DECEMBER 9  -  MORNING and EVENING
Zephaniah 1:14-16 -- The great day of the Lord is near; It is near and hastens quickly. The noise of the day of the Lord is bitter; There the mighty men shall cry out.  That day is a day of wrath, A day of trouble and distress, A day of devastation and desolation, A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness,  A day of trumpet and alarm Against the fortified cities And against the high towers.

Your judgments are terrible, O Lord God.  Your judgment on Judah in sending it into captivity, and all Your temporal judgments, point to the climactic judgments at the cross and at the end of human history (John 12:31-32; Rom.14:10-12; II Cor.5:10).  May Your servants be faithful in warning of Your judgment.  Let us take comfort in the knowledge that we will be hidden on the day of wrath and let us seek righteousness and humility.  Let men not complacently take comfort in that coming day without realizing that it will be a day of judgment upon sin.  Open the eyes of foolish people to see that You are not One with whom to trifle.  Open the mouth of Your spokesmen today as You opened the mouth of Zephaniah, to warn of wrath to come.  Forgive us that we have been so timid in warning men to flee (Matt.3:7).  May even Your people have a right fear of that day when sin will be exposed.  Cause us to hate sin and turn from it – sin of commission and omission; sins of thought, word, and deed; sin with a high hand and secret sin hidden even from ourselves (Num. 15:30-31; Psa.19:12-13).  Cause the people of our land, and especially Your church, to hunger and thirst after righteousness (Matt.5:6).

DECEMBER 10  -  MORNING
Zephaniah 2:1-3 -- Gather yourselves together, yes, gather together, O undesirable nation, Before the decree is issued, Or the day passes like chaff, Before the Lord's fierce anger comes upon you, Before the day of the Lord's anger comes upon you!  Seek the Lord, all you meek of the earth, Who have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness, seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden In the day of the Lord's anger.

Hide us in the day of Your wrath because of the blood and righteousness of Christ Your Son, O Father.  Bring us now to earnestly seek Your face, to seek righteousness and humility.  We deserve to be driven away like the drifting chaff.  Teach us what it means to seek the Lord.  While Your messengers proclaim Your fierce anger, may they also faithfully proclaim Your great love and tender mercy.  May they point men to You as the only hiding place in the day of wrath and judgment.  May all Your people extend Your gracious invitation to “Seek the Lord while He may be found,” to “call upon Him while He is near” (Isa.55:6).  May Your spokesmen today faithfully set before men the necessity of obeying Your commands.  May they not call in a self-righteous way, but may they set an example of those who earnestly seek from the heart to obey all Your will.  Teach Your people here in this congregation what it means to seek Your face.  May the proclamation of Your gospel separate the wheat from the chaff (Matt.13:41-43).

DECEMBER 10  -  EVENING
Zephaniah 3:9-10 -- "For then I will restore to the peoples a pure language, That they all may call on the name of the Lord, To serve Him with one accord.  From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia My worshipers, The daughter of My dispersed ones, Shall bring My offering.

The speech of the peoples of the nations is a corrupt speech, a Babel of incoherence, dissonance, and confusion (Gen.11:9).  The nations cannot communicate with one another or with You, O Lord.  They are a people of unclean lips, whose mouths are full of curses and bitterness (Psa.10:7; Rom.3:19).  You alone can change the speech of the peoples to a pure speech, that they may call upon Your name.  At the return from captivity and especially in the sending of Your Son You turned evil speech into that which honors You.  We ourselves are men of unclean lips, and we dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips (Isa.6:5).  We have been guilty of a worship that is mere formalism, and in many subtle ways we have also called upon idols which are in reality no gods at all.  Touch our lips with coals taken from Your altar (Isa.6:6-7).  Purge our lips, that our mouths shall show forth Your praise, and sinners shall be converted to You (Psa.51:13-15).

DECEMBER 11  -  MORNING
Zephaniah 3:11-12 -- In that day you shall not be shamed for any of your deeds In which you transgress against Me; For then I will take away from your midst Those who rejoice in your pride, And you shall no longer be haughty In My holy mountain.  I will leave in your midst A meek and humble people, And they shall trust in the name of the Lord.

Remove proud ones from our midst, O Lord, and remove the pride from our own hearts.  We will never be blessed as a people as long as foolish pride remains as a characteristic of our life together and our walk before the world.  Grant true humility, which You alone can give.  Give us the grace to walk humbly before You today.  Rebuke and overthrow foolish pride in us.  Do whatever is necessary to remove pride from our midst, whether it requires the painful process of church discipline to purge the old leaven (I Cor.5:6-7) or the painful rod of affliction which seems grievous for the present but afterward yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it (Heb.12:11).  Remind us continually that “pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov.16:18).  

DECEMBER 11  -  EVENING
Zephaniah 3:14-16 -- Sing, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  The Lord has taken away your judgments, He has cast out your enemy. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; You shall see disaster no more.  In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: "Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands be weak.”

O Lord, we long for that day when we will grieve You no longer, when all sin will be taken away from us.  May we long for Your will to be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matt.6:10).  Let all of us who have this hope purify ourselves as You are pure (I John 3:3).  Give us a hunger and thirst after righteousness (Matt.5:6).  Forgive us that we have so little zeal for Your law and Your will.  Give it to us, we plead.  When we contemplate sin forgiven, guilt removed, pollution overcome, restoration accomplished, may our mouths be filled with singing, as were the mouths of the returning captives from bondage.  “Then our mouth was filled with laughter and our tongue with singing…. The Lord has done great things for us, whereof we are glad” (Psa.126:2-3).
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