DECEMBER 3  -  MORNING
Nahum 1:2-3, 7-8 -- God is jealous, and the Lord avenges; The Lord avenges and is furious. The Lord will take vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies; The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, And will not at all acquit the wicked. The Lord has His way In the whirlwind and in the storm, And the clouds are the dust of His feet....The Lord is good, A stronghold in the day of trouble; And He knows those who trust in Him.  But with an overflowing flood He will make an utter end of its place, And darkness will pursue His enemies.

Let us never lose sight of either of these aspects of Your revealed character, O Lord, but always hold them together and set them before men: Your wrath and Your mercy.  You are holy and You are loving.  You are a God of wrath toward those who continue in sin and rebellion, but You are ever willing to receive those who come to You in humility and cast themselves upon Your mercy.  May we keep these two great truths in Biblical balance in our own thinking, live in the light of them, and faithfully proclaim all Your glorious attributes.  To neglect Your justice and righteous indignation is to distort Your love and make it a sentimental weakness.  To neglect Your lovingkindness and mercy is to corrupt Biblical justice and make You an unconcerned tyrant.  Give Your church wisdom and power to proclaim the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).  May we walk with You today in humble service, fear, and joy.
DECEMBER 3  -  EVENING
Nahum 1:15 -- Behold, on the mountains The feet of him who brings good tidings, Who proclaims peace! O Judah, keep your appointed feasts, Perform your vows. For the wicked one shall no more pass through you; He is utterly cut off.

What good news it was for Israel to hear the messenger declare the overthrow of her dread enemy and the coming of peace.  How beautiful was the sound of the message of deliverance and how beautiful seemed the feet, or the coming, of the messenger who brought such tidings (Isa.52:7; Rom.10:15).  But even greater good news is the message of salvation from sin, peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom.5:1).  May Your messengers today be those who bring good tidings and publish peace through the blood of the cross (Col.1:20), heralds of the gospel who announce the deliverance of captives and the acceptable year of the Lord, with all its implications (Luke 4:18-19; Is.49:8-9; 61:1-2).  As they denounce sin and rebellion, may they never neglect to point to You as the only One who can take away sin.  May they preach both the bad news of sin and the good news of a gracious God who pardons iniquity.  May this message appear beautiful to Your church in this hour, to the world, and to the messengers themselves.  Even this week and this day, enable Your people to be good proclaimers of Your gospel.

DECEMBER 4  -  MORNING and EVENING
Nahum 2:10, 13 -- She is empty, desolate, and waste! The heart melts, and the knees shake; Much pain is in every side, And all their faces are drained of color.... " Behold, I am against you," says the Lord of hosts, "I will burn your chariots in smoke, and the sword shall devour your young lions; I will cut off your prey from the earth, and the voice of your messengers shall be heard no more."

If Your church is faithful to You, O Lord, we must like Nahum proclaim both good news and bad news, blessing and curse – blessing to Your true people who will ultimately be delivered, and curse to their enemies who will ultimately meet ruin and destruction.  Though we have no inspired prophets like Nahum, give Your messengers discernment to know when to bless and when to curse, when to comfort and when to warn.  Give a willingness to proclaim Your word faithfully, regardless of the consequences.  The overthrow of Nineveh must have seemed an impossible dream to Israel.  Yet even the pagan nations and rulers are under Your sovereign control.  Comfort Your true people with the knowledge that all Your enemies and theirs will ultimately be cast down.  “Arise, O Lord, let not man prevail!” (Psa.9:19).
DECEMBER 5  -  MORNING and EVENING
Nahum 3:4-5, 18-19 -- Because of the multitude of harlotries of the seductive harlot, The mistress of sorceries, Who sells nations through her harlotries, And families through her sorceries. " Behold, I am against you," says the Lord of hosts; "I will lift your skirts over your face, I will show the nations your nakedness, And the kingdoms your shame”....Your shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria; Your nobles rest in the dust. Your people are scattered on the mountains, And no one gathers them.  Your injury has no healing, Your wound is severe. All who hear news of you Will clap their hands over you, For upon whom has not your wickedness passed continually?

The charms of harlots are tempting to sinful men.  They cannot see the disastrous consequences and the ugly ruin that follows because of the blindness of their sin.  Even so, powerful wicked kingdoms and movements are so attractive to the outward sight, tempting and luring.  Open the eyes of men, O Lord, to see the awful results that follow idolatrous straying from the Creator God.  Open our own eyes to see the far-reaching consequences of sin, and give us the ability to flee the sin that so easily besets us.  When we think that we stand, let us take heed, lest we fall (I Cor.10:12).   You are not mocked, O God, for “whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Gal.6:7).  You will right all wrongs and bring judgment on Your enemies.  No one is able to frustrate Your purposes or stay Your hand (Dan.4:35).  Our security is in Your just nature and Your sovereign providence.
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