MAY 28  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 1:1, 9,12-13, 17 -- These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel on this side of the Jordan in the wilderness..." And I spoke to you at that time, saying: 'I alone am not able to bear you....How can I alone bear your problems and your burdens and your complaints? Choose wise, understanding, and knowledgeable men from among your tribes, and I will make them heads over you....You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small as well as the great; you shall not be afraid in any man's presence, for the judgment is God's. The case that is too hard for you, bring to me, and I will hear it.' ”

Give us as a congregation a true plurality of leadership, O Lord.  One man cannot do the work; one man cannot bear the responsibility.  You have declared in Your word by precept and example that this burden is to be shared among godly men who are filled with the Spirit and wisdom (Acts 6:3).  Give us more and more such a body of leadership, men of courage who are able to search the Scriptures and apply them to their own lives and the lives of the people.  May the people realize that these men keep watch over their souls as men who must give account (Heb.13:17).  Give our leaders strength and boldness, O Lord, that they will not be afraid of the faces of men.  Forgive them, and forgive us, for so often shrinking back in the face of opposition and wrong.  Give consistency, gentleness, love, and humility.

MAY 28  -  EVENING

Deuteronomy 1:28-31 -- 'Where can we go up? Our brethren have discouraged our hearts, saying, "The people are greater and taller than we; the cities are great and fortified up to heaven; moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakim there." ’  Then I said to you, 'Do not be terrified, or afraid of them. The Lord your God, who goes before you, He will fight for you, according to all He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, and in the wilderness where you saw how the Lord your God carried you, as a man carries his son, in all the way that you went until you came to this place.'

The foes seem overwhelming to us, O Lord, stronger, more influential, more intellectual, better financed.  Our own tendency is to quake and shrink back in the face of such opposition, even as Israel did.  Remind us, O Lord, of the omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence that is on our side.  We are Your servants.  Go before us, undertake for us, fight the battle for us, through us.  Forgive us for shrinking back at the size and strength of the enemy, especially for being confounded by the giants of apathy and indifference among the people.  Remind us that nothing is impossible with You.  Give us the faith and trust which we do not possess in ourselves (Gen.18:14; Jer.32:17; Matt.17:20; 19:26; Mark 10:22; Luke1:37).

MAY 29  -  MORNING and EVENING

Deuteronomy 2:4-5, 9, 19, 24, 36 -- "You are about to pass through the territory of your brethren, the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir; and they will be afraid of you. Therefore watch yourselves carefully. Do not meddle with them, for I will not give you any of their land, no, not so much as one footstep, because I have given Mount Seir to Esau as a possession. ....Do not harass Moab, nor contend with them in battle, for I will not give you any of their land as a possession, because I have given Ar to the descendants of Lot as a possession....And when you come near the people of Ammon, do not harass them or meddle with them, for I will not give you any of the land of the people of Ammon as a possession, because I have given it to the descendants of Lot as a possession....Rise, take your journey, and cross over the River Arnon. Look, I have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land. Begin to possess it, and engage him in battle.”...From Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, and from the city that is in the ravine, as far as Gilead, there was not one city too strong for us; the Lord our God delivered all to us.

It is in Your sovereign right and power to give whatever You wish to whomever You wish, O Lord.  You give to Your people what You desire them to have, and no power on earth can resist us or frustrate Your plan.  Yet there are certain things which in Your own wisdom You have withheld from us and not allowed us to possess.  Give Your people – and give us as a family and as individuals – contentment to rest in Your all-encompassing providence.  And give us faith and courage to possess that which You have given us to possess.  May we be faithful to Your commands and leave the results to You.  

MAY 30  -  MORNING and EVENING

Deuteronomy 3:23-28 -- " Then I pleaded with the Lord at that time, saying: 'O Lord God, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your mighty hand, for what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do anything like Your works and Your mighty deeds?  I pray, let me cross over and see the good land beyond the Jordan, those pleasant mountains, and Lebanon.'  But the Lord was angry with me on your account, and would not listen to me. So the Lord said to me: 'Enough of that! Speak no more to Me of this matter.  Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift your eyes toward the west, the north, the south, and the east; behold it with your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan.  But command Joshua, and encourage him and strengthen him; for he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which you will see.' ”

We know that You have only begun to show us Your greatness, O Lord, in this life and that which is to come.  Yet in Your perfect justice, righteousness, and wisdom, You do not allow us to see the fruit of all our labor.  The leaders You have chosen in Your church long and desire to see Your people enter the promised land of blessing, fellowship, zeal, prosperity, conquest, growth, and soundness.  Yet because of their own sin and because of Your great providence, they may not see these results in their particular ministry or in their own lifetime.  Others will reap where they have sown (I Cor.3:5-10; II Cor.10:13).  Use them now where You have placed them, and give them contentment that the Judge of all the earth will do right (Gen.18:25).  Give all of Your people contentment with the state in which they find themselves and a desire for Your glory and the good of all the people of God above their own plans and ambitions (Phil.4:11).

MAY 31  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 4:1-2 -- "Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that you may live, and go in and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers is giving you.  You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.”

Lord, the perverseness of the human heart is such that we are continually inclined to add to Your word and take away from it.  Give us clarity of spiritual thought that we will be able to read our own thinking and discern the words and writings of others, so that we will not add to or subtract from Your word, but gladly and humbly submit to it.  What a sobering warning is given at the conclusion of the inspired Scriptures: “If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book” (Rev. 22:18-19).  Give us ears to hear.

Deuteronomy 4:6-8 -- "Therefore be careful to observe them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes, and say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.'  For what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as the Lord our God is to us, for whatever reason we may call upon Him? And what great nation is there that has such statutes and righteous judgments as are in all this law which I set before you this day?”

We are so prone to forgive Your mighty deeds and Your lovingkindness toward Your people, O Lord. Open the eyes of our leaders and our people to see that the nation is blessed whose God is the Lord (Psa.33:12), and that the ignoring and neglecting of Your righteous statutes in our national life will lead to chaos and ultimately to judgment.  Call our nation back to godliness and our people to individual and family piety.  Especially call Your church to humble ourselves and pray and seek your face and turn from our wicked ways (II Chron.7:14).  Forgive us, Lord for so often complaining about Your law, as if it were a burden to us, instead of rejoicing in its righteousness and the privilege of having it given to us.  Give us delight in Your law; “for this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments, and His commandments are not burdensome” (I John 5:3).  Remind us that “righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov.14:34). 

MAY 31  -  EVENING

Deuteronomy 4:9, 23 -- " Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and your grandchildren....Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of anything which the Lord your God has forbidden you.”

May we continually give diligence, take heed, make our calling and election sure (II Pet. 1:10), and stir up the gift of God that is within us (II Tim.1:6).  May we not drift or become complacent and take for granted our relationship with You.  The godly life is one that must be carefully cultivated, not something that comes automatically, without thought, effort, discipline, and responsibility.  Give us alertness and watchfulness, we pray.  Enable us, move us, to “take heed” lest we forget.  The perennial temptation and inclination is to forget.  It is like the pull of gravity – there must be exertion in the opposite direction or there will be a steady downgrade.  Give us the desire and ability to swim against the stream of society and against our own inclinations.

JUNE 1  -  MORNING
Deuteronomy 5:6-8, 11-12, 16-21 -- ' I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  You shall have no other gods before Me.  You shall not make for yourself a carved image -- any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth....You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.  Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the Lord your God commanded you....Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may be well with you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you.  You shall not murder.  You shall not commit adultery.  You shall not steal.  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife; and you shall not desire your neighbor's house, his field, his male servant, his female servant, his ox, his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.'

We are Yours, O Lord.  We belong completely to You – by right of creation and by right of redemption.  You fully possess all rights over us.  Make us all Your own; give us such gratitude of heart for the gracious covenant You have established with us that we will acknowledge Your right in every area and earnestly seek to bring our lives into conformity with Your commands, in thought, word, and deed.  “The dearest idol I have known, whate’er that idol be; help me to tear it from Thy throne, and worship only Thee.”  Write this summary of Your law – the Ten Commandments – upon our hearts, that our obedience to You will have specific form and content (Psa.40:8; Rom.2:14-16).

Deuteronomy 5:12, 15 -- ' Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you....And remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.’

As the Sabbath day approaches, O Lord, give us a heart attitude in keeping it that will please You.  Let us keep it in the light of Your redemption, Your saving Your people from bondage in sin.  Let it be to us a token of the freedom, release, and joy that are found in Christ, our Sabbath Rest.  We thank You that Deuteronomy, the “second law,” adds this note of incentive to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.  Remind us on the Lord’s Day – and each day – that by our natural birth we were slaves to sin, in bondage to self and Satan.  But in Your mighty power and grace You bought us with a price (I Cor.6:20), ransomed us, and made us Your own bond slaves (Deut.15:12-17).  May we rejoice in being Your servants, and may this one day in seven be a token of all the other days that belong to You.

JUNE 2  -  MORNING and EVENING
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 -- " Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.”

O Lord, we know that the key to effectively teaching these things is for them to be upon our own hearts.  May Your law be such a part of us and our own lives that our teaching of our children and others will be a natural outflow of the truth.  May Your commands be our daily meditation, ever before us, that we think of them often and apply them to every situation we encounter.  May our children grow up seeing how important Your word is to us, and may they know it and love it from childhood.  Give them wisdom to apply Your law to their own hearts.  As the head of a household, I ask for such love for my wife and children that I will seek to train them constantly in Your truth.  May the gospel be the most natural subject of conversation in our home.  May our children grow to maturity looking at life from Your perspective, O Lord!

JUNE 3  -  MORNING and EVENING

Deuteronomy 7:6-8 -- " For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth.  The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; but because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.” 

Hold before us continually this truth, O God: that there is no reason in us that caused You to choose us – no works, no faith, no response.  It is only Your free grace that has caused You to reach down to us in mercy.  Your love and Your covenant promise are our constant trust.  May the reality of Your sovereign initiative fill us with love for You in return and gratitude for Your salvation.  May Your grace be our greatest delight, and the theme of the preaching of Your congregation here and the theme of the lives of our people.  May we live today as those who have been redeemed by grace.  Make us effective instruments of Your work in the world.  Cause us to conquer in Your name, as Israel did in its finest hours, casting down every idol, destroying every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, and taking every thought captive to obey Christ (II Cor.10:5).  

JUNE 4  -  MORNING
Deuteronomy 8:2-3 -- "And you shall remember that the Lord your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord.”

Humble us before You, O Lord, and teach us our utter dependence upon You.  Let us understand fully that every physical sustenance that we enjoy comes from You – food that we will eat today, clothing that we will wear, the security and comfort of a home.  Especially let us be conscious of the fact that we must not live by or for these physical necessities.  Your word must be our primary sustenance.  Even if these others were to diminish greatly or be taken away, Your word would sustain.  Teach us to trust in You more fully.  Keep us from self-confidence, self-dependence, and self-sufficiency.   Every day, every breath, is a gift from Your hand (Jas.1:17).  May we seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness, knowing that You will provide for all our true needs (Matt.6:33).

JUNE 4  -  EVENING

Deuteronomy 8:11-14, 17 -- " Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, lest -- when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage...then you say in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.' ”

How inclined we are to think, when we have accomplished anything, that it is by the power of our own intellect or cleverness, or strength – physical or spiritual.  How inclined we are to overlook and forget Your great love and power and our utter dependence upon You.  We need constant reminders of Your sovereignty and Lordship.  We must “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy” (Ex.20:8; Deut.5:12), and we must remember all Your commands to keep them.  How easy it is to “be lifted up and forget, to be “at ease in Zion” (Amos 6:1).  Stir our memories today, so that we will be filled with gratitude and praise.  “Lord God of hosts, be with us yet – lest we forget; lest we forget!”

JUNE 5  -  MORNING and EVENING
Deuteronomy 9:4, 7, 24 -- "Do not think in your heart, after the Lord your God has cast them out before you, saying, 'Because of my righteousness the Lord has brought me in to possess this land'; but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is driving them out from before you....Remember! Do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilderness. From the day that you departed from the land of Egypt until you came to this place, you have been rebellious against the Lord....You have been rebellious against the Lord from the day that I knew you.”

Earlier the Israelites were told that it was not because of their number that they were chosen, because of their strength or natural ability (Deut.7:7).  Now they are told that it is not because of their moral ability, their own goodness.  Open our eyes to see fully, O Lord, that there is nothing good in us that would cause You to set Your love upon us.  It is only because of Your mercy and grace.  It is because of Your covenant which You made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  If we win any spiritual victories, even today, do not let us deceive ourselves into thinking that they are the result of our own righteousness.  Take away the rebellion of our hearts.

JUNE 6  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 -- " And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments of the Lord and His statutes which I command you today for your good?”

This summary of our duty to You sounds so simple, O Lord, and yet it is impossible to keep in our own strength.  Our own hearts are so cold, so indifferent to You.  We are not filled with fervent zeal to love and serve You with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength (Mark 12:30).  Give what You require!  Enable us to fear You and to walk in Your ways this day.  Give us a delight in keeping Your commandments (I John 5:3).  “He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with Your God?”  (Micah 6:8).  Impress upon our hearts and minds such brief and pithy summaries of Your truth, O Lord, that we will not only be able to bring them to mind easily, but that we will also strive by all the means of Your appointment to live according to them; to show by our lives that we are true children of God’s grace. 
JUNE 6  -  EVENING
Deuteronomy 10:17-19 -- "For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe. He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing. Therefore love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”

Make us a people very sensitive to those who are strangers in our midst, foreigners, refugees in our land, or even visitors among us as a congregation.  We are so selfish that our attention is focused upon our own needs and the needs of our immediate family.  Open our eyes and our hearts to the needs of others, O Lord.  For while we were strangers, foreigners to Your grace, You set Your love upon us.  May this awareness set our perspective in the way we look upon the poor and needy – those who are needy physically and those who are needy spiritually.  You have given us Your Son, and with Him You have freely given us all things (Rom.8:32).  May we openly invite others to come into our midst, our church and our home, and say to them, “Come with us, and we will do you good” (Num.10:29).   

JUNE 7  -  MORNING
Deuteronomy 11:10-12 --  "For the land which you go to possess is not like the land of Egypt from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and watered it by foot, as a vegetable garden; but the land which you cross over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water from the rain of heaven, a land for which the Lord your God cares; the eyes of the Lord your God are always on it, from the beginning of the year to the very end of the year.” 

Make us aware of the physical prosperity and blessing which we so much take for granted, a land with even more natural resources than Canaan, with food in abundance in grocery stores, with gardens planted more as a hobby than a necessity, to supplement our diet rather than for basic needs.  We are far more wealthy than Abraham, or even Solomon.  Make us aware of our own wealth; keep us from becoming dependent upon it, but make us conscious of our dependence upon You, our God.  Make us even more aware of the spiritual blessing and heritage You have given to us.

JUNE 7  -  EVENING

Deuteronomy 11:26-28 -- " Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse: the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you today;  and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way which I command you today, to go after other gods which you have not known.”

Let us see clearly the distinctives that You set before men, O Lord.  It is so easy to blur these clear-cut alternatives in our minds; and everything in our society moves toward a watering down of such radical choice.  May Your church never give in to such subtle compromise but ever hold fast and set forth the realities of life and death, blessing and curse.  May we be very aware of these alternatives in our own lives.  May we choose life, that we and our descendents may live (Deut.30:19).  Enable us to effectively impress upon our own children the great choice between life and death, blessing and curse.  For “there is a way which seems right to a man, but the end of it is the way of death” (Prov.14:12).  May they enter at the narrow gate and walk the narrow path that leads to life (Matt.7:24-27).

JUNE 8  -  MORNING and EVENING

Deuteronomy 12:13-14, 28, 32 -- "Take heed to yourself that you do not offer your burnt offerings in every place that you see; but in the place which the Lord chooses, in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I command you....Observe and obey all these words which I command you, that it may go well with you and your children after you forever, when you do what is good and right in the sight of the Lord your God....Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it.”

You no longer require us to worship You at a particular earthly place, O Lord (John 4:21-23).  Even though the physical place and the outward form of worship have changed, this old covenant requirement of a single location points to the need for purity of worship.  There are to be no innovations of man in Your worship, but You are to be worshipped exactly as You Yourself have commanded, the way You desire to be worshipped.  We are to draw from Your written word the principles and practices by which we are to come before Your holy throne.  How prone man is to invent means and methods of his own devising, from his own heart!  But Your word is sufficient for all of our thinking and practice, particularly in this crucial area of worship, about which You have revealed so much detail.  May our worship on this Lord’s Day be in accord with Your revealed will and in the power of the Holy Spirit, in Spirit and in truth (John 4:24).  May it be worship that is not mere lip service, but from the heart (Isa.29:13).

JUNE 9  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 13:1-3, 5 -- "If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods' -- which you have not known -- 'and let us serve them,'  you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you to know whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul....But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has spoken in order to turn you away from the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of bondage, to entice you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall put away the evil from your midst.”

Thank You, Lord, even for tests to our faith.  When we are tested by false teaching and practice, may we stand firm by Your grace and manifest undivided allegiance to You, to Your worship and Your will as it is revealed in Your word.  May we have true and godly discernment in both theology and ethics.  The false prophets in our own day claim “signs and wonders” of all kinds, miraculous works of their own power, intelligence, prestige, and credentials.  Give us discernment, we pray, for ourselves and for the warning of our children and all Your people.  We see the sights that dazzle, and hear the tempting sounds.  The foe is ever near us, around us and within.  But Jesus, draw Thou nearer, and shield our souls from sin. 

JUNE 9  -  EVENING
Deuteronomy 14:22-23 --" You shall truly tithe all the increase of your grain that the field produces year by year. And you shall eat before the Lord your God, in the place where He chooses to make His name abide, the tithe of your grain and your new wine and your oil, of the firstborn of your herds and your flocks, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always.”

The leaders and laborers in Your church today are dependent upon the tithes of Your people, as the Levites were.  Enable them and us to think wisely  and Biblically about earning a living by the preaching of the gospel (I Cor.9:13-14).  “Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit?” (I Cor.9:7).  Move Your people to faithful support of Your work, and move Your shepherds to see their work as a stewardship entrusted to them by the Owner of the vineyard Himself.  As the Levites also tithed for the support of the priests and temple services, let Your ministers give of the firstfruits of their labors back to You.  May they give willingly and generously, as well as systematically and proportionately.  Teach them, and us, to see their work as a field in which they labor for You and learn to fear the Lord their God always.

JUNE 10  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 15:6-8 – “For the Lord your God will bless you just as He promised you; you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow; you shall reign over many nations, but they shall not reign over you.  If there is among you a poor man of your brethren, within any of the gates in your land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart nor shut your hand from your poor brother, but you shall open your hand wide to him and willingly lend him sufficient for his need, whatever he needs.”

Lord, may we honor You in all our financial dealings.  May we not be anxious and troubled about material things (Matt.6:25; Luke 10:41; Phil.4:7).  May we have complete trust in You as our Provider.  Keep us from unnecessary debt.  May we learn to live within that portion which You have provided.  May this area of our lives be a faithful witness and example to others.   In the midst of the welfare state in which we live, with all its abuses of the concept of charity, keep us from hardening our hearts against those in need.  Return this concept of concern for the poor to the thinking and practice of Your people.  Our hearts seldom go out to those in need, unless it is moved occasionally in an emotional way by the obvious plight of someone who is destitute.  It is so difficult to help, and it requires so much time and thought and energy.  Open our eyes and our hearts to see and care, O God.  Remind us of how You cared for us.

JUNE 10  -  EVENING
Deuteronomy 15:12, 15-17 --  "If your brother, a Hebrew man, or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you and serves you six years, then in the seventh year you shall let him go free from you....You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God redeemed you; therefore I command you this thing today. And if it happens that he says to you, 'I will not go away from you,' because he loves you and your house, since he prospers with you, then you shall take an awl and thrust it through his ear to the door, and he shall be your servant forever. Also to your female servant you shall do likewise.”

Make us Your willing bond slaves, O Lord, those who know that they have been redeemed from sin by Your grace and owe You all that we are and have.  The Hebrew slaves were set free in the seventh year, but some by their own choice were slaves for life.  May we be that kind of servants to You, realizing something of Your great kindness and grace and the favored position we have in Your household as Your children.  Bind our hearts and lives to You in the closest possible allegiance, so that even when we are tempted to wander and stray we will remember the covenant bond which is established between us and You. 

JUNE 11  -  MORNING and EVENING

Deuteronomy 16:16-17 -- "Three times a year all your males shall appear before the Lord your God in the place which He chooses: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles; and they shall not appear before the Lord empty-handed.  Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God which He has given you.”

Passover, Jerusalem, sacrifice, the month Abib, Weeks, Booths – all these forms and places are strange to us today, O Lord, and yet the reality that is portrayed in these Old Covenant feasts is of great significance to Your people in every generation.  The reality of Your passing over sin, the Lamb Whose blood was shed as a sacrifice for the sins of the people, Your bringing Your people through wilderness hardship into the place of blessing, the outpouring of Your Holy Spirit – all these truths have great importance to us. Let us contemplate them often, returning to them again and again to meditate upon them.  Make us aware of Christ, our Passover, today, and let us live in gratitude for our redemption (I Cor.5:7).

JUNE 12  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 17:6-7, 13 -- "Whoever is deserving of death shall be put to death on the testimony of two or three witnesses; he shall not be put to death on the testimony of one witness.  The hands of the witnesses shall be the first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So you shall put away the evil from among you....And all the people shall hear and fear, and no longer act presumptuously.”

Your principles of justice are fair and impartial, O Lord.  How dare sinful men challenge the justice of Your revealed will?  The people of our own day believe they are wiser than You, and seek to substitute their own notions of justice for Yours.  Humble those who are in places of authority among us; open their eyes to see the necessity of patterning man’s laws after God’s laws.  In Your church may Your principles of justice and mercy guide all our dealings.  When censures are necessary, may people fear the just sentence of Your church which is striving earnestly to do Your will.  Give us the same balance between love and holiness that is manifested perfectly in Your own Person and Word, O Lord.

JUNE 12  -  EVENING

Deuteronomy 17:15-19 -- "...you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses; one from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, for the Lord has said to you, 'You shall not return that way again.'  Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself.  Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from the one before the priests, the Levites.  And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God and be careful to observe all the words of this law and these statutes...”

Give us such men to rule over us, O God, men who ultimately fear You alone and are determined to obey Your word in their own lives and in the laws of the land.  As I serve You as prophet, priest, and king, in my family and in Your church, as Your vice-regent, may the words of Your law be written on my heart, that I may learn to fear You.  May my family and fellow church members see in me one who is seeking by Your grace and power to faithfully lead.  Even today, may the words of this book be pressed upon each of our consciences and consciousness, that our lives may conform to its good patterns.  Give men in places of authority a fear of multiplying wives or multiplying silver and gold; but most of all, give them a fear of You. 

JUNE 13  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 18:10-12 -- "There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.  For all who do these things are an abomination to the Lord, and because of these abominations the Lord your God drives them out from before you.” 

Our modern era, which so prides itself on its progress and sophistication, is filled with such abominations, though often in more subtle forms.  People who would never think of placing their children in the white hot arms of Moloch approve the dismembering of unborn children in the womb.  The occult is very much alive, and millions are caught up in its web.  Enable us and all Your people to see these things for what they are: abominations in the sight of God and the cause for Your curse to fall upon a society.  Cause us to abhor these things in our hearts and cry out against them.  Use Your people to open the eyes of a wicked and adulterous generation (Mark 8:38).  Show the people of our day the great devastations that have fallen on peoples of the past and cause them to shudder in horror.  

JUNE 13  -  EVENING
Deuteronomy 18:15, 18-19 --" The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear...I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him.  And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him.”
Your voice is too terrible for mortal men, sinful men, to hear, O Lord.  You have therefore given words to men to speak in Your name.  Thank You for the inspired order of prophets throughout the days of Scripture, for the prophets’ God-breathed writings, and most of all, for the Living Word,  the Lord Jesus Christ, the final prophet like Moses, who came to reveal God to His people (Acts 3:22-23).  He is also our Priest (Deut.18:1 ff.) and our King (Deut.17:14-20).  May we heed the words which He spoke in Your name.  May the word and will of Christ be our authority.  May we fear to obey any other.  May Your ministers faithfully proclaim the prophetic word, and may all Your people declare it and live it in the ordinary circumstances of life.  Bring this society to its knees, O Lord, before the ultimate Prophet, Your Son, to acknowledge that He alone is the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6).

JUNE 14  -  MORNING and EVENING

Deuteronomy 19:15-20 -- " One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established.  If a false witness rises against any man to testify against him of wrongdoing, then both men in the controversy shall stand before the Lord, before the priests and the judges who serve in those days.   And the judges shall make careful inquiry, and indeed, if the witness is a false witness, who has testified falsely against his brother, then you shall do to him as he thought to have done to his brother; so you shall put away the evil from among you.  And those who remain shall hear and fear, and hereafter they shall not again commit such evil among you.”

Restore to our society a Biblical concept of justice, O Lord.  These precepts in Deuteronomy run contrary to all that the people of our day are inclined to believe and practice, even those who profess to be Your people.  Especially may the evil of bearing false witness be seen for the sin that it is.  May Your people be filled with fear lest we misrepresent the facts of a situation or misuse even the truth.  We know what it is to be misrepresented and misunderstood.  May we be very conscious of the danger of misrepresenting others.  Give us the power to guard our own tongues and set an example for others to follow.  May the false witnesses who testified against Naboth and against Christ be an example of horror to us (I Kings 21:10; Mark 14:56).

JUNE 15  -  MORNING and EVENING
Deuteronomy 20:3-4 -- 'Hear, O Israel: Today you are on the verge of battle with your enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not tremble or be terrified because of them;  for the Lord your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.' 

Our enemies are not those who are seeking our physical lives, O Lord, but those who are eagerly hoping to see us fall and our ministry for You be discredited, those who hope that we will be utterly ashamed, embarrassed, and discredited.  Let us not wage spiritual warfare in our own strength, but in total dependence upon You, the Lord our God, who goes before us to fight for us against our enemies and give us the victory.  May our chief concern be not so much whether You are on our side, as whether we are on Your side.  Let us fully lean on Your arm as we war against sin within ourselves or externally against Your enemies who oppose You and Your truth.  Let us not fear or tremble, knowing that the battle is not ours, but God’s, and that You will surely be victorious.  (I Sam.17:47; II Chron.14:11; 20:12,15).  Vindicate Your own name and honor in our lives and ministries, O Christ, and uphold Your truth in the church and in the society in which we live.

JUNE 16  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 21:8-9, 22-23 – “ 'Provide atonement, O Lord, for Your people Israel, whom You have redeemed, and do not lay innocent blood to the charge of Your people Israel.' And atonement shall be provided on their behalf for the blood. So you shall put away the guilt of innocent blood from among you when you do what is right in the sight of the Lord....If a man has committed a sin deserving of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you shall surely bury him that day, so that you do not defile the land which the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance; for he who is hanged is accursed of God.”

Let us understand something of the seriousness of sin and guilt before You, O God.  Give us at least a glimpse of what sin deserves, the plight of our human society and the desperate condition of our own hearts apart from Your mercy.  Over against that background let us see Your grace and be moved to gratitude and response far more than we have been.  Remind us of the price paid for sin: “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree...” (Gal.3:13).

JUNE 16  -  EVENING
Deuteronomy 21:18-21 -- " If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and who, when they have chastened him, will not heed them,  then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his city, to the gate of his city. And they shall say to the elders of his city, 'This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.' Then all the men of his city shall stone him to death with stones; so you shall put away the evil from among you, and all Israel shall hear and fear.”

Deliver us, O Lord, from the horror of having rebellious children, especially through our own neglect.  Make us diligent to speak to them often about You and Your law, to warn them about the consequences of turning from Your truth, to call upon them to trust You with all their hearts and plead with You for a new heart.  Give us diligence in discipline and instruction.  May it never become necessary for the civil government or the church to have to deal with the punishing of our children.  May we love them enough to warn and discipline (Deut.6:7; Eph.6:4; I Sam.3:13; I Ki.1:6).

JUNE 17  -  MORNING
Deuteronomy 22:1-3 -- "You shall not see your brother's ox or his sheep going astray, and hide yourself from them; you shall certainly bring them back to your brother.  And if your brother is not near you, or if you do not know him, then you shall bring it to your own house, and it shall remain with you until your brother seeks it; then you shall restore it to him.  You shall do the same with his donkey, and so shall you do with his garment; with any lost thing of your brother's, which he has lost and you have found, you shall do likewise; you must not hide yourself.”

Give us such a concern for our brother that we will seek his best interest in every way, spiritually and materially.  Your word touches upon the most tangible, specific issues, O Lord.  For Your people no area of our lives may remain untouched by Your revealed will and purposes.  Your law relates to every area of life.  May we see even today in very concrete ways the relationship of Your gospel to the issues in our own lives.  May we be sensitive to the needs of those around us today.  May we treat the property of our neighbor as though it were our own and do unto others as we would have them do unto us (Matt.7:12).  May our eyes be open, even today, to practical ways in which we may put the principles of these laws into effect.

JUNE 17  -  EVENING

Deuteronomy 22:22 --" If a man is found lying with a woman married to a husband, then both of them shall die -- the man that lay with the woman, and the woman; so you shall put away the evil from Israel.”

Open the eyes of the people of our society to see the horror of adultery, O Lord!  Very many people – perhaps even a majority of them – see marital unfaithfulness as something that is relatively harmless.  It carries the aura of something that is “daring” and “intriguing”  and “naughty,” as though it is something to be tolerated, if not even encouraged.  Force people to see it as You see it, O Lord, as an offense against a holy God, as treason against society itself, as a thing which wrecks the home and family as the basic unit of a culture.  Warn us continually to guard our own hearts and eyes, that we will not yield to the temptations to sin in thought, speech, and behavior.  Give our marriage such internal stability that it will weather all external assaults.  May our marriage be founded upon the rock of Christ and His word (Matt.7:24).  Protect the marriages and families of our congregation, and make them strong, healthy marriages for Your own glory.

JUNE 18  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 23:14 --"For the Lord your God walks in the midst of your camp, to deliver you and give your enemies over to you; therefore your camp shall be holy, that He may see no unclean thing among you, and turn away from you.”

These regulations of common hygiene symbolize the need for holiness of life among Your people.  O Lord, may we be as aware as sinful people can be of Your own holiness and Your demand for holiness among Your creatures, and particularly among Your own people.  May Your people see the need for true and Biblical discipline.  The people around us are caught up in that which is filthy, unwholesome, and immoral.  Make Your own people utterly distinct from the people of the world in their thinking, speaking, and practice (II Cor.6:14 – 7:1).  Protect our family and congregation from the diseases and dissipation that follow the unclean practices of an immoral society.  Make us willing to confront practices which are contrary to Your word and to put away the wicked person from us (I Cor.5:13).  We thank You for Christ Your Son who took the place of sinners and suffered “outside the gate” (Heb.13:12).

JUNE 18  EVENING

Deuteronomy 23:21-23 -- " When you make a vow to the Lord your God, you shall not delay to pay it; for the Lord your God will surely require it of you, and it would be sin to you.   But if you abstain from vowing, it shall not be sin to you.  That which has gone from your lips you shall keep and perform, for you voluntarily vowed to the Lord your God what you have promised with your mouth.”

We have taken many vows with our lips, O Lord, vows of church membership, marriage, the baptism of our children, and some of us vows of ordination to church office.  Give us grace, we pray, to fulfill in our lives what we have professed in words.  It would be better not to vow at all, than to vow and not pay (Ecc.5:5).  May these vows be before us today as we live our lives.  Give us hearts that earnestly want to serve and please You.  Enable us to impress upon others the significance of their taking of solemn vows. How lightly the people of our day, even professing Christians, take solemn oaths and vows.  Return us to the sanctity of what we say with our lips.

JUNE 19  MORNING and EVENING

Deuteronomy 24:19 -- " When you reap your harvest in your field, and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.”

Give us generous hearts, O God, hearts concerned for the needs of others.  We are naturally selfish and stingy.  Open our hearts and our hands to our fellow men.  Open our eyes to see the need of those around us.  Our attention is so focused upon our own needs and desires that we are often not even aware of the problems of others.  May we be particularly sensitive today to any who may cross our paths in Your providence.  Turn Your church to respond to the needy around us – those who are materially needy and those who are spiritually needy.  Turn our nation away from the welfare mentality which undermines individual initiative and perpetuates laziness and greed.  Raise up godly thinkers and leaders who will seek to wisely implement Biblical principles in governmental policy.  Return Your people to true charity which is personal, local, and which implements accountability.  

JUNE 20  MORNING and EVENING
Deuteronomy 25:13-16 -- " You shall not have in your bag differing weights, a heavy and a light.  You shall not have in your house differing measures, a large and a small.  You shall have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just measure, that your days may be lengthened in the land which the Lord your God is giving you. For all who do such things, all who behave unrighteous, are an abomination to the Lord your God.”

You are concerned, O Lord, with our just dealing with our fellow men on a daily basis in ordinary business affairs.  Keep this fact before us today and each day as we deal with brothers and sisters and with those outside Your covenant.  May all our dealings with men be unquestionably honest, not because honesty is the best policy, the most profitable policy for us, or the policy that is best for other people or society in general, but because You are the just God who has commanded honesty in Your word.  Enable Your ministers and Your church to set before the business world the principles and requirements of Your law and the need for people of every profession to bow before the holy God. 

JUNE 21  -  MORNING and EVENING

Deuteronomy 26:5, 8-10, 13 -- "And you shall answer and say before the Lord your God: 'My father was a Syrian, about to perish, and he went down to Egypt and dwelt there, few in number; and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous.’ ...So the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and wonders.  He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, "a land flowing with milk and honey"; and now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land which you, O Lord, have given me.' Then you shall set it before the Lord your God, and worship before the Lord your God....then you shall say before the Lord your God: 'I have removed the holy tithe from my house, and also have given them to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, according to all Your commandments which You have commanded me; I have not transgressed Your commandments, nor have I forgotten them.’ ”

You have provided for our needs in such abundance, O God, and for the needs of our family and congregation.  Fill our hearts with such gratitude that we will gladly, willingly, bring the first-fruits of all that we have to You.  So move among Your people that the very first act in receiving anything from Your hand will be to set aside that portion which must be returned to You as a token of all the rest.  Let us never dare to allow that sacred portion to remain in our house.  Give us hearts to return the first-fruits willingly and gladly, and not only these tokens, but all that we are and have.

JUNE 22  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 27:2-3 -- "And it shall be, on the day when you cross over the Jordan to the land which the Lord your God is giving you, that you shall set up for yourselves large stones, and whitewash them with lime.  You shall write on them all the words of this law, when you have crossed over, that you may enter the land which the Lord your God is giving you, 'a land flowing with milk and honey,' just as the Lord God of your fathers promised you.”

As the law was inscribed on the heart of the land of Canaan, may Your laws be written upon the heart of our nation and society.  May they be written upon the heart of Your church and upon the hearts of Your people.  May Your law be written upon our own hearts, even as it was written upon the heart of Christ (Psa.40:8), that we will delight to know it and obey it.  Often the thinking of the people of our society is completely contrary to Your revealed will, O God.  Give us discernment to measure all things, all thinking, words, and actions, by Your law.  Give Your ministers boldness to apply Your law in their preaching and in their informal contacts.  May they be faithful spokesmen for You, declaring Your blessing upon obedience and Your curse upon disobedience.

JUNE 22  -  EVENING

Deuteronomy 27:12-13;  28:2, 15 -- "These shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people, when you have crossed over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin; and these shall stand on Mount Ebal to curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali....And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the Lord your God...But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you...”

Let us always see clearly the graphic reality of blessing and curse as exemplified in Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal on this historic occasion.  Set these consequences ever before our face, and cause us to obey Your commands from the heart.  Set the alternatives clearly before our nation and church.  Enable preachers today, and all of us, to faithfully declare Your truth, in both its positive and negative aspects.  It is so difficult to meet the proper Biblical balance between law and gospel, salvation and damnation, love and holiness, faith and works, sovereignty and responsibility.  Enable us as Your people to faithful live and teach this Biblical balance.  Fill us with Your word and Spirit.

JUNE 23  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 28:3-6 -- "Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country. Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of your ground and the increase of your herds, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks.  Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.  Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.”

Lord, we have forfeited all right to such an outpouring of blessing by our sin and rebellion and indifference to You and Your law.  Cleanse us from sin, and look not upon our iniquity, but upon our substitute, the One who bore the curse that we deserve and made such blessing ours.  May we live in amazement and wonder at Your mercy and forgiveness.  May we never take for granted the material and spiritual blessing You have poured out upon us.  Give us hearts of gratitude and obedience as we contemplate the ways You have cared for us, protected and provided for us, and guided us by Your providence.

JUNE 23  -  EVENING

Deuteronomy 28:15, 23-24 -- " But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you...your heavens which are over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you shall be iron.  The Lord will change the rain of your land to powder and dust; from the heaven it shall come down on you until you are destroyed.”

The heavens being brass refers here primarily to the lack of rain upon crops, but O Lord, let us dread even more the heavens being brass with regard to our prayers.  If we regard iniquity in our hearts, the Lord will not hear (Psa.66:18).  “When you spread forth your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen” (Isa.1:15).  Let us dread above all else a famine of hearing the word of God (Amos 8:11).  Open our eyes to see the dreadful consequences of ignoring Your truth and rebelling against Your revealed will.  Give our society a holy horror at the curses that are pronounced upon disobedience.  Your judgments upon agriculture and industry have been so often ignored in history.  Cause us to think Biblically about these things again.  

JUNE 24  -  MORNING
Deuteronomy 29:10-12, 14 -- " All of you stand today before the Lord your God: your leaders and your tribes and your elders and your officers, all the men of Israel, your little ones and your wives -- also the stranger who is in your camp, from the one who cuts your wood to the one who draws your water -- that you may enter into covenant with the Lord your God, and into His oath, which the Lord your God makes with you today that He may establish you today as a people for Himself, and that He may be God to you, just as He has spoken to you, and just as He has sworn to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  I make this covenant and this oath, not with you alone, but with him who stands here with us today before the Lord our God, as well as with him who is not here with us today...”

How gracious You are to deal with Your people representatively, O Lord, and in lines of generation.  You did not make Your covenant only with those who actually stood before You at Sinai or at the entrance to Canaan, but “with him who is not here with us this day,” with all Your true people in every generation.  The history of the people of Israel is our history.  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are our own fathers in the faith.  Jesus said, “And I have other sheep which are not of this fold; them I must also bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one Shepherd” (John 10:16).  Enable us to read the Old Covenant history in this glorious light, to rejoice in our redemption and to heed the solemn warnings and judgments.

JUNE 24  -  EVENING
Deuteronomy 29:29 --"The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”

Let us not try to live according to Your secret will, O Lord, for You have forbidden us to pry into the future by means of mystical discernment.  We do not know what the future holds.  Keep us from an unwise prying into things You have chosen not to reveal.  Let us be content to rest the future in the hands of Your sovereign providence, knowing that You hold the future and that You do all things well.  But let us focus our attention upon Your clearly revealed commands.  May our life’s obsession be to obey Your commands for Your glory, out of love for You, from that circumcised heart (Deut.10:16; 30:6).  Open our eyes to see clearly the blessing promised to obedience and the curse given to disobedience.  Open the eyes of our children to see this truth, and give us diligence to covey Your revealed will to them.  May our relationship to You not be merely one of outward rites and ceremonies, beliefs and practices, but a bond of fervent love for You from the heart, and a willing obedience to Your law.

JUNE 25  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 30:11-14 -- " For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it far off.  It is not in heaven, that you should say, 'Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?'  Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?' But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.”

O Lord, what excuses we make when we are confronted with the righteous demands of Your law.  They are too hard for us to understand, they are too difficult to carry out, they are unreasonable, and You expect too much.  But all of our rationalizations are feeble and worthless, because Your word is clear, and You send Your Spirit to empower all those who desire to obey Your will.  Give us hearts to respond.  And let us not be ignorant of Your righteousness and seek to establish our own, not submitting to Your righteousness O God.  “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”  Let us confess with our mouths Jesus as Lord and believe in our hearts that You have raised Him from the dead (Rom.10:2-10). 

JUNE 25  -  EVENING
Deuteronomy 30:19-20 -- "I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; that you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them."

Give clarity of thought, O Lord, that we will see unmistakably the stark contrast between life and death, blessing and curse, as this contrast is set forth so openly and so often in Your word.  Give Your ministers and all Your people the ability to set them clearly and continually before men.  May preachers be able to say to those who have heard them, as Moses could at the conclusion of his ministry, “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse.”  Give Your church power to call upon men to choose life that they may live.  When pastors become discouraged and frustrated at the indifference of those who hear, remind them of the sentence of death in themselves, that they should not trust in themselves but in God who raises the dead (II Cor.1:9).

JUNE 26  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 31:6-8 -- "Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you."  Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, "Be strong and of good courage, for you must go with this people to the land which the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall cause them to inherit it.  And the Lord, He is the one who goes before you. He will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed."

What a comfort to know that You have pledged Yourself to “go with us” as You did with the children of Israel, with Moses their leader, and with Joshua who followed him (Josh.1:5).  Take away our fear at the forces outside of us and within us – the world, the flesh, and the devil.  Give us firm confidence in You and Your word, and strong desire to keep Your law.  We are thankful that in spite of all the sins we will commit and the foolish mistakes we will make, that You will not fail us or forsake us (Heb.13:5).  Let us confidently convey this assurance to coming generations, in our own family and among the people of God.

JUNE 26  -  EVENING
Deuteronomy 31:24-27 -- So it was, when Moses had completed writing the words of this law in a book, when they were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, who bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying:  "Take this Book of the Law, and put it beside the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be there as a witness against you; for I know your rebellion and your stiff neck. If today, while I am yet alive with you, you have been rebellious against the Lord, then how much more after my death?”

As the law was to be preserved in Israel in the tabernacle and later in the temple, may Your completed, sufficient word be preserved in Your church today, through being continually read and studied by Your people, taught and preached authoritatively by Your elders, and lived out in the daily walk of both people and leaders.  What a privilege we have in our own day to own many copies of the Scriptures and to be able to freely reproduce them and openly proclaim them.  May these great privileges not be taken for granted, but guarded, preserved, and utilized the very best way.  May Your word’s availability be a testimony against us if we disregard and disobey it.  Cause Your people to see the great burden of responsibility that lies upon us because of the great privilege and opportunity that have been ours.
JUNE 27  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 32:1-4 -- "Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.  Let my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distill as the dew, as raindrops on the tender herb, and as showers on the grass.  For I proclaim the name of the Lord: ascribe greatness to our God.   He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are justice, a God of truth and without injustice; righteous and upright is He.”

Lord, teach us experimentally that Your work is perfect and all Your ways are justice.  Teach us to trust more fully, to acknowledge Your right to do as You please in our lives, and to rejoice in Your providence.  Keep us from complaining, inwardly or outwardly, this day and in the days ahead.  Teach us true contentment in Your will, and may that attitude of contentment be apparent to others – to family, congregation, employer and employees, teachers, neighbors, friends, and all those with whom we come in contact.  May we faithfully proclaim the name of the Lord and ascribe greatness to our God – as we are in any official, authoritative capacity, or merely by our lives, in word and deed.  May our teaching drop as the rain, our speech distill as the dew and as the gentle rain upon the tender grass.  May Your teaching drop upon us first as gentle rain upon tender grass.  “He who waters will also be watered himself” (Prov.11:25).

Deuteronomy 32:8-10 --  “When the Most High divided their inheritance to the nations, when He separated the sons of Adam, He set the boundaries of the peoples according to the number of the children of Israel.  For the Lord's portion is His people; Jacob is the place of His inheritance.  He found him in a desert land And in the wasteland, a howling wilderness; He encircled him, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye.”

The very division of the earth into nations is done by Your hand according to the inheritance given to Your people, O Lord (Acts 17:26-27).  We give thanks that Your sovereign majesty determines all divisions among men, and that You apportion all land, position, and station according to what is best for Your own people, the church of Your Son.  You have set Your undeserved love upon Your people.  You have given us the nations as our inheritance (Psa.2:8).  May we claim the nations for You and seek Your glory among them, disciplining and baptizing them in the name of our Triune God (Matt.28:18-20).  We are like those who have been rescued from the howling waste of the wilderness and placed in a beautiful cultivated land.  May Your people bring forth fruit to Your glory as You have every right to expect (Isa.5:4; Gal.5:22-23).

JUNE 27  -  EVENING
Deuteronomy 32:15, 17-18 -- " But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; you grew fat, you grew thick, you are obese! Then he forsook God who made him, And scornfully esteemed the Rock of his salvation....They sacrificed to demons, not to God, to gods they did not know, to new gods, new arrivals that your fathers did not fear.  Of the Rock who begot you, you are unmindful, and have forgotten the God who fathered you.”

May this thought be a great horror to us, O Lord, that it would be said of us, “You grew fat and kicked.”  Spiritual complacency and laziness leads to rebellion and scoffing, and ultimately to covenant breaking, forsaking the Rock of salvation.  To be unmindful of the rock who begot us and forgetting the God who gave us birth will inevitably result in sacrificing to demons.  Let us not be “at ease in Zion” (Amos 6:1), but continually “watch and pray” that we may not enter into temptation (Matt.26:41).  May we be watchful and sober, knowing that our adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour (I Pet.5:8).  When we think that we stand, let us “take heed, lest we fall” (I Cor.10:12).  Remind us continually of Yourself, Your ways, Your will, lest we drift.

Deuteronomy 32:30-31, 39 – “How could one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, and the Lord had surrendered them?  For their rock is not like our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges....Now see that I, even I, am He, and there is no God besides Me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; nor is there any who can deliver from My hand.”

Make us keenly aware of the inadequacy, the utter bankruptcy of all other gods that we might be tempted to worship – not only demons and idols of stone, but gods of pleasure, prestige, money, power, popularity, intelligence, labor, false religion, or whatever other gods there may be.  Let us see clearly that they are no rock at all.  You are the only true and living God, the only true Rock. Let us hide ourselves in You, O Rock of Ages, and worship and serve You alone.  Our enemies cannot overcome us unless You, Our Rock, give us up.  Please do not give us up, O Lord, but keep us as the apple of Your eye.  Take not Your Holy Spirit from us (Psa.51:11), but lay hold of us, protect, empower, and use us for Your own glory.  “When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the Rock that is higher than I” (Psa.61:2).
JUNE 28  -  MORNING

Deuteronomy 33:26-28 -- "There is no one like the God of Jeshurun, Who rides the heavens to help you, And in His excellency on the clouds.  The eternal God is your refuge, And underneath are the everlasting arms; He will thrust out the enemy from before you, And will say, 'Destroy!'  Then Israel shall dwell in safety, The fountain of Jacob alone, In a land of grain and new wine; His heavens shall also drop dew.”
You are a dwelling place – a place of refuge and security, a place of forgiveness and cleansing, a place of sustenance and provision, O Lord.  And You are our dwelling place; underneath are the everlasting arms (Psa.91:1-2).  Deliver us from any low views of God, but enable us to see You as You have revealed Yourself to be, in Your word and in Your providential preserving and governing of Your people.  Enlarge our vision to see and fully understand that there is none like You.  Even more, cause us to cast ourselves upon You in total trust and confidence.  Let us take comfort and strength from You, flee to You for all our needs, material and spiritual.  Give us a sense today of having Your everlasting arms beneath us and of dwelling in Your presence and love.  Let us proclaim You as the only dwelling place. 

JUNE 28  -  EVENING

Deuteronomy 34:1, 4-5, 10 -- Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is across from Jericho. And the Lord showed him all the land of Gilead as far as Dan....Then the Lord said to him, "This is the land of which I swore to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 'I will give it to your descendants.' I have caused you to see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there."   So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord....But since then there has not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face...

What a sad scene, to see Moses Your great servant die without entering the promised land, this one with whom You spoke face to face.  Even when Moses pleaded with You to allow him to cross over Jordan and see this good land, You refused (Deut.3:25-27).  The reason he was not allowed to enter was that he had distrusted You and had not hallowed You in the eyes of the children of Israel (Num.20:12).  Let this great warning be before us, O Lord, that when we think we stand we may take heed lest we fall (I Cor.10;12).  If even Moses could suffer such a judgment at Your hand, what do we deserve, and what will be done to us if we are rebellious and turn away from You?

PAGE  
135

