JANUARY 24  -  MORNING and EVENING
Esther 1:10-12 -- On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus,  to bring Queen Vashti before the king, wearing her royal crown, in order to show her beauty to the people and the officials, for she was beautiful to behold.  But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's command brought by his eunuchs; therefore the king was furious, and his anger burned within him.

Let us see here a picture of pagan pride, O Lord, an intemperance, a delight in the things of the flesh, a looking upon the outward appearance, a desire to use someone else to honor self, a temper at not getting one’s own way.  Give us the ability to see things as You see them, O Lord.  Keep us from using others for our own selfish pride.  Surely wives must be in subjection to their husbands, and it is a very dangerous thing for society when women revolt against God-ordained authority.  Yet You have commanded husbands to love their wives and to live considerately with them, bestowing honor on woman as the weaker vessel (Eph.5:25; I Pet.3:7).  Give us as husbands this attitude.

JANUARY 25  -  MORNING and EVENING

Esther 2:17, 21-23 -- The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her head and made her queen instead of Vashti....In those days, while Mordecai sat within the king's gate, two of the king's eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, became furious and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus.  So the matter became known to Mordecai, who told Queen Esther, and Esther informed the king in Mordecai's name.  And when an inquiry was made into the matter, it was confirmed, and both were hanged on a gallows; and it was written in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.

All events, no matter how small or unnoticed by men, are a part of Your wise sovereign plan, O God.  “The secret things belong to the Lord our God” (Deut.29:29), and we cannot see the unfolding of Your will; but long before the results become apparent, You are “working all things together for good, to those who love You and are the called according to Your purpose” (Rom.8:28).  You are the One “Who works all things after the counsel of His own will” (Eph.1:11).  Give us confidence and assurance when we cannot understand the purpose of events in our lives.  Teach us to trust in Your love and power, to wait for the unveiling of Your purposes, and to obey You in all that You command.  Though You name is not found in the pages of the book of Esther, Your hand of providence is everywhere apparent.  

JANUARY 26  -  MORNING and EVENING
Esther 3:8-9, 11 -- Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, "There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different from all other people's, and they do not keep the king's laws. Therefore it is not fitting for the king to let them remain.  If it pleases the king, let a decree be written that they be destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who do the work, to bring it into the king's treasuries"....And the king said to Haman, "The money and the people are given to you, to do with them as seems good to you."

Your people are under constant scrutiny and persecution when they are faithful to You, O Lord.  The pagans of the world recognize them as a different people who live according to a standard that is different from their own.  True Christians are seen as a threat to a society which is based upon man’s autonomy, just as the Jews were seen as a threat to the Persian society.  May Your church today be a different people.  What a comfort to know that You are in control.  When we see the wickedness and amorality of the kings of the ancient world and the unscrupulous expediency of rulers today, we know that our only hope is in the King of Kings (Prov.21:1; Rev.17:14; 19:16; I Tim.6:15).  Our enemies plot and oppress, but all to no avail (Psa.2:1-6).

JANUARY 27  -  MORNING and EVENING

Esther 4:14-16 -- "For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"  Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai:  "Go, gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!"

Even though Your name is not specifically mentioned here or in all the book of Esther, Your hand of providence is clearly seen, O Lord, ordaining “whatsoever comes to pass.”  Let each of us in our family and congregation think of ourselves as being born at a particular time and place and brought to a specific task by Your decree and for Your glory and the progress of Your kingdom.  Even though the events of our own lives may not be the crucial turning point as those of Esther’s life were, may we see our own lives and ministries as being brought to pass “for such a time as this.”  Allow us to see Your hand and give glory to You, even when we cannot see Your purposes or find chapter and verse to substantiate what You are doing.  None can stay Your hand, or say to You, ‘What are You doing?’ (Daniel 4:35).  Enable us to have such commitment to Your perfect plan that we too will say, “I will do what is right, and if I perish, I perish.”

JANUARY 28  -  MORNING and EVENING
Esther 5:9, 14 -- So Haman went out that day joyful and with a glad heart; but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, and that he did not stand or tremble before him, he was filled with indignation against Mordecai....Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, "Let a gallows be made, fifty cubits high, and in the morning suggest to the king that Mordecai be hanged on it; then go merrily with the king to the banquet." And the thing pleased Haman; so he had the gallows made.

“Behold, the wicked man conceives evil, and is pregnant with mischief, and brings forth lies.  He makes a pit, digging it out, and falls into the hole which he has made.  His mischief returns upon his own head, and on his own skull his violence descends” (Psa.7:14-16).  “The nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain.  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and His anointed” (Psa.2:1-2).  Give us confidence, O Lord, as plots are made against us, that You are in complete control, and that Your truth, Your will, and Your servants will be vindicated.   As we rest in that confidence, let us boldly oppose all error with a true spirit of humility and with concern for Your honor alone.  Give us the grace to refuse to bow before wicked men.

JANUARY 29  -  MORNING and EVENING

Esther 6:1, 3-4 --  That night the king could not sleep. So one was commanded to bring the book of the records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king....Then the king said, "What honor or dignity has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?" And the king's servants who attended him said, "Nothing has been done for him."  So the king said, "Who is in the court?" Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the king's palace to suggest that the king hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for him.

Though Your name is not mentioned, Your providence is seen again, O Lord.  You order all the events to the smallest detail.  Your providence extends even to the sleeplessness of a king on a particular night.  “The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He will” (Prov.21:1).  Even though the kings of the earth and its powerful men set themselves against the Lord and His anointed, You hold them in derision as You sit in the heavens and rule all things (Psa.2).  Though evil seems to prosper, Your plan includes even the wickedness of men, and You will turn the outcome of events to Your own glory and the good of Your people (Psa.76:10; Rom.8:28; Gen.50:20; Acts 2:23-24).  You can do all of Your holy will.  May Your sovereignty over all events be our meditation this day; may it bring comfort and strength to us.  May the preaching of Your word on the coming Lord’s Day become just the message that particular individuals need, in Your sovereign plan.

JANUARY 30  -  MORNING and EVENING
Esther 7:3-6, 10 -- Then Queen Esther answered and said, "If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request.  For we have been sold, my people and I, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. Had we been sold as male and female slaves, I would have held my tongue, although the enemy could never compensate for the king's loss."  So King Ahasuerus answered and said to Queen Esther, "Who is he, and where is he, who would dare presume in his heart to do such a thing?"  And Esther said, "The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman!" So Haman was terrified before the king and queen....So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king's wrath subsided.

You have said, O Lord, “Be sure your sins will find you out” (Num.32:23);  and, “Whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Gal.6:7).  “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen.18:25).  “He who digs a pit will fall into it, and a stone will come back upon him who starts it rolling” (Prov.26:27).  Throughout Your word and throughout human experience there are abundant confirmations of these principles.  Comfort us with this assurance as we see the boundless wickedness of those around us, and cause us to shun and hate evil.  Your justice is often hid from our sinful eyes, and we do not see Your perfect preserving and governing of all Your creatures and all their actions.  Thank You, O Lord, for this insight into Your justice and this reminder that sin will not go unpunished.   “The wages of sin is death” (Rom.6:23).  May the sins of the wicked find them out; not only on the judgment day, but in this present age may the sins of wicked men be exposed for what they are, and may the wicked be utterly discredited.  Vindicate Your people when they are persecuted.  Preserve and prosper us, that we may glorify Your name!

JANUARY 31  -  MORNING
Esther 8:11, 15-17 – By these letters the king permitted the Jews who were in every city to gather together and protect their lives – to destroy, kill, and annihilate all the forces of any people or province that would assault them, both little children and women, and to plunder their possessions....So Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, with a great crown of gold and a garment of fine linen and purple; and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad.  The Jews had light and gladness, joy and honor. And in every province and city, wherever the king’s command and decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a holiday. Then many of the people of the land became Jews, because fear of the Jews fell upon them.

You preserve Your people in every generation, O Lord.  You deliver them from their enemies and reverse the designs of wicked men against them.  No one may attack them to harm them without Your sovereign permission (Acts 18:9-10).  None may be captured or killed “prematurely.”  Our times are in Your hands.  Let us not only rejoice in Your physical deliverance, but also in Your deliverance from sin and judgment.  Let many in our day see Your hand of divine protection around Your people and want to become part of such a people.  Thank You, O Lord, for frustrating the design of Satan to destroy our lives.  Enable us to live today as those who have been freed from the penalty of death and who serve You as faithful slaves, from love and gratitude.

JANUARY 31  -  EVENING
Esther 9:20-22 -- And Mordecai wrote these things and sent letters to all the Jews, near and far, who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus,  to establish among them that they should celebrate yearly the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar,  as the days on which the Jews had rest from their enemies, as the month which was turned from sorrow to joy for them, and from mourning to a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and joy, of sending presents to one another and gifts to the poor.

May Your people be a rejoicing people, O Lord, not only when our lives have been spared or some evil has been turned aside, but may we rejoice in all Your gracious providence toward us.  Especially let us rejoice that the sentence of death against us for our sins has been lifted.  May all the works of Satan and his agents be destroyed, as Haman and his works were.  And as we have been blessed with salvation, preservation, and provision, let us be faithful in sending choice portions to one another and gifts to the poor.  Shake Your complacent people from their lethargy.  We are not physically threatened and oppressed by a literal Haman, so we drift off to sleep in a stupor of ease and indifference.  Wake us up to danger; keep us consciously dependent upon Your protection moment by moment, and fill us with gratitude and praise.

FEBRUARY 1  -  MORNING
Esther 9:23-26 -- So the Jews accepted the custom which they had begun, as Mordecai had written to them,  because Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to annihilate them, and had cast Pur (that is, the lot), to consume them and destroy them;  but when Esther came before the king, he commanded by letter that this wicked plot which Haman had devised against the Jews should return on his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows.  So they called these days Purim, after the name Pur. Therefore, because of all the words of this letter, what they had seen concerning this matter, and what had happened to them...

“The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is wholly from the Lord” (Prov.16:33).  Men devise their own plans, O Lord, but it is Your purposes that shall be established (Prov.19:21).  This is our comfort this day, that no plot against Your people shall stand.  You will vindicate and uphold them against all the scheming of the wicked, even those that think they are doing the will of God when they oppose the truth (John 16:2).  Show us that Your deliverance of Your people in the past was our deliverance as well, and cause us to delight in, to rejoice in, and recount Your mighty deeds of salvation in history.  Show us that our safety and security is in You alone.  You are bringing about our deliverance and our true security.

FEBRUARY 1  -  EVENING
Esther 10:3 -- For Mordecai the Jew was second to King Ahasuerus, and was great among the Jews and well received by the multitude of his brethren, seeking the good of his people and speaking peace to all his countrymen.

May the men of our congregation be the kind of men Mordecai was, O Lord: unwilling to kneel down or pay homage to wicked men; willing to speak out on behalf of a righteous cause, though it meant that his own life was in danger; willing to speak frankly and directly in rebuke and warning to those who are God’s people; humble and willing to publicly mourn in the face of injustice and sin; able in Your strength to assume a place of leadership and godly rule.  Raise up such men among us, men whose relationship with You is obvious, men whose leadership will be recognized among Your people and even grudgingly by their enemies, men who are held in high esteem and are useful in Your kingdom’s work.  “You have shown strength with Your arm, O Lord; You have scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts; You have put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted those of low degree; You have filled the hungry with good things, and the rich You have sent empty away” (Luke 1:51-53).
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