JUNE 29  -  MORNING
Joshua 1:1-2, 5-6 -- After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, it came to pass that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, saying:  “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them -- the children of Israel....No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.”

When we compare ourselves and our ministries with great servants of God who have gone before us, how weak and inadequate we feel, O Lord.  Show us through Your word and its demonstration in our own experience that what is crucial for us is the power of Your Holy Spirit.  Enable us to say as Paul did, “I...did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God...I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (I Cor.2:1,3-4).  May the Spirit of Elijah rest upon Elisha!  (II Kings 2:15).  Especially we ask that You will empower your ministers today to continue the Biblical heritage that has been passed to them from previous generations.

JUNE 29  EVENING

Joshua 1:8 --"This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”

May this book, Your whole word, be ever before us, O Lord – in our thinking, in our speaking, in our actions.  May we meditate upon it daily, store it in our hearts and minds, love it, memorize it, proclaim it, and live it.  How little hunger and thirst we have for Your words, O Lord.  How little we love Your law (Psa.119:97).  Our reading it is so often a duty rather than a delight. Our searching of it many times is merely for intellectual satisfaction, or to have material to use to teach others.  May our searching of it be first of all to seek Your face and to obey You (John 5:39).  No wonder that we seem to have so little “good success.”  May we devour Your truth like a hungry man devours food.  May we be saturated with the word of God.  May we faithful open it to others.  May Your ministers faithfully expound it among us for our good and feed Your people with the Bread of Life.  May all of Your people hunger and thirst after the knowledge of the truth.  Cause the leaders of our society to test all human laws by Your word, so that we will be a truly prosperous people.  Make us like trees, “planted by the rivers of water” (Psa.1:2-3).

JUNE 30  -  MORNING

Joshua 2:9-11 – “I know that the Lord has given you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you.  For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.  And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.”

These words of Rahab were a great encouragement to the spies as they entered Canaan.  You assured them that they would conquer the land.  Give us a similar assurance in our efforts to conquer our own land in Your name, O Lord.  May the inhabitants of our own land melt away before us in fear and trembling (Jud.7:13-14).  We sometimes have so little effect on society that the people of the world are not threatened at all.  Give us determination to be victorious in Your power and for Your glory.  May many people of the world enter into Your covenant and place the blood of the lamb on the lintel of their doors (Ex.12:5-13).

JUNE 30  -  EVENING

Joshua 2:17-18 -- So the men said to her: "We will be blameless of this oath of yours which you have made us swear, unless when we come into the land, you bind this line of scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless you bring your father, your mother, your brothers, and all your father's household to your own home.”

At the time of the Exodus, You passed through the land of Egypt to strike the first born of the Egyptians, O Lord, but when You saw the blood on the lintel on the Hebrew door posts, You passed over the threshold and would not allow the destroyer to enter the houses of those who were in covenant with You or strike them (Exodus 12:23).  Now Rahab and her family leave paganism and enter into covenant with the God of Israel, and reenact this Passover ritual by binding the scarlet cord in the window of their home.  May each home in our congregation, and our own home in particular, see ourselves as those covered by the blood of the Lamb.  “Beneath the blood-stained lintel, I with my children stand; A messenger of evil is passing through the land.  There is no other refuge from the destroyer’s face.  Beneath the blood-stained lintel shall be our hiding place....O wonderful Redeemer, who suffered for my sake, When o’er the guilty nations, Thy judgment storm shall break; With joy from that safe shelter, may we then see Thine eye, Beneath the blood-stained lintel, my children, Lord, and I.” 

JULY 1  -  MORNING and EVENING
Joshua 3:3-5, 13 -- "When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests, the Levites, bearing it, then you shall set out from your place and go after it.  Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Do not come near it, that you may know the way by which you must go, for you have not passed this way before."  And Joshua said to the people, "Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you."....And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, the waters that come down from upstream, and they shall stand as a heap."

You go before Your people, Lord, preparing the way for them, removing the obstacles which prevent them from accomplishing Your will.  May we realize today how helpless we are to accomplish anything for You, apart from the working of Your Spirit, preparing the way, doing for us and through us what we cannot do ourselves.  Without You we can do nothing (John 15:5).  But we can do all things through Him who strengthens us (Phil.4:13).  Your presence in the midst of Your people, as symbolized by the ark of the covenant, is essential.  Let us sanctify ourselves in Your power for service.  “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith...” (Heb.12:1-2).

JULY 2  -  MORNING and EVENING
Joshua 4:21-24 -- "When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, 'What are these stones?'  then you shall let your children know, saying, 'Israel crossed over this Jordan on dry land';  for the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed over, that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever."

May we be alert to every opportunity to teach our children about You, Lord.  May we speak of You and Your grace continually when we lie down and when we rise up, when we sit in our house and when we walk by the way (Deut.6:7; 11:19).  May our hearts be so filled to overflowing with Your grace and truth that we consciously and unconsciously, publicly and privately, communicate effectively at every opportunity, the mighty acts of God (Acts 20:20).  May our fervent desire be “that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty.”  May we especially use the memorial of the Lord’s Supper to teach our children about Your redemption.

JULY 3  -  MORNING
Joshua 5:8-10 -- So it was, when they had finished circumcising all the people, that they stayed in their places in the camp till they were healed.  Then the Lord said to Joshua, "This day I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you." Therefore the name of the place is called Gilgal to this day.  Now the children of Israel camped in Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight on the plains of Jericho.

How insensitive to Your will the people must have been to neglect your revealed ordinances all those years in the wilderness.  Impress upon us and upon Your church, O Lord, the importance of those means of grace which You have instituted.  Let us not neglect baptism and the Lord’s supper in our own day, either by the lack of outward observance or by inward indifference to their significance.  May the significance of our own baptism become more and more apparent to us, that mark of Your covenant which indicates the removal of sin and our union with Christ.  May our understanding of the Lord’s supper increase year by year with each participation in it.  May we as Your people commune with You and with one another.

JULY 3  -  EVENING

Joshua 5:13-14 -- And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, "Are You for us or for our adversaries?"  So He said, "No, but as Commander of the army of the Lord I have now come." And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, "What does my Lord say to His servant?"

You, O Christ, are the eternal One, Who appeared to Your people in theophanies long before You became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14).  You are the Commander of the army of the Lord.  Give us confidence and obedience as You did to Joshua before the battle against Jericho.  The odds against us and against Your church, humanly speaking, are overwhelming.  Yet You have promised that even the gates of hell will not stand against the assault of Your church (Matt.16:18).  Enable us to endure tribulation.  Please O God, instill courage in Your struggling, fainting people today, that we will remember that “not many mighty are called” according to the world’s standard (I Cor.1:26).  May our boast be in the Lord, knowing that the battle is not ours, but God’s (II Chron.20:15; I Sam.17:47).

JULY 4  -  MORNING and EVENING

Joshua 6:20 --So the people shouted when the priests blew the trumpets. And it happened when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat. Then the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.

We so underestimate and doubt Your power, O God.  Show us again that You do whatever You wish among the hosts of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth (Dan.4:35).  Give us an attitude of trust and assurance that will be apparent to Your people as an example to them, especially to those whom we lead in family, congregation, and every other area.  May trust lead to patience.  Keep us from fretful doubt and instability.  Keep us from self-confidence, but give us a calm, reasoned God-confidence.  It is only by Your blessing and power that Your people conquer, whether it is in military campaigns or in the daily struggles against sin.  Without You we can do nothing.  But, “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them....” “If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when men rose up against us, then they would have swallowed us up alive” (Jn.15:5; II Ki.6:16; I Jn.4:4; Psa.124:1-3).

JULY 5  -  MORNING and EVENING

Joshua 7:1 --But the children of Israel committed a trespass regarding the accursed things, for Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed things; so the anger of the Lord burned against the children of Israel.

O Lord, make Your people aware of the principle, that the sin of one person can be a factor in the defeat of Your whole people and cause blessing to be withheld from them. Especially burn this principle into our own hearts and minds and make us realize the effect our sin has upon the covenant people.  We pray for leaders, particularly in our own congregation, that they will realize the effect that sin in their lives will have upon the progress and spiritual well-being of the people of God.  Bring us all to reflect regularly upon our sins, to search our hearts with the help of Your Spirit.  We so often rationalize and excuse our sin as “little sin,” as if it were insignificant, and we are blind to its far-reaching consequences.  Cause us to hate and forsake sin, especially those cherished pet sins with which we are often willing to live.  May all Your people realize how they are bound together – as human beings in Your image, as sinners, as especially as Your redeemed people in the church, in covenant with You and with one another.

JULY 6  -  MORNING

Joshua 8:1-2 -- Now the Lord said to Joshua: "Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; take all the people of war with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land.  And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king. Only its spoil and its cattle you shall take as booty for yourselves. Lay an ambush for the city behind it."

How gracious You are, O Lord, to allow another opportunity, when the first opportunity has been squandered, when Your people have failed because of rebellion and indifference.  Give us courage to pick ourselves up after we have failed, and press on in the power of our God.  Keep us from despair when sin has overcome us and caused us to stumble and fall.  Keep Your church from lethargy and laziness in the face of failure.  Despondency has such a debilitating effect upon us.   Let us not grow weary in well-doing, for You have promised that we shall reap in due season if we do not faint or grow weary (Gal.6:9).  Let us seize the opportunity, redeem the time, and use every means You have provided to conquer our society in the name of Christ (Eph.5:16).

JULY 6  -  EVENING
Joshua 8:34-35 -- And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and the cursings, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law.  There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, with the women, the little ones, and the strangers who were living among them.

O Lord, You have commissioned servants in every age to proclaim Your commandments, to set forth blessing and curse as men obey or reject Your word.  May Your ministers today, and particular our own pastor, be faithful and consistent in reading, explaining, and applying the whole counsel of god before all Your people.  Have they neglected to proclaim either the blessings or the curses?  Convict them of areas overlooked or from which they consciously turn aside.  In their own lives may they hear all Your commands and not merely dwell on those parts which interest or appeal to them the most.  Make them effective communicators of Your truth and those who live the truth of Your word.  May they be able to say at the conclusion of the Lord’s Day and at the end of their ministries and lives, “I am innocent of the blood of all of you, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:26-27).  May they “make the vision plain, that he may run who reads it” (Hab.2:2).  And as we pray for preachers and pastors, we also ask for ourselves, with our own stations, gifts, callings, responsibilities, and opportunities the ability walk in ways pleasing to Christ.
JULY 7  -  MORNING and EVENING

Joshua 9:14-16 -- Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; but they did not ask counsel of the Lord.  So Joshua made peace with them, and made a covenant with them to let them live; and the rulers of the congregation swore to them.  And it happened at the end of three days, after they had made a covenant with them, that they heard that they were their neighbors who dwelt near them.

Lord, how often we make decisions, even crucial, far-reaching decisions, without seeking direction from You.  How often in the everyday affairs of life we slide into options unconsciously, not taking into consideration the teaching of Your word.  We enter into unholy alliances, compromising with the world’s way of thinking and practice and live with the world’s ideas and actions when we ought to courageously and vigorously oppose them and root them out of our thoughts and living.  We lack wisdom, particularly in the practical application of the Scriptures to specific situations.  When choices arise in our own lives or questions are brought to us by others, we are often unable to arrive at clear, wise answers, and usually it is because we have not consulted You and earnestly sought Your face, prayed and searched Your word.  Forgive us.  Renew a right spirit within us, and increase in us godly wisdom, O Lord!

JULY 8  -  MORNING
Joshua 10:5,8,42 -- Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered together and went up, they and all their armies, and camped before Gibeon and made war against it....And the Lord said to Joshua, "Do not fear them, for I have delivered them into your hand; not a man of them shall stand before you."...All these kings and their land Joshua took at one time, because the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel.

The foes arrayed against us are overwhelming, Lord; they have far greater strength than we have.  You are our only hope and trust.  We do not wrestle against flesh and blood only, but against the principalities and powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in high places (Eph.6:12).  May we overcome these things in the might of Your power and for Your own glory, the glory of Your own holy name.  Ultimately the battle is not ours, but God’s (II Chron.20:15), and therefore we should not be afraid of this great multitude (I Sam.17:47).  Those who are with us are greater than those who are with them (II Ki.6:16; I Jn.4:4).  

JULY 8  -  EVENING

Joshua 10:13-14 -- So the sun stood still (or became dark), and the moon stopped, till the people had revenge upon their enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day (or: “as on a completed or ordinary day).  And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord heeded the voice of a man; for the Lord fought for Israel.

This great miracle of the sun standing still (or being eclipsed) was a great judgment against the Amorites and their sun god, and a great comfort and victory to Israel, whose God created and controls the sun and all creation.  There is no god like You, O Lord, who controls the heavens and the earth, and all the forces of what men call “nature.”  Forgive us that we have so little trust in You and that we have not undertaken and won more battles in Your great name and power.  We lament “the battles lost, or scarcely won.”  May we “expect great things from God, and attempt great things for God.”

JULY 9  -  MORNING

Joshua 11:4-6 -- So they went out, they and all their armies with them, as many people as the sand that is on the seashore in multitude, with very many horses and chariots.  And when all these kings had met together, they came and camped together at the waters of Merom to fight against Israel.  But the Lord said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this time I will deliver all of them slain before Israel. You shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire."

Wicked people have so many different perspectives and often do not get along with each other.  Yet they are all united in one thing – they are joined together in opposition to Your people and the spread of Your kingdom (Psa.83:1-8).  Let us hear You say, even this day, “Do not be afraid of them.”  Give us insight into the plans and schemes of the enemies of God (II Cor.2:11); but especially give us trust and confidence in You and in the power of Your word and Spirit.  “He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.  Then He shall speak to them in His wrath and terrify them in His fury.  ‘Behold, I have set My King on Zion, My holy hill’ ” (Psalm 2:4-6).

JULY 9  -  EVENING

Joshua 11:15, 20 -- As the Lord had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He left nothing undone of all that the Lord had commanded Moses....For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He might utterly destroy them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

Give us such unquestioning, thorough-going obedience to Your commands that we will leave nothing undone of all that You require.  Make us tremble before the thought that it is Your doing to harden hearts.  In our own hearts there is present all the evil necessary to harden them, if You but allow us to go our own way.  Stop us from going our own way.  Enable us to see this truth clearly and to set it before others in such a way that they will tremble before You.  May we see Your hand, even in the uprising of our enemies, physical and spiritual, and know that You have a purpose that includes all things, for Your own glory and the good of Your people.  We thank You especially that evil is doomed and that Your triumph is assured and the triumph of Your people with You.  Let us live in that confidence today and fearlessly smite evil whenever it arises.  Give us confidence, and yet keep us from complacency.
JULY 10  -  MORNING

Joshua 12:1, 7, 24 -- These are the kings of the land whom the children of Israel defeated, and whose land they possessed on the other side of the Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the River Arnon to Mount Hermon, and all the eastern Jordan plain...And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel conquered on this side of the Jordan, on the west, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon as far as Mount Halak and the ascent to Seir, which Joshua gave to the tribes of Israel as a possession according to their divisions... -- …all the kings, thirty-one.

The conquest of Canaan seemed impossible – and in human strength it would have been impossible for the Israelites to overthrow the well-entrenched kings of the Canaanites.  Yet You gave them victory over nations mightier than they.  We are not faced with the task of physically conquering a land, yet there are many battles to be fought, and we are engaged in a daily struggle to the death with the powers of evil – the world, the flesh, and the devil.  Give us victory as we seek to follow our leader, our Joshua, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Set before Your church the goal of world conquest, the discipling of the nations, the subduing of the earth and having dominion over it.  Give us an optimistic outlook, a trust in You, and an unwillingness to be satisfied with anything less than total victory in Your cause.  (Rom.4:13; Rev.6:2; Matt.28:18-20; Gen.1:26-28; Psa.2:7-8; Psa.22:27-28). 

JULY 10  -  EVENING
Joshua 13:1-2 -- Now Joshua was old, advanced in years. And the Lord said to him: "You are old, advanced in years, and there remains very much land yet to be possessed.  This is the land that yet remains: all the territory of the Philistines and all that of the Geshurites...”

We pray that if it is Your will we may have the keenness, stamina, and usefulness in our old age that You granted to Moses, Caleb, and Joshua in their old age.  Let us prepare for those years by keeping our bodies in the best physical condition possible, but especially by laying up Your word in our hearts (Psa.119:11), growing in grace, and coming to know You in a closer and closer way.  How effective godly old people may be, in wisdom and example.  “The silver-haired head is a crown of glory, if it is found in the way of righteousness” (Prov.16:31).   “The glory of young men is in their strength, and the splendor of old men is their gray head” (Prov.20:29).  We are sure that if we live to an old age, there will remain much to be done, as was true in Joshua’s case.  Prepare us for whatever length of service You have for us, O Lord!  Keep us true to Your word as Joshua was.

JULY 11  -  MORNING

Joshua 14:6-9 -- Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him: "You know the word which the Lord said to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea. I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land, and I brought back word to him as it was in my heart. Nevertheless my brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people melt, but I wholly followed the Lord my God. So Moses swore on that day, saying, 'Surely the land where your foot has trodden shall be your inheritance and your children's forever, because you have wholly followed the LORD my God.' ”

O Lord, these words of Caleb are a demonstration to us of Your faithfulness, and of Your ability and desire to fulfill all Your promises.  Help us to stand for the truth, even though it may be unpopular and we may be in a small minority as Joshua and Caleb were.  Vindicate Yourself and Your truth – not us and our word – and make us willing for that alone to be done.  Show us when we are only being stubborn and selfish, and help us to distinguish between that and standing for Your truth.

Joshua 14:10-11, 14 -- "And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever since the Lord spoke this word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am this day, eighty-five years old. As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for coming in.”....Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the Lord God of Israel.

May we have length of days to serve You as Caleb did, if it is Your will, O Lord; and may our strength continue throughout life.  Especially may we follow the Lord wholly, as Caleb did.  He showed faith in You when he brought the favorable report as a spy.  He had courage to desire and conquer the most difficult part of Canaan.  He had Your own power.  Raise up such men today, O God!  May we be such people.  We know that as sinful people we cannot follow You or serve You perfectly, but may the decided trend of our lives be to purposefully follow Christ faithfully.  May our chief end be to glorify You, to seek first Your kingdom and righteousness (Matt.6:33).

JULY 11  -  EVENING
Joshua 15:1, 16-17, 63 -- So this was the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families....And Caleb said, "He who attacks Kirjath Sepher and takes it, to him I will give Achsah my daughter as wife."  So Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife....As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not drive them out; but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem to this day.

Some of the people of Israel were faithful and vigorous to conquer the land of Canaan in spite of all obstacles.  Others were quick to rest on the laurels of land already conquered and soon settled into compromise and complacency.  Keep us from such indifference and apathy, O Lord.  The enemies are strong, dangerous, and clever.  We must not underestimate their strength or ability to drag us down to their level.  There is a need for constant vigilance.  May we “watch and pray,” that we may not enter into temptation (Matt.26:41).  May we not be content to defend what has already been gained, but launch bold offensives and storm the gates of hell (Matt.16:18).
JULY 12  -  MORNING and EVENING
Joshua 16:1, 4, 10 -- The lot fell to the children of Joseph from the Jordan, by Jericho, to the waters of Jericho on the east, to the wilderness that goes up from Jericho through the mountains to Bethel....So the children of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their inheritance....And they did not drive out the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites to this day and have become forced laborers.

What problems these unconquered Canaanites caused the people of Israel later.  A seemingly harmless compromise at this point meant great headache and hardship for the future.  Help us, O Lord, to deal decisively with our problems and sins as we face them, and never postpone them hoping they will go away or get easier.  We know that we will reap later what we are sowing now (Gal. 6:7).  Give us wisdom and courage to sow good seed and diligently pull up weeds which will take over if they are allowed to make progress.  May Your church be content with nothing less than total victory, subduing the earth, and discipling the nations (Gen.1:26-28; Matt.28:18-20).  You have promised Your Son and His people the nations as their inheritance (Psa.2:8; 22:27-28).  Let us claim Your promise and “possess our possessions.”

Joshua 17:14, 17-18 -- Then the children of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, "Why have you given us only one lot and one share to inherit, since we are a great people, inasmuch as the Lord has blessed us until now?"...Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph -- to Ephraim and Manasseh -- saying, "You are a great people and have great power; you shall not have only one lot, but the mountain country shall be yours. Although it is wooded, you shall cut it down, and its farthest extent shall be yours; for you shall drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots and are strong."

Let us not think that because You have promised us something or indicated that it is a gift from Your hand, we will not have to labor hard to claim it and possess it fully.  We see here, as well as throughout Scripture, that there is no contradiction between Your gifts of grace and a faith that proves itself by works (Jas.2:17).  Let us not be overwhelmed by the might of the enemy and the difficulty of the circumstances, but go forward in Your power to subdue every area of our own lives and of our society.  Teach us to “work our own salvation with fear and trembling,” knowing that it is God who works in us (Phil.2:12-13).

JULY 13  -  MORNING
Joshua 18:1-3 -- Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of meeting there. And the land was subdued before them.  But there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes which had not yet received their inheritance.  Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: "How long will you neglect to go and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers has given you?”

Give us the desire and strength to “possess our possessions,” to conquer that which You have promised and given us as an inheritance.  You have given such great promises in Your word concerning our own prosperity, the good of Your people, the spread of Your kingdom, the manifestation of Your glory (II Pet.1:4).  You have given Your people the nations as our inheritance (Psa.2:8; 22:27-28).  Yet we sit back content with what we have, with things as they are.  Enable us to lay hold of that which has been marked out for us by Your word.  Let Your people rise up and claim the earth for You, for “the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” (Psa.24:1).  Forgive us that our vision is so limited, and call us again to vigorously apply the gospel to all of life.  Let us not think that the earth may be taken without careful planning and diligent effort (Jos.18:4-5).  As Abraham exercised a “shadow possession” of Canaan before the iniquity of the Amorites was full (Gen.15:16) as a token of the whole world (Rom.4:13), let us take heart, knowing that “the meek shall inherit the earth” (Matt.5:5).

JULY 13  -  EVENING
Joshua 19:1, 47, 49-50 -- The second lot came out for Simeon, for the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families. And their inheritance was within the inheritance of the children of Judah....And the border of the children of Dan went beyond these, because the children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem and took it; and they struck it with the edge of the sword, took possession of it, and dwelt in it. They called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father.... When they had made an end of dividing the land as an inheritance according to their borders, the children of Israel gave an inheritance among them to Joshua the son of Nun.  According to the word of the Lord they gave him the city which he asked for, Timnath Serah in the mountains of Ephraim; and he built the city and dwelt in it.

Your sovereign hand of providence is seen in all the affairs of human history, O Lord.  Here the tribes are given allotment by the casting of lost.  “The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is wholly from the Lord” (Prov.16:33).  Sometimes Your providence is related to punishment for sin – Simeon and Levi were given no distinct territory because of the sin of their ancestors.  Sometimes Your providence is related to reward for obedience – as in the case of Joshua.  But at times Your ordering of events is beyond man’s ability to understand or explain.  “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children, that we may obey all the word of this law” (Deut.29:29).  Give us the grace, O Lord, to search our own hearts by Your word, to repent where we are reaping what we have sown (Gal.6:9), to rejoice in Your grace and covenant faithfulness where we have been obedient, and most of all to trust in Your sovereign plan for our future and for generations to come. 

JULY 14  -  MORNING

Joshua 20:1-2,  7-8 -- The Lord also spoke to Joshua, saying, “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘Appoint for yourselves cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you thorough Moses.’ ”...So they appointed Kedesh in Galilee, in the mountains of Naphtali, Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim, and Kirjath Arba (which is Hebron) in the mountains of Judah.  And on the other side of the Jordan, by Jericho eastward, they assigned Bezer in the wilderness on the plain, from the tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh.

One thing that impresses us about the giving of the cities of refuge here in Joshua is the ready access which any person in any part of the land had to the safety of these towns.  Their very arrangement points to the kind of God You are.  You alone are a God of condescension, of grace, of longsuffering, One who is most sensitive to the needs of a sinful race.  None can ever rightly complain that Your plan of salvation is inaccessible or that Your Savior has played “hard to get.”   "For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it far off.  It is not in heaven, that you should say, 'Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?'  Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?'  But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it” (Deut. 30;11-14).

JULY 14  -  EVENING

Joshua 21:43-45 -- So the Lord gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they took possession of it and dwelt in it.  The Lord gave them rest all around, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all their enemies stood against them; the Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand.   Not a word failed of any good thing which the Lord had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to pass.  (see also 23:14).

Let us learn from this declaration that all of Your purposes surely come to pass.  Nothing in all the world, not all the enemies of Your people, not the demons of hell itself, can frustrate Your sovereign plan.  And all Your promises are “yea and amen” in Christ Your Son (II Cor.1:20).  May we rejoice in this assurance today, and in Your power go forth conquering and to conquer (Rev.6:2).  There is no contradiction at all between trusting in Your promises and vigorously obeying Your commands.  Forgive us that we are so slow of heart to believe (Lk.24:25), so slow of will to obey.  Give us faith in Your trustworthiness and desire to keep Your commands unquestioningly.

JULY 15  -  MORNING and EVENING

Joshua 22:11-12 -- "Behold, the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh have built an altar on the frontier of the land of Canaan, in the region of the Jordan -- on the children of Israel's side."   And when the children of Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of the children of Israel gathered together at Shiloh to go to war against them.

How seriously these Israelites took the need for purity of worship.  If Ahaz had recalled this incident, he might have feared the substitution of the Damascus altar for that of the temple (II Ki.16:10-16).  May we also see clearly the extreme importance of explicitly following Your commands.  Let us not construct any rival altars, either physically or mentally.  “The acceptable way of worshipping the true God is instituted by Himself, and so limited by His revealed will, that He may not be worshipped according to the imaginations and devices of men” (WCF, XXI,1). Give Your church a holy fear of adding to Your commands in worship or in the ordering of the life of Your church (Deut.4:2; 12:32).

JULY 16  -  MORNING

Joshua 23:3, 6-8 -- "You have seen all that the Lord your God has done to all these nations because of you, for the Lord your God is He who has fought for you....Therefore be very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, lest you turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left, and lest you go among these nations, these who remain among you. You shall not make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause anyone to swear by them; you shall not serve them nor bow down to them, but you shall hold fast to the Lord your God, as you have done to this day.”

How easy it is, O Lord God, for a sinful heart to become unbalanced and turn from the straight and narrow of Your word to one extreme or the other.  Keep our own sinful hearts from wandering into tempting by-paths of sin.  Temptations are so subtle and compromise so convenient, especially when we are surrounded by the enemies of God and pulled from within by the flesh.  By Your grace and power may we overcome the enemy and drive him from the strongholds of our lives.  May we see the sins of our lives as weeds which must be pulled up continually, one by one.  Give us constant vigilance; enable us to watch and pray that we may not enter into temptation (Matt.26:41).

JULY 16  -  EVENING

Joshua 23:11-13 -- "Therefore take careful heed to yourselves, that you love the Lord your God. Or else, if indeed you do go back, and cling to the remnant of these nations -- these that remain among you -- and make marriages with them, and go in to them and they to you, know for certain that the Lord your God will no longer drive out these nations from before you. But they shall be snares and traps to you, and scourges on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land which the Lord your God has given you.”

Oh the grave danger of compromise!  Open our eyes to see how Your cause will suffer and how we will bring ruin upon ourselves if we water down Your truth or allow it to be mixed with untruth.  The purity of the gospel and the purity of the church are so unpopular in our day.  Cause Your people to dread the thought that Your glory might not be seen or that we might lose Your blessing upon us.  Enable us to effectively warn our own children and the young people of our congregation of the grave danger of religiously mixed marriages (Ezra 9-10; Neh.13:23-29; II Cor. 6:14 – 7:1).  Enable us to teach our children the delicate balance of being in the world but not of the world (Rom.12:1-2; John 17:15).  

JULY 17  -  MORNING
Joshua 24:12-14 – “'I sent the hornet before you which drove them out from before you, also the two kings of the Amorites, but not with your sword or with your bow.  I have given you a land for which you did not labor, and cities which you did not build, and you dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.'  Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord!”

Every physical blessing as well as eternal salvation is a gift of Your grace, O Lord.  In Your providence You have blessed me and my family and our congregation with the labor of others in the past, both physically and spiritually.  Cause us to live in the light of grace every day and every moment, filled with gratitude and love.  May we always live as sinners saved by grace before others, not giving them the impression that “my power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth” (Deut.8:17).  May it be obvious to all that we fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and faithfulness and by Your grace have put away all other gods.

JULY 17  -  EVENING
Joshua 24:15-16 -- "And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."  So the people answered and said: "Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods...”
As the leaders of Your people seek to set these alternatives clearly before Your people as Joshua did on this great occasion, may they be set clearly before them, and all of us, in our own lives.  You have said, “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Ex.20:3) ...“No man can serve two masters”....”You cannot serve God and Mammon” (Matt.6:24)....“He who is not with Me is against Me...” (Matt.12:30).  You have set before us the narrow path that leads to life and the broad road that leads to destruction (Matt.7:13-14), the foundation of rock or sand (Matt.7:24-27).  Give us the power and desire to choose Your way continually and consistently.  Give me boldness and power to authoritatively declare on behalf of my family, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!”  Give Your elders the courage and strength to make this declaration on behalf of our congregation.
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