FEBRUARY 2  -  MORNING
Job 1:6-7 -- Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them.   And the Lord said to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan answered the Lord and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it."

Thank You for this important and amazing insight into reality, O Lord, this “look behind the scenes.” Open our eyes to see that in all the affairs of life nothing can happen to us without Your wise permission, that even Satan himself must appear before You and is totally answerable to You.  Let us cry out with Job, “Blessed be the name of the Lord!”  And let us be as Job and not sin by charging God with sin (vv.21-22).  Our adversary the devil “prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (I Pet.5:8).  Let us be sober and watchful.  Let us call upon You, trust in You, and strive in Your strength.  As he did in the case of Peter, Satan has demanded to have us, that he may sift us as wheat.  We take confidence that Christ has prayed for us, that our faith may not fail (Luke 22:31-32).  When we have turned again from our own sin, may we strengthen the brethren.  

FEBRUARY 2  -  EVENING
Job 1:8-11 -- Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?"  So Satan answered the Lord and said, "Does Job fear God for nothing?  Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.  But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!"

May we be such choice servants of Yours to whom You may point as those who fear You and who turn away from evil.  We are ashamed that our lives so often will not bear that kind of scrutiny.  May we not be those who fear and obey You because of the blessing and benefit, but those who fear You regardless of the consequences and circumstances.  Would we faithfully serve You if our physical and emotional props were taken away?  How would we react to the trials which came upon Job?  We have had so few severe trials in our lives.  We do not pray for trials, but we pray that we might serve You for Yourself alone and because we desire Your glory.  Please strengthen us for whatever trials might lie ahead for us.

FEBRUARY 3  -  MORNING

Job 1:20-22 -- Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped.  And he said: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked shall I return there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord."  In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.

Give us this attitude toward all the trials and sufferings of life, O Lord.  Teach us to trust in You through the most adverse circumstances, to be content in whatever circumstances we live; teach us to be abased as well as to abound (Phil.4:11-12).  In whatever hardship may come to us, may we faithfully witness to Your sovereign goodness and mercy.  Your will is perfect; Your plan encompasses all things.  Satan himself can do nothing without Your permission.  Use the trials of our lives and the life of our family to draw us closer to You and to one another, and teach us what You would have us learn.  Teach us “the patience of Job” (James 5:11).  We know something of our own hearts and the tendency of our hearts to grumble and complain, to be bitter and resentful when things do not go our way, even in little things.  What would be our response to great affliction?  Prepare us, O God, if it lies ahead for us.

FEBRUARY 3  -  EVENING

Job 2:3, 7, 9-10 -- Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause."...So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head....Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!"  But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?" In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

Why should we expect to receive only good in life and be exempt from trouble and trial?  This is a fallen world in which we live, a world under the curse of sin.  And “the Lord disciplines him whom He loves, and chastises every son whom He receives” (Heb.12:6).  We should not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes upon us to prove us, as though something strange were happening to us, but rejoice in so far as we share Christ’s sufferings (I Pet.4:12-13).  Forgive us, Lord, for the sin of discontent and complaining (Phil.2:14; 4:11-13).  Teach us to receive each incident of life, pleasant or unpleasant, as part of Your perfect plan.  You are all wise, all powerful, all loving toward Your people.  You are working all things together for our good (Rom.8:28).

FEBRUARY 4  -  MORNING

Job 3:1-3, 11, 20-21 -- After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.  And Job spoke, and said:  "May the day perish on which I was born, And the night in which it was said, 'A male child is conceived’....Why did I not die at birth? Why did I not perish when I came from the womb?...Why is light given to him who is in misery, And life to the bitter of soul,  Who long for death, but it does not come, And search for it more than hidden treasures...?”

We have known so little real anguish of soul, O Lord, particularly in physical affliction.  Give us genuine sympathy and understanding for those who suffer.  Give us insight into the plight of sufferers, and ability to direct them to the One who can be touched with the feelings of their infirmities, who was tempted in all points as we are, yet without sin.  Since He Himself suffered by being tempted, He is able to help those who are tempted (Heb.4:15; 2:18).  We thank You for the meaning and purpose which Christ gives to life.  Enable us to experience it and convey it to others.  Forgive us for the sins of despondency and distrust, for wishing at times of despair that we had never been born, for running from tasks You have set before us.  Give us strength, zeal, and determination and joy in Your service (Job 10:18-19; Jer.20:14-18).

FEBRUARY 4  -  EVENING

Job 3:24-26 – “...my sighing comes before I eat, And my groanings pour out like water.  For the thing I greatly feared has come upon me, And what I dreaded has happened to me.  I am not at ease, nor am I quiet; I have no rest, for trouble comes."

How realistic the book of Job is, O Lord!  It does not gloss over the hard realities of life or the inner struggle of men in trouble, but presents them graphically and honestly.  Prepare us for whatever major trial and testing may be ahead for us in our lives.  And in the small, everyday nagging worries and discouragements, teach us to trust in You, to expect persecutions and not be overcome with depression or frustration (II Tim.3:12).  In Your providence, use whatever hardship Your will sends our way for our own spiritual good and growth in grace.  We pray that in Your wise providence You will bring about just the circumstances that will be for our own good and Your glory.  If it is Your will, may we be spared sore affliction; but whatever Your will might be, may we handle it as true children of God and profit from it.  May our chief aim not be to avoid affliction, but in the midst of affliction to glorify You, and enjoy You forever.  

FEBRUARY 5  -  MORNING and EVENING

Job 4:2-6 -- "If one attempts a word with you, will you become weary? But who can withhold himself from speaking?  Surely you have instructed many, And you have strengthened weak hands.  Your words have upheld him who was stumbling, And you have strengthened the feeble knees;  But now it comes upon you, and you are weary; It touches you, and you are troubled.  Is not your reverence your confidence? And the integrity of your ways your hope?”

These words of Eliphaz contain much truth, even though his conclusion misses the mark – that is, that the innocent never perish.  Even if we have instructed others and strengthened weak hands and upheld those who are stumbling, that is no guarantee that when trouble comes to us we will be strong and not impatient and faltering.  May it be said of us that we have done these things, but let us never make our own piety our confidence and hope in the blamelessness of our own ways.  May our confidence not be in our fear of You or our integrity, but in You Yourself, O Lord!  Let us continually see our righteousness as a gift from You.  May good works be evident as the result of Your knowing us, but let us never trust in them as a means of drawing near to You or overcoming trials.  As we go through life and encounter various trials, may every experience contribute to Your glory and our own sanctification.

FEBRUARY 6  -  MORNING and EVENING

Job 5:6 –7, 17-18 –“For affliction does not come from the dust, Nor does trouble spring from the ground;  Yet man is born to trouble, As the sparks fly upward....Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects; Therefore do not despise the chastening of the Almighty. For He bruises, but He binds up; He wounds, but His hands make whole.”

Even though there is much that Eliphaz does not understand and there is error in his thinking, yet these words of his reflect much truth about You, O Lord.  Trouble is inevitable in a world under the curse of sin.  And You do discipline those whom You love and chasten every son whom You receive (Heb.12:6).  Discipline us when we are in error in our thinking and practice.  Do not allow us to wander in the wrong way.  Bring us back, even though that requires the rod of correction.  Teach us that we are blessed when You correct us and discipline us.  Let us bear it in  joy and profit from it.  We are in need of such reproof daily.  May we see every trouble as an opportunity to draw closer to You, to learn from You, to grow spiritually, to become stronger, better able to minister to others, to glorify You in the way we receive and bear sufferings.  Forgive us for the sin of the past day and night – sin in thought, word, and deed.  Wound when we need it – but also bind up; smite, but also heal.  We take great comfort in knowing that though You wound, You also bind up (Deut.32:39).

FEBRUARY 7  -  MORNING

Job 6:8-13 -- " Oh, that I might have my request, That God would grant me the thing that I long for!  That it would please God to crush me, That He would loose His hand and cut me off!  Then I would still have comfort; Though in anguish, I would exult, He will not spare; For I have not concealed the words of the Holy One.  What strength do I have, that I should hope? And what is my end, that I should prolong my life?  Is my strength the strength of stones? Or is my flesh bronze?  Is my help not within me? And is success driven from me?”

Allow us, at least to some degree, to enter into the experience of Job as we read these words, and seek to understand what it would be like to suffer great affliction.  Prepare us for dealing with the little unpleasantness that we will surely encounter, and for any larger suffering that may lie ahead for us.  Let our desire also be that we would not deny the words of the Holy One.  Deliver us from the inclination to want to be removed from this life with all its pain and affliction.  We are susceptible to this escapist mentality which sometimes wishes that it were all over and that we would be safe and secure in heaven with no more sorrow or suffering.  Give us patience with the discomforts in life, and with Your providence.

FEBRUARY 7  -  EVENING

Job 6:14-17 -- "To him who is afflicted, kindness should be shown by his friend, Even though he forsakes the fear of the Almighty.  My brothers have dealt deceitfully like a brook, Like the streams of the brooks that pass away,  Which are dark because of the ice, And into which the snow vanishes.  When it is warm, they cease to flow; When it is hot, they vanish from their place.”

Let us not be this kind of friend, O Lord, one who vanishes in time of trouble or lacks wisdom and unable to help.  Let us respond properly when others prove to be this kind of friend to us.  Let our trust be in You, O Lord, above any and all men.  “It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in princes” (Psa 118:8-9).  We ask that You will bless us with close friends and stalwart confidants, yet never let us put our final hope in them or despair when they fail us.  Give us such close and supportive friendships in Your church, and in our own congregation, that when help is needed we will truly, Biblically, bear one another’s burdens (Gal.6:2).  Help us to be true and faithful Christian friends, colleagues, and pastors to one another.  At the same time, let us direct others to You and not make disciples for ourselves.  We know that we will ultimately fail those who trust us.  Let us make it clear to others that their trust must ultimately be in You alone, and not in us.

FEBRUARY 8  -  MORNING

Job 7:3-4 -- So I have been allotted months of futility, And wearisome nights have been appointed to me.  When I lie down, I say, 'When shall I arise, And the night be ended?' For I have had my fill of tossing till dawn.

In sleepless nights let us call upon You, O Lord, and find our strength in You, even though we do not understand the reason for our trials and troubles.  Teach us to trust in You, to truly know You.  For  we must say with Job, “...in truth I have no help in me, and any resource is driven from me” (Job 6:13).  Use trials to show us clearly that our own resources come to an end, and we are totally dependent upon You.  “My soul is feasted as with marrow and fat, and my mouth praises You with joyful lips, when I think of You upon my bed, and meditate on You in the watches of the night (Psa.63:5-6).  Often, when we are “full of tossing until the dawn, “ we do not meditate upon You in the night watches, but continue to fret and be overcome with our worry and care.  Teach us to “call to remembrance my song in the night, and meditate within my heart, and make diligent search by my spirit” (Psa.77:6; also 42:8). 

FEBRUARY 8  -  EVENING

Job 7:7-10 -- Oh, remember that my life is a breath! My eye will never again see good.  The eye of him who sees me will see me no more; While your eyes are upon me, I shall no longer be.  As the cloud disappears and vanishes away, So he who goes down to the grave does not come up.  He shall never return to his house, Nor shall his place know him anymore.

We thank You, O God, that there is One who has gone down to Sheol and come back again, and that therefore death does not hold terror for us.  Thank You that Job’s Redeemer and ours did stand upon the earth, so that after our skin has been destroyed, apart from our flesh we shall see God (19:25-26).  May we live this day in the knowledge of the resurrection of Christ and of our own coming resurrection, so that we will triumph and not be dejected.  Give us a sense of the transience and frailty of earthly life.  Remind us that our present life is a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes (James 4:14).  “Lord, let me know my end, and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting my life is!....Surely every man stands as a mere breath!”  (Psa.39:4-5).  “So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom” (Psa.90:12). 

FEBRUARY 9  -  MORNING and EVENING

Job 8:11-15, 18 -- " Can the papyrus grow up without a marsh? Can the reeds flourish without water?  While it is yet green and not cut down, It withers before any other plant.  So are the paths of all who forget God; And the hope of the hypocrite shall perish,  Whose confidence shall be cut off, And whose trust is a spider's web.  He leans on his house, but it does not stand. He holds it fast, but it does not endure....If he is destroyed from his place, Then it will deny him, saying, 'I have not seen you.'”

Bildad misunderstands Job’s position and Your dealing with the righteous; yet he speaks truly and eloquently about the ultimate end of the wicked.  Those who forget You, ignore You, despise You, shall utterly perish.  Surely You set them in slippery places (Psa.73:18).  Their confidence is like a flimsy spider’s web that will blow away and come to nothing.  Let this stern warning be before us today and take heed lest we fall (I Cor.10:12), and prove ourselves to be unregenerate.  Enable us to wisely know the true state of the godless and warn them of their peril.  May our firm trust this day and every day be in You, the Rock, and in Your sure word, and may we effectively set before men the emptiness of any other confidence.

FEBRUARY 10  -  MORNING

Job 9:10-12 -- He does great things past finding out, Yes, wonders without number.  If He goes by me, I do not see Him; If He moves past, I do not perceive Him;  If He takes away, who can hinder Him? Who can say to Him, 'What are You doing?'

Let us never presume to remove all mystery from You, O Lord, or think that we can pin You down to neat doctrinal formulations of our own construction.  Let us bow before You in adoration and submission, while we worship and serve You according to Your revelation of Yourself in Your word.  “The secret things belong to the Lord our God; but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law” (Deut. 29:29).... “He does as He pleases among the host of heaven as well as among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His hand or say to Him,  ‘What are You doing?’ (Dan. 4:35).  Sometimes Your ways are hidden from us because of our sin – we cannot see and understand as we should because our hearts suffer from spiritual blindness and our lives are out of accord with Your commands.  But even beyond that sin of ours, You are sovereign, and Your ways are incomprehensible.
FEBRUARY 10  -  EVENING
Job 9:32-35 -- "For He is not a man, as I am, That I may answer Him, And that we should go to court together.  Nor is there any mediator between us, Who may lay his hand on us both.  Let Him take His rod away from me, And do not let dread of Him terrify me.  Then I would speak and not fear Him, But it is not so with me.
Prevent us from thinking that we stand on an equal plane with You, O Lord, or that we can call You to account to us.  Your covenant is not between two equals, but You have established it at Your own initiative and on Your own terms.  What Job longed for, an “umpire” to mediate between God and man, an advocate in the court of heaven, You provided in sending Your Son, the God-man.  He is our perfect Mediator who pleads our case (I Tim.2:5; I John 2:1).  He is the One who removed Your rod from us by receiving the blows of that rod Himself.  He has stayed Your righteous hand of judgment. As our Priest He intercedes for us; as our Prophet He interprets Your mysterious ways to us; and as our King He protects us and rules over us.  Job was a sinner, but Jesus was not.  He alone could “bear the sin of many” (Isa.53:12).  Let us rejoice in our Mediator today and live as those whose burdens have been borne by Another.  We thank You that He did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant (Phil.2:6-7). 

FEBRUARY 11  -  MORNING

Job 10:1-3 –My soul loathes my life; I will give free course to my complaint, I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.  I will say to God, 'Do not condemn me; Show me why You contend with me.  Does it seem good to You that You should oppress, That You should despise the work of Your hands, And smile on the counsel of the wicked?’

We thank You, Lord, that the Scriptures record honestly and openly the actions, words, and even the inner thoughts of men of God.  Here the soul of Job is laid bare and he openly complains against Your hand of providence.  He was “a man of like passions with us,” a sinner (Jas.5:17).  Let these words cause us to “take heed lest we fall” when we think that we stand (I Cor.10:12).  We could complain against You as Job did, and we do in many little ways every day.  Strengthen our trust in You and our witness for You.  At times our own souls are overwhelmed by our circumstances and our own sin, as Job’s soul was. Though we have not suffered anything like the tribulation of Job, we loathe our own lives and complain against Your providence in bitterness of soul.  Give us the patience of Job, O God, and open our blind eyes to see the end intended by the Lord – that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful (James 5:11).

FEBRUARY 11  -  EVENING

Job 10:10-12, 18-19 – ‘Did you not pour me out like milk, And curdle me like cheese,  Clothe me with skin and flesh, And knit me together with bones and sinews?  You have granted me life and favor, And Your care has preserved my spirit....Why then have You brought me out of the womb? Oh, that I had perished and no eye had seen me!  I would have been as though I had not been. I would have been carried from the womb to the grave.’

Your word everywhere assumes that the baby in the womb is a human being created in Your image.  Even here, as Job wishes he had never seen the light of day, he knows that he was himself in his mother’s womb, that if he had died it would have been a death, and it would have been him that died.  Open the eyes of those who are killing unborn babies, O Lord, and enable them to see the horror of what they are doing and fear Your final judgment day.  Cause the whole of our society to shudder at the thought of what is taking place, at how life is being cheapened, and how attitudes of people toward life itself is being changed.

FEBRUARY 12  -  MORNING

Job 11:7-9 -- "Can you search out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limits of the Almighty?  They are higher than heaven -- what can you do? Deeper than Sheol -- what can you know? 9 Their measure is longer than the earth And broader than the sea.

Zophar is wrong, along with Job’s other friends, in accusing Job of specific iniquity for which he is being punished.  But he is correct here in speaking of Your great wisdom, O Lord.  It is unsearchable.  Your ways are past tracing out.  May we learn to put our hands upon our mouths (Job 40:4) in awe and humility before You and praise Your great sovereign providence.  “O the depths of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been His counselor?’ ‘Or who has given a gift to Him that he might be repaid?’ For from Him and through Him and unto Him are all things.  To Him be glory for ever.  Amen” (Rom.11:33-36).  We thank You, also, that Your commandment is not too mysterious for us, not too far off.  But the word is very near us, in our mouths, and in our hearts, that we may do it (Deut.30:11-14; Rom.10:6-8).

FEBRUARY 12  -  EVENING

Job 11:13-16 -- "If you would prepare your heart, And stretch out your hands toward Him; If iniquity were in your hand, and you put it far away, And would not let wickedness dwell in your tents;  Then surely you could lift up your face without spot; Yes, you could be steadfast, and not fear; Because you would forget your misery, And remember it as waters that have passed away...

Zophar is close to the truth, seeing the necessity of holiness of life, the need to put away sin and draw near to God.  But he surely misses the mark in thinking that those who live holy lives will be free from trouble and affliction.  Let us not seek to live godly lives in order to be safe from trial, O Lord, for we know that trial is inevitable, especially for “those who would live godly in Christ Jesus” (II Tim.3:12).  Use trials and testing to strengthen our faith.  Enable us to be secure in You and not fear when miseries come.  Enable us to understand that if no trial or testing comes, we would soon forget You, O God.  How little we would see our need of You and how little we would depend upon You.  How prone we would be to feel self-sufficient and go our own way.  Use our trials to cause us to cast ourselves upon You.  Let the testing of our faith produce patience (James 1:2-4).

FEBRUARY 13  -  MORNING and EVENING

Job 12:13-17, 24-25 -- "With Him are wisdom and strength, He has counsel and understanding.  If He breaks a thing down, it cannot be rebuilt; If He imprisons a man, there can be no release.  If He withholds the waters, they dry up; If He sends them out, they overwhelm the earth.  With Him are strength and prudence. The deceived and the deceiver are His.  He leads counselors away plundered, And makes fools of the judges....He takes away the understanding of the chiefs of the people of the earth, And makes them wander in a pathless wilderness.  They grope in the dark without light, And He makes them stagger like a drunken man.

What a beautiful and comprehensive statement of Your sovereignty, O God!  You are in absolute control of all things.  You know the end from the beginning; nothing is hid from You; You can do all Your holy will (Isa. 46:9-10).  Nothing can frustrate Your purposes.  Christ has set before His church an open door which no one is able to shut.  He has the key of David; He opens and no one shall shut; He shuts and no one shall open (Rev.3:7-8; Isa.22:22).  Send forth Your word in power today, to overcome sin and conquer the hearts of sinners.  Make men aware of how dependent they are upon You for their every breath.  Especially may rulers recognize that they are in Your hands and can do nothing without Your permission (Prov.21:1).  Give foolish rulers back their senses, and cause them to bow in submission.  Especially cause each of us to acknowledge Your Lordship and bow before You, seeking Your power; but most of all, seeking Your face.  Let us find true satisfaction in You and in Your will, and wholly commit our way to You, even this day.

FEBRUARY 14  -  MORNING

Job 13:4-12 -- But you forgers of lies, You are all worthless physicians.  Oh, that you would be silent, And it would be your wisdom!  Now hear my reasoning, And heed the pleadings of my lips.  Will you speak wickedly for God, And talk deceitfully for Him?  Will you show partiality for Him? Will you contend for God?  Will it be well when He searches you out? Or can you mock Him as one mocks a man?  He will surely rebuke you If you secretly show partiality. 11 Will not His excellence make you afraid, And the dread of Him fall upon you? Your platitudes are proverbs of ashes, Your defenses are defenses of clay.

All of man’s natural ideas about You and Your ways are “proverbs of ashes,” O Lord.  You have revealed Yourself, and we are totally dependent upon Your revelation to know anything about You.  To begin with man and what he wants You to do and say, and what he wants You to be like, is to grope in the dark without light.  “Where is the wise man?  Where is the scribe?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?”  (I Cor.1:20).  Give us the grace and humility, O God, to live and think in total dependence upon You.  Enable us to faithfully and effectively proclaim You from Your revelation of Yourself.  Keep us from misrepresenting You through our own foolish reasonings.
FEBRUARY 14  -  EVENING

Job 13:13-16, 20-23 -- " Hold your peace with me, and let me speak, Then let come on me what may!  Why do I take my flesh in my teeth, And put my life in my hands?  Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. Even so, I will defend my own ways before Him.  He also shall be my salvation, For a hypocrite could not come before Him...." Only two things do not do to me, Then I will not hide myself from You:  Withdraw Your hand far from me, And let not the dread of You make me afraid.  Then call, and I will answer; Or let me speak, then You respond to me. How many are my iniquities and sins? Make me know my transgression and my sin.
Job is much confused throughout his trials, and yet one thing ever remains before him – that You are God and there is no other (Isa.45:5,6, 14,18,21,22; 46:9), that all things are in Your hands.  Let this cry of Job be our ultimate refuge and answer in all trouble:  “Even though He slay me, yet will I trust him.”  Even though we cannot see Your plan or purpose, let us commit our way to You and trust fully in You.  Prepare us for whatever testing may lie ahead for us.  May our spiritual muscles be exercised and ready.  Use each small trial along the way to strengthen us for larger ones.  Keep Satan from using such occasions to cause our faith to fail and our guard to be down.  Let us learn from our own trials and our own sin.  Give growth in grace and greater trust and submission (II Pet.3:18).  Bring into our lives whatever You see that we need; only do not hide Your face from us!
FEBRUARY 15  -  MORNING
Job 14:1-4 -- "Man who is born of woman Is of few days and full of trouble.  He comes forth like a flower and fades away; He flees like a shadow and does not continue.  And do You open Your eyes on such a one, And bring me to judgment with Yourself?  Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one!

“Lord, let me know my end, and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting my life is!” (Psa.39:4).  “What is your life?  For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes” (Jas.4:14).  “You turn man back to the dust, and say, ‘Turn back, O children of men!’...You sweep men away; they are like a dream, like grass which is renewed in the morning: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers...so teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom” (Psa.90:3,5-6,12).  Make us fully realize the brevity and frailty of our lives here on earth, O God.  Let us not presumptuously boast about what we will do tomorrow, but rather say, “If the Lord wills, we will live, and we shall do this or that” (Jas.4:15).  Give us the wisdom to live in the light of eternity, to live as though the present age has passed away (I Cor.7:31), yet seeking to change this world through the power of the Holy Spirit.  May the reality of the age to come break through more and more for us.  Let us use wisely the time given to us this day. 

FEBRUARY 15  -  EVENING

Job 14:1, 4 -- "Man who is born of woman Is of few days and full of trouble....Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one!

Though Job cannot see Your purpose and plan, and though he complains against Your providence as unfair, he sees the truth of human depravity from conception and its resulting trouble.  Help us to understand and confess our own sinfulness as well as our specific personal sins.  Enable us to understand the world and its afflictions through the way You look upon the world in its sin.  It is a world that groans in travail awaiting its redemption (Rom.8:21).  May we be able to effectively live and minister to people and proclaim Your word because of this knowledge and insight from Your revelation.  “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psa.51:5).  “The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies” (Psa.58:3).  “The imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth” (Gen.8:21).  Show us through all the Old Covenant distinctions of cleanness and uncleanness our own need of grace and cleansing.  Enable us to faithfully teach this great need to others.

Job 14:13-17 -- " Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, That You would conceal me until Your wrath is past, That You would appoint me a set time, and remember me!  If a man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my hard service I will wait, Till my change comes.  You shall call, and I will answer You; You shall desire the work of Your hands.  For now You number my steps, But do not watch over my sin.  My transgression is sealed up in a bag, And You cover my iniquity.

Let us not seek the grave as Job did in his misery, O God; but do let us long for the day when our sin will be completely taken away and we will grieve You and others no more.  We thank You for the clear and progressive unfolding of Your truth which shows us that a man will live again when he dies.  Death for Your people is a release from sin and trouble.  Yet we should be hard pressed from both sides, as Paul was, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better, yet knowing that to remain here means more fruitful service and the opportunity to bring more glory to You on earth.  Enable us to be able to truly say from the heart, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil.1:21, 23-24).

FEBRUARY 16  -  MORNING

Job 15:2-4 6-8, 11-13 -- "Should a wise man answer with empty knowledge, And fill himself with the east wind?  Should he reason with unprofitable talk, Or by speeches with which he can do no good?  Yes, you cast off fear, And restrain prayer before God....Your own mouth condemns you, and not I; Yes, your own lips testify against you.  Are you the first man who was born? Or were you made before the hills?  Have you heard the counsel of God? Do you limit wisdom to yourself?...Are the consolations of God too small for you, And the word spoken gently with you?  Why does your heart carry you away, And what do your eyes wink at,  That you turn your spirit against God, And let such words go out of your mouth?

Again Eliphaz is a “miserable comforter” (16:2), speaking with insensitivity, having found no answer, though he declares Job to be in the wrong (32:3).  Yet again there is a kernel of truth in the accusation, for Job has complained bitterly against God and accused Him of unfairness and unconcern.  Guard our tongue and our thoughts, O God, that we will not argue in unprofitable talk or in words that can do no good.  May the consolations of God never be too small for us, or the word that deals gently with us.  How often is there a kernel of truth in accusations made against us, even by the most unfair and prejudiced critics.  Let be open to hear the truth, even from our critics, and let us profit from it for our sanctification.  Give us wisdom to know how and when to defend ourselves and when to confess our sins (Nehemiah 6:8-9).

FEBRUARY 16  -  EVENING

Job 15:20-21, 25, 29, 31-32 -- The wicked man writhes with pain all his days, And the number of years is hidden from the oppressor.  Dreadful sounds are in his ears; In prosperity the destroyer comes upon him....For he stretches out his hand against God, And acts defiantly against the Almighty....He will not be rich, Nor will his wealth continue, Nor will his possessions overspread the earth....Let him not trust in futile things, deceiving himself, For futility will be his reward.  It will be accomplished before his time, And his branch will not be green.

Here is the heart of the argument of Job’s friends:  they sincerely believed the wicked would always be punished appropriately in this life, that they will be “paid in full before their time.”  We often wish that it were so, and You have told us to pray for the frustration, overthrow and destruction of wicked men.  Yet in Your sovereign wisdom You do not always deign to manifest Your judgment immediately or even in this life.  It seems to us, as it did to the psalmist, that “there are no pangs in their death, but their strength is firm.  They are not in trouble as other men, nor are they plagued like other men” (Psa.73:4-5).  And we must remind ourselves that when the psalmist thought how to understand this, it was too painful for him –until he went into the sanctuary of God and then understood their end (Psa.73:16-17).  We do pray, “Arise, O Lord!  Let not man prevail; let the nations be judged before You!  Put them in fear, O Lord!  Let the nations know that they are but men!” (Psa.9:19-20).  Yet give us patience and trust in Your actions and timing.

FEBRUARY 17  -  MORNING
Job 16:19-21 -- Surely even now my witness is in heaven, And my evidence is on high.  My friends scorn me; My eyes pour out tears to God.  Oh, that one might plead for a man with God, As a man pleads for his neighbor!

In the midst of his distress, in the midst of his complaining against You, Job calls upon You as a witness, O God, and says in effect, “As God is my witness, I have done no great immorality for which I am suffering these things.”  You are the all-seeing God.  Nothing is hid from You.  Man cannot fully understand You or Your ways (Deut. 29:29).  May our final appeal always be to You, even though we do not understand the circumstances.  Let us be content to entrust our case and our whole way to You, O God, even when it seems that “God has worn me out, He has made me desolate of all my company.  He has shriveled me up; and my leanness has risen up against me, it testifies to my face” (vv.7-8).  May we have this confidence of Job, that no matter what may befall us on this earth, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, Who makes intercession for us continually on the basis of His sacrifice once offered for sin (I John  2:1).  Forgive us when we complain about Your providence, O Lord.  Enable us to have more complete trust in Your provision, both for the forgiveness of iniquity and for the healing of all our diseases and the redeeming of our life from the grave (Psa. 103:2-4).  

FEBRUARY 17  -  EVENING

Job 17:6-9 -- " But He has made me a byword of the people, And I have become one in whose face men spit.  My eye has also grown dim because of sorrow, And all my members are like shadows.  Upright men are astonished at this, And the innocent stirs himself up against the hypocrite.  Yet the righteous will hold to his way, And he who has clean hands will be stronger and stronger.

May it be true of us, O Lord, that we grow stronger and stronger in the face of adversity and godless opposition.  We have certainly not suffered like Job, and yet we have experienced something of what it means to be a “byword,” and those before whom men spit.  Forgive us that our reaction seems to be a weakening and a growing discouragement instead of growing stronger.  May our lives be a demonstration of the fact that “They go on from strength to strength, every one who appears before God in Zion” (Psa.84:7).  Use the difficulties that come into our lives for our sanctification and for Your glory.  Make us better able to minister to the needs of others through the trials that we have endured.  Comfort us in all our affliction, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God (II Cor.1:4), even as Christ Himself has suffered being tempted, and is able to help those who are tempted (Heb.2:18).

FEBRUARY 18  -  MORNING

Job 17:13-16 -- If I wait for the grave as my house, If I make my bed in the darkness,  If I say to corruption, 'You are my father,' And to the worm, 'You are my mother and my sister,'  Where then is my hope? As for my hope, who can see it?  Will they go down to the gates of Sheol? Shall we have rest together in the dust?"

All men must anticipate death; it is inevitable as our lot.  What comfort that Christ has descended into Sheol and experienced death on behalf of His people.  Job asked, “If I die, then where is my hope?”  You, O Lord, have shown us in Your revelation of Yourself that we do have hope, even in death, because of Christ’s suffering for us.  May this be our comfort today.  May we be able to say that our only comfort in life and death is “That I with body and soul, both in life and death,  am not my own;  but belong unto my faithful Savior Jesus Christ, who, with His precious blood, hath has fully satisfied for all my sins, and delivered me from all the power of the devil; and so preserves me that without the will of my heavenly Father, not a hair can fall from my head.....” (Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 1). 

FEBRUARY 18  -  EVENING

Job 18:5-11, 16 -- "The light of the wicked indeed goes out, And the flame of his fire does not shine.  The light is dark in his tent, And his lamp beside him is put out.  The steps of his strength are shortened, And his own counsel casts him down.  For he is cast into a net by his own feet, And he walks into a snare.  The net takes him by the heel, And a snare lays hold of him.  A noose is hidden for him on the ground, And a trap for him in the road.  Terrors frighten him on every side, And drive him to his feet....His roots are dried out below, And his branch withers above.”

Bildad paints a horrifying picture of the end of the wicked, but he does not seem to understand that before that end the wicked may prosper: often “they have no pangs; their bodies are sound and sleek.  They are not in trouble as other men are; they are not stricken like other men” (Psa.73:4-5).  But when the psalmist saw the end of the wicked, he agreed with Bildad’s words.  Give us, O Lord, a balance between the views of Bildad and those of David in the early verses of Psalm 73.  May these warnings be constantly before us, and may we faithfully set them before others.  Let us see clearly the end of the wicked and beware – and warn them of their peril.  They have hidden a net for us, but “let his net that he has hidden catch himself, and into that very destruction let him fall” (Psa.35:7-8).  “He made a pit and dug it out, and has fallen into the ditch which he made” (Psa.7:14-17).  Let us also be faithful comforters to Your people, balancing comfort with exhortation to self-examination (James 5:13-16).

FEBRUARY 19  -  MORNING

Job 19:7-11, 13-15 -- "If I cry out concerning wrong, I am not heard. If I cry aloud, there is no justice.  He has fenced up my way, so that I cannot pass; And He has set darkness in my paths.  He has stripped me of my glory, And taken the crown from my head.  He breaks me down on every side, And I am gone; My hope He has uprooted like a tree.  He has also kindled His wrath against me, And He counts me as one of His enemies.... He has removed my brothers far from me, And my acquaintances are completely estranged from me.  My relatives have failed, And my close friends have forgotten me.  Those who dwell in my house, and my maidservants, Count me as a stranger; I am an alien in their sight.”

Every man at some time feels forsaken – forsaken by friends and family, and forsaken by You, O Lord.  Yet even Job was not forsaken as he thought.  Only Jesus Your Son knew what it was to be truly forsaken.  Open our eyes today to see the implications of Christ’s death for sin.  Because He cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” He is also able to say to us, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  (Matt.27:46; Heb.13:5).  He was forsaken that we might never be forsaken.  When we are tempted to wallow in self-pity, remind us of Job; but especially remind us of Jesus.

FEBRUARY 19  -  EVENING
Job 19:23-27 -- " Oh, that my words were written! Oh, that they were inscribed in a book! That they were engraved on a rock With an iron pen and lead, forever!  For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth;  And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God,  Whom I shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!”

At times, O Lord, You bring us low; you cause us to despair in our own ability and our own righteousness.  You allow us to go to the very end of our rope.  You shut us up to Yourself, leaving no other way out.  You humble us and show us that there is no hope in us or in man.  Yet it is in such times of discouragement and despair that You point us to our Redeemer, the One who was truly God-forsaken, Who knew the depths of suffering, anguish, loneliness, and despair that no other could know (Matt.27:46).  He lives – and because of Him, we shall triumph.  Even in Job’s darkest moment, even in the midst of his bitterest cry against God, at his loudest wail over the affliction of his body and soul, faith and hope still well up inside him; he is certain of vindication.  He knows that One is coming who will defend and save all who trust in Him and call upon Him.  One day God will Himself take up his case and clear him.  Then those who maligned him will find themselves answerable to God.  Let us put our own trust in Your vindication, O Lord, even when all seems dark.  Let us rejoice that our Redeemer lives, and has stood upon the earth.  We do not have a high priest who cannot be touched with the feelings of our infirmities, but One who has been tempted in all points as we have – yet without sin.  And therefore we may draw near with boldness to the throne of Grace and receive mercy, and find grace to help in time of need (Heb.4:15-16).

FEBRUARY 20  -  MORNING and EVENING

Job 20:4-5, 8-11 -- "Do you not know this of old, Since man was placed on earth,  That the triumphing of the wicked is short, And the joy of the hypocrite is but for a moment?...He will fly away like a dream, and not be found; Yes, he will be chased away like a vision of the night.  The eye that saw him will see him no more, Nor will his place behold him anymore.  His children will seek the favor of the poor, And his hands will restore his wealth.  His bones are full of his youthful vigor, But it will lie down with him in the dust.

Again Zophar does not see the whole truth, the prosperity of the wicked in this life and the suffering of Your people; yet he is keenly aware that You, O God, “set them in slippery places; You make them fall to ruin.  How they are destroyed in a moment, swept away utterly by terrors!”  (Psa.73:18-19).  Let us “take heed, lest we fall” (I Cor.10:12).  Let us guard our step, lest we find ourselves among them.  Give us clarity, discernment, and boldness in comforting Your people and warning the wicked about their end.  Give us a right and proper balance in our thinking regarding the wicked – a Biblical balance that takes into account their temporary prosperity as well as their eventual destruction.

FEBRUARY 21  -  MORNING and EVENING
Job 21:7, 19, 13-15 – “Why do the wicked live and become old, Yes, become mighty in power?...They say, 'God lays up one's iniquity for his children'; Let Him recompense him, that he may know it....They spend their days in wealth, And in a moment go down to the grave.  Yet they say to God, 'Depart from us, For we do not desire the knowledge of Your ways.  Who is the Almighty, that we should serve Him? And what profit do we have if we pray to Him?' ”

Job’s friends did not understand the temporary prosperity of the wicked in this life.  Job himself seems to overlook the final destruction of the wicked and its significance.  Let us never forget either of these realities, O Lord, and let us not complain about our own position.  The prosperity of the wicked is not in their own hands.  Let us be content with our lot and not envious and covetous of those who have much.  May we find Biblical balance in our thinking and teaching concerning the wicked.  May it be plain to us, and may we make it plain to others that, “God is not mocked; whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Gal.6: 7).  Whether in this life or in the life to come and in the life of his descendents, the wicked man will reap what he has sown.  The exulting of the wicked is short, and the joy of the godless but for a moment (Job 20:5); yet that “moment” is often lifelong.  Let us go often to the sanctuary of God with the psalmist and see as he did the redemption of Your own people, as well as Your righteous judgment upon the wicked.  “Truly You set them in slippery places” (Psa.73:16ff.).  Let us learn and be wise – and let us be content (Ex.20:17; Phil.4:11-13).

FEBRUARY 22  -  MORNING and EVENING
Job 22:5-7, 9-10 – “Is not your wickedness great, And your iniquity without end?  For you have taken pledges from your brother for no reason, And stripped the naked of their clothing.  You have not given the weary water to drink, And you have withheld bread from the hungry....You have sent widows away empty, And the strength of the fatherless was crushed.  Therefore snares are all around you, And sudden fear troubles you...”

This is the most open and blatant accusation made against Job, as Eliphaz accuses him of great wickedness and attributes specific sins to him.  How it must have hurt Job to be so maligned, misrepresented, and misunderstood.  On top of all Job’s troubles, this must have been a crowning blow, to be falsely accused by his own friends.  There are those, O Lord, who attribute wrong motives and attitudes to us, when we have earnestly sought to do Your will.  Remind us of Christ our Savior, who also was despised and rejected by men (Isa.53:3).  False witnesses brought untrue accusations against Him as well.  Remind us that we can never put our ultimate trust in men (Psa.118:8-9).  Even the most faithful men will fail us, and we ourselves will fail others and You.  Help us to trust in You, to keep examining our own hearts to be sure that such accusations have no basis, even a seed of truth (Psa.139:22-24).  Teach us to live through misrepresentation.

FEBRUARY 23  -  MORNING
Job 23:3-5, 8-10 – “Oh, that I knew where I might find Him, That I might come to His seat!  I would present my case before Him, And fill my mouth with arguments.  I would know the words which He would answer me, And understand what He would say to me....Look, I go forward, but He is not there, And backward, but I cannot perceive Him;  When He works on the left hand, I cannot behold Him; When He turns to the right hand, I cannot see Him.  But He knows the way that I take; When He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.”

We often feel this way, Lord; we do not understand Your ways or see the reason for some specific trial.  We feel forsaken, as if You are far off.  We are finite creatures and sinners, and You are holy and infinite, high and lifted up, clothed in majesty.  Your judgments are unsearchable and Your ways inscrutable (Rom.8:33).  No eye can behold You, no mind can comprehend Your ways (Deut.29:29).  We must like Job rest content in the knowledge that You know the way that we take.  Nothing is hid from You (Psa.139:1-6; Isa.46:9-11).  And You are bringing about our own good (Rom.8:28).  May we come forth from trial refined as gold tried in the fire.  May our dross be consumed (Psa.66:10; Ezek.22:17-22; Isa.43:2).  We cast ourselves upon the mercy of Your Son, who has experienced every trial, every temptation, and perfectly kept Your law (Heb.4:15).  

FEBRUARY 23  -  EVENING
Job 23:13-15 -- "But He is unique, and who can make Him change? And whatever His soul desires, that He does.  For He performs what is appointed for me, And many such things are with Him.  Therefore I am terrified at His presence; When I consider this, I am afraid of Him.”

Give us a true fear of You, O God, an awe and reverence before You.  Let us never think that we can remove all mystery from You and Your ways, or arrange all the doctrines of You word into a neat systematic order which we can control and which is completely logical to our finite, sinful minds.  You are totally consistent within Yourself, truly logical, and there is no contradiction with You – and yet we can never take it all in.  We can know You truly by Your gracious revelation of Yourself, but we can never know You comprehensively.  Remind us continually of that fact.  “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may obey all the words of this law” (Deut.29:29).  May we focus our attention upon Your revealed commands, and leave Your mysterious providence in Your hands.

FEBRUARY 24  -  MORNING and EVENING
Job 24:9-12 – “Some snatch the fatherless from the breast, And take a pledge from the poor.  They cause the poor to go naked, without clothing; And they take away the sheaves from the hungry.  They press out oil within their walls, And tread winepresses, yet suffer thirst.  The dying groan in the city, And the souls of the wounded cry out; Yet God does not charge them with wrong.”

Job is again wrong for thinking that You pay no attention to the cry of the afflicted or charge no one with wrong doing, that You are not attentive to the plight of the righteous or aware of the evil of the wicked.  For You are angry with the wicked every day and You love those who love You (Psa.7:11; Prov.8:17).  But Job is very sensitive to the wrong in the world.  Make us sensitive to it and determined by Your strength to do something about it.  Injustice is a great mystery, O God.  Why do You allow oppression to take place?  We do not know the answer, but we know that You have commanded us to be moved by injustice and oppression – and not just moved emotionally, but move to action.  Make us aware of injustice, not merely intellectually aware of its presence, but burdened by it to the point of opposing and correcting it.

FEBRUARY 25  -  MORNING

Job 25:2-6 -- "Dominion and fear belong to Him; He makes peace in His high places.  Is there any number to His armies? Upon whom does His light not rise?  How then can man be righteous before God? Or how can he be pure who is born of a woman?  If even the moon does not shine, And the stars are not pure in His sight,  How much less man, who is a maggot, And a son of man, who is a worm?"

What a contrast between the high and holy God who inhabits eternity and sinful man who rebels against His Maker!  (Isa.57:15).  In comparison to You, O Lord, even the moon and stars are not bright and clean.  Keep before us our place in Your creation and our debt to You because of our sin.  Our only worth comes as creatures made in Your image and restored by Your grace.  Let us live today as those whose debt has been paid, who owe all to You.  Enable us to clearly set before others their need of You and of Your cleansing and forgiveness; for “there is not a righteous man upon the earth, who does good and does not sin” (Ecc.7:20).  “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?  No one!” (Job 14:4; Psa.51:5).

FEBRUARY 26  -  EVENING

Job 26:11-14 –“The pillars of heaven tremble, And are astonished at His rebuke.  He stirs up the sea with His power, And by His understanding He breaks up the storm.  By His Spirit He adorned the heavens; His hand pierced the fleeing serpent.  Indeed these are the mere edges of His ways, And how small a whisper we hear of Him! But the thunder of His power who can understand?"

“Oh the depths of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable His judgments, and His paths beyond tracing out!” (Rom.11:33).  Teach us to stand in awe before You, Heavenly Father, when we contemplate the world You have made and Your control over it; when we contemplate Your eternal, infinite love for Your people; when we meditate upon the riches of Your written word.  Let us live this day in awe of You, filled with praise for You.  Fill all Your people with reverence as they come before You in worship and as they live day by day.  Bring arrogant men low, and cause them to recognize Your great power and holiness.  Show them by what You have made and by Your powerful and orderly governing of Your world that they are utterly without excuse before You (Rom.1:18-20).

FEBRUARY 26  -  MORNING

Job 27:1-6 -- Moreover Job continued his discourse, and said:  "As God lives, who has taken away my justice, And the Almighty, who has made my soul bitter,  As long as my breath is in me, And the breath of God in my nostrils,  My lips will not speak wickedness, Nor my tongue utter deceit.  Far be it from me That I should say you are right; Till I die I will not put away my integrity from me.  My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go; My heart shall not reproach me as long as I live.”

Job is such a contradiction to us, O Lord.  He is a man who belongs to You, “blameless and upright,” who “feared God and shunned evil” by Your own declaration (1:1).  And yet he later complains against You and declares that You have denied him justice.  We see ourselves in Job, though we have not suffered the trials that he did, and though we cannot claim the uprightness that was his.  Cleanse us from sin and accept us, sinners, as You received Job.  Teach us the things You taught Him.  We pray that it might not be necessary for us to undergo severe trial to learn the lessons we need.  But whatever is Your sovereign providence for us, uphold us and refine us.  Make us more useful to You.

FEBRUARY 26  -  EVENING
Job 27:13, 18-20 -- " This is the portion of a wicked man with God, And the heritage of oppressors, received from the Almighty: ...He builds his house like a moth, Like a booth which a watchman makes.  The rich man will lie down, But not be gathered up; He opens his eyes, And he is no more.  Terrors overtake him like a flood; A tempest steals him away in the night.”

Show us clearly how fleeting life is, O Lord.  Set before us even today and everyday the fact that our life is like a vapor, like a mist that endures for a little while and then vanishes.  Teach us to number our days and apply our hearts to wisdom (James 4:14; Psa.90:12).  Open the eyes of Your people to see that the wicked builds a house like a spider’s web, like the temporary shanty which a watchman might make (Isa.1:8).  He builds on the foundation of sand (Matt.7:26), and his house will not endure.  Let us not be envious of the wicked or imitate their ways.  When we are tempted to covet his position and possessions, show us his end, that You have set him in slippery places and that You will cast him down to destruction (Psa.73:18).  God disposes of men’s estates as He pleases.  Enable Your people to know that the building of strong houses, even though having a feeling of security, can quickly be taken down and gone.  Cause us to know that we are but stewards and must give an account.  Enable us to be a blessing to Your Church, and our families by using well what you have given us.

FEBRUARY 27  -  MORNING and EVENING

Job 28:1, 12-14, 23-24, 28 -- "Surely there is a mine for silver, And a place where gold is refined....But where can wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding?  Man does not know its value, Nor is it found in the land of the living.  The deep says, 'It is not in me'; And the sea says, 'It is not with me.'...God understands its way, And He knows its place.  For He looks to the ends of the earth, And sees under the whole heavens...And to man He said, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, And to depart from evil is understanding.' "

Though man mines the earth for silver and gold, he does not know the way to wisdom or have the ability to find it by his own resources.  We do not have true wisdom, O God; we are totally dependent upon You, the Source of all wisdom and its personification.  You have said that if we lack wisdom we are to ask You for it (James 1:5).  Give us that fear of You which is the beginning of wisdom (Prov.9:10).  Give us that desire to depart from evil which is the proof of wisdom.  Forgive us for seeking wisdom in man, or in ourselves and our own resources.  Cause us to despair of finding wisdom “in the land of the living,” in this physical dimension only, in a fallen world “under the sun” (Ecc.1:9).  Let us realize how diametrically opposed are Your ways to the ways of the world (Isa.55:8-9)., lest we seek to compromise between them.  Let us realize just how radical Christian faith is to the selfish, sinful, prideful notions of men.  Let us never be satisfied with the counterfeit wisdom of this world.  Let us be satisfied with nothing less than understanding, obeying, and communicating the godly patterns of life revealed in Your word.

FEBRUARY 28  -  MORNING
Job 29:2-6, 18 – “Oh, that I were as in months past, As in the days when God watched over me;  When His lamp shone upon my head, And when by His light I walked through darkness;  Just as I was in the days of my prime, When the friendly counsel of God was over my tent;  When the Almighty was yet with me, When my children were around me;  When my steps were bathed with cream, And the rock poured out rivers of oil for me!...Then I said, 'I shall die in my nest, And multiply my days as the sand.’”

How prone we all are to long for “the good old days,” when things were simpler and our present trials were not even on the horizon – when “all my troubles seemed so far away.” Yet Your word warns us, “Say not, ‘Why were the former days better than these?’ For it is not from wisdom that you ask this” (Ecc.7:10).  We cannot turn back the clock, and even if we could, we would miss the sanctifying providence that You had planned for our lives in Your great wisdom.  We are where we are right now because of Your sovereign plan, O Lord.  Let us live realistically in the present, entrust our whole life to You as our faithful God, and learn from adversity.

FEBRUARY 28  -  EVENING

Job 29:12-17 – “Because I delivered the poor who cried out, The fatherless and the one who had no helper.  The blessing of a perishing man came upon me, And I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy.  I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; My justice was like a robe and a turban.  I was eyes to the blind, And I was feet to the lame.  I was a father to the poor, And I searched out the case that I did not know.  I broke the fangs of the wicked, And plucked the victim from his teeth.”

Would that we could truthfully say these things about our own lives that Job says here, and that our church could say these things.  But we cannot.  We have neglected the dying, the poor, the widow, the lame, the blind, the stranger, the oppressed.  Give us sensitivity to the needs of those around us, O Lord, to both their physical and spiritual needs.  Keep us from a self-satisfied complacency.  Give us a true indignation in the presence of injustice and a determination to oppose it.  If Job, who did all these good deeds, was not exempt from trouble, how much less should we expect to be exempt?  Burden our hearts with these needs and show us opportunities to meet them, not to preserve our own lives from trial, but to please You and obey Your commands, and to help those who are in need.  Let us not assume, like Job, that we will automatically be blessed if we walk uprightly.

MARCH 1  -  MORNING and EVENING

Job 30:19-26 – “He has cast me into the mire, And I have become like dust and ashes.  I cry out to You, but You do not answer me; I stand up, and You regard me.  But You have become cruel to me; With the strength of Your hand You oppose me.  You lift me up to the wind and cause me to ride on it; You spoil my success.  For I know that You will bring me to death, And to the house appointed for all living.  Surely He would not stretch out His hand against a heap of ruins, If they cry out when He destroys it.  Have I not wept for him who was in trouble? Has not my soul grieved for the poor?  But when I looked for good, evil came to me; And when I waited for light, then came darkness.”

Even a righteous man like Job shows that he is a sinner when he complains against You, O Lord, and does not understand the goodness of Your providence.  Would we, in similar circumstances, think You had turned Your back on us ruthlessly and attacked us?  Yet Job does realize here that You are totally sovereign and that nothing enters the lives of Your people but that which You have sent.  Help us, Lord, to see Your hand in all the events of life, the unpleasant as well as the pleasant.  Give us true submission to Your will.  Guard our lips in such times of trial, for “If I had said, ‘I will speak thus,’ behold, I would have been untrue to the generation of Your children” (Psa.73:15).

MARCH 2  -  MORNING

Job 31:1, 9-12 -- "I have made a covenant with my eyes; Why then should I look upon a young woman?...If my heart has been enticed by a woman, Or if I have lurked at my neighbor's door,  Then let my wife grind for another, And let others bow down over her.  For that would be wickedness; Yes, it would be iniquity deserving of judgment.  For that would be a fire that consumes to destruction, And would root out all my increase.”

May we and all Your people see clearly the heinousness of the sins of lust and adultery, O Lord.  This kind of sin strikes at the very heart of Your intention for society, the home and family, and Your intention for husband and wife.  As these sins are accepted more and more in the society around us, and as it becomes more and more abhorrent to the majority of people to even think of these sins as crimes to be condemned by judges and courts, let Your word prevail, O Lord! In particular, let godly men among us make a covenant with our own eyes and our own hearts.  Let this covenant be a reflection of the covenant we have made with You and with our wives (Mal.2:14).  What a horrible prospect, that unguardedness in this area should result in reaping what we have sown (Gal.6:7).  May this warning be before us and before men who profess Your name.

MARCH 2  -  EVENING

Job 31:16-17,19,24,29,33-34 -- "If I have kept the poor from their desire, Or caused the eyes of the widow to fail,  Or eaten my morsel by myself, So that the fatherless could not eat of it....If I have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing, Or any poor man without covering....If I have made gold my hope, Or said to fine gold, 'You are my confidence’....If I have rejoiced at the destruction of him who hated me, Or lifted myself up when evil found him....If I have covered my transgressions as Adam, By hiding my iniquity in my bosom,  Because I feared the great multitude, And dreaded the contempt of families, So that I kept silence And did not go out of the door....”

O Lord, even though Job is here justifying himself rather than God, he helpfully points to the danger of being a friend to the world and thereby becoming an enemy of God.  Help us not to love the world or the things in the world; “for if anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world.  And the world passes away and the lusts of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever” (I John 2:15-17; James 4:4).  Make us generous with all that You have entrusted to us, O Lord, and give us true compassion for the poor, the widow, the orphan, and even for our enemies.  Keep us from making gold our confidence or rejoicing at the destruction of those who hate us.

MARCH 3  -  MORNING
Job 32:1-3 --  So these three men ceased answering Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes.  Then the wrath of Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, was aroused against Job; his wrath was aroused because he justified himself rather than God.  Also against his three friends his wrath was aroused, because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.

Here we draw close to the key and theme of the book of Job.  It is futile, O Lord, for men to reason and complain against You and to defend or condemn Your ways.  You do not give us all the answers we would like to have, nor do You need defending.  Deliver us from seeking to justify ourselves rather than You, from being righteous in our own eyes.  Let our major concern be that men know that You are in the right, that the Judge of all the earth shall do right (Gen.18:25), not that our record and reputation be unblemished.  Give us the grace to leave things with You when we cannot understand.  Let us rest in Your vindication of us rather than seeking to vindicate ourselves.  Help us in all trial, large or small, to simply trust You and seek to honor You.  We can only do that by Your grace, for we know something of our own weakness and unfaithfulness.  Strengthen our faith.  Deliver us from being like Job’s friends who did not have an answer and gave their misconceptions to the sufferer.  Let us be true friends with Biblical answers and true sympathy.  Enable us to give wise and helpful counsel.

MARCH 3  -  EVENING

Job 32:4-9 -- Now because they were years older than he, Elihu had waited to speak to Job. When Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of these three men, his wrath was aroused.  So Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, answered and said: "I am young in years, and you are very old; Therefore I was afraid, And dared not declare my opinion to you.  I said, 'Age should speak, And multitude of years should teach wisdom.'  But there is a spirit in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives him understanding.  Great men are not always wise, Nor do the aged always understand justice.”

Age and wisdom should go together, but they do not always.  What a blessing it is to see the old who are wise and godly; but what a shame to see the old who are spiritually immature, demanding, and complaining.  Prepare us for old age, O Lord.  Use the years to make us sweeter, more selfless, and wiser.  Let us learn from our own sins and failures and those of others.  Especially let us devote ourselves to the study of Your word. “The silver-haired head is a crown of glory, if it is found in the way of righteousness” (Prov.16:31).

MARCH 4  -  MORNING and EVENING
Job 33:8-14, 17-18 -- " Surely you have spoken in my hearing, And I have heard the sound of your words, saying,  'I am pure, without transgression; I am innocent, and there is no iniquity in me.  Yet He finds occasions against me, He counts me as His enemy;  He puts my feet in the stocks, He watches all my paths.'   Look, in this you are not righteous. I will answer you, For God is greater than man.  Why do you contend with Him? For He does not give an accounting of any of His words.  For God may speak in one way, or in another, Yet man does not perceive it....In order to turn man from his deed, And conceal pride from man,  He keeps back his soul from the Pit, And his life from perishing by the sword.”

Though Job was an upright man and innocent of the great transgressions of which his friends were accusing him, yet he was a sinner and did accuse You of unfairness, O God.  You taught him that Your judgments are unsearchable and Your ways past tracing out (Rom.11:3). Though You reveal Yourself, sinful man is not able to perceive it.  Teach us today, O Lord, that You are God and that Your are answerable to no man.  Use affliction and suffering in our own lives to chasten us and keep us from destruction.  

MARCH 5  -  MORNING

Job 34:12-15 -- Surely God will never do wickedly, Nor will the Almighty pervert justice. Who gave Him charge over the earth? Or who appointed Him over the whole world?  If He should set His heart on it, If He should gather to Himself His Spirit and His breath,  All flesh would perish together, And man would return to dust.

Who is man, to answer back to You, O God?  Will what is molded say to its Molder, “Why have You made me thus?” (Rom.9:20).  All right and authority belongs to You – all truth, all wisdom, all power.  Let Your people acknowledge and proclaim that fact.  Let us acknowledge it in our own lives in very practical ways.  Let us live as if in the presence and under the rule of a sovereign God.  Forgive us for questioning Your authority and wisdom.  Give us true submission to Your decree and command.  You are just when You speak, and blameless when You judge (Psa.51:4).  “Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen.18:25).  “For who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has become His counselor?  Or who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?  For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be the glory forever.  Amen” (Rom.11:34-36).

MARCH 5  -  EVENING

Job 34:21-25, 29 -- "For His eyes are on the ways of man, And He sees all his steps.  There is no darkness nor shadow of death Where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.  For He need not further consider a man, That he should go before God in judgment.  He breaks in pieces mighty men without inquiry, And sets others in their place.  Therefore he knows their works; He overthrows them in the night, And they are crushed....When He gives quietness, who then can make trouble? And when He hides His face, who then can see Him, Whether it is against a nation or a man alone?”

There is no place to hide from Your omnipresence and omniscience, O God, no way to thwart Your omnipotence.  We take comfort in knowing that all evil will ultimately be overthrown – in the world and in us.  There are times when You do remain silent, and we cannot understand Your ways.  Let us rest content to know that You are God, and that You accomplish all Your perfect will.  You do not even need to conduct an investigation to determine if someone has sinned or whether something is right or wrong.  Nothing is hidden from You – even darkness is not dark to You (Psa.139:12).

MARCH 6  -  MORNING
Job 35:6-8 -- If you sin, what do you accomplish against Him? Or, if your transgressions are multiplied, what do you do to Him?  If you are righteous, what do you give Him? Or what does He receive from your hand?  Your wickedness affects a man such as you, And your righteousness a son of man.

Elihu is right in saying that the sin of man cannot frustrate Your purposes or harm the eternal sovereign God.  We can never really break Your law, but we only break ourselves upon it.  God is not mocked (Gal.6:7).  And neither can we add to You or to Your glory.  We can only point to it and call upon men to acknowledge it.  None of Your creatures can add one thing to Your majesty and dominion and power.  All man’s righteousness is like filthy rags (Isa.64:6).  Even if we could have done all that is required of us, we would still have to say, “We are unprofitable servants” (Luke 17:10).  Yet our sin is an offense to You for which we are liable, and You will see it and judge it.  And You are a God who takes notice of and does not forget the work and labor of love which Your Saints have done (Heb.6:10).  Teach us to abhor sin and turn from it, to love righteousness and seek it (Matt.5:6).

MARCH 6  -  EVENING

Job 35:9, 12-16 -- "Because of the multitude of oppressions they cry out; They cry out for help because of the arm of the mighty....There they cry out, but He does not answer, Because of the pride of evil men.  Surely God will not listen to empty talk, Nor will the Almighty regard it.  Although you say you do not see Him, Yet justice is before Him, and you must wait for Him.  And now, because He has not punished in His anger, Nor taken much notice of folly,  Therefore Job opens his mouth in vain; He multiplies words without knowledge."
Elihu is correct in saying that You do not listen to the empty plea of the wicked, O Lord.  “Those who walk in pride He is able to abase” (Dan.4:37).  Job must recognize that he is a sinner saved by grace, and Your ear is attentive to the cry of one who belongs to You, even though there is much error and sin in his supplication (Psa.34:15; 106:19; 145:19).  We are thankful that You remove the sinfulness of Your peoples’ supplication through the Mediatorship, the blood and righteousness of our Advocate Jesus Christ (I John 2:1).  “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way.  Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for the Lord upholds him with His hand” (Psa.37:23-24).  Let us not be like the foolish proud who are not humbled by affliction.

MARCH 7  -  MORNING
Job 36:10-11, 15 -- He also opens their ear to instruction, And commands that they turn from iniquity.  If they obey and serve Him, They shall spend their days in prosperity, And their years in pleasures....He delivers the poor in their affliction, And opens their ears in oppression.

Use the adversities of our lives to open our ears to Your truth, O Lord.  May we humble ourselves and receive instruction when persecution comes, or when we are disappointed in the action of fellow believers, or when physical infirmity overtakes us.  Let us learn from all trials and troubles.  Let us profit from them by drawing closer to You and learning these lessons You would have us learn.  We pray, O God, that we would learn without having to be afflicted with trouble.  Give us a listening ear.  May we “count it all joy” when we fall into various trials; may the testing of our faith produce patience and may patience have its perfect work, that we may be mature and complete, lacking nothing (James 1:2-3).  May we give all diligence to add to our faith virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness and love (II Pet.1:5-7).  For those whom You love, You chasten, O Lord, to bring forth the peaceable fruit of righteousness (Heb.12:6,11).  May we learn from adversity.

MARCH 7  -  EVENING

Job 36:22-26, 29 -- " Behold, God is exalted by His power; Who teaches like Him?  Who has assigned Him His way, Or who has said, 'You have done wrong'?  Remember to magnify His work, Of which men have sung.  Everyone has seen it; Man looks on it from afar. Behold, God is great, and we do not know Him; Nor can the number of His years be discovered....Indeed, can anyone understand the spreading of clouds, The thunder from His canopy?”

You are exalted in Your power, wisdom, and knowledge, O Lord, glorious and holy and awesome.  No man can fully understand Your purposes.  Our minds are finite and simple and sinful, and Your ways are past tracing out (Rom.11:33).  Give Your people reverence of heart as we contemplate Your greatness and bow before Your will.  Though we can never comprehend all of Your plans, give us submissive hearts and lives.  Give us the grace and illumination to know all that we can know from Your written word.  Give prompt and willing obedience.  Who is a teacher like You, O Lord?  You teach by Your revealed word, and You teach Your people through the experiences You give them in life by Your providence.  Help us to be good learners and reflect on life through the eyeglasses of Your word.
MARCH 8  -  MORNING and EVENING
Job 37:5-7, 11-14 – “God thunders marvelously with His voice; He does great things which we cannot comprehend.  For He says to the snow, 'Fall on the earth'; Likewise to the gentle rain and the heavy rain of His strength.  He seals the hand of every man, That all men may know His work.... Also with moisture He saturates the thick clouds; He scatters His bright clouds.  And they swirl about, being turned by His guidance, That they may do whatever He commands them On the face of the whole earth.  He causes it to come, Whether for correction, Or for His land, Or for mercy.  Listen to this, O Job; Stand still and consider the wondrous works of God.”

You are majestic and glorious in all Your ways, O Lord; You sovereignly control all things.  The weather is at Your command; all nature carries out Your decree.  You have a purpose for the clouds as well as the sunshine, the rain as well as the drought, the lightning and thunder as well as the clear skies.  You are causing Your earth to bring forth and bud, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater (Isa.55:10). All the affairs of men are part of Your eternal plan, and none can frustrate Your will.  You do as You please among the hosts of heaven, as well as among the inhabitants of earth, and none can stay Your hand, or say to You, ‘What are You doing?’” (Dan.4:35).  You are correcting what is wrong in Your people through the difficulties of our lives, and showing Your love in ways we cannot see or understand.  Teach us to trust in You more fully and commit our way to You more completely.  Let us take courage and confidence today as we serve a God who is in control of all things.

MARCH 9  -  MORNING and EVENING

Job 38:1-4,12,17,19,22-23 -- Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said:  "Who is this who darkens counsel By words without knowledge?  Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me.  Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding.... Have you commanded the morning since your days began, And caused the dawn to know its place... Have the gates of death been revealed to you? Or have you seen the doors of the shadow of death? ...Where is the way to the dwelling of light? And darkness, where is its place... Have you entered the treasury of snow, Or have you seen the treasury of hail,  Which I have reserved for the time of trouble, For the day of battle and war?”

Your ultimate answer to Job and to all questions beyond our comprehension is, “Who are you?  Who are you to answer back to Me?”  “Who are you, a man, to answer back to God?” (Rom.9:20).  “Where were you when I created the world?  When I created you?”  Your wisdom and power are so far beyond our comprehension, O Lord, that we are not able to speak the same language as You, the language of total comprehension and experimental understanding.  Show men that You are God – that the Judge of all the earth shall do right (Gen.18:25), that the very standard of what is right is determined by You alone, not by sinful men.  Cause Your people – cause us as a family and as individuals – to bow in humble submission before Your sovereign will and authority, to rest content in Your divine providence (Phil.4:11-13).

MARCH 10  -  MORNING and EVENING
Job 39:1,5,9,13,26 -- "Do you know the time when the wild mountain goats bear young? Or can you mark when the deer gives birth? ...Who set the wild donkey free? Who loosed the bonds of the onager... Will the wild ox be willing to serve you? Will he bed by your manger? ...The wings of the ostrich wave proudly, But are her wings and pinions like the kindly stork's? ...Have you given the horse strength? Have you clothed his neck with thunder? ...Does the hawk fly by your wisdom, And spread its wings toward the south?”

Your control over all nature is complete, O Lord.  Not a sparrow falls to the earth apart from Your will (Matt.10:29).  Nothing is hid from Your sight and control.  But these things are hidden from us.  We are not aware when these events occur by the millions, yet You are aware of every one of them – and, in fact, You are the very cause of those things which men call “nature.”  Let Your people recoil in horror to hear people around us ascribe providence to “mother nature.”  Let us rejoice that even the very hairs of our head are all numbered (Matt.10:30).  You have told us that we are of more value than many sparrows, than any animal whose care You supervise (Matt.10:31; 6:26).  Let us rejoice in this assurance today and communicate this knowledge effectively to others.  Close our mouths to grumbling and complaining (Phil.2:14) when we realize that You are wise, and we are not; that You are the Creator and we are not; that You are sovereign and we are not. The more we learn, the more we realize how little we know.  You, O God, are all-knowing, all-powerful, and all-wise.
MARCH 11  -  MORNING and EVENING

Job 40:1-9 -- Moreover the Lord answered Job, and said:  "Shall the one who contends with the Almighty correct Him? He who rebukes God, let him answer it."  Then Job answered the Lord and said:  "Behold, I am vile; What shall I answer You? I lay my hand over my mouth.  Once I have spoken, but I will not answer; Yes, twice, but I will proceed no further."  Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said:  "Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me: Would you indeed annul My judgment? Would you condemn Me that you may be justified?  Have you an arm like God? Or can you thunder with a voice like His?”

Job is brought to silence, as every person must be before You, O God; for we are finite and sinful men.  Who among us dares to reply to You, answer back to You, complain against You?  You know all things; nothing is hid from You; You can do all Your holy will.  Give us true humility before You.  Let us put our hands over our mouths in Your presence.  Our first prayer should be silence.  Let all mortal flesh keep silence before You (Hab.2:20).  Who is a man to answer back to God?  Whatever You do is good; the Judge of all the earth will do right; and You will work all things together for good for Your people (Gen.18:25; Rom.8:28).  In all the circumstances of life, teach us to worship, to trust.  Prevent us from finding fault with You, as Job did, complaining against Your words and actions.  And give us not only a resignation to Your truth and plan, but a true delight in Your will and in Yourself (Psa.40:8; Heb.10:7).

MARCH 12  -  MORNING and EVENING

Job 41:1, 11 -- "Can you draw out Leviathan with a hook, Or snare his tongue with a line which you lower? ...Who has preceded Me, that I should pay him? Everything under heaven is Mine.

Man has to some degree subdued Your creation: “every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind” (Jas.3:7).  You have allowed man to unravel many of the mysteries of nature, of the plant and animal world.  Yet there are many things that will never be understood by our finite minds, things that are beyond the ability of sinful man to comprehend or control.  Show the men of our own day their complete dependence upon You.  Especially show us that we are totally dependent upon You for salvation from our sins.  You owe us nothing, and all that You give us is from Your free grace. “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been His counselor?  Or who has given a gift to Him, that he might be repaid?  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be glory for ever.  Amen.” (Rom.11:34-36).  We were not there at the creation; and we cannot unravel the mysteries of the natural world.  But You created all things, and You control all things for Your own glory.  Increase in our lives greater trust in You, O Lord!

MARCH 13  -  MORNING
Job 42:1-6 -- Then Job answered the Lord and said:  "I know that You can do everything, And that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You.  You asked, 'Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?' Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.  Listen, please, and let me speak; You said, 'I will question you, and you shall answer Me.'  I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye sees You.  Therefore I abhor myself, And repent in dust and ashes."

We often “utter things which we do not understand, things too wonderful for us,” especially when we seek to understand and explain the reasons You allow trial and suffering to come into the lives of Your true people, and when we question Your providence and complain about the circumstances of our own lives.  Let us rest content in Your judgment, Your will, Your plan, even when we cannot see clearly with physical sight (Phil.2:14; 4:11-13).  Give us eyes to see truth You have revealed and hearts ready to believe and obey.  Draw us into such close fellowship with You that we may truly say, “I had heard about You with the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees You.”  Use our trials to this end.  Assure us, as You assured Job, O Lord, of Your absolute sovereignty – for no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.  Let the message of the book of Job not only become clear to us intellectually, but let it govern our attitudes and conduct in a practical way.  Prepare us for whatever trials may lie ahead.

MARCH 13  -  EVENING

Job 42:7-10 -- And so it was, after the Lord had spoken these words to Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, "My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has…My servant Job shall pray for you. For I will accept him, lest I deal with you according to your folly…for the Lord had accepted Job.  And the Lord restored Job's losses when he prayed for his friends. Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.
Job was a priest for his friends, praying for them, making sacrifices for them.  In this he exemplifies  the  true  priest  Jesus  Christ who once for all offered Himself a sacrifice for sin and who ever lives to make intercession for His people.  Let us diligently pray for others, O Lord.  Let us plead with You that You will not deal with them according to their folly, even when their folly is directed against us.     Let us be like Christ who prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do” (Lk.23:34).     Let our prayers be an instrument that You will use toward the restoration and forgiveness of men.  Let us know something of what it means that, “The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects (James 5:16).  We  know  that  our  fortunes  will  not  always  be  restored,  as  Job’s  were.   Let that not be our motive in submission, but Your glory alone.
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