of Your relationship with Your bride.  May Your pulpits and counseling rooms resound with the necessity of marital faithfulness.  May Your servants also faithfully preach and teach the necessity of obedience to Your covenant, for it is the spiritual adultery that inevitably results in physical adultery (Ex.34:14-17; Lev.17:7; Num.15:39; Deut.31:16, etc.).

DECEMBER 30  -  EVENING
Malachi 3:1-2 -- "Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you delight. Behold, He is coming," Says the Lord of hosts.  "But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner's fire And like launderer's soap.”

The coming of the Messiah was far different from what many expected, though they should have been prepared by prophecy.  They wanted victory over enemies, comfort, and consolation – and all these things Christ provided in some way – but He also came to bring a sword, to set brother against brother and children against parents (Matt.10:34-36).  He was like a refiner’s fire, cleansing His temple and demanding repentance from sin.  May Your servants today proclaim every aspect of the Messiah’s multi-faceted Person and Ministry.  May they proclaim Him as the Prince of Peace and the One who brings a sword, as Savior and Lord, as the One who is meek and lowly of heart and the exalted Judge of all the earth (Matt.11:29; 25:31-32).  

DECEMBER 31  MORNING
Malachi 3:8-10 -- "Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, 'In what way have we robbed You?' In tithes and offerings.  You are cursed with a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation.  Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this," Says the Lord of hosts, "If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it.”

Convict us as a people of robbing You, O Lord.  There is no issue closer to our hearts than our pocketbooks.  Where our treasure is, there will our hearts be also (Matt.6:21).  Open our eyes to see that all we have is a stewardship which You have entrusted to us.  If we withhold the token portion which You require, it is an indication that we do not acknowledge Your ownership of the whole.  Move our congregation toward consistent tithing.  Deal with us as a family and as individuals in this area, that we will cheerfully, willingly, consistently, systematically, proportionately, and generously give of our money and material possessions (II Cor.8-9).  Enable Your elders to faithfully set this matter before Your people.  Move our hearts to return to You that portion You require and to see all of our possessions as ultimately Yours.

Malachi 4:1-2 -- "For behold, the day is coming, Burning like an oven, And all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up," Says the Lord of hosts, "That will leave them neither root nor branch.  But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise With healing in His wings; And you shall go out And grow fat like stall-fed calves.”

Deliver us from arrogance and evil doing, O Lord, and from arrogant men and evil doers.  Let us flee from all that is displeasing to You, knowing that it shall all be burned up.  Let us hate sin simply because it is displeasing to You, and flee from it to You, the Sun of Righteousness with healing in His wings.  Number us among those who fear Your name.  Forgive the many sins of this year which now draws to a close, and give us grace in the year ahead to seek to please You in every decision, action, word, and thought.  We know that no one can lay any other true foundation than the foundation which is already laid, which is Christ Jesus, and that whatever is built on this Foundation will be tested by fire.  Let us build with silver and gold and precious stones, not with wood, hay, and stubble (I Cor.3:11-14).  

DECEMBER 31  -  EVENING
Malachi 4:5-6 -- Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.  And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse."

The Old Testament ends in anticipation of something yet to come.  It is incomplete in itself, but points to and prepares for its fulfillment in Christ and the New Covenant.  Prophets spoke of the things of Christ centuries before His coming.  They prophesied of the grace that was to be ours, and searched and inquired about this salvation, and even angels longed to look into these things (I Pet.1:10-12).  May we rejoice in and relish the full revelation of the coming of Christ.  May we faithfully proclaim the whole counsel of God and apply it to our own lives as well as to those to whom we bear witness.  May we long to be more faithful servants of Christ.  As John the Baptist prepared for Christ’s coming and turned the hearts of fathers and children to each other, may Christ turn our own hearts to our children and theirs to us (Matt.3:1-3; 11:10-14; 17:9-13; Luke 1:11-17).
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