APRIL 26  -  MORNING and EVENING
Song of Solomon 1:1-4 -- The song of songs, which is Solomon's. THE SHULAMITE  Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth -- For your love is better than wine.  Because of the fragrance of your good ointments, Your name is ointment poured forth; Therefore the virgins love you.  Draw me away! THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM We will run after you. THE SHULAMITE The king has brought me into his chambers. THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM We will be glad and rejoice in you. We will remember your love more than wine. THE SHULAMITE Rightly do they love you.

This book, of all those in Your word, is perhaps the hardest for us to understand and interpret, O Lord.  Your church today either neglects it altogether or allegorizes it away.  Is it because we are thinking largely in reaction to the world and its perversion of physical love?  Give us the grace, we pray, to think Your thoughts after You in every area, especially in this crucial area of erotic love.  Show us, and show all Your people, that there is no area that does not come under the Lordship of Jesus Christ Your Son.  Enable us to grasp the teaching of this book and apply it to our own lives, our own families, and our own society.  You have created us good – male and female – and in Your own image (Gen.1:26-28).  Give us insight, O Lord, into the meaning of being made male and female in Your image, as we read the Song of Solomon.

APRIL 27  -  MORNING and EVENING
Song of Solomon 2:1:1, 4, 10-12 -- I am the rose of Sharon, And the lily of the valleys. THE BELOVED...He brought me to the banqueting house, And his banner over me was love....My beloved spoke, and said to me: "Rise up, my love, my fair one, And come away.  For lo, the winter is past, The rain is over and gone.  The flowers appear on the earth; The time of singing has come, And the voice of the turtledove Is heard in our land.”

What a beautiful poetic description of the joy and goodness of love between husband and wife.  No wonder that interpreters through the centuries have seen here a symbolic portrayal of the love between God and His people, Christ and His church: “Wives, be subject to  your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body....Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her....” (Eph. 5:22-23,25).  May our relationship as husband and wife be a faithful picture which reflects, if even in a faint way, the love of Christ for His church.  Teach us unselfish love, in our physical relationship as well as in all aspects of our marriage.
APRIL 28  -  MORNING and EVENING
Song of Solomon 2:15-16 -- Catch us the foxes, The little foxes that spoil the vines, For our vines have tender grapes. THE SHULAMITE  My beloved is mine, and I am his. He feeds his flock among the lilies. (TO HER BELOVED)

Let us see how important true love is in our marriage and home, O Lord;  all the riches of the world cannot buy it, and it is worth far more than all we own.  Give us as husbands true, selfless, sensitive love that will cause us to put our wives’ good ahead of our own.  Keep us from the thoughtlessness and irresponsibility to which we are so prone.  Help us to guard against the little, subtle things which so easily disrupt our relationship.  Make us better husbands, O Lord!  Keep us from underestimating the influence of what seem to be little factors in our lives – little actions for good or evil, “little” sins, thoughts as opposed to outward actions, words as opposed to deeds.  Little things have an unseen, accumulative effect over a period of time.  May we not neglect to teach and keep “the least of these commandments” (Matt.5:19).  May we not “despise the day of small things” (Zech.4:10) or become discouraged at small beginnings.  May we be faithful in what is least, that we may also be faithful in much (Luke 16:10).

APRIL 29  -  MORNING and EVENING
Song of Solomon 3:1-2 -- By night on my bed I sought the one I love; I sought him, but I did not find him.  "I will rise now," I said, "And go about the city; In the streets and in the squares I will seek the one I love." I sought him, but I did not find him.

How painful the disappointments of love often are, especially for the young.  Guard and protect our own children from those who would use them, take advantage of their affections, or hurt them physically or psychologically.  Make us sensitive to their needs and to the needs of others.  Cause Your people to have a right and Biblical view of romantic love.  How influenced we often are by what we see on television or hear in the popular music that is sung, or read from the pens of people who do not know You or Your truth.  Give Your people wisdom to advise and exhort our children in this crucial area.  May our own attitudes and actions set before them an example which they can safely follow.  Show to the society of our day the emptiness of world’s way of thinking, speaking, and acting.  The world’s way often has such a subtle and crafty appeal.  Call men to submit to You in every area of life, O God!

APRIL 30  -  MORNING and EVENING
Song of Solomon 4:10-12 -- How fair is your love, My sister, my spouse! How much better than wine is your love, And the scent of your perfumes Than all spices!  Your lips, O my spouse, Drip as the honeycomb; Honey and milk are under your tongue; And the fragrance of your garments Is like the fragrance of Lebanon.  A garden enclosed Is my sister, my spouse, A spring shut up, A fountain sealed.

Give to us as husbands and wives a selfless love that will bring glory to You and set an example before our children and all who know us.  Give us right, Biblical concepts of the goodness of sexual relations in marriage.  May this aspect of marriage not be divorced from, but always seen in the context of, our whole relationship to each other and to You.  May the physical joys of marriage always be tied to a Biblical love that puts the other first before self and is sensitive to the needs of the whole person, a love that suffers long and is kind, which does not envy or parade itself, which is not puffed up, which does not behave rudely and does not seek its own, which is not easily provoked, thinks no evil, does not rejoice in iniquity but rejoices in the truth, bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things – a love which never ends (I Cor.13:4-7).

MAY 1  -  MORNING and EVENING
Song of Solomon 5:9-11, 16 -- What is your beloved More than another beloved, O fairest among women? What is your beloved More than another beloved, That you so charge us? THE SHULAMITE  My beloved is white and ruddy, Chief among ten thousand.  His head is like the finest gold; His locks are wavy, And black as a raven....His mouth is most sweet, Yes, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, And this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem! 

May we as husband and wife have such an exclusive devotion to one another that all others will be excluded, and that we will consider each other the fairest of ten thousand.  May we not only be lovers but also closest friends, and not ashamed that anyone know it..  Give us a relationship with one another that will cause others to marvel and wonder that we are so obviously committed to each other’s best interest.  May our relationship not be merely a superficial one for public display, without consistent heart-felt loyalty and affection.  May our devotion to Christ also be an exclusive love that will allow no rivals.  “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be devoted to the one and despise the other” (Matt. 6:24).  May it be obvious to all that He is the supreme object of our hearts’ love.   

MAY 2  -  MORNING and EVENING
Song of Solomon 2:16; 6:3; 7:10 -- My beloved is mine, and I am his. He feeds his flock among the lilies....I am my beloved's, And my beloved is mine. He feeds his flock among the lilies....I am my beloved's, And his desire is toward me.

We marvel at how openly and joyously this book of Scripture speaks of love between man and woman, O Lord.  It is surely a preventative against a pietistic view of love and life.  Our chief end is not only to glorify You, but to enjoy You forever, and that includes enjoying Your creation and all the pleasure You have given in its God-ordained time and place.  “In Your presence there is fullness of joy, and at Your right hand there are pleasures forevermore” (Psa.16:11).  May we as husband and wife unashamedly profess how deeply we love each other and are devoted to one another.  May it become more and more solidified as an exclusive devotion as the years pass.  And again we pray that our marriage may be a true, though imperfect, picture of the relationship between Christ and His Church (Eph.5:22-23).  May this assurance thrill and comfort us: “My Beloved is mine, and I am His.”

MAY 3  -  MORNING and EVENING
Song of Solomon 8:6-7 -- Set me as a seal upon your heart, As a seal upon your arm; For love is as strong as death, Jealousy as cruel as the grave; Its flames are flames of fire, A most vehement flame.  Many waters cannot quench love, Nor can the floods drown it. If a man would give for love All the wealth of his house, It would be utterly despised. 

How strong are the human emotions and ties connected with love, O Lord.  If love involves a true commitment, and not just a superficial emotion; it is as strong as death, and much water cannot quench it.  May our love as husband and wife be so strong that it overcomes all potential rivals and the lure of wealth.  May we consider it far better to have true love with little financially that great riches with strife.  “Better is a little with the fear of the Lord, than great treasure with trouble.  Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a fatted calf with hatred” (Prov.15:16).  “Better is a dry morsel with quietness, than a house full of feasting with strife” (Prov.17:1). May it be true of our family that we would gladly give up house and wealth if the alternative were giving up each other.  And may we also be able and willing to say, “Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still;  His kingdom is for ever.”  Give us such love and zeal for You and Your kingdom, O Lord.  Set us as a seal upon Your heart.
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