FEBRUARY 18  -  MORNING
Exodus 1:8-12 -- Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.  And he said to his people, "Look, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we; come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also join our enemies and fight against us, and so go up out of the land."  Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and Raamses.  But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were in dread of the children of Israel.

The political scene is constantly changing; the hearts of men are fickle, and Your people cannot put any ultimate trust in any human ruler or any system of government.  “It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in man.  It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in princes” (Psa.118:8-9).  Cause Your people to flourish and prosper in our day, politically and spiritually.  May the ungodly of our time be in awe of Your people and respect them, even though they may strongly disagree with what we believe and say.

FEBRUARY 18  -  EVENING
Exodus 1:15-17,20-21 -- Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of one was Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah; and he said, "When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live."  But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive.... Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and grew very mighty.  And so it was, because the midwives feared God, that He provided households for them.

Frustrate the plans of those who would kill the unborn and the newly born today, O Lord.  Give Your people the courage to rise up against such slaughter and refuse to participate in any way.  Overthrow all those who set themselves, consciously or unconsciously, against Your holy law.  Give us faithful men and women who will obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29), and godly magistrates who will obey Your law and seek to establish it in the land (Rom.13:4).  Make us willing to stand for what is right and against what is wrong, whatever the consequences may be.  Make us like Peter or John (Acts 4:19-20, like Rahab (Josh.2:4-6; Heb.11:31; Jas.2:25), like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Dan.3:17-18).

FEBRUARY 19  -  MORNING
Exodus 2:3,7-8 – But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river’s bank....Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you?”  And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the maiden went and called the child’s mother.

In Your sovereign providence You spared Moses from the hand of Pharaoh.  You also preserved Your only begotten Son Jesus from Herod’s attempt to kill Him at birth (Matt.2:16-18; Rev.12:1-6).  Spare Your people today, O Lord, from all our enemies who would destroy us.  Provide for all our needs in spite of the opposition and persecution that may come from the state or even from the church.  May Your true church thrive even in the midst of hostility and trial.  Raise up faithful leaders who are willing to obey You and not men (Acts 5:29).  Protect and nurture them through influences that could water down their theology or their consistency of practice.  Keep men from succumbing to the subtle humanism in their educational background or in the society around them.

FEBRUARY 19  -  EVENING
Exodus 2:23-25 -- Now it happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the children of Israel groaned because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to God because of the bondage.  So God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.  And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God acknowledged them.

O Lord, You see the condition of Your people.  Nothing is hid from You.  You hear our groaning.  Your people today are not in physical slavery and oppression, but we languish in spiritual bondage, in slavery to sin, in indifference to Your word.  And outwardly we are surrounded by an ungodly system that seeks to eradicate every vestige of distinctively Christian faith.  Let our cry under bondage come up to You.  Come to our aid.  Do for us what we cannot do for ourselves.  Revive Your church, O God, in the midst of the years.  “In the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy” (Hab.3:2).  Bring us out of our captivity to sin and self.  Remember Your covenant!  We give thanks that we have been made a part of Your people by Your grace.  Our only hope is that You will remember Your covenant.  Hear our groaning because of our sin and the sin of others.  We rejoice that You know our condition, that the very hairs of our head are all numbered (Matt.10:30), that nothing escapes Your attention.  Such knowledge is too wonderful for us!  (Psa.139:6).  

FEBRUARY 20  -  MORNING
Exodus 3:2,5-6 -- And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed....Then He said, "Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground."  Moreover He said, "I am the God of your father -- the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.

Give us such awe and reverence before You, O God!  Forgive casual indifference in Your holy presence.  Give us a fear of God that will prevent us from coming lightly before You or disobeying You.  Forgive our wandering minds and hearts.  Make us steadfast in seeking Your face.  You do not appear before us today in such spectacular physical revelations as You did before Moses in the burning bush, yet You are still that same God who dwells in the midst of Your people.  Anywhere You meet with Your people is a holy place, a Bethel, a house of God (Gen.28:17).  You indwelt Israel without consuming it.  How is it possible that You should dwell in the midst of mortal men and yet they still live?  Let us not be content without truly meeting with You and experiencing Your presence.  Keep us from merely going through motions of worship, whether in public, family, or private worship.  Purge us of sin, and give us awe and reverence in Your holy presence.

FEBRUARY 20  -  EVENING

Exodus 3:7-8 -- And the Lord said: "I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows.  So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites.”

See the affliction of Your true people today, O Lord!  We are not often physically oppressed as the Israelites were in Egypt, but we do live in a hostile environment that would seek to snuff out true godliness.  Deliver us from the hands of pagans, whether they are inside or outside the visible church, and bring Your people to progress and prosperity.  Enable us to conquer by Your grace and power and drive out paganism.  (The vast majorities in the professing church of our day do not even see the driving out of paganism as a legitimate and worthy goal).  May the light of the gospel dispel the darkness and put to flight the hosts of wickedness.  Deliver us from our timidity and fear, from cowering in fear before our taskmasters who would intimidate us and distract us from our priorities.  Give us diligence and zeal in doing Your work today.

FEBRUARY 21  -  MORNING
Exodus 3:13-15 -- Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they say to me, 'What is His name?' what shall I say to them?"  And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' "  Moreover God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 'The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.'”

You are the great “I Am,” O Lord, the One without beginning or end, the One who eternally exists.  You are also the great “I Will Be,” the One who said, “I will be your God, and you shall be My people,” and, “I will be with you” (v.12).  The very theme of Your word is Your dwelling in the midst of Your people.  You are Emmanuel, God with us (Isa.7:14; Matt.1:23).  Our Savior Jesus Christ said, “Before Abraham was, I Am (John 8:58), and “I Am the bread of life, the light of the world, the door, the good shepherd, the resurrection and the life, the way, truth, and life, and the true vine” (John 6:35; 8:12; 10:9,11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1,5).  Impress upon our minds today, Our Father, how great our Redeemer is.

FEBRUARY 21  -  EVENING

Exodus 4:10-13 --Then Moses said to the LORD, "O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue."  So the LORD said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the Lord?  Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall say."   But he said, "O my Lord, please send by the hand of whomever else You may send."

We are as full of excuses as Moses was, O Lord.  We protest our lack of outgoing personality and eloquence, our busyness.  We look at our own ability, our unfavorable circumstances, instead of at Your call, Your power, Your promise, and we wish that You had sent someone else.  The tasks seem too great; the opposition seems overwhelming.  How often Your people make these same excuses.  Help us expose these excuses for what they are, first in ourselves, and then in others with whom we have any influence.  Especially enable Your ministers to undermine our rationalizations with pointed practical application.  Cause us to cast ourselves on You, the One who said, “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit” (Zech.4:6).  Give us such discipline and commitment to Your name, cause, will, and word, that all rationalizations will disappear.  Let us be content for You to use us however You will.  When we are weak, then we are strong” (II Cor.12:10).

FEBRUARY 22  -  MORNING
Exodus 4:21-23; 5:1-2 -- And the Lord said to Moses, "When you go back to Egypt, see that you do all those wonders before Pharaoh which I have put in your hand. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go.  Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD: "Israel is My son, My firstborn.  So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me. But if you refuse to let him go, indeed I will kill your son, your firstborn" ' "....Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, "Thus says the Lord God of Israel: 'Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.' "  And Pharaoh said, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, nor will I let Israel go."

Your great sovereign power and authority, even over the ungodly, is seen in these encounters between Moses and Pharaoh. The Scriptures easily go back and forth between Your hardening Pharaoh’s heart and Pharaoh’s hardening his own heart.  As we read the Word, give us this careful balance between Your sovereignty and man’s responsibility.  As Your ministers proclaim Your Word, give them the insight and ability to faithfully set forth this balance as well.  Let us not try to fit Your words into a preconceived pattern that accords with our own autonomous logic, but may we allow Your Word to speak for itself and bring all our doctrine into accord with it.

FEBRUARY 22  -  EVENING
Exodus 4:24-26 -- And it came to pass on the way, at the encampment, that the Lord met him and sought to kill him.  Then Zipporah took a sharp stone and cut off the foreskin of her son and cast it at Moses' feet, and said, "Surely you are a husband of blood to me!"  So He let him go. Then she said, "You are a husband of blood!" -- because of the circumcision.
How seriously You take the sign of Your covenant, O Lord.  Let us also take it very seriously, being sure not only that the mark of the covenant is upon our children, but also that the importance of the covenant is impressed upon them, and that their upbringing is consistent with belonging to the covenant people of God.  You had just told Moses that Israel was Your firstborn, and that You were going to kill the firstborn of Egypt because Egypt would not let Your firstborn go (v.23).  Yet Moses’ own firstborn so did not have the mark of the covenant upon him.  May we strive to be sure that our lives and our family’s life is consistent with Your gospel, lest after preaching to others, we ourselves should be disqualified (I Cor. 9:27).

FEBRUARY 23  -  MORNING
Exodus 5:20-23 -- Then, as they came out from Pharaoh, they met Moses and Aaron who stood there to meet them.  And they said to them, "Let the Lord look on you and judge, because you have made us abhorrent in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us."  So Moses returned to the Lord and said, "Lord, why have You brought trouble on this people? Why is it You have sent me?  For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done evil to this people; neither have You delivered Your people at all."

How typical, that people would blame their leader, who “got them into this mess.”  Your pastors in every age have known the same ingratitude and impatience on the part of those who claim to be Your people but refuse to move forward because of the risks, because of the cost involved, because of the threat of persecution and the fear of being different.  And how often have we ourselves felt exactly like Moses and complained against You and wondered why You have called us and sent us to do Your work.  We have said, in essence, “I didn’t ask to be sent!”  How often have we complained at circumstances and people (and ultimately against You).  Teach us contentment, O Lord.  Instead of complaining, may we cry out to You to deliver Your people.  Deliver us from self-righteousness, complacency, laziness.  Have mercy on a stubborn and unbelieving people, O Lord!

FEBRUARY 23  -  EVENING

Exodus 6:2-7 – And God spoke to Moses and said to him: “I am the Lord.  I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty (El Shaddai), but by My name LORD (Yahweh)  I was not known to them. I have also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, in which they were strangers. And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel whom the Egyptians keep in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant. Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the Lord; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.  I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God who brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.’”
Redemption is solely by Your gracious act, O Lord.  As You redeemed Your people Israel from bondage in Egypt, You have redeemed a people from sin and made us a priesthood, a holy nation, a people for Your own possession (I Pet.2:9).  Let us see clearly today that we have been redeemed, not with corruptible things, like silver and gold, from our aimless conduct received by tradition from our fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot (I Pet.1:18-19). And let us see that we therefore owe our salvation to You alone and not to anything in ourselves.  Let us live today as grateful, responsive, redeemed sinners.  Let us remember that we stand in that great line of Your chosen, covenant people.

FEBRUARY 24  -  MORNING
Exodus 6:10-12,29-30 -- And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  "Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the children of Israel go out of his land."  And Moses spoke before the Lord, saying, "The children of Israel have not heeded me. How then shall Pharaoh heed me, for I am of uncircumcised lips?"...the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "I am the Lord. Speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say to you."  But Moses said before the Lord, "Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh heed me?"

Moses was afraid to speak to Pharaoh, not because Pharaoh was the uncircumcised, but because Moses himself was a man of uncircumcised lips.  Lord, may Your ministers today speak to the heathen and to Your own people with fear and trembling, because they are men of unclean lips, and they dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips (Isa.6:5).  All of us are people whose  worship is often hypocritical and empty, whose lives are often wayward and rebellious.  Cleanse our lips by Your burning coals of fire, and cleanse our lives, that we might in Your name speak even to those who are spiritually uncircumcised.  

FEBRUARY 24  -  EVENING

Exodus 7:3-6 -- "And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply My signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt.  But Pharaoh will not heed you, so that I may lay My hand on Egypt and bring My armies and My people, the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments.  And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out the children of Israel from among them."  Then Moses and Aaron did so; just as the Lord commanded them, so they did.

O Lord, we praise You for Your sovereign power.  We cannot understand Your works or fathom Your purposes, but we bow before Your right and Your power to do whatever You please and acknowledge that whatever the Lord does is right (Gen.18:25).  You have a purpose, even when people refuse Your word.  Give us obedience, even when we do not understand.  May Your word be our command.  May we faithfully live Your word and proclaim Your word, though no one believes or responds.  Give us a longing to see people respond; give us a true desire for Your glory and their good, a love for those to whom we minister and a concern for their spiritual well-being. Let us never casually or callously throw out the truth, unconcerned about its effects on those who hear, and yet let us rest in Your sovereign will and plan.  

FEBRUARY 25  -  MORNING
Exodus 7:10-13 -- So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the LORD commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent.  But Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments.  For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods.  And Pharaoh's heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the LORD had said.

O Lord, it is obvious that even great signs and wonders will not convince those whose hearts are hardened and proud, because man’s great problem is not intellectual, but moral.  He exalts himself before You and will not have You to rule over him.  False prophets have always claimed miracles of one kind or another, and some have done them by the power of Satan.  Many in our day are preoccupied with the miraculous, neglecting the great need of man to have his heart changed and his sin forgiven.  Your gospel is more powerful than all counterfeit miracles.  Enable Your ministers to proclaim the whole counsel of God accurately and faithfully and zealously.  And enable them and all Your people to imitate Moses and Aaron, who throughout this section “did as the Lord commanded.” 

Exodus 7:20 --And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the LORD commanded. So he lifted up the rod and struck the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants. And all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood.

Upon all the gods of Egypt You executed judgment, O God (Ex.12:12).  The people of Egypt worshipped the Nile and other things in nature.  But You conclusively demonstrated that none of those things which You created were to be worshiped: river, sun, animals, nor nature itself or any of its phenomena.  The sophisticated people of our own era and country are not inclined actually to bow before such creations, but they call them “nature” and separate the creation from its Creator.  They are awed by man’s technology, but they do not acknowledge the Creator behind the orderly universe.  May Your people like Moses pronounce judgment upon all of man’s false worship and call men from the worship of the creation rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever (Rom.1:25).  Show the people of our day the emptiness of turning from You, O God!

FEBRUARY 25  -  EVENING

Exodus 8:17-19 -- ...Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod and struck the dust of the earth, and it became lice on man and beast. All the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt.  Now the magicians so worked with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not. So there were lice on man and beast.  Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of God." But Pharaoh's heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, just as the LORD had said.

O Sovereign Lord, You control all the events of history and nature, down to the number of frogs and gnats and flies at any given time and place.  All man-made gods are powerless before You.  May Your people see Your hand in all the events of our lives, even those that are unpleasant.  May we not be like Pharaoh, hardening our hearts and turning from You.  In Your providence cause us to flee to You and depend upon You.  It is amazing to us that the Scriptures record not only that Moses and Aaron did what You commanded, but also that “the Lord did according to the word of Moses...as Moses asked” (8:13,31).  May we also be people of prayer, a people whose prayers prevail –not for our glory, but for Your own (Jas.5:16).

FEBRUARY 26  -  MORNING
Exodus 8:21-23 -- "...if you will not let My people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants, on your people and into your houses. The houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they stand.  And in that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, in which My people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there, in order that you may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the land.  I will make a difference between My people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall be."

What a horror flies are to human society, O Lord – dirty and carrying disease, biting and stinging, in addition to the mere bother of their swarming everywhere and causing much inconvenience and consternation.  Surely such characteristics of these and other insects are a result of the fall of mankind into sin.  Our culture is under the plague of depravity.  But you use all things, Lord, even man’s fall and all its results, to Your own glory.  You reverse the effects of the fall for Your own people and work all things together for our own good (Rom. 8:18-23,28).  The Egyptians worshiped a fly god.  Let us as Your people recognize that You alone are the true “Lord of the Flies.”  Let us seek to eradicate the results of the plague of flies and have dominion over the creation for Your glory.  Let us trust only in You and seek to eradicate all other gods, in our land and in our hearts.

FEBRUARY 26  -  EVENING
Exodus 9:15-17 -- "Now if I had stretched out My hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, then you would have been cut off from the earth.  But indeed for this purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth.  As yet you exalt yourself against My people in that you will not let them go.”

Your power is so great that none can stand before You or oppose You, O Lord, and none can oppose Your people and prevail.  Show Your power to all who exalt themselves against You and against Your people.  You are so bound to Your people by Your covenant that to oppose and oppress Your people is to oppose You (Acts 9:5).  Make a distinction between us and the world, even a distinction between our possessions and theirs (Ex.8:23; 9:4; 10:23; 11:7).  Let the distinction be clear-cut, and make Your people willing for that difference to be seen, no matter what the cost.  Make us willing today for a clear difference to be seen between the world and us.  May we go forth this day in the strength of the Lord, knowing that You will make the nations the heritage of Your people, and the ends of the earth their possession (Psalm 2:8).

FEBRUARY 27  -  MORNING
Exodus 10:1-2 -- Now the LORD said to Moses, "Go in to Pharaoh; for I have hardened his heart and the hearts of his servants, that I may show these signs of Mine before him, and that you may tell in the hearing of your son and your son's son the mighty things I have done in Egypt, and My signs which I have done among them, that you may know that I am the LORD."

Your sovereignty is beyond our comprehension, O Lord.  We simply bow before You and acknowledge Your right to do whatever You please with what You have made (Gen.18:25; Psa.115:3; 135:6).  Teach us to know that You are the Lord.  Show Your mighty hand of power in our own day, that both Your people and the wicked will stand in awe of You.  Overthrow the works of wicked men who oppress Your people and seek, openly or subtly, to deter the spread of Your gospel.  Enable Your people to see the recorded history of redemption as our own history and tell these things to our children and our children’s children.  May the succeeding generations be aware of the way You destroyed the Egyptians and all the enemies of Your people, and the fact that You are powerful and ready to come to the aid of Your people in every generation.

FEBRUARY 27  -  EVENING

Exodus 10:16-20 – Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste, and said, “I have sinned against the LORD your God and against you.  Now therefore, please forgive my sin only this once, and entreat the LORD your God, that He may take away from me this death only.”  So he went out from Pharaoh and entreated the LORD.  And the LORD turned a very strong west wind, which took the locusts away and blew them into the Red Sea. There remained not one locust in all the territory of Egypt.  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the children of Israel go.

The ungodly “repent” because of the consequences of their sin and turn to You only in time of trouble.   We pray that we may not be like Pharaoh, but have an attitude of true godly sorrow because of our sins, because they have grieved You our God.  Enable Your teachers and preachers to effectively set before Your church and the world the contrast between a worldly sorrow and a godly sorrow (II Cor.7:10).  Open the hearts of men, O God, to show them the awful condition of rebellion against You.  How fickle and changing the human heart is!   Men turn to You in time of trouble and turn away from You when their immediate problems are removed.  Keep our own hearts steadfast.  Give us a true and godly sorrow for the sins of this very day.  May we be sorry for our sin and hate and forsake it because it is displeasing to You.

FEBRUARY 28  -  MORNING
Exodus 11:6-8 –“'Then there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as was not like it before, nor shall be like it again.  But against none of the children of Israel shall a dog move its tongue, against man or beast, that you may know that the LORD does make a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.'  And all these your servants shall come down to me and bow down to me, saying, 'Get out, and all the people who follow you!' After that I will go out." Then he went out from Pharaoh in great anger.

It is You, O Lord, who makes a distinction between Your people and the people of the world.  It is not because we are better by nature or have some claim upon You, or because we chose You and made a distinction between ourselves and the world – the distinction is Yours.  If it were not for Your grace in choosing us, we would be like Pharaoh and the Egyptians – hardened in heart, slaves to the world, the flesh, and the devil.  We give thanks that Your love is definite and discriminating, for otherwise we would perish in our sin.  You set us apart from the sinful world which is worthy of destruction and loved us in spite of our sin – past, present, and even future sin (for it is all known to You).  There is certainly no reason in us for Your choice.  All the reasons must be in You – in Your love, in Your covenant-making and covenant-keeping power.

FEBRUARY 28  -  EVENING
Exodus 12:12-13 -- '...I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.  Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.’

The Passover became for Israel the day of all days, the day of redemption, an ordinance to be observed throughout all generations.  You spared Your people because of the blood of the Lamb.  This sacrifice pointed to the one sacrifice of Christ, the Lamb without blemish, whose blood has been spilled for us.  Your judgment is upon all sin, and upon all false gods and their worship.  The plagues were Your execution of judgment against the gods of Egypt.  You alone are God, the true and living God, and there is none beside You.  All the gods of the peoples are idols, but You, O Lord, made the heavens (Psa.96:5).  May we have no other gods before Your face (Ex.20:3).  Deliver us from man-made gods, either those we ourselves may devise, or those devised by others.  Turn our hearts totally to You today in worship and gratitude for our salvation in Christ Your Son.

MARCH 1  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 12:43,47-48 -- "...This is the ordinance of the Passover: No foreigner shall eat it....All the congregation of Israel shall keep it.  And when a stranger dwells with you and wants to keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as a native of the land. For no uncircumcised person shall eat it.”

Thank You for instituting ordinances for Your people that are means of grace, blessing, strengthening, encouragement, and instruction.  As Your people partake of the Lord’s Supper, let us be keenly aware of how gracious an act it is on Your part to give it to us.  May it be a true means of grace, and may real communion with You and with one another take place.  May those who are not Your true people fear to partake of it.  Give Your elders wisdom to discern the relationship between baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  May both ordinances set apart Your covenant people from the world, “as also to put a visible difference between those that belong unto the church and the rest of the world” (WCF, XXVII, 1).

MARCH 2  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 13:1-2,8,13-15 -- Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  "Consecrate to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and beast; it is Mine....And you shall tell your son in that day, saying, 'This is done because of what the LORD did for me when I came up from Egypt.'  ....And all the firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem.  So it shall be, when your son asks you in time to come, saying, 'What is this?' that you shall say to him, 'By strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  And it came to pass, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of beast.  Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all males that open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.'”

In Your word the first-born represents the whole family and all their possessions.  When You slew the first-born of Egypt, it was a token that the whole land was cursed.  When the Israelites dedicated to You the first-born it was a sign that all they had was Yours.  May our first-born be consecrated to You, O Lord, and not only our first-born, but our whole household as well.  May we return to You the first and best portion of all that You have entrusted to us.  All that we are and have is Yours –use us and ours for Your own glory.  Make me the wise and loving teacher and ruler I ought to be, clear and urgent in the teaching of my children, particularly in speaking of the Lord’s redemption.  Give signs of response to the covenant among our children.

MARCH 3  -  MORNING
Exodus 14:12-16 -- "...it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness."   And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever.  The LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace."   And the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.”

How prone Your people today are to grumble and complain about Your providence, O Lord.  How prone we are to wish that You had not placed us in uncomfortable and difficult circumstances.  Remind us through-out life that You have purposes to fulfill through us and through the circumstances in which you have placed us.  You are the God who redeems His people from all oppressors and all oppression.  Give  us the grace to “go forward” according to Your word in such circumstances and not be content to sit back, do nothing, and complain. Give us the proper balance between trust and obedience. 

MARCH 3  -  EVENING

Exodus 14:19-20 --And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind them.  So it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the other, so that the one did not come near the other all that night.

Again You made a distinction between Your people and the Egyptians, coming between them and being light to one and darkness to the other.  Even so You word is darkness to those who are in unbelief and light to those whose eyes You have opened (Matt.13:10-17; Isa.6:9-10).  Let us rejoice greatly that in Your grace You have opened our eyes, numbered us among Your people, and given light to see.  Make the distinction between the church and the world crystal clear, O Lord!  Make us as Your people willing to be different from the world in our thinking, attitudes, motives, words, and actions.  The ceremonial laws of the Old Covenant make many distinctions between “clean and unclean” to set apart Israel from the other nations.  Make Your people salt and light in the our world today (Lev.11-15; Matt.5:13-16).  Let us not be conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of our minds (Rom.12:1-2).

Exodus 14:27-29 -- And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.  Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained.  But the children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

We rest confidently in Your salvation and Your judgment, O God.  “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”  (Gen.18:25).  You are the One who pleads our cause.  You are both just and the Justifier of those who trust in Jesus (Rom.3:26).  Defeat all Your enemies, O Lord.  Bring their plots to nothing.  Show them that it is against You that they war, and not merely against Your people.  What mighty acts You performed in the history of redemption!  Impress upon our hearts the fact that this history is our history.  Let us again and again recount Your mighty deeds to our children and draw the pertinent applications to their own lives and ours.

MARCH 4 -- MORNING
Exodus 15:1-2,9-10 -- Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and spoke, saying: "I will sing to the LORD, For He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea!   The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; He is my God, and I will praise Him; My father's God, and I will exalt Him”.... “The enemy said, 'I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; My desire shall be satisfied on them. I will draw my sword, My hand shall destroy them.'  You blew with Your wind, The sea covered them; They sank like lead in the mighty waters.”

All Your enemies shall perish, O Lord.  You will overthrow completely those who oppress Your people.  Give us patience as the world, the flesh, and the devil oppress us; and give us trust in You our God.  Enable us to take our eyes off circumstances, off ourselves and our own little faith and strength, and fix our eyes upon You.  “I will lift up my eyes to the hill; from whence does my help come?  My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Psa.121:1-2).  Fill our mouths with praise and our hearts to overflowing with adoration and rejoicing.  Forgive us that we are not moved in a greater way to sing before the people of Your salvation with enthusiasm and joy.

MARCH 4  -  EVENING

Exodus 15:13,17-18,26 – “You in Your mercy have led forth The people whom You have redeemed; You have guided them in Your strength To Your holy habitation....You will bring them in and plant them In the mountain of Your inheritance, In the place, O LORD, which You have made For Your own dwelling, The sanctuary, O LORD, which Your hands have established.  The LORD shall reign forever and ever”...."If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you."

Your comfort, protection, guidance, and warning are all around Your people, O Lord.  You have called us; You have chosen us and put Your hand upon us.  Our salvation is all of grace.  The One who began a good work in us will go on completing it until the day of Christ Jesus (Phil.1:6).  You have not only saved us, but You are keeping us (I Pet.1:5).  You have justified; You are sanctifying; and You will glorify.  Give us the grace to “work out our own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in us, both to will and to do of Your good pleasure” (Phil.2:12-13).  Give us hearts and wills to diligently hearken to Your voice.

MARCH 5  -  MORNING
Exodus 16:6-8 -- Then Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, "At evening you shall know that the LORD has brought you out of the land of Egypt. And in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD; for He hears your complaints against the LORD. But what are we, that you complain against us?"  Also Moses said, "This shall be seen when the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening, and in the morning bread to the full; for the LORD hears your complaints which you make against Him. And what are we? Your complaints are not against us but against the LORD."

Enable us to see clearly that all our murmurings are ultimately against You, O Lord.  Even today, as we are tempted to grumble, inwardly or outwardly, against circumstances, remind us that You are the One who has placed us in those circumstances, and for a particular reason.  Let us learn from our circumstances today and serve You with humble obedience.  Let us “do all things without grumbling and complaining” (Phil.2:14).  Give us patience under trial and a trust and confidence in You that will enable us to come through difficulties without a rebellious attitude of heart.  When we are tempted to murmur and complain, remind us of Israel in the wilderness. 

MARCH 5  -  EVENING

Exodus 16:14-15 -- And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground.  So when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, "This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat.”

You are gracious in Your provision for Your people, Lord.  You have given physical sustenance beyond our needs and have given us the very bread of life in Your Son.  He is that bread which came down from heaven, not given by Moses, but by the Father (John 6:51,32).  May we truly be satisfied with what You have given us and thankful to You the Giver.  Give us gratitude of heart for the provision You have made for our lives – physically and spiritually.  May we feed upon Christ the Bread of Life today and upon Your word.  May Your word, living and written, be our sustenance and strength.  You sometimes provide for Your people from unexpected sources and in mysterious ways.  Nothing is too hard for You (Gen.18:14; Jer.32:17; Mt.19:26; Lk.1:37).  You control all things and can do all Your holy will.  Hold these truths before us today as we live for You in the world.

MARCH 5  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 16:18-19,23-24 -- So when they measured it by omers, he who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who gathered little had no lack. Every man had gathered according to each one's need.  And Moses said, "Let no one leave any of it till morning."....Then he said to them, "This is what the LORD has said: 'Tomorrow is a Sabbath rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD. Bake what you will bake today, and boil what you will boil; and lay up for yourselves all that remains, to be kept until morning.' "  So they laid it up till morning, as Moses commanded; and it did not stink, nor were there any worms in it.

Enable us to live one day at a time, Lord (Mt.6:34).  We would often like to be able to have our future all arranged, with all the bases covered and all the questions answered.  But You do not deal with Your people like that.  There must be daily dependence, even as the children of Israel could gather only enough manna for one day.  Yet they had no lack.  You made a special provision in giving the Sabbath rest.  Let us avail ourselves of all its benefits, preparing for the Lord’s Day, laying aside our usual preoccupations and cares and resting.  Give physical and spiritual refreshment as we use the one day in seven for Your glory and our good.

MARCH 6  -  MORNING and EVENING

Exodus 17:6-7 -- "Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink." And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.  So he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?"

The people deserved to be struck down because of their murmuring and rebellion.  But You, O Lord, stood upon the rock and symbolically were struck in their place.  You, by taking their punishment, provided water to quench their thirst.  Even so, Christ has taken upon Himself on the cross the punishment that we deserve and provided the means of satisfaction for the thirst of our souls.  Let us stand in amazement at Massah and Meribah.  There “they drank from the supernatural rock which followed them, and the rock was Christ” (I Cor.10:4).  May we hunger and thirst after Christ today, and find our satisfaction in His provision.  Keep us from grumbling and complaining as the people did in the wilderness (Phil.2:14).

MARCH 7  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 18:17,21 -- So Moses' father-in-law said to him, "The thing that you do is not good....Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.”

You blessed Moses and the people with the gift of leaders.  Bless Your people today by sending and raising up godly men who will share the work.  Let Your church see the Biblical principle of the division of labor, that the work of ministry might not be a burden for any one person.  Work within the hearts of Your people, O God, that they will accept the ministries of several pastors.  Give gifts to Your church through the giving of gifts to men.  Cause Your people to recognize them, acknowledge them, and submit to them.  Give them the ability to rule by serving, to rule in all humility by Your power and according to Your word.  We plead with You, O Lord, for faithful undershepherds, men who will be able to teach others also.  Give Your elders a love for the people and a willingness to serve (Acts 20:28; II Tim.2:2; II Pet.5:2-4).

MARCH 8  -  MORNING and EVENING

Exodus 19:4-6 – “'You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to Myself.  Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine.  And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel."

You are sovereign in calling out and establishing Your people, O Lord.  We exist only by Your choice and grace.  May we become in experience that which You have declared us to be – a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (I Pet.2:9).  May we hear the “if” of this declaration –that “if” we obey Your voice and keep Your covenant we will be Your own possession.  May we give diligence to make our own calling and election sure (II Pet.1:10).  Keep us from presuming upon Your grace, and call us to continual self-examination to see if we are living as those who are members of a royal priesthood and a holy nation.  May Your church in our day, and our own family and congregation in particular, live before the world in such a way that it is clear to all that we are “a people of God’s own possession,” showing forth His excellencies (I Pet.2:9).

Exodus 19:18-20 -- Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly.  And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice.  Then the LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.

You are a great and mighty God, O Lord, majestic and mysterious, holy and righteous.  Keep before us continually this setting of the giving of Your law.  As we read Your law and confess sin, publicly and privately, let us see in our mind’s eye the smoke arising from the mountain and the trembling of the earth.  May we hear the sound of trumpet and thunder, and shudder in horror.  May we know how seriously You take Your commandments and how seriously You expect us to take them.  Give us awe and reverence, godly fear and trembling in Your presence, and submission to Your word.  Enable us to effectively convey to others the significance of Your word and the urgency of obeying it.  May Your ministers in particular see the great need of setting this truth before Your people.  May our thoughts about You and our words about You exalt You as “the high and holy One who inhabits eternity, whose name is holy” (Isa.57:15), as the One seated upon a throne high and lifted up, the train of Whose robe filled the temple (Isa.6:1; Heb.12:18-24).  Show us continually that we may come boldly before Your holy throne only through the intercession of our great High Priest, obtaining mercy and finding grace to help in time of need (Heb.4:16).  Teach us to “Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling,” to “Kiss the Son lest He be angry, and we perish in the way.”  How blessed are all those who put their trust in Him! (Psa.2:11-12).

MARCH 9  -  MORNING
Exodus 20:1-4,7-8 -- And God spoke all these words, saying:  " I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  You shall have no other gods before Me.  You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth....You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.  Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.”

Men see some need for the enforcement of the second table of Your law, O Lord; they realize the necessity of laws against theft and murder – but they do not see the urgency of the enforcement of the first table.  May Your own people today tremble at Your law as we worship.  May we worship only You, and only in the manner which You have prescribed.  May we fear to take Your name upon our lips in a vain and empty manner, but may we rightly praise Your name and remember Your name and day as You have required.  Many gods are clamoring to stand in Your presence, before Your face, as a substitute for You in our lives.  Yet they are in reality no gods at all, but idols.  Give us the grace to cast them from Your throne and worship only You (I Cor.8:4-6).

MARCH 9  -  EVENING

Exodus 20:12-17 -- " Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you.  You shall not murder.  You shall not commit adultery.  You shall not steal.  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's."

The great commandment of the law is to love You with all our hearts, souls, and mind, O Lord; and the second is like it: to love our neighbor as ourselves (Mt.22:37-39).  Impress upon us the vital connection between these two “tables” of the law, that our love for You will result in a true compassion for our fellow men.  “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Gal.5:14; Rom.13:9; Jas.2:8;).  How prone we are to lavish love upon ourselves, O God!  Give us a selfish love for others that will demonstrate a true love and devotion to You.  We know that we will have opportunity even today to show love for neighbor.  Use Your law, written upon our hearts, to guide us to practical specific application of love to neighbor (Heb.10:16; Jer.31:33; I Cor.3:3).

MARCH 10  -  MORNING

Exodus 21:5-6 -- "But if the servant plainly says, 'I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free,' then his master shall bring him to the judges. He shall also bring him to the door, or to the doorpost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him forever.”

Everyone is a slave to something, O Lord.  While men promise themselves liberty, “they themselves are slaves of corruption, for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage” (II Pet.2:19).  “Whoever commits sins is the slave of sin” (John 8:34).  May we be like the apostles, bond-slaves of Jesus Christ (Titus 1:1; Jude 1:1, etc.).  May we be like the Hebrew slave who loved his master so much that he bound himself to him for life.  Teach us the implications of being Your slaves, the practical everyday implications of the fact that we are not our own, but have been bought with a price.  May we therefore glorify God in our bodies and in our spirits, which are God’s (I Cor.6:20). Enable us to set before men clearly the alternatives of slavery to sin and self on the one hand, and slavery to Christ on the other.

MARCH 10  -  EVENING
Exodus 21:12-13,15-17,23-24 -- " He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death.  However, if he did not lie in wait, but God delivered him into his hand, then I will appoint for you a place where he may flee.... And he who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.   He who kidnaps a man and sells him, or if he is found in his hand, shall surely be put to death.   And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death....But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot...”

How seriously You take crimes against our fellow men, O Lord, men who are made in Your image (Gen.1:27).  How lightly our society regards human life.  Open the eyes of the people of our day, Father, that they may see life as You see it, as created by You; and may there arise among us a horror of treating life with contempt.  Move in the hearts of judges and those in position to make laws, so that they will see the principles of Your revealed truth and make and enforce laws and decide cases on the basis of Your word.  Especially cause the masses of people to bow before You as their Lord and Master.  It is because men have no regard for the first “table” of Your law, because they do not worship and serve You alone, that they do not love their neighbor as themselves.

MARCH 11  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 22:5-6 --" If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed, and lets loose his animal, and it feeds in another man's field, he shall make restitution from the best of his own field and the best of his own vineyard.  If fire breaks out and catches in thorns, so that stacked grain, standing grain, or the field is consumed, he who kindled the fire shall surely make restitution.”

You have shown us in Your word, O Lord, that love for our neighbor is not a vague, general feeling but an acting in his best interest in specific, concrete ways.  You hold us responsible for negligence.  Let us not think that we have loved our neighbor simply because we have not directly done him any intentional harm.  We have not only done those things that we ought not to have done, but we have also left undone those things which we ought to have done.  Give us true love for our neighbors.  We pray, O Lord, for our land, that its laws may conform to the principles you have given in Your word.  Give us wise and godly judges who are concerned for justice according to the Biblical definition of justice.  Give godly scholars in the church and state who will seek to understand and apply the guidelines of Biblical law to practical decisions of everyday life.

MARCH 12  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 23:1-4 -- "You shall not circulate a false report. Do not put your hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness.  You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.  You shall not show partiality to a poor man in his dispute.   If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, you shall surely bring it back to him again.”

What a close connection there is between individual morality and social justice!  You show us in Your word, O Lord, that we are not to do evil ourselves, in thought, word, or deed; and we are not to join other individuals in wickedness or follow a multitude to do evil (I Cor.15:33).  Help Your people in this perverse and sinful generation to cut across the grain and challenge the world’s thinking, rather than being molded by the world’s patterns (Rom.12:2).  May Your people shine in the midst of the darkness of our society, holding forth the word of light (Phil.2:15-16).  Keep us from uttering false reports or joining hands with a wicked man, either consciously or unconsciously.  Help us to guard our lips carefully (Psa.141:3; Prov.13:3; 21:23).

Exodus 23:23-24, 32-33 -- "For My Angel will go before you and bring you in to the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will cut them off.  You shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to their works; but you shall utterly overthrow them and completely break down their sacred pillars....You shall make no covenant with them, nor with their gods.  They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against Me. For if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you."

Keep us from all ungodly alliances, Lord (Josh.9:14-15).  Teach us to be in the world, but not of it.  Enable us to walk through the world carefully, not being caught up in this world’s system, its way of thinking, its way of speaking, its way of worship, its way of acting (Rom.12:1-2).  What pressure there is to compromise!  Give us the grace to stand alone when it is necessary, and enable us to teach our children to stand alone.  Give us courage to oppose what is evil, and give us an assurance of Your ultimate victory.  Remind us continually of the Angel of Your Presence who goes before us (Josh.5:13 – 6:2).

MARCH 13  -  MORNING

Exodus 24:3-4,7 – So Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the judgments. And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words which the LORD has said we will do.”  And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD. And he rose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes of Israel....Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has said we will do, and be obedient.”

Give Your people today a united heart of obedience, O Lord.  Let us enter into a covenant with You our God to obey all the words which You have spoken.  Let us not be fickle like Israel in the wilderness.  They promised to obey, but soon they were in total rebellion.  Open our hearts to see the great danger of an empty profession.  Give us a holy dread of disobeying You.  Give us a longing to obey You from the heart.  Let our own hearts answer Your voice in sincerity and truth, “All the words which the Lord has spoken we will do.”  Keep us from vain, empty professions of obedience.  Give us a consistent walk with You.  Our basic sin is disobedience; our basic need is to obey.  Grant us O God, the desire to obey You more.
MARCH 13  -  EVENING
Exodus 24:6, 8-11 -- And Moses took half the blood and put it in basins, and half the blood he sprinkled on the altar.... And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said, "This is the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with you according to all these words."  Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel,  and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and it was like the very heavens in its clarity.  But on the nobles of the children of Israel He did not lay His hand. So they saw God, and they ate and drank.

Eating and drinking at Your table, in Your presence, in an inconceivable privilege, O Lord.  It is only for those who have been cleansed by covenant blood.  We have not seen with our physical eyes what the elders of Israel experienced on this occasion, but You have invited us to the marriage feast of the Lamb (Rev.19:9) and bestowed Your intimate friendship through Your Son Jesus and His life, death, and resurrection.  Give us a sense of awe and wonder as we partake of the Lord’s Supper and daily feast upon the Bread of Life (John 6:35). 

MARCH 14  -  MORNING and EVENING

Exodus 25:2, 8-9, 40 -- "Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring Me an offering. From everyone who gives it willingly with his heart you shall take My offering....And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.  According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it....And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain.”

Your word must be obeyed explicitly, O Lord.  Let us not seek to add to or change Your patterns in any way.  Thank You for the pattern of Your tabernacle and all that it meant to Your people – Your dwelling in their midst, Your delivering them from bondage and sustaining them on their journey.  You gave them Your good law, the bread of life and the light of Your guidance (John 6:35; 8:12).  You gave them sacrifices, foreshadowing Your taking away their sins in the substitutionary atonement of Your Son (Heb.9).  Thank You most of all for the One who became flesh and tabernacled among us (John 1:14).  May our family and our congregation be aware of Your dwelling in our midst. 

MARCH 15  -  MORNING and EVENING

Exodus 26:33-35 -- "And you shall hang the veil from the clasps. Then you shall bring the ark of the Testimony in there, behind the veil. The veil shall be a divider for you between the holy place and the Most Holy.  You shall put the mercy seat upon the ark of the Testimony in the Most Holy.  You shall set the table outside the veil, and the lampstand across from the table on the side of the tabernacle toward the south; and you shall put the table on the north side.”

It is hard for us to understand the detailed precision which You required in the construction, decoration, and furnishing of the tabernacle, O Lord.  In it, let us see the importance You attached to Your dwelling in the midst of Your people, so that we might appreciate the importance of Your becoming flesh and dwelling among us in Christ (John 1:14).  All the coverings and veils of the holy place indicate the mystery of Your person, and Your holiness.  For no man can look upon You and live (Ex.33:20).  The setting apart of the most holy place, the holy of holies, indicates the awe with which we ought to approach Your throne –only through the blood of the sacrificial Lamb (Matt.27:51; Mk.15:38; Lk.23:45).  We thank You that Your throne is a mercy-seat, and that we may even draw near with boldness to that throne of grace (Heb.4:15-16).

MARCH 16  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 27:20-21 -- " And you shall command the children of Israel that they bring you pure oil of pressed olives for the light, to cause the lamp to burn continually.  In the tabernacle of meeting, outside the veil which is before the Testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening until morning before the LORD. It shall be a statute forever to their generations on behalf of the children of Israel.”  

What an effort was required on the part of the priests to keep the lamp burning continually.  It indicates, O God, Your constant, unfailing watching over Your people, giving them light and guiding them, even as You did by the pillar of fire. Constant vigilance on the part of sinful men requires great diligence, but You are the One who never slumbers or sleeps (Psa.121:4).  Jesus declared Himself to be the Light of the World as He stood in the treasury of the temple near this great lamp stand (John 8:12,20).  Those who follow Him shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  You are worthy of worship, O God, not only at those set times of corporate and private worship, but throughout every hour of every day.  Teach us to “pray without ceasing” (I Thess.5:17), to pray without ceasing the practice of prayer.  May our lives be a sweet savor of incense to our God (Gen.8:21; II Cor.2:15-16).   You alone are the Source of light.  May our light reflect  Your light, as the moon reflects the light of the sun.  May our light so shine before men that they will see our good works and glorify our Father who is in heaven (Matt.5:16).

MARCH 17  -  MORNING and EVENING

Exodus 28:21,29 -- "And the stones shall have the names of the sons of Israel, twelve according to their names, like the engravings of a signet, each one with its own name; they shall be according to the twelve tribes....So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel on the breastplate of judgment over his heart, when he goes into the holy place, as a memorial before the LORD continually.”

As the high priest bore the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, so You, O Christ, have borne the names of Your people in Your mediation and intercession, in Your death and in Your ascension to the right hand of the Father to present a perfect and complete sacrifice (Heb.4:14-16; 7:24-27).  We praise You, O God the Father, for our great High Priest, who bears our very names before You continually, so that You will never forget us.  We know Jesus bore our sin and received our judgment so that we may stand before You clothed in His righteousness.  And we praise You, O Holy Spirit, for applying to us the benefits of the redemption purchased by Christ.  Let us also be faithful in interceding for Your people in prayer.  May their names and lives be upon our hearts continually.  We pray particularly for elders and ministers of the church, that they will have such daily concern for Your people that they will visit them and teach them as well as pray for them.

MARCH 18  -  MORNING
Exodus 29:10-12 -- " You shall also have the bull brought before the tabernacle of meeting, and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands on the head of the bull.  Then you shall kill the bull before the LORD, by the door of the tabernacle of meeting.  You shall take some of the blood of the bull and put it on the horns of the altar with your finger, and pour all the blood beside the base of the altar.”

Make us understand and appreciate all that is involved in the sacrificial system and the One who fulfilled all sacrifice, the Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the world to take away the sin of His people (Rev.5:6; 13:8; I Pet.1:20).  You demonstrated in the Old Testament sacrifices the coming substitution of Your Son for sinners, O God.  Our sins were transferred to Him, as was indicated by the priest’s placing his hands on the head of the animal.  He died in our place, as was indicated by the slaying of the animal and the shedding of its blood.  Let us live today as ransomed, forgiven sinners, filled with gratitude for the one sacrifice which secured our salvation.  “For such a high priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners....who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices first for His own sins and then for the peoples’, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself” (Heb.6:26-27).

MARCH 18  -  EVENING

Exodus 29:19-21 -- " You shall also take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands on the head of the ram.  Then you shall kill the ram, and take some of its blood and put it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron and on the tip of the right ear of his sons, on the thumb of their right hand and on the big toe of their right foot, and sprinkle the blood all around on the altar.  And you shall take some of the blood that is on the altar, and some of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron and on his garments, on his sons and on the garments of his sons with him; and he and his garments shall be hallowed, and his sons and his sons' garments with him.”

The ear, the thumb, and the toe of the priest seem to indicate their hearing of Your word with their ears, their carrying it out with their hands, and their feet walking in Your paths.  Anoint our ears, O Lord, that we will hear, not only understanding and absorbing truth with the mind, but hearing to our salvation and spiritual edification.  “Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of Your love.  Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee.”  Use us as Your servants today, O Lord; cleanse us with the blood of the Lamb.

MARCH 19  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 30:1,7-9,25,37 -- "You shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall make it of acacia wood....Aaron shall burn on it sweet incense every morning; when he tends the lamps, he shall burn incense on it. And when Aaron lights the lamps at twilight, he shall burn incense on it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations. You shall not offer strange incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offering; nor shall you pour a drink offering on it....And you shall make from these a holy anointing oil, an ointment compounded according to the art of the perfumer. It shall be a holy anointing oil....But as for the incense which you shall make, you shall not make any for yourselves, according to its composition. It shall be to you holy for the LORD.”

A special altar was made and consecrated at Your command, O Lord, to represent the prayers of Your people.  Even as the sweet smell of incense ascended up to the sky, the petitions of Your saints are pleasing and acceptable in Your sight because of the intercession of our High Priest, Jesus Your Son.  When the angel of Revelation offered the incense, a censer filled with fire from the altar was hurled upon the earth, and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake (Rev.8:3-5).  The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective (Jas.5:16).  We are to offer to You only those prayers which are in accord with Your commands.  We do not know how to pray as we ought, but Your Holy Spirit make intercession within with yearning that are to deep even to be uttered (Rom.8:26).  Help us in our weakness, O Holy Spirit!    The sweetness of communion with You cannot be duplicated, imitated, or counterfeited.  

MARCH 20  -  MORNING and EVENING

Exodus 31:1-4,6 -- Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:  "See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah.  And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, to design artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze...And I, indeed I, have appointed with him Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have put wisdom in the hearts of all who are gifted artisans, that they may make all that I have commanded you...And I, indeed I, have appointed with him Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have put wisdom in the hearts of all who are gifted artisans, that they may make all that I have commanded you...”

Just as You gave different gifts to men for the construction of You dwelling place, the Tabernacle, even so You give gifts to men for the edification of Your church (Eph.4:7-12).  Open the eyes of Your people, especially the officers in Your church, to see that each has been given a gift by the manifestation of the same Spirit (I Cor.12:4).  There is no contradiction between receiving a talent and ability for some work and being filled with the Spirit.  May I, and may Your people, especially be filled with the Spirit of God (Eph.5:18-20).  Enable each one to do his or her daily work to the glory of God.  We may have little ability to work with our hands or artistic ability, but may we do all that we do for Your glory.  May we be “workmen who do not need to be ashamed” (II Tim.2:15). 

Exodus 31:6-11 –“... I have put wisdom in the hearts of all who are gifted artisans, that they may make all that I have commanded you:  the tabernacle of meeting, the ark of the Testimony and the mercy seat that is on it, and all the furniture of the tabernacle --  the table and its utensils, the pure gold lampstand with all its utensils, the altar of incense, the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the laver and its base -- the garments of ministry, the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of his sons, to minister as priests, and the anointing oil and sweet incense for the holy place. According to all that I have commanded you they shall do."

You give the most specific detail in the construction and furnishing of Your tabernacle, O Lord, and Moses and the people carefully carried out Your instructions.  This tent of meeting indicated that You dwelt in the midst of Israel and met with them.  We have no tabernacle or temple to build for You or in which to worship, but may we take the worship and service of God most seriously, paying attention to every detail in planning it and carrying it out.  May we obey You in all that You command, not adding to or taking from Your word.  Even this day and this week, may we experience the glory of Your presence in our midst, as a family and as a congregation.

MARCH 21  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 31:15-18 -- 'Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death.  'Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant.  It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.' "  And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God.

Show us in this passage how seriously You take Your own law and the keeping of it by Your people, O Lord.  You Yourself rested on one day of the seven and established the sabbath principle as a perpetual creation ordinance for all people in all eras (Gen.2:2-3; Ex.20:8-11).  As we prepare for the Lord’s Day, let us rejoice in the prospect of sabbath rest, that physical and spiritual rest that is ours in Christ (Heb.4:4-10).  May He, the Lord of the Sabbath, be foremost in our hearts and minds (Matt.12:8).  May we draw near to Him and find in Him our life.  Today, enable Your ministers and elders to effectively convey to Your people the benefits which You intended in giving a sabbath rest.

MARCH 22  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 32:9-12 -- And the LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-necked people!  Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation."  Then Moses pleaded with the LORD his God, and said: "LORD, why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand?  Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, 'He brought them out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your people.”

Make us intercessors like Moses, O Lord, pleading for the people in their sin on the basis of Your covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Forgive us for our own sin, for self-righteous judgment toward Your people.  Forgive us, most of all, for sinning against them by neglecting to pray for them (I Sam.12:23).  Let our plea for them and for ourselves be on the basis of the vindication of Your great name.  Let not Your church’s enemies have anything to gloat over!  Arise, O Lord, let not man prevail! (Psa.9:19).

Exodus 32:19-20 -- So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses' anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain.  Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children of Israel drink it.

How unbelievable, that Israel with all its heritage, privilege, and calling, should blatantly sin in this way.  The continual inclination of the human heart is toward the construction and worship of idols.  We feel this temptation in our own hearts, O Lord, not to make images of gold, silver, wood, or stone, but to construct gods of our own minds and even to attempt to worship You in ways that You have not ordained.  Cleanse us from idolatry.  Cleanse Your church of its inclination to establish an alternate worship of its own devising.  Teach us a true righteous indignation at sin.  Remove from our anger our own sin, selfishness, self-righteousness, and wrong attitude.  Give us a burden for Your people, a true love for them, a firmness that will cause us to speak plainly and openly to them, and a humility that will cause us continually to examine our own motives and attitudes.

MARCH 23  -  MORNING
Exodus 33:13-16 --"Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people."  And He said, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest."  Then he said to Him, "If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here.  For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth."

You have promised never to leave us or forsake us, O Lord (Heb.13:5).  Christ has said, “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt.28:20).  We are totally dependent upon Your presence, Your power, and Your providence.  We, too, say, “If Your presence will not go with us, do not carry us up from here.”  It is only by Your going with us that it will be apparent that we are Yours, that You have called us to serve You, that we have found favor in Your sight, that we are distinct from the people of the world.  Your presence is all important to Your people.  You are “Emmanuel,” God with us (Isa.7:14; Matt.1:23).

MARCH 23  -  EVENING

Exodus 33:18-20 -- And he said, "Please, show me Your glory."  Then He said, "I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion."  But He said, "You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live."

Unless You reveal Yourself, O Lord, man would know nothing about You.  We would be wandering in the dark, trying vainly to figure things out for ourselves.  But You have revealed Yourself – in Your world and in Your word.  And by Your Spirit You have opened the eyes of sinful men to understand and receive Your truth.  The natural man does not understand the things of the Spirit of God (I Cor.2:14).  The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children, that we may obey all the words of this law (Deut.29:29).  “So it depends not upon man’s will or exertion, but upon God’s mercy” (Rom.9:16).  You have been merciful to us, for no reason in us, but only because of Your perfect sovereign will and love.  Remind us today that Christ has said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matt.5:8; Jn.1:18; I Tim.6:16; Gen.32:30; Ex.24:10-11; Jud.6:22; Isa.6:5).

MARCH 24  -  MORNING
Exodus 34:6-7 -- And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children's children to the third and the fourth generation."

You are a God of love and holiness, O Lord.  If You were only loving, if Your compassion were not tempered with justice and righteousness, You might merely overlook sin and wink at it.   If You were only holy, and Your holiness were not tempered with steadfast love, You would blot us out altogether for our sins.  We praise You today that You are both loving and holy, and that You have manifested these great attributes in the cross of Your Son.  This passage, the one most frequently quoted or alluded to in the Old Testament itself, sets forth Your nature in a clear and concise way, so that men dare not presume upon You and yet not fear to draw near to You.  Let us draw near to You today through the mediation of Christ.

MARCH 24  -  EVENING

Exodus 34:27-29 -- Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write these words, for according to the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel."  So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank water. And He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.  Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the Testimony were in Moses' hand when he came down from the mountain), that Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him.
What glories must be theirs who have the most intimate fellowship with You, O God, who experience the most prolonged times in Your presence, You who dwell “in unapproachable light, whom no mortal eye has seen or ever can see” (I Tim.6:16).  No wonder Moses’ face shone, when he had been in the presence of the shekinah glory.  We know that no such observable phenomena will accompany our communion with You, but may we know more and more intimate fellowship, and may it be apparent to others that we have been in Your presence.  “The veil is taken away in Christ,” and You have shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (II Cor.3:14; 4:6).

MARCH 25  -  MORNING
Exodus 35:5,21,29 -- 'Take from among you an offering to the LORD. Whoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it as an offering to the LORD: gold, silver, and bronze’....Then everyone came whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and they brought the LORD's offering for the work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all its service, and for the holy garments....The children of Israel brought a freewill offering to the LORD, all the men and women whose hearts were willing to bring material for all kinds of work which the LORD, by the hand of Moses, had commanded to be done.

O Lord, move within the hearts and lives of our people to give generously, not only the required portion but over and above the tithe for the work of Your church.  Cause hearts to be stirred within and spirits to be moved.  This is the only way for godly giving to take place.  No amount of pressure or planning can substitute for the glad and generous heart and the vision for Your work.  You have said, “The first fruits of your ground you shall bring to the house of the Lord your God” (Ex.34:26).  May all our resources be completely at Your command and disposal.  Keep us from worry over money and give us grateful and willing hearts.  Keep us from bringing leftovers of time, energy, substance, and ability (Mal.1:6-8,13-14; 3:8-10).

MARCH 25  -  EVENING

Exodus 36:1,3,6-7 -- "And Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whom the LORD has put wisdom and understanding, to know how to do all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, shall do according to all that the LORD has commanded." ....And they received from Moses all the offering which the children of Israel had brought for the work of the service of making the sanctuary. So they continued bringing to him freewill offerings every morning...So the people were restrained from bringing; for the material they had was sufficient for all the work to be done -- indeed too much.

Lord, You are the Giver of all skill, talent, and ability.  We owe to You whatever of these we have, and we must use them to do Your bidding and to bring glory to Your name.  You have given gifts of preaching, teaching, administration, artistry and service to Your church.  As they are exercised among Your people, we call upon You to use them for Your glory and to raise up others to multiply their effectiveness and to labor in generations to come.  Take away any pride we might have in these gifts, for “every...gift comes from above” (Jas.1:17).  “What do we have that we have not received?”  

(I Cor.4:7).  Give Your people such a spirit of commitment and generosity as that which we see here in the building of the tabernacle.  If our hearts were right, there would be no lack of money, materials, time, energy, and talent to accomplish all the work of Your church.  Your church often thinks it needs man-made schemes and gimmicks, pressure and programs to raise support and accomplish Your work.  Open the eyes of all Your people to see that what is needed is fervent love for You and zeal for Your cause.  

MARCH 26  -  MORNING and EVENING
Exodus 37:1-2,5,9 -- Then Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits was its length, a cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and a half its height.  He overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside, and made a molding of gold all around it....And he put the poles into the rings at the sides of the ark, to bear the ark....The cherubim spread out their wings above, and covered the mercy seat with their wings. They faced one another; the faces of the cherubim were toward the mercy seat.

With what care and precision and detail these furnishings for the tabernacle were made!  They pictured truths that are vitally important to Your people in every age, O Lord.  Especially, the ark indicates Your dwelling in the midst of Your people.  Now the ark is gone forever, but the Word has become flesh and dwelt among us (Jn.1:14).  Let us live today in the reality of Christ’s dwelling in us by the Holy Spirit.  Let us approach Your throne in awe and reverence.  How important is the worship of God!  Forgive us that we are often bored with these long accounts of preparation for worship.  Teach us the significance of this portion of Your word, as it points to the Messianic Age when God would tabernacle among His people.

MARCH 27  -  MORNING and EVENING

Exodus 38:1--  He made the altar of burnt offering of acacia wood; five cubits was its length and five cubits its width -- it was square -- and its height was three cubits.

Forgive us, again, O Lord, that the details of the tabernacle furnishings become so tedious to us.  They indicate such crucial and wonderful truth.  This altar was the place where sacrifice was offered.  Remind us as we read about it that it points to the one sacrificial offering made by Your Son, our great High Priest.  The ark and the altar are no more because they found their perfect fulfillment in the Lamb slain once for all for the sins of Your people.  Remind us throughout this day that “God commended His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us” (Rom.5:8).  The care with which You gave the intricate details of tabernacle worship, and the care with which Moses received and implemented them, indicate to us the desire You have for the purity of Your worship and the necessity of carrying out Your commands to the smallest detail (Ex.25:9,40; 26:30; 39:32,42; 40:16; I Chron.28:19).  Give us true understanding of You and genuine and faithful worship, O Lord!

MARCH 28  -  MORNING and EVENING

Exodus 39:32,42; 40:16 -- Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was finished. And the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD had commanded Moses; so they did....According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did all the work....Thus Moses did; according to all that the LORD had commanded him, so he did.

How important it is to do all that You have commanded, O Lord.  Make us willing to obey You in every detail of Your word; for he who is faithful in little will be entrusted with much (Lk.16:10).  Let us not take any of Your commands lightly, but see all of the implications of every one for our lives.  Let us believe and obey and teach the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).  Your word gives light and life.  Forgive us for neglecting it, not delighting to meditate upon it, for not obeying it.  Give us hunger and thirst for Your word and longing to keep it.  “How can a young man keep his way pure?  By guarding it according to Your word...I have hid Your word in my heart, that I might not sin against You” (Psa.119:9,11).  These details of the tabernacle were instruments of teaching about Christ.  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable...” (II Tim.3:16).  

MARCH 29  -  MORNING and EVENING

Exodus 40:33-38 -- So Moses finished the work.  Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  Whenever the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in all their journeys.  But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till the day that it was taken up.  For the cloud of the LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.

All  our planning and building is of no consequence unless Your Spirit moves in power upon us and through us, O Lord.  As Your people assemble for worship, descend upon us, fill us, enable us to worship and glorify You as You desire.  We have no power to praise Your name or to think Your thoughts after You.  Anoint us, so that our plans and efforts will be in accord with Your word and effective to Your glory.  Give us determination to follow wherever Your providence brings us and wherever the principles of Your word indicate we should be.  Give us a sense of Your holiness, majesty, and glory.  Keep us from a casual attitude toward You, Your law, Your will.  Give us awe and godly fear in Your presence.  Use the book of Exodus throughout our lives to teach us about You dwelling in the midst of Your people, Your bringing us out of bondage to sin and leading us through the wilderness of this life into Your promised land.
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