JULY 18  -  MORNING
Judges 1:19, 21, 27, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34 -- So the LORD was with Judah. And they drove out the mountaineers, but they could not drive out the inhabitants of the lowland, because they had chariots of iron....But the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites who inhabited Jerusalem; so the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day....However, Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth Shean and its villages, or Taanach and its villages, or the inhabitants of Dor and its villages, or the inhabitants of Ibleam and its villages, or the inhabitants of Megiddo and its villages; for the Canaanites were determined to dwell in that land....Nor did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; so the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them....Nor did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants of Kitron or the inhabitants of Nahalol; so the Canaanites dwelt among them, and were put under tribute....Nor did Asher drive out the inhabitants of Acco or the inhabitants of Sidon, or of Ahlab, Achzib, Helbah, Aphik, or Rehob....Nor did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh or the inhabitants of Beth Anath; but they dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land. Nevertheless the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh and Beth Anath were put under tribute to them. And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the mountains, for they would not allow them to come down to the valley...

What a tragedy to read these words after the great conquests of the book of Joshua.  Teach us that we must not be content with the basic conquests but press on to subdue every area.  Even when we contemplate the great victory that Christ has won, we must be spurred on to go forth conquering and to conquer in His name and in His power (Rev.6:2).  After something has been accomplished for us, or even after we have accomplished some task, our tendency is to relax and rest on our laurels, rather than pressing on.  Awaken us to this great danger and our responsibility.

JULY 18  -  EVENING
Judges 2:1-3 -- Then the Angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said: "I led you up from Egypt and brought you to the land of which I swore to your fathers; and I said, 'I will never break My covenant with you.  And you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their altars.' But you have not obeyed My voice. Why have you done this?”

How often we have failed to conquer enemies which You have commanded us to conquer, O Lord.  How often we have compromised with sinful thinking and action.  How can we expect to be victorious in the face of such laxity, weakness, and indifference?  Do not take the power of Your Spirit from us, as we deserve (Psa.51:11), but convict us, give us the desire and ability to conquer in Your name and for Your glory.  “O let me feel Thee near me; the world is ever near...”   Keep us from compromise, even this day and this week.  May we deal decisively with sin, by Your grace, ruthlessly rooting it out.  May the gods of this land not be a snare to us.  May we have no other gods besides You (Ex.20:3), but love and serve You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30).

JULY 19  -  MORNING
Judges 2:7, 10 -- So the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the Lord which He had done for Israel....When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for Israel.

May Your people not take for granted Your presence and power with them merely because You were with our fathers, our spiritual ancestors.  May each generation seek You afresh – this generation and those which are to follow.  You deal with Your people in lines of generations, O Lord; impress upon us the necessity of seeking You in each succeeding generation, and not simply resting upon what has gone before.  Enable us to impress this great mandate upon our children, the necessity of seeking You with all their hearts and implementing Your good patterns of life in the family and in society.  How quickly the godliness of one generation may be lost in another!  Impress upon Your church the necessity of constant vigilance.  

JULY 19  -  EVENING

Judges 2:11, 14, 16, 19 -- Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the Baals...And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel. So He delivered them into the hands of plunderers who despoiled them; and He sold them into the hands of their enemies all around, so that they could no longer stand before their enemies....Nevertheless, the Lord raised up judges who delivered them out of the hand of those who plundered them....And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers, by following other gods, to serve them and bow down to them. They did not cease from their own doings nor from their stubborn way.

This familiar pattern of rebellion, judgment, savior, and rebellion sets the stage for the period of the judges.  It occurs again and again.  And throughout history, even in our own day, this theme of Your patience and forgiveness and the foolish waywardness of those who profess to be Your people, is seen.  Give courage and consistency to Your church, that we will not be like children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine (Eph.2:14).  We are far too dependent upon “charismatic” personalities.  We are too dependent upon the leadership of others for spiritual growth and boldness of witness, too dependent on what others think of us.  Give us courage to serve You regardless of what others are doing, to stand for Your truth through none around us does.

JULY 20  -  MORNING and EVENING

Judges 3:7-9 -- So the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord. They forgot the Lord their God, and served the Baals and Asherahs.  Therefore the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and He sold them into the hand of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia; and the children of Israel served Cushan-Rishathaim eight years.  When the children of Israel cried out to the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer for the children of Israel, who delivered them: Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother.

If our nation continues to multiply its evil and turns from You, Your anger will be kindled against us, and You will give us into the hands of our enemies.  If Your church turns away to false doctrine, idolatry, or indifference, You will allow her enemies to rise up against her.  Cause us to flee from rebellion and flee to You, O Lord, for Your glory and for our own good.  Open our own eyes to the awful consequences of forsaking You and Your law and following after other gods.  Show us how disastrous it is simply to be indifferent to You, forgetting Your mercy, forgetting what we owe You, forgetting to worship You or to speak of You.  And let our greatest fear not be merely the consequences, but grieving You, not loving You, proclaiming You, and being an example to Your redeemed people.

JULY 21  -  MORNING and EVENING

Judges 4:8-9 – And Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, then I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go!”  So she said, “I will surely go with you; nevertheless there will be no glory for you in the journey you are taking, for the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh.

Let us not put conditions upon obedience to Your commands, as Barak did, O Lord, and say, “I will go if...” or, “I will go, but...”  May our response to Your revealed will be simply, “I will go” (Matt.21:28-32; Lk.9:57-62).  Cause the men of our congregation, particularly the elders, to take the lead as they should in carrying out Your work.  Let us not lay the burden upon the women as we so often do, abdicating our responsibilities, but let us take the initiative ourselves and lead our families and Your people as You have called us to do.  Let us not be fearful and distrusting as Barak was, but let us call Your people to battle and lead them decisively by instruction and example.  May the book of Judges warn Your people of the disastrous consequences which follow when everyone does what is right in his own eyes (21:25).   Call us to follow godly leadership and especially to follow You as our King. 

JULY 22  -  MORNING
Judges 5:2, 9, 17, 23 -- "When leaders lead in Israel, When the people willingly offer themselves, Bless the Lord!.......My heart is with the rulers of Israel Who offered themselves willingly with the people. Bless the Lord!...Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan, And why did Dan remain on ships? Asher continued at the seashore, And stayed by his inlets....'Curse Meroz,' said the angel of the Lord, 'Curse its inhabitants bitterly, Because they did not come to the help of the Lord, To the help of the Lord against the mighty.' ”

Open the eyes of Your people, Lord, to see the danger of the great sins of slackness, cowardice, retreat, laziness, and indifference in the midst of the battle, shirking duty in the face of the threat from the enemy.  Especially may the leaders of Your people seize the opportunity, redeem the time (Eph.5:16), and take the lead as the commanders of Israel did on this occasion.  Let us see the shame and disgrace of compromise, of failing to rally to Your cause when Your enemies are marching against Your people, Your name, Your cause, Your honor.  Forgive us for so often taking the easy way out of situations.  When leaders lead and the people offer themselves willingly, may our response be, “Bless the Lord!”

JULY 22  -  EVENING

Judges 5:28-31 -- "The mother of Sisera looked through the window, and cried out through the lattice, 'Why is his chariot so long in coming? Why tarries the clatter of his chariots?'  Her wisest ladies answered her, yes, she answered herself,  'Are they not finding and dividing the spoil: to every man a girl or two; for Sisera, plunder of dyed garments, plunder of garments embroidered and dyed, two pieces of dyed embroidery for the neck of the looter?'  Thus let all Your enemies perish, O LORD! But let those who love Him be like the sun when it comes out in full strength." 

May we see Your enemies as our enemies, O Lord.  Yet give us wisdom and insight to see that our enemies are not necessarily Your enemies, if our hearts are not right before You.  Give us compassion even upon those who seem to be enemies, and let us desire to see them repent and turn to You.  Yet, while they remain in opposition to You, give us strength and courage to oppose them effectively at every turn.  Give us godliness of life that we will be identified with You and Your cause and able to pray imprecatory Psalms rightly.  Thank You for this token evidence that all of Your enemies will perish ultimately (Psa.92:9).  

JULY 23  -  MORNING

Judges 6:15-16 -- So he said to Him, "O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house."  And the Lord said to him, "Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man."

May we understand our own weakness and inadequacy as Gideon did, Lord.  Keep us from foolish pride, boasting or presumption.  “Let him who thinks that he stands take heed, lest he fall” (I Cor.10:12).  But may we also be keenly aware of Your great power: our help is in the name of the Lord (Psa 121:2; 124:8).  Our might is in Your power alone.  “ ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts” (Zech.4:6).  Not many wise, mighty, or noble are chosen; but You have chosen that which is foolish, weak, and insignificant to confound the wise, mighty, and noble, so that no human being might boast in the presence of the Lord (I Cor.1:26-29).  For when we are weak, then we are strong (II Cor.10:12).  Let  us live in this reality today and every day.  Keep us from whining and complaining as Moses, Gideon, and so many of Your servants have.

JULY 23  -  EVENING

Judges 6:36-37 -- So Gideon said to God, "If You will save Israel by my hand as You have said -- look, I shall put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor; if there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that You will save Israel by my hand, as You have said."

Men are continually demanding signs of You, O Lord, and not willing to confidently rest in Your word alone.  In the case of Gideon You graciously spared him and even gave him a sign because of Your love for him, Your choice of him, and Your purpose to use him as Your servant.  But when the Pharisees demanded a sign, Jesus said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks a sign” (Matt.12:39).  Let us be content with Your word alone.  You are totally trustworthy.  Your word is truth (John 17:17).  Give Your church confidence in and obedience to Your word, rather than running after signs.  Especially give pastors and preachers the clarity of thought and expression, the love and concern for men, that they will be able to effectively set before them, publicly and privately, the sufficiency of Your word and the foolishness of seeking signs.  “For Jews request a sign and Greeks seek after wisdom, but we preach Christ and Him crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” 

(I Cor.1:22-23).

JULY 24  -  MORNING and EVENING

Judges 7:2, 7 -- And the Lord said to Gideon, "The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me, saying, 'My own hand has saved me.'”....Then the Lord said to Gideon, "By the three hundred men who lapped I will save you, and deliver the Midianites into your hand. Let all the other people go, every man to his place."

How often, Lord, You humble us by using that which seems small and helpless.  “Nothing restrains the Lord from saving by many or by few” (I Sam.14:6).  How often You show us that we have no strength of our own.  Keep us from claiming in any degree the honor for victories in our lives and ministries.  Humble us.  Show us that the victory is the Lord’s (Deut.20:1-4; I Sam.17:47; II Chron.14:11; 20:12,15).  How prone we are to vaunt ourselves.  But what do we have that we have not received? (I Cor.4:7).  Keep us from elation at outward success and from despondency at what seems to be failure.  Give us a desire only to faithfully serve You, leaving the results to You and giving You the glory.  In Your kingdom’s work we often long for numbers, financial strength, and stability.  Yet with such security there would be great temptation to rely on our own strength.  You keep us humble and dependent.  If we should be blessed by great outward results, let us beware of this danger and be aware of our continual need for direct reliance upon You.  Do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, through the power that works in us (Eph.3:20).

JULY 25  -  MORNING
Judges 8:22-23 -- Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule over us, both you and your son, and your grandson also; for you have delivered us from the hand of Midian."  But Gideon said to them, "I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you."

Give us, particularly those of us who rule in church and family, this same attitude which Gideon had, that we may not seek for men to follow us and submit to our whims, but that we may earnestly desire for men to submit to Your laws and acknowledge Christ’s kingship.  And may what we desire for others be true of ourselves –teach us what it means for the Lord to rule over us.  Rule over us today, we pray.  Rule over our tongues as we speak to others about You.  Rule over our minds and bodies that they may be effective instruments of Your truth.  Rule over our hearts that we may not seek the adoration and praise of men or seek “success” from a carnal standpoint.  May our leaders and all of us never usurp Your royal prerogatives but desire for You alone to rule over Your people.  All men are mere instruments whom You have created and used and to whom You have given certain authority.  May our chief end be to glorify You and to enjoy You forever.
JULY 25  -  EVENING

Judges 8:24, 27, 33 -- Then Gideon said to them, "I would like to make a request of you, that each of you would give me the earrings from his plunder." For they had gold earrings, because they were Ishmaelites....Then Gideon made it into an ephod and set it up in his city, Ophrah. And all Israel played the harlot with it there. It became a snare to Gideon and to his house....So it was, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel again played the harlot with the Baals, and made Baal-Berith their god.

What a subtle snare it is to add to Your commands for worship, O Lord, and what far-reaching consequences follow in the generations to come (Lev.10:1-2; II Ki.16:10-16; 18:4).  Open our eyes to see clearly this subtle deception and its results.  Cause Your people to be alarmed at the very thought of devising means, methods, and implements of worship for which there is no warrant in Your word.  May our own worship, as individuals and families, as a congregation and as Your entire church, be pure, instructed by Your word, guarded by Your elders.  If even a man like Gideon, the one who destroyed the idols of Baal, could be ensnared by idolatry, let us “take heed, lest we fall” (I Cor.10:12).

JULY 26  -  MORNING
Judges 9:1-2, 14 --Then Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem, to his mother's brothers, and spoke with them and with all the family of the house of his mother's father, saying,  "Please speak in the hearing of all the men of Shechem: 'Which is better for you, that all seventy of the sons of Jerubbaal reign over you, or that one reign over you?' Remember that I am your own flesh and bone."... "Then all the trees said to the bramble, 'You come and reign over us!' ”

Abimelech’s attitude was just the opposite of that of Gideon his father, who said, “The Lord will rule over you” (8:23).  Abimelech is an example of an ungodly, selfish ruler, and an example of the fact that the people are given the kind of leaders they seek and deserve.  Keep us, O Lord, as a nation and as a church, from seeking or deserving such leadership.  The olive, fig, and vine do not grasp divine prerogatives and lord it over men, but the brambles are always ready to seize power and have their own way.  May we earnestly pray to You for godly rulers, and may we be faithful to deserve, seek, and support such men.  Keep the warning of the parable of the bramble ever before us.  May Your elders not lord it over the flock, but be humble examples to the flock and lead by serving (I Pet.5:2-4).

JULY 26  -  EVENING

Judges 9:56-57 -- Thus God repaid the wickedness of Abimelech, which he had done to his father by killing his seventy brothers.  And all the evil of the men of Shechem God returned on their own heads, and on them came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.

Impress upon our own hearts and the hearts of the people of our nation, the principle, “Be sure your sins will find you out” (Num.32:23).  “Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Gal.6:7).  Though our sin is not the open crime and terror of Abimelech, let us see that it is not insignificant and will not be overlooked, but that it will have far-reaching and even disastrous consequences for us, for our family, for our congregation, the church and the nation.  Prevent us from foolishly considering our sin to be small.  Remind us of the sin of Achan which caused the whole nation of Israel to fall before its enemies (Josh.7:10-13).  You turn men’s wickedness back upon their own heads, O Lord.  “Whoever digs a pit shall fall into  it (Prov.26:27; 28:10; Psa.57:6; Ecc.10:8; Esth.7:10).

JULY 27  -  MORNING and EVENING
Judges 10:12-14 -- "Also the Sidonians and Amalekites and Maonites oppressed you; and you cried out to Me, and I delivered you from their hand.  Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods. Therefore I will deliver you no more.  Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you in your time of distress."

Deliver us from this foolish attitude which captivated Israel – that they could call upon You when it was convenient, when they were in need, and forget You at other times.  Our own hearts tend in this same direction, wanting Your help and power, yet wandering after other gods.  We have so little consistent obedience.  Keep us from “foxhole religion.”  May our relationship with You be steady and consistent, so that in time of trouble we may call upon You and expect You to hear and deliver.  Cause Your people to tremble in fear that You should allow us to go our own way and grant us our own choice (Rom.1:24,26,28).  Turn us aside from the gods we would choose and devise in our own minds; turn us to serve You alone, the true and living God.  As Your people gather for worship, may our hearts and minds be so focused upon You as our only Lord and Savior that all rivals will be utterly excluded.  Deliver us, not merely that we will be delivered, but that Your name will be honored.

JULY 28  -  MORNING and EVENING

Judges 11:30-31, 34 -- And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord, and said, "If You will indeed deliver the people of Ammon into my hands, then it will be that whatever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the people of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord's, and I will offer it up as a burnt offering”....When Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, there was his daughter, coming out to meet him with timbrels and dancing; and she was his only child. Besides her he had neither son nor daughter.

Keep Your people from making rash vows the way Jephthah did, O Lord.  Keep us from going through the motions and promising either what we should not promise or what we cannot or will not keep.  If we have taken rash vows, give us the grace to confess it and renounce such vows.  But let us pledge ourselves to that which is good.   As we vow with regard to church membership, officer ordination, baptism, the baptism of our children, or in marriage, give us grace and power to fulfill what we have promised.  Remind us that, “It is better that you do not vow, than that you vow and do not pay” (Ecc.5:5).  “If you abstain from vowing, it shall not be sin to you” (Deut.23:22).  May all our vows concerning our children be for their good and Your glory.

JULY 29  -  MORNING and EVENING
Judges 12:4-6 -- Now Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead and fought against Ephraim. And the men of Gilead defeated Ephraim, because they said, "You Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among the Ephraimites and among the Manassites."  The Gileadites seized the fords of the Jordan before the Ephraimites arrived. And when any Ephraimite who escaped said, "Let me cross over," the men of Gilead would say to him, "Are you an Ephraimite?" If he said, "No,"  then they would say to him, "Then say, 'Shibboleth'!" And he would say, "Sibboleth," for he could not pronounce it right. Then they would take him and kill him at the fords of the Jordan. There fell at that time forty-two thousand Ephraimites.

What a horrible picture, to see the tribes of Israel fighting among themselves, and over what appear to be trivialities.  Deliver Your people from strife and contention, O Lord, and focus our attention upon the great issues of our day and the common enemy that we all have outside Your church.  How disastrous the scene, when “every man did what was right in his own eyes” (21:25).  Let our “shibboleths” not divide us – those things that are merely our accents of speech rather than basic Christian truth.  Give unity to Your church in our day, O Lord, that we will be one in the truth and present a common front in the face of the enemies of God.

JULY 30  -  MORNING and EVENING
Judges 13:17-19, 22 -- Then Menorah said to the Angel of the Lord, "What is Your name, that when Your words come to pass we may honor You?"  And the Angel of the Lord said to him, "Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?"  So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering, and offered it upon the rock to the Lord. And He did a wondrous thing while Manoah and his wife looked on --....And Manoah said to his wife, "We shall surely die, because we have seen God!"

Though You do not appear to men today in visible form or ascend in the flame of an altar, the One Whose name is “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa.9:6), has appeared once and for all at the end of the age to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself (Heb.9:26).  He is the Angel of the Lord Who is identified with the Lord Himself (Ex.3:2-4; Josh.5:13-15).  Give us a sense of the mystery of Your name, Lord, and the mystery of Your presence.  Keep us from foolishly thinking that we can comprehend Your ways or fathom the depth of Your divine being.  Give us humility before the passages of Scripture that are beyond our grasp, and humility before all Your word.  Let us seek the face of Christ today and live in His presence (II Cor.4:6).  He is all sufficient (II Cor.3:5), and the knowledge He gives is all that Your people need to know Your ways and follow You.    

JULY 31  -  MORNING and EVENING
Judges 14:2-4 -- So he went up and told his father and mother, saying, "I have seen a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife."  Then his father and mother said to him, "Is there no woman among the daughters of your brethren, or among all my people, that you must go and get a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?" And Samson said to his father, "Get her for me, for she pleases me well."  But his father and mother did not know that it was of the Lord -- that He was seeking an occasion to move against the Philistines. For at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.

Here we see an example of distinction, yet harmony between Your will of command and Your will of decree.  Your command says, “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (II Cor.6:14), and Samson violated Your command and was totally responsible.  Yet You had a plan which included even his evil act.  You did not coerce him, but permitted his action and used it for Your own glory and the good of Your people, even as in the case of Joseph’s brothers (Gen.50:20) and those who crucified Christ (Acts 2:23).  Deliver us from this selfish attitude of Samson which says, “I want what pleases me, regardless of the Lord’s will, regardless of who will be hurt, regardless of the good of God’s people, regardless of the consequences.”  Impress upon our young people in particular the necessity of marrying only a true believer.  

AUGUST 1  -  MORNING
Judges 15:14-15 -- When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting against him. Then the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him; and the ropes that were on his arms became like flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds broke loose from his hands. He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached out his hand and took it, and killed a thousand men with it.

What amazing feats of physical strength Samson performed.  Yet how weak a man he was spiritually.  Let us not be overly impressed by numbers, influence, or brute force, but by godliness and true spiritual strength and wisdom.  “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.  For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ...” (II Cor.10:3-5).   You did use the great might of Samson to deliver Your people Israel.  Use whatever means You may to deliver Your people today, O Lord.  But may our message and method be strictly in harmony with Your word and bring glory to You.

AUGUST 1  EVENING

Judges 15:18-19 -- Then he became very thirsty; so he cried out to the Lord and said, "You have given this great deliverance by the hand of Your servant; and now shall I die of thirst and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised?" So God split the hollow place that is in Lehi, and water came out, and he drank; and his spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore he called its name En Hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day.

We are amazed that You would answer the prayer of a man like Samson – arrogant, selfish, disobedient, proud.  But You accomplish Your will through whomever You please, and vindicate Your own holy name.  Use even us to confound Your enemies and exalt Your honor.  But may we be yielded, obedient, humble servants, not like Samson, who was used in spite of himself.  Teach us to truly pray – not to seek to bring Your will into harmony with ours, but to bring our wills into harmony with Yours.  Teach us to pray bold, specific, persevering prayers, laying hold of You and basing our pleas upon Your revealed will.  “For the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (Jas.5:16).  Teach us to set our true needs before You, and especially to seek Your glory in prayer and in life.

AUGUST 2  -  MORNING and EVENING
Judges 16:16-17 -- And it came to pass, when she pestered him daily with her words and pressed him, so that his soul was vexed to death,  that he told her all his heart, and said to her, "No razor has ever come upon my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother's womb. If I am shaven, then my strength will leave me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man”....And she said, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" So he awoke from his sleep, and said, "I will go out as before, at other times, and shake myself free!" But he did not know that the Lord had departed from him.

How the world continually pressures Your people, O Lord, and what temptation there is to give in to such nagging persistence.  Open our eyes to see the disastrous consequences of yielding to sin.  Give us a horror of being without Your presence and power.  May we dread to hear these words, “He did not know that the Lord had departed from him.”  What a warning there is for us in the pitiful example of Samson.  Open our eyes to see that without Your strength we are completely weak and powerless.  Keep us so spiritually sensitive that we will be aware of the slightest sin that creeps in.  How subtly our powerlessness will come if we lose vigilance for even one hour (Matt.26:40-41).  The enemy is ever around us and is of greater strength (I Pet.5:8).  Let us not boast of our own might or forget for a moment our dependence on You.  Give us strength for the needs of this day – desire and power to overcome temptation, and strength to carry out each task You have given.

AUGUST 3  -  MORNING and EVENING

Judges 17:5-6 -- The man Micah had a shrine, and made an ephod and household idols; and he consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest.  In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

Men believe that the ideal is for each person to think and do what seems right to him in his own particular situation and at a particular moment, and our society is teaching this concept more and more as an ideal.  Open the eyes of men to see the awful, disastrous consequences of following their own sinful hearts.  May we effectively warn the people around us of the foolishness of forsaking Your law and become a law unto ourselves.  Humble Your people today before Your word and cause us to see its great wisdom and practicality for us, our families, our church and culture.  How prone we ourselves are to do what is right in our own eyes.  We pray that You will be our only King, that we may do what is right in Your eyes, and measure all our words, thoughts, motives, and actions by Your revelation of Your will in Your word.  Keep us as a church from subjectivism, from measuring by what we feel or by what we think is right.  Give Your people the grace to apply Your law to all of life, to call upon our society to bow before the King.  May we exercise dominion in Your name, as prophets, priests, and kings.

AUGUST 4  -  MORNING and EVENING
Judges 18:19-20 -- And they said to him, "Be quiet, put your hand over your mouth, and come with us; be a father and a priest to us. Is it better for you to be a priest to the household of one man, or that you be a priest to a tribe and a family in Israel?"  So the priest's heart was glad; and he took the ephod, the household idols, and the carved image, and took his place among the people.

What horrible results follow when every man does what is right in his own eyes: idolatry, theft, deceit, and, worst of all, perversion of the priestly office and function.  Open the eyes of the people of our own day to see how heinous these sins are.  May Your ministers today, and all of us as Your people, faithfully and effectively warn against autonomy as a way of life and point to the patterns of Your word as the only true way of life.  This priest perverted the office that pointed to the one great Priest of His people, the Lord Jesus Christ, the only completely true and faithful priest.  All others failed, but He fulfilled His priesthood in order that sinners like us might find acceptance with a holy God.  Without You, O Christ, no individual, no family, no society would have hope of forgiveness and restoration.

AUGUST 5  -  MORNING and EVENING

Judges 19:22-24, 30 -- As they were enjoying themselves, suddenly certain men of the city, perverted men, surrounded the house and beat on the door. They spoke to the master of the house, the old man, saying, "Bring out the man who came to your house, that we may know him carnally!"   But the man, the master of the house, went out to them and said to them, "No, my brethren! I beg you, do not act so wickedly! Seeing this man has come into my house, do not commit this outrage.   Look, here is my virgin daughter and the man's concubine; let me bring them out now. Humble them, and do with them as you please; but to this man do not do such a vile thing!"...And so it was that all who saw it said, "No such deed has been done or seen from the day that the children of Israel came up from the land of Egypt until this day. Consider it, confer, and speak up!"

Your word unmasks wickedness for what it is, O Lord, and shows so graphically the end result of departing from Your own law and turning to self-law.  May Your people and the people of our nation be enabled to see the necessary consequences of departure from Your truth.  They often feel that evil can be tolerated and kept in check.  Deliver us from such naïve views of sin.  When we see such blatant wickedness in our own day, let us cry out, “There but for the grace of God go I.”  Let us not think for a moment that we are incapable of any crime, but when we think that we stand, let us take heed, lest we fall (I Cor.10:12).

AUGUST 6  -  MORNING and EVENING
Judges 20:26-28 -- Then all the children of Israel, that is, all the people, went up and came to the house of God and wept. They sat there before the Lord and fasted that day until evening; and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord.   So the children of Israel inquired of the Lord (the ark of the covenant of God was there in those days, and Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days), saying, "Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of my brother Benjamin, or shall I cease?" And the Lord said, "Go up, for tomorrow I will deliver them into your hand."

Even in a period of such rebellion as the days of the judges, some sought Your face and Your will, O Lord, and You were found by those who sought You with all their hearts (Jer.29:13).  You have not left Yourself without a witness in any period of history; there have always been some who were faithful to You.  We tend to think our own period as being especially wicked, or even “as bad as it has ever been,” and therefore we think it more difficult to be faithful than in other eras.  Teach us the lessons of history, and particularly the lessons of the period of the judges.   May Your people in this crooked and perverse generation seek You and proclaim the whole counsel of God, not only in times of distress and trouble, but at all times (Phil.2:15; Acts 20:27).  When even large numbers of those who profess to be Your people are turning their backs on Your truth and righteousness, let a faithful remnant persevere and ultimately prevail for Your honor and glory.
AUGUST 7  -  MORNING and EVENING

Judges 21:6-7, 25 -- And the children of Israel grieved for Benjamin their brother, and said, "One tribe is cut off from Israel today.  What shall we do for wives for those who remain, seeing we have sworn by the Lord that we will not give them our daughters as wives?"...In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

What an awful chronicle of iniquity is the book of Judges, O Lord: murder, rape, civil war, foolish vows, wife stealing, kidnapping, and general spiritual blindness.  Even our own society does not seem this outwardly corrupt.  We thank You for the books of Ruth and I Samuel, which reveal that there were at least some godly people in Israel during this period.  Raise up godly people in our own corrupt society, O Lord, and cause them to have an influence upon this culture beyond their numbers.  May Your people exercise dominion in Your name and subdue the earth according to Your pattern, disciplining the nations and teaching them to observe all that Christ taught (Gen.1:26-28; Matt.28:18-20).  Cause the people of our own day to see the horror of doing what is right in our own eyes.

AUGUST 8  -  MORNING and EVENING
Ruth 1:14, 16-17 -- Then they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her...."Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back from following after you; For wherever you go, I will go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your people shall be my people, And your God, my God.   Where you die, I will die, And there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me, and more also, If anything but death parts you and me."

As this woman Ruth, of pagan background and ancestry, attached herself to the covenant people of God, may many in our own day seek out Your covenant people and be joined to us, entering Your covenant by Your grace.  Call Your elect to Yourself by the instrumentality of Your church and its proclamation.  May the kind of love and unity seen here be ours as a family and as a congregation – may we have bonds of mutual concern and provision, bonds of oneness in our God.  Thank You, O Lord, for knitting together people of such diverse backgrounds in Christ.  May we in Your church be mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, brothers and sisters to each other.  And may the line of our physical descent more and more know family oneness and dependency.

AUGUST 9  -  MORNING and EVENING

Ruth 2:11-12 -- And Boaz answered and said to her, "It has been fully reported to me, all that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband, and how you have left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and have come to a people whom you did not know before.  The Lord repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge."

Ruth thought she was being protected and provided for by Boaz—but he saw her as taking refuge under Your wings, O Lord.  May we have this same attitude toward those who need help.  Make us instruments of Your provision and make us those who offer Your security and refuge.  Forgive us for having so little concern for the poor and so little zeal for pointing others to You as the one true provider and help.  May we also learn from Ruth this twin example of taking refuge in the Lord and doing good for others.  The demonstration of her having taken refuge in the God of Israel was her forsaking all to follow You and the way she treated her mother-in-law.  May there be clear evidence in our own lives that we belong to You, and clear evidence in the life of our family that we are Yours.
AUGUST 10  -  MORNING
Ruth 3:1-2, 9 -- Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may be well with you?  Now Boaz, whose young women you were with, is he not our relative? In fact, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.”...And he said, "Who are you?" So she answered, "I am Ruth, your maidservant. Take your maidservant under your wing, for you are a close relative."

We pray today for those who are single and in need of a marriage partner with whom they may share their lives, especially those in our fellowship and those who are under the spiritual authority of our own elders.  Give them trust in You and Your provision that they will not be anxious or panic and enter into an unwise union.  May the focus of their attention be upon Biblical principle, as it was in Ruth’s mind, and not only upon feeling or physical attraction.  Give wisdom to their friends who advise them, particularly elders who are responsible to guide them.  Give Your church today a great concern for this area of its life, that it may think wisely in the area of courtship, marriage, and the family, and pray continually that godly homes will be established.  In the union between Boaz and Ruth You have shown us again, that You are concerned not only with each individual generation, but with the succeeding generations to come.
AUGUST 10  -  EVENING

Ruth 4:14-15 -- Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without a close relative; and may his name be famous in Israel!   And may he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, has borne him."

Lord, You are able to do “exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think through the power that works in us” (Eph.3:20).  You answer prayers and meet needs from sources and instruments about which we have no knowledge, and over which we have no control.  As we rejoice in the good providence of our lives, let us always be careful to acknowledge You as the Sovereign Giver and Provider.  Boaz provided for the needs of Ruth and Naomi, but the women said, “Blessed be the Lord...”  Naomi was “bitter,” but You turned her bitterness to praise through a daughter-in-law who was more to her than seven sons, and through a seed who would be the ancestor to the Messiah.  Cause us to rejoice today in our “Kinsman Redeemer,” Jesus Christ and his provision for us.
Ruth 4:5, 18-22 -- Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also buy it from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to perpetuate the name of the dead through his inheritance."....Now this is the genealogy of Perez: Perez begot Hezron;  Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot Amminadab;  Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon;  Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed;  Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David.

We thank You, O Lord God, for our Kinsman Redeemer who is foreshadowed in this carrying out of the Old Covenant law.  He is one with us, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, and He has redeemed His people by the sacrifice of Himself, giving us an eternal inheritance, securing and guaranteeing our promised possession among Your people.  In His earthly line of inheritance is found this Gentile woman Ruth, as well as the redeemed harlot Rahab and Bathsheba, with whom David committed adultery (Matt. 1:5-6).  Christ Your Son came to save a people from their sins, a people of every tribe and nation, both respectable and unrespectable people.
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