DECEMBER 14  -  MORNING
Zechariah 1:8-13 -- I saw by night, and behold, a man riding on a red horse, and it stood among the myrtle trees in the hollow; and behind him were horses: red, sorrel, and white.  Then I said, "My lord, what are these?" So the angel who talked with me said to me, "I will show you what they are." And the man who stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, "These are the ones whom the Lord has sent to walk to and fro throughout the earth." So they answered the Angel of the Lord, who stood among the myrtle trees, and said, "We have walked to and fro throughout the earth, and behold, all the earth is resting quietly." Then the Angel of the Lord answered and said, "O Lord of hosts, how long will You not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which You were angry these seventy years?"  And the Lord answered the angel who talked to me, with good and comforting words.

Your eyes, O Lord, “run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Your might on behalf of those whose heart is blameless toward You” (II Chron.16:9).  Your messengers “patrol the earth” and report to You.  Nothing escapes Your notice.  Your people take great comfort in this “patrol,” which means protection, security, justice, and mercy.  May we see ourselves today as under Your divine observation, Your protection and direction.  Remind us that we are accountable to You for every thought, word, and deed.  We thank You that the rider on the white horse precedes and leads all the others.  The One Who rides the white horse has a bow; and a crown was given to Him, and He goes forth conquering and to conquer (Rev.6:1-2).  He is “called Faithful and true, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.  His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns….He was clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.   And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses.  Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev.19:11-16).

DECEMBER 14  -  EVENING
Zechariah 1:14-16 --  So the angel who spoke with me said to me, "Proclaim, saying, 'Thus says the Lord of hosts: "I am zealous for Jerusalem And for Zion with great zeal.  I am exceedingly angry with the nations at ease; For I was a little angry, And they helped -- but with evil intent." Therefore thus says the Lord: "I am returning to Jerusalem with mercy; My house shall be built in it," says the Lord of hosts, "And a surveyor's line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem." ' ”

It is beyond our comprehension how You use the wicked nations of the earth to accomplish Your own purposes and the good of Your people, Lord.  Yet You reveal in Your word that even the most wicked nation and king may become instruments of judgment in Your hand, or instruments of deliverance.  This is a great comfort to us to know that none can stay Your hand or overthrow Your purposes.  Remind us today that You are measuring us – our family, our congregation, and the whole church.  Your measuring indicates Your complete knowledge, Your guarding and protecting of Your own, and Your casting out all those who are “weighed in the balances and found wanting” (Dan.4:35; 5:27; Ezek.40:3; Zech.2:1-5; Rev.11:1-2).

DECEMBER 15  -  MORNING
Zechariah 2:1-2, 5 -- Then I raised my eyes and looked, and behold, a man with a measuring line in his hand.  So I said, "Where are you going?" And he said to me, "To measure Jerusalem, to see what is its width and what is its length....'For I,' says the Lord, 'will be a wall of fire all around her, and I will be the glory in her midst.' "

Zechariah spoke these words before Nehemiah had rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.  You have promised to be the wall of protection surrounding Your people, O Lord.  The wall of Zion symbolized Your salvation, Your divine deliverance and protection.  You have said to Your people, in effect, “With salvation’s wall surrounded, thou may’st smile at all thy foes.”  Let us walk in this assurance today, remembering the wall of fire around Dothan, the horses and chariots of fire surrounding Your messenger and Your people (II Kings 6:17).  You are continually measuring Your people, evaluating us, weighing our works and our response to Your word (Ezek.40:3; Rev.11:1-2).   May we not be “weighed in the balances and found wanting” (Dan.5:27), but may You be able to say to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.  Enter into the joy of your Lord” (Matt.25:21).

DECEMBER 15  -  EVENING
Zechariah 1:3; 2:10-13 – “Return to Me," says the Lord of hosts, "and I will return to you....Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and I will dwell in your midst," says the Lord.   Many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and they shall become My people. And I will dwell in your midst. Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you. And the Lord will take possession of Judah as His inheritance in the Holy Land, and will again choose Jerusalem.  "Be silent, all flesh, before the Lord, for He is aroused from His holy habitation!"

Let us hear and share the promise of reconciliation, return, and renewal to those who repent of sin and turn to the Lord.  Your church desperately needs to be able to sing and rejoice, O Lord.  Let her sing only on the basis of Your word, and not as a superficial enthusiasm conjured up in ourselves.  Let us see that we may truly rejoice only when the root problem of sin is dealt with.  This promise is the theme of Your whole word: “I will dwell in the midst of you.”  Christ is Immanuel – God with us (Matt.1:23).  You have come to earth and dwelt among men in the person of Your Son and have established Your people in Him.  Let us faithfully proclaim His coming “once and for all at the end of the age to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself,” as well as His final coming at the end of history (Heb.9:26).

DECEMBER 16  -  MORNING
Zechariah 3:1-4 -- Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him.  And the Lord said to Satan, "The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?"  Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before the Angel.  Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, "Take away the filthy garments from him." And to him He said, "See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes."

You have plucked us as brands from the burning, O Lord, and removed the filthy garments of our own righteousness and clothed us with the perfect righteousness of Your Son, the faithful High Priest and King.  The accuser stands at our side as a prosecuting attorney, and every accusation he makes is true.  Rebuke Satan, we pray, because of the righteousness of our Advocate and Substitute.  Your have chosen us; make us clean and useful instruments.  May we realize today more fully how great a salvation has been wrought for us, and may we respond by rejoicing and loving You with all our hearts (Mark 12:30).  As we worship You, and as Your word is proclaimed among us, may we, leaders and people, see ourselves as brands plucked from the burning.  Cast down Satan; bind him, so that we may overcome him in Your power this day (Luke 10:18; Matt.12:29).  Show us that he has been bound at the cross, that he may deceive the nations no more (Rev.20:3).  “Who are these, arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” “...These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev.7:13-14). 

DECEMBER 16  -  EVENING
Zechariah 3:8; 4:2-3 -- 'Hear, O Joshua, the high priest, You and your companions who sit before you, For they are a wondrous sign; For behold, I am bringing forth My Servant the BRANCH....And he said to me, "What do you see?" So I said, "I am looking, and there is a lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top of it, and on the stand seven lamps with seven pipes to the seven lamps. Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other at its left."

Godly men, chosen by You, empowered by Your Spirit, are the fuel for the burning of the lampstand of Your church’s witness, O Lord.  Just as Joshua, the ecclesiastical leader, and Zerubbabel, the civil leader, were olive trees in the days of the restoration, give us such olive trees in our own day.  “Make us Your fuel, flame of God!”  Your Son Jesus Christ the Branch, is the great example set before all who would lead Your people.  He is the “branch of righteousness” Who executes judgment and righteousness in the earth (Jer.33:15).  Make the rulers in Your church true prophets, priests, and kings, faithfully reflecting the offices of our Savior.  Give us unity and harmony with one another as well as with You our God, that our witness may agree and be believed (John 17:21; Rev.11:3-4).

DECEMBER 17  -  MORNING
Zechariah 4:6-10 -- So he answered and said to me: "This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' Says the Lord of hosts. Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain! And he shall bring forth the capstone With shouts of "Grace, grace to it!" ' "  Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying:  "The hands of Zerubbabel Have laid the foundation of this temple; His hands shall also finish it. Then you will know That the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you.  For who has despised the day of small things? For these seven rejoice to see The plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. They are the eyes of the Lord, Which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth."

We become discouraged so easily, Lord.  We “despise the day of small things” and do not have the faith to see what You can do through small beginnings like this initial work on the temple of the restoration period, or like a small cloud “the size of a man’s hand” (I Kings 18:44).  Show us that “the things that are impossible with men are possible with God” (Lk.18:27).  Forgive us for being men of little faith when it comes to the establishment of Your true church.  Open our eyes to see how dependent we are upon You.  We can accomplish nothing by our own might or power, or by any might and power of man.  It is only by Your Spirit that any real work for You can be accomplished.  Teach us that great works may be done by the power of Your Holy Spirit from beginnings which seem small and insignificant in the eyes of men, like a grain of mustard seed (Matt.13:31-32).  Give us confidence and boldness in knowing that the One who began a good work will go on completing it until the day of Christ Jesus (Phil.1:6; I Cor.1:18-31).

DECEMBER 17  -  EVENING
Zechariah 4:10-14 --  “For who has despised the day of small things? For these seven rejoice to see The plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. They are the eyes of the Lord, Which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth." Then I answered and said to him, "What are these two olive trees -- at the right of the lampstand and at its left?"  And I further answered and said to him, "What are these two olive branches that drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes from which the golden oil drains?"  Then he answered me and said, "Do you not know what these are?" And I said, "No, my lord."  So he said, "These are the two anointed ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth."

Your eyes run to and fro throughout the whole earth, Lord, to show Your might in behalf of those whose heart is blameless toward You (II Chron.16:9).  In the day of the restoration, Joshua and Zerubbabel stood beside You as faithful priest and king, ready to do Your will.  May such men come to the fore in our own day, men who fear nothing but displeasing You.  By Your grace and in Your power, may we be such men.  May we be content to be as widely known and useful as a Joshua or a Zerubbabel, or as obscure as the multitude of Your lesser known servants whose names are never recorded in Scripture or in the pages of history.  May our great aim be to have Your favor.

DECEMBER 18  -  MORNING and EVENING
Zechariah 5:1-3 -- Then I turned and raised my eyes, and saw there a flying scroll.  And he said to me, "What do you see?" So I answered, "I see a flying scroll. Its length is twenty cubits and its width ten cubits."  Then he said to me, "This is the curse that goes out over the face of the whole earth: 'Every thief shall be expelled,' according to this side of the scroll; and, 'Every perjurer shall be expelled,' according to that side of it."

Your judgments against sin are sure, O Lord God, recorded in written documents and declarations.  As Your written word is opened, explained, illustrated, and applied among Your people week by week, may Your law convict the thief and the liar – both those who are guilty of outward, overt forms of stealing and lying, and those guilty of subtle, sophisticated stealing and lying.  May those who proclaim Your law and those who hear be brought face to face with the subtle theft and deceit of our own hearts.  Humble us and all Your people before Your truth and by Your truth.  You are the One, O Christ, who sends forth Your truth throughout the earth.  You are the One who alone is worthy to open the scroll and loose its seals (Rev.5:2).  Humble us before You as we realize that apart from You we can do nothing (John 15:5).  Unless You open blind eyes and melt hardened hearts, the message proclaimed will accomplish nothing.  But your word will not return to You empty (Isa.55:11).

DECEMBER 19  -  MORNING and EVENING
Zechariah 6:11-13 – “Take the silver and gold, make an elaborate crown, and set it on the head of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest.  Then speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, saying: “Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH! From His place He shall branch out, And He shall build the temple of the Lord;  Yes, He shall build the temple of the Lord. He shall bear the glory, And shall sit and rule on His throne; So He shall be a priest on His throne, And the counsel of peace shall be between them both.” ‘

This crowning of Joshua the high priest is a beautiful picture of the union between the two offices of priest and king in our Joshua, Jesus the Savior.  As a prophet, Zechariah himself completes the picture of the three-fold office.  All three together point to Christ, our one Prophet, Priest, and King, who builds His temple and rules His people.  He is the true Branch, the sprout from the stump of Jesse (Isa.11:1,10; Rom.15:12).    May we submit to Your authority today, O Christ, and rejoice in Your sacrifice for sin, now presented before the Father’s throne.  You are the great High Priest who intercedes for Your people in the very presence of the Most High God, and a King who rules over and defends His church.  Let all Your people live in the light of this revelation of Your glory, O Lord.

DECEMBER 20  -  MORNING
Zechariah 7:2-3; 8:19 -- ...the people sent Sherezer, with Regem-Melech and his men, to the house of God, to pray before the Lord,  and to ask the priests who were in the house of the Lord of hosts, and the prophets, saying, “Should I weep in the fifth month and fast as I have done for so many years?”...”Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘The fast of the fourth month, The fast of the fifth, The fast of the seventh, And the fast of the tenth, Shall be joy and gladness and cheerful feasts For the house of Judah. Therefore love truth and peace.’ ”

You turn mourning into rejoicing, O Lord, just as You turned the fasting of the returned captives to feasting.  “Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matt.5:4).  Let us not feast when we should be fasting or fast when we should be feasting (Mark 2:18-20).  Give us true sorrow for sin and true comfort in the forgiveness of sin.  No one can truly rejoice who has not mourned over sin; and no one can truly mourn over sin without that mourning resulting in rejoicing over Your forgiveness.  Give us holy mourning, holy joy.  May we also entreat the favor of the Lord and seek to know from Your inspired word when feasting and fasting are appropriate.  Teach Your people the meaning of true joy.

DECEMBER 20  -  EVENING
Zechariah 7:5-6, 9-11 -- "Say to all the people of the land, and to the priests: 'When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh months during those seventy years, did you really fast for Me -- for Me?  When you eat and when you drink, do you not eat and drink for yourselves?’...Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'Execute true justice, Show mercy and compassion Everyone to his brother.  Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, The alien or the poor. Let none of you plan evil in his heart Against his brother.'  But they refused to heed, shrugged their shoulders, and stopped their ears so that they could not hear.”

Show Your people the terrible sin of going through religious motions without reality or corresponding deeds in their lives.  Expose our own particular sin to us, O Lord, and let us recoil in horror from empty ritual and hypocritical life.  If we fast, let us fast to Your glory, not to be seen by men or to feel self-righteous (Matt.6:16-18).  If we eat and drink, let us do it to Your glory (I Cor.10:31).  Give us concern to show kindness and mercy to others, especially to brothers and sisters in Christ.  give us as Your people a burden for the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, and the poor (Isa.58:6-7; Micah 6:8).  Let us show our faith by our works (Jas.2:18).  And let us hear You say, “Inasmuch as you have done it unto the least of these, my brothers, you have done it unto Me” (Matt.25:40).

DECEMBER 21  -  MORNING and EVENING
Zechariah 8:2-3 -- "Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'I am zealous for Zion with great zeal; With great fervor I am zealous for her.' Thus says the Lord: 'I will return to Zion, And dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be called the City of Truth, The Mountain of the Lord of hosts, The Holy Mountain.' ”

You did restore Your people from captivity and allowed them to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple.  You revived them spiritually and raised them up from the depths of sin and despair.  O God, grant repentance and restoration to Your church today.  In Your jealousy for Zion, return her to Your favor.  Take away her idols; rebuild her walls.  Dwell in the midst of Your people in all the fullness of Your Holy Spirit.  May she be called the faithful city, the holy mountain.  Enable Your people today to see and understand the godly jealousy with which You are jealous over Your people.  Those who persecute Your people touch the apple of Your eye (Deut.32:10; Psa.17:8; Lam.2:18; Zech.2:8).  When Saul of Tarsus persecuted Your people, O Christ, You declared, “I am Jesus Whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:4-5).  Comfort us with this knowledge.

DECEMBER 22  -  MORNING and EVENING
Zechariah 9:9-10 -- " Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.  I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim And the horse from Jerusalem; The battle bow shall be cut off. He shall speak peace to the nations; His dominion shall be 'from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the earth.' ”

How great a Savior we have in Your Messiah, O Lord, the One who came offering terms of peace and to establish peace.  He came as a great and mighty conquering King, yet humble and meek, willing to be born, suffer, and even to die.  What a combination of triumph and humility is seen in His Person and Work.  Set these truths before us in our thinking and proclamation, that we may wisely and correctly perceive and faithfully teach Christ’s Messianic work.  You were willing, O Christ, to humble Yourself and take the form of a servant for us and our salvation (Phil.2:7).  May we be humble and devoted servants of Yours.  Your humility amazes us – and frightens us when we look at our own pride and realize that we have no true cause for pride.  Let us meditate this day upon Your humiliation and on Your world-wide dominion (Psa.77:8).  Instill in Your people a longing to see You exalted, honored, and obeyed.  May Your triumphal entry into Jerusalem be only a token of Your world-wide acclaim and glory.  May You be exalted in our own hearts and lives this very day (Matt.21:4-5).

DECEMBER 23  -  MORNING and EVENING
Zechariah 10:2-3 – “For the idols speak delusion; The diviners envision lies, And tell false dreams; They comfort in vain. Therefore the people wend their way like sheep; They are in trouble because there is no shepherd.  My anger is kindled against the shepherds, And I will punish the goatherds. For the Lord of hosts will visit His flock, The house of Judah, And will make them as His royal horse in the battle.”

What an awesome responsibility and judgment falls upon those who are shepherds over Your flock, O Lord.  You hold the leaders among Your people responsible for their well-being in a particular way.  Those who place themselves in that position and misuse the pastoral office bring great condemnation upon their heads.  When the shepherds are unfaithful the sheep wander.  Let the leaders among Your flock in this place be very conscious of their responsibility to feed Your flock and to say to Your people only what You have commanded.  Remind them continually that they are only undershepherds.  Give them a special anointing and empowering as they proclaim Your word, that they will be faithful in teaching and in life, in doctrine and example.  May Your elders be keenly aware of how much You care for Your flock and how jealous You are over them.  May they never fall into the error of thinking that the flock belongs to them.  May they deal with it gently, firmly, and consistently, knowing that they must give account of their stewardship to You (Heb.13:17; Jas.3:1; Acts 20:28; I Pet.5:2-4).

DECEMBER 24  -  MORNING
Zechariah 11:7, 15-17 -- So I fed the flock for slaughter, in particular the poor of the flock. I took for myself two staffs: the one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bonds; and I fed the flock....And the Lord said to me, "Next, take for yourself the implements of a foolish shepherd.  For indeed I will raise up a shepherd in the land who will not care for those who are cut off, nor seek the young, nor heal those that are broken, nor feed those that still stand. But he will eat the flesh of the fat and tear their hooves in pieces. Woe to the worthless shepherd, Who leaves the flock! A sword shall be against his arm And against his right eye; His arm shall completely wither, And his right eye shall be totally blinded."

What greater judgment and curse could befall Your people than to be plagued with self-seeking, insensitive shepherds.  Set before the leaders and the people of Your church the horrible example of false, worthless shepherds who do not care for the flock.  Let us carefully avoid their attitudes and actions.  Also set before us the example of the Good Shepherd, who came to replace the evil imposters, the hirelings who cared nothing for the sheep.  Our Savior came as a model of all true shepherds.  May His love and concern, His giving of His life for the sheep, be our constant goal (John 10:7-11).  May we know experimentally the reality in our own lives of being able to say, “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want” (Psa.23:1)  May Your leaders see themselves as undershepherds, accountable to the Chief Shepherd (I Pet.5:1-4).  May it not be said under the stewardship of their office, “The sheep look up and are not fed” (Ezek.34:2).

DECEMBER 24  -  EVENING
Zechariah 11:12-13 -- Then I said to them, "If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not, refrain." So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver.  And the Lord said to me, "Throw it to the potter" -- that princely price they set on me. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the Lord for the potter.

Judas the betrayer is the type of every faithless overseer (Matt.26:15; 27:9-10).  Give us faithful shepherds in Your church today, O Lord!  May they effectively warn Your people of the danger of false prophets and faithless shepherds.  May they be zealously concerned about what Your sheep eat, where they graze.  May they guide us into Your paths of righteousness and protect us from those who would devour us.  Especially may father-shepherds guard and guide their own children whom You have entrusted to them.  The wages which this shepherd-prophet was paid were nothing more than the price of an ordinary slave.  This is the price which the betrayer of Christ was paid.  Remind us by this price, O God, of the infinite condescension of Christ to become man and die a pauper’s death to ransom His sheep (John 10:11).  As He has died for us, may we live for Him, as His bond-slaves, purchased by a priceless ransom (I Cor.6:20).  Your shepherds today cannot shepherd Your flock unless they themselves are led in paths of righteousness, restored in soul, made to lie down in green pastures, and led beside still waters (Psa.23:1-3).

DECEMBER 25  -  MORNING
Zechariah 12:10 --"And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.”

Pour out such a spirit of contrition and repentance upon the people of our day, as the cross is held before them.  Many in the first century wept over their sins at the message of the crucifixion and saw that Christ had died for them (John 19:37; Rev.1:7).  Pour out such mourning over sin among us, and cause Your church to flee to Christ for cleansing and forgiveness.  Revive Your church, O God, and send forth Your gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit to all the world.  Give us personally such a brokenness of spirit that we will see clearly what Christ has done for us and what our sins deserve.  Show us that it was our sin that nailed Him to the cross.  “Who was the guilty?  Who brought this upon Thee?  Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone Thee.  Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied Thee.  I crucified Thee.”  Let us in gratitude tell the news everywhere about the fountain opened to cleanse from sin.

DECEMBER 25  -  EVENING
Zechariah 13:1-2 -- "In that day a fountain shall be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness.  It shall be in that day," says the LORD of hosts, "that I will cut off the names of the idols from the land, and they shall no longer be remembered. I will also cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to depart from the land.”

What a fulfillment of these word took place in the Person and Work of the Messiah!  In Christ a fountain was opened for cleansing from sin.  These indications of judgment upon sin were meted out against Your own Son, the Lamb without blemish, so that the fountain of cleansing might be opened.  What the false prophet deserved for his deceit, the true prophet received as a substitute for sinners.  Make us aware each day, O God, of the awful price that was paid for our salvation and the salvation of all Your people (I Cor.6:20).  Let the work of Christ be completed in the subduing of the nations under His reign.  Let us pray for, long for, Your will to be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matt.6:10), for idolatry to be cut off and remembered no more, for all that is false to be exposed for what it is.  And may this process be taking place, even today, in our own hearts and lives.

DECEMBER 26  -  MORNING
Zechariah 13:3-6 -- "It shall come to pass that if anyone still prophesies, then his father and mother who begot him will say to him, 'You shall not live, because you have spoken lies in the name of the Lord.' And his father and mother who begot him shall thrust him through when he prophesies.  And it shall be in that day that every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies; they will not wear a robe of coarse hair to deceive.  But he will say, 'I am no prophet, I am a farmer; for a man taught me to keep cattle from my youth.'  And one will say to him, 'What are these wounds between your arms?' Then he will answer, 'Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.' ”

O Lord, may each of us be such a friend that we will be willing to wound those we love by rebuking them for their sin.  May this especially be true of us as parents with regard to our children.  “Faithful are the wounds of a friend” (Prov.27:6).  We know that the person who loves us most is the one who tells us the most truth about ourselves, seeking our own good.  Give us such friends and let us be such friends.  As we find it necessary to speak to others about their sins, let us examine our own hearts and lives and flee from sin.  Deliver us from deceitful wounds from those who pretend to be our friends. We remember that even one of the twelve betrayed Jesus, and all the others fled when He was arrested (Acts 1:15-20,25; Psa.41:9; 55:12-14,20-21; Matt.26:14-16, 47-50, 56; 27:3-10).  Give us discernment and insight into the friendships we make and the advice we receive, as well as that which we give.

DECEMBER 26  -  EVENING
Zechariah 13:7-9 -- "Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, Against the Man who is My Companion," Says the Lord of hosts. "Strike the Shepherd, And the sheep will be scattered; Then I will turn My hand against the little ones.  And it shall come to pass in all the land," Says the Lord, "That two-thirds in it shall be cut off and die, But one- third shall be left in it:  I will bring the one-third through the fire, Will refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, And I will answer them. I will say, 'This is My people'; And each one will say, 'The Lord is my God.' "

What a contrast there is between the unfaithful shepherds of Judah, who were stricken because of their unfaithfulness, and the faithful Shepherd, Jesus Christ, stricken not for His own iniquity, but for ours.  The result was the same: the sheep were scattered (Matt.26:31,56,67; Mark 14:27).  But as the remnant was gathered after the captivity, so You gathered Your true sheep after the crucifixion and are still gathering Your sheep which are not now in Your fold (John 10:16).  Refine Your sheep, O Lord; test them, cause them to call upon Your name.  May Your under-shepherds faithfully proclaim the salvation of the one true Shepherd, that His flock may be gathered, protected, and fed.

DECEMBER 27  -  MORNING
Zechariah 14:1,5,8,9 -- Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, And your spoil will be divided in your midst....Then you shall flee through My mountain valley, For the mountain valley shall reach to Azal. Yes, you shall flee As you fled from the earthquake In the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Thus the Lord my God will come, And all the saints with You....And in that day it shall be That living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, Half of them toward the eastern sea And half of them toward the western sea; In both summer and winter it shall occur....And the Lord shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be -- "The Lord is one," And His name one.

When Zechariah wrote these words, the people of Judah had returned to the land from the Babylonian captivity.   The next great event in the unfolding history of redemption was the coming of the Messiah to the land.  In Your son Jesus and in His new covenant, a fountain was opened to cleanse from sin and provide living water for the thirsty to drink.  If flowed from that land to all the world (Ezek.47).  Enable Your church today to look back upon that day as the great climactic day in human history.  It was as though the Mount of Olives was split in two and the stars fell from the sky.  Also point Your church to the future, O Lord, when all shall acknowledge the universal reign of Christ.  Give us great zeal in proclaiming the great day of the Lord which has come, and the kingdom that is still coming progressively, and will come in its final form.

DECEMBER 27  -  EVENING
Zechariah 14:16,20 -- And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles....In that day "HOLINESS TO THE LORD" shall be engraved on the bells of the horses. The pots in the Lord's house shall be like the bowls before the altar.
This great chapter pictures the age which is to come, the consummation of the age, in which You would usher in perpetual day, and life-giving water would flow to all the nations.  The whole earth would become Your kingdom, not just Palestine.  Those who set themselves against You would be destroyed.  Everything would be considered sacred.  Yet the world would still not be perfect, and the possibility of disobedience and punishment remains.  This day has come, and is coming.  May Your people long for, pray for, work for, Your triumph over the nations.  Let us seek in our own day the realization of these great promises.  May Your church seek Your honor in the most common aspects of life.  Bring to our minds the grain offering (the meal or cereal offering), in which the most ordinary, unexciting ingredients of homely, industrious life were offered (Lev.2:1-16;  6:14-18).  May our own “bells” and “pots” have inscribed upon them in our minds, “Holy to the Lord.”  May this inscription be on our houses, our children, our church buildings, our stores and offices, and upon all that we use or control  (I Cor.10:31; Deut.6:4-9).
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