MARCH 30  -  MORNING and EVENING
Leviticus 1:3-5 -- ' If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish; he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD.  Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.  He shall kill the bull before the LORD; and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood and sprinkle the blood all around on the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of meeting.’

The sacrifices of the Old Testament point to, picture, and  foreshadow the one sacrifice of Christ for all the sins of His people.  He was without spot or blemish, accepted by the Lord.  Our sins were laid upon Him, transferred to Him as our substitute.  He was slain; His blood was spilt.  O Lord God, receive us only on the basis of that once-and-for-all, perfect sacrifice which was sufficient to atone for all our sin.  Forgive our sins for Jesus’ sake, because of His blood and righteousness.  Give us a sense of our sin; help us to see how heinous it is in Your sight and what it deserves.  By Your grace cause us to continually turn from sin, hating and forsaking it because it is displeasing to You.  We rejoice today in our great High Priest and sacrifice.  This burnt offering points to the necessity of entire consecration.  Take our lives, and let them be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.  Use the book of Leviticus to point us to Christ and His work.  Give us wisdom and insight as we undertake the reading and application of it to our lives.

MARCH 31  -  MORNING and EVENING

Leviticus 2:11, 13 --  ' No grain offering which you bring to the LORD shall be made with leaven, for you shall burn no leaven nor any honey in any offering to the LORD made by fire....And every offering of your grain offering you shall season with salt; you shall not allow the salt of the covenant of your God to be lacking from your grain offering. With all your offerings you shall offer salt.’

Here leaven represents sin, corruption, putrefaction, in its spreading influence.  No offering presented to You, O Lord, is to be tainted with sin.  But even our best efforts are corrupted with wrong motives and attitudes, and, “a little leaven leavens the whole lump” (I Cor.5:6). Remove the sin, O Lord, even from our prayers, our devotion, our witness, our teaching, and our service to You.  May all our offerings be seasoned with salt, a symbol of preservation.  May Your people be the salt of the earth (Matt.5:16).  May we have a permeating, preserving, and enhancing effect on our society today, even in a very small way.  These cereal offerings indicate the dedication of the ordinary things of everyday life.  Let us offer these to You as well.  May we eat and drink to Your glory and see Your hand in the provision of our common needs (I Cor.10:31; Matt.6:11).

Leviticus 3:1-2 -- ' When his offering is a sacrifice of a peace offering, if he offers it of the herd, whether male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD.  And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it at the door of the tabernacle of meeting; and Aaron's sons, the priests, shall sprinkle the blood all around on the altar.’

“Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins” (Heb.9:22).  Your blood was spilled for Your people, O Lamb of God, as fulfillment of all the multitude of sacrifices of the Old Testament.  Your blood was shed for our own sins.  Make us aware of the awful price that was paid for our redemption (I Cor.6:20).  As we read about all the sacrificial offerings in Leviticus, and of their fulfillment in Christ in the book of Hebrews, cause us to rejoice in Your salvation and respond to Your love by offering our whole lives as living sacrifices (Rom.12:1).  May this peace offering in particular point us to the Lord’s Supper and to all that it signifies of Christ’s death and resurrection.

APRIL 1  -  MORNING
Leviticus 4:2-3 -- "Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'If a person sins unintentionally against any of the commandments of the LORD in anything which ought not to be done, and does any of them, if the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, then let him offer to the LORD for his sin which he has sinned a young bull without blemish as a sin offering.’”

We thank You, O God, that Your word makes provision for the removal and forgiveness of sin; and especially that here it takes into careful consideration the attitude of the heart.  “Who can discern his errors?  Clear me from hidden faults.  Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me” (Psa.19:12-13).  Show us our own sin today and move us to hate it and forsake it, trusting in the blood that was shed for our sins.  There are so many sins of thought, word, and deed, of which we are not even aware.  Make us more sensitive to sin, more aware of subtle temptations and stronger to resist every inroad of the evil one.  Especially guard us from sinning “with a high hand” that indicates a heart attitude of rebellion (Num.15:30).  Without Your provision for sin and for sinners, we would be without hope (Psa.19:13).

APRIL 1  -  EVENING

Leviticus 4:11-12 -- 'But the bull's hide and all its flesh, with its head and legs, its entrails and offal -- the whole bull he shall carry outside the camp to a clean place, where the ashes are poured out, and burn it on wood with fire; where the ashes are poured out it shall be burned.’

“So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through His own blood.  Therefore let us go forth to Him outside the camp, bearing abuse for Him.  For here we have no lasting city, but seek the city which is to come” (Heb.13:13-14).  We give thanks, O Lord, for our Savior who suffered to the utmost to bring salvation to His people.  He endured the ultimate of humiliation and rejection for us.  Let us never be ashamed of Him.  Let us stand for the truth of His word, bear witness to His saving grace and power, and willingly go “outside the camp” and bear abuse for Him.  Make us aware today of the great debt we owe, which can never be repaid, and make us Your willing slaves.

APRIL 2  -  MORNING

Leviticus 5:1, 4-6 – ‘If a person sins in hearing the utterance of an oath, and is a witness, whether he has seen or known of the matter – if he does not tell it, he bears guilt....Or if a person swears, speaking thoughtlessly with his lips to do evil or to do good, whatever it is that a man may pronounce by an oath, and he is unaware of it – when he realizes it, then he shall be guilty in any of these matters. And it shall be, when he is guilty in any of these matters, that he shall confess that he has sinned in that thing; and he shall bring his trespass offering to the LORD for his sin which he has committed, a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats as a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin.’

We may sin by our silence as well as by our speech.  Guard our tongues, O Lord, from wrong speaking, and also make us afraid of guilty silence.  It is so easy to do nothing and so difficult to confront someone with wrongdoing. Give us boldness and discernment.  Give us wisdom to know when to speak and when to remain silent; wisdom to speak boldly, correctly, and gently when we must speak.  On the basis of the blood of Jesus Christ, forgive us for our sinful words and our sinful silence.  When we enter into rash oaths or alliances, let us recognize it early, confess it as sin, and repent of it, making all necessary restitution.

APRIL 2  -  EVENING

Leviticus 5:15,17 -- "If a person commits a trespass, and sins unintentionally in regard to the holy things of the LORD, then he shall bring to the LORD as his trespass offering a ram without blemish from the flocks, with your valuation in shekels of silver according to the shekel of the sanctuary, as a trespass offering....If a person sins, and commits any of these things which are forbidden to be done by the commandments of the LORD, though he does not know it, yet he is guilty and shall bear his iniquity.”

O Lord, make us realize that we are totally guilty before You, not only for those sins we knowingly, willingly commit, but also for those of which we are completely unaware; not only for sins of commission, but also for sins of omission.  Cause us to realize how completely dependent we are on Your grace.  Our very natures by birth are corrupt – so corrupt that we are incapable of knowing just how sinful we really are.  Give us enough of a glimpse of our own hearts to make us fall at Your feet daily in confession and in gratitude for Your complete forgiveness. We glory today in the work of our great High Priest, who offered up the perfect sacrifice – Himself.  May we be especially aware today of Christ’s continual intercession for us and of His power to help in time of need (Heb.4:15-16).

APRIL 3  -  MORNING and EVENING
Leviticus 6:4-5 -- "...then it shall be, because he has sinned and is guilty, that he shall restore what he has stolen, or the thing which he has extorted, or what was delivered to him for safekeeping, or the lost thing which he found, or all that about which he has sworn falsely. He shall restore its full value, add one-fifth more to it, and give it to whomever it belongs, on the day of his trespass offering.”

O Lord, the principle of restitution has been largely ignored and lost in our land, in civil affairs, and in Your church.  May those in positions of authority see its wisdom and restore it.  And in our own personal dealings, may we be careful to restore anything we have used or destroyed or lost that belongs to another.  Give us a greater sensitivity to Your word and its implications for our everyday lives.  May we faithfully teach the principles of Your law to our children, that they may respect the property of others as well as their own property that has been entrusted to them.  The law is summed up in this saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Rom.13:9).  “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the law and the prophets” (Matt.7:12).

APRIL 4  -  MORNING and EVENING

Leviticus 7:15 --' The flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day it is offered. He shall not leave any of it until morning.’

This greatly loved sacrifice necessitated an invitation to friends to join in the feast, since the animal had to be consumed on the day on which it was offered.  There was fellowship between the worshippers as well as fellowship between the worshipper and You, O Lord.  These feasts, along with Passover, foreshadowed the Lord’s Supper.  As we eat the Lord’s Supper together, may there be true communion with one another as well as with You.  “Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom.5:1).  “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?  The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?  For we, being many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one bread” (I Cor.10:16-17).  Make us one in Your church, O Christ, even as You and the Father are one, that the world may know that the Father has sent the Son (John 17:21).

APRIL 5  -  MORNING and EVENING

Leviticus 8:22-23 -- And he brought the second ram, the ram of consecration. Then Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram, and Moses killed it. Also he took some of its blood and put it on the tip of Aaron's right ear, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.

There must be sacrifice even for those who administered the sacrifices.  Aaron and his sons needed to have their own sins take away, and the shedding of blood was necessary for them before they made sacrifices for the sins of the people (Heb.9:22).  They must have consecration of the whole life, their hearing, their work, and their walking – what they heard, what they did, and where they went – their going out and their coming in (Deut.6:7; Psa.121:8).  As Your ministers lead Your people in worship and administer the sacraments, pointing to the one sacrifice of Christ for all time, may they be keenly aware of their own sin and their own need of consecration.   We thank You, O God, for Christ, “Who did not need daily, as the high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the peoples’, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself” (Heb.7:27).  Those elders who have been set apart for this ministry need daily to have their feet cleansed (John 13:10).  Give to Your ministers and to all Your people a sense of our own sin as we come before You in worship.

APRIL 6  -  MORNING and EVENING
Leviticus 6:13;  9:24 – 10:1 -- 'A fire shall always be burning on the altar; it shall never go out’....and fire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat on the altar. When all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces. Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them.

We must not worship You, O Lord God, in any way but that which You have commanded.  Man’s natural tendency is to invent his own gods; and not only that, but also to invent ways of worshipping the true and living God (Ex.20:4).  Prevent us from adding to Your command or taking away from it as we seek to worship You (Deut.4:2).  Give us as a congregation great zeal for purity of worship.  Let us test all our worship by Your word.  May our worship this Lord’s Day be acceptable to You and honor You, as well as our family and private worship.  Let us understand how seriously You take Your commands, and let us seek to obey them explicitly.  Give us hearts of obedience, so that Your will might not be a burden to us, but a delight (I John 5:3).

APRIL 7  -  MORNING and EVENING

Leviticus 10:10-11 – “… distinguish between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean, and … teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD has spoken to them by the hand of Moses.”
You distinguished certain articles, foods, and actions as holy in Your sacrificial law, O Lord, to teach Your people that they were to be separate in heart and life from the people of the world.  Even though these same material distinctions are no longer made since the one sacrifice of Christ, the principle of spiritual separation continues today as it did then.  Help us, O Lord, to know how to live in the world and yet not be of the world.  You have not called us to leave the world, but to be different from the people of the world in thinking, attitude, speech, and action.  Give our family and our congregation the willingness to stand alone when that is necessary.  May we not be conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of our minds, that we might approve what is good and acceptable and the perfect will of God (Rom.12:1-2).   Keep us from being unequally yoked together with unbelievers (II Cor.6:14), yet at the same time bear faithful witness to them.

APRIL 8  -  MORNING and EVENING
Leviticus 11:44-45, 47 -- 'For I am the LORD your God. You shall therefore consecrate yourselves, and you shall be holy; for I am holy. Neither shall you defile yourselves with any creeping thing that creeps on the earth. For I am the LORD who brings you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy....to distinguish between the unclean and the clean, and between the animal that may be eaten and the animal that may not be eaten.' 

Your teaching law showed the people of Israel that they were to be distinct from all the other nations.  May Your church today be keenly aware of the need for holiness before the world.  May our own family and congregation strive for peace with all men and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord (Heb.12:14).  May we long for and strive for holiness and conformity to the image of Your Son (Rom.8:29).  “May the mind of Christ my Savior dwell in me from day to day, by His love and power controlling all I do and say.”  Give us hunger and thirst for righteousness (Matt.5:6), a yearning for communion with You and conformity to Your revealed patterns in every area of life.  “It does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (I John 3:2).

APRIL 9  -  MORNING

Leviticus 12:2-3, 5 -- "Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'If a woman has conceived, and borne a male child, then she shall be unclean seven days; as in the days of her customary impurity she shall be unclean. And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised....But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her customary impurity, and she shall continue in the blood of her purification sixty-six days.’ ”

Man who is born of woman has few days and challenged with many problems.  He comes forth like a flower and fades away; he flees like a shadow and does not continue....Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?  No one!....What is man, that he would be pure?  And he who is born of woman that he could be righteous?  (Job 14:1-2,4; 15:14).  “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me” (Psa.51:5).  “The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies” (Psa.58:3).  Human nature under the curse of the fall is in desperate need of cleansing, O Lord, as is shown graphically in Your word by circumcision of the male Israelites and the longer period of purification for females.  May we recognize that our own cleansing is only by Your grace, and proclaim this truth to others.  (Also, Gen.3:15; I Tim.2:15).

APRIL 9  -  EVENING
Leviticus 13:45-46 -- "Now the leper on whom the sore is, his clothes shall be torn and his head bare; and he shall cover his mustache, and cry, 'Unclean! Unclean!' He shall be unclean. All the days he has the sore he shall be unclean. He is unclean, and he shall dwell alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp.”

Lord, we must cry, “Unclean,” in Your presence, because we are diseased in body and soul because of sin.  We are “cut off” and apart from Your cleansing grace dwell alone in a habitation “outside the camp.”  Leprosy is seen in Your word as a type of death – a living death.  Sin means death.  You, O Lord, are life.  Sin means expulsion from Your presence.  Open our eyes to see that without Your grace we are people of unclean lips and dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips (Isa.6:5).  Only You, through Your representative, could declare an unclean person clean.  Only You could raise a person from spiritual death to spiritual life.  Enable us to realize this fact concerning ourselves and others.  Cleanse us and forgive us for the sake of Jesus, the One who touched the unclean lepers and made them clean.

APRIL 10  -  MORNING and EVENING

Leviticus 14:6-7 -- "As for the living bird, he shall take it, the cedar wood and the scarlet and the hyssop, and dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water. And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed from the leprosy, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose in the open field.”

The dead bird represents substitutionary death for sin; the living bird represents sin being taken away and the sinner being freed from sin (Lev.16:7-8).  You declared the lepers clean, O Lord; You overcame the living death and brought forth life from death.  In Your Son You were slain for sin.  His blood was spilled for the sins of many.  He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29; I John 1:7).  Thank You, O God, for the blood of cleansing which has washed away all our sin, past, present, and future; and for the Lamb who has taken our sin away and removed it as far from us as the east is from the west (Psa.103:12).  May we live and serve today as cleansed, forgiven sinners.  Cause us to be Your faithful bondservants as we contemplate the price that was paid for our salvation.

APRIL 11  -  MORNING and EVENING
Leviticus 15:2-3 -- "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'When any man has a discharge from his body, his discharge is unclean. And this shall be his uncleanness in regard to his discharge -- whether his body runs with his discharge, or his body is stopped up by his discharge, it is his uncleanness.’ ”

It is utterly baffling to many modern men that an entire chapter of Your word should be devoted to discharges from the body, O Lord.  But we find here that Your care and concern for Your people extends to every aspect of their lives.  Their daily health is of concern to You, and in the older covenant You used such matters of health and hygiene to teach Your people about Yourself and Your ways.  Especially the laws of clean and unclean taught the necessity of being set apart as Your peculiar people from all the peoples of the earth.  Let us learn today that we are called by You and set apart for holiness of life.  Cause us to look at the most mundane and even unpleasant matters of life as under Your care and concern.  Let us live today for You and be conscious of Your revealed will.

APRIL 12  -  MORNING

Leviticus 16:2-3, 34 -- and the LORD said to Moses: "Tell Aaron your brother not to come at just any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I will appear in the cloud above the mercy seat. Thus Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with the blood of a young bull as a sin offering, and of a ram as a burnt offering....This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make atonement for the children of Israel, for all their sins, once a year." And he did as the LORD commanded Moses.

Our sins have made a separation between us and You, O Lord God (Isa.1:15; 59:2).  The veil between the holy place and the most holy place indicated that sinful men may not come before a holy God without sacrifice, the shedding of blood (Heb.9:22).  Christ, our High Priest, has made the one sacrifice of Himself for sin and entered into heaven, the most holy place, on behalf of His people.  At His death the veil of the temple was torn in two.  May we boldly enter Your presence daily through Christ’s blood and righteousness.  He is both the High Priest and the Lamb slain for sin (Matt.27:51; Mk.15:38; Lk.23:45; Heb.9:7-12).  

APRIL 12  -  EVENING
Leviticus 16:7-10 -- "He shall take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one lot for the LORD and the other lot for the scapegoat. And Aaron shall bring the goat on which the LORD's lot fell, and offer it as a sin offering. But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make atonement upon it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness.”

On the Day of Atonement both these goats represented our Savior, the One who was put to death for our sins, and the One who carried away our sins.  O Lamb of God, who “takes away” the sin of the world (John 1:29), You have borne all our iniquities and removed them as far from us as the east is from the west (Psa.103:12).  Make us aware of all that we owe You.  May we live today as those whose sins have been forgiven at a price beyond our comprehension.  Forgive us that sin often still clings so closely when it has been “taken away” in Christ.  Give us joy as cleansed, forgiven sinners.  Cause us to contemplate today the reality of guilt pardoned and know experimentally the reality of pollution progressively removed.  We are inclined to seek a “scapegoat,” someone on whom to place the blame for our own sin.  As we more and more understand Christ as our substitute, cause that knowledge to fill us with thanksgiving for the sacrifice of Christ and also to take responsibility and blame for our own sin.

APRIL 13  -  MORNING

Leviticus 17:3-4, 7 -- "Whatever man of the house of Israel who kills an ox or lamb or goat in the camp, or who kills it outside the camp, and does not bring it to the door of the tabernacle of meeting to offer an offering to the LORD before the tabernacle of the LORD, the guilt of bloodshed shall be imputed to that man. He has shed blood; and that man shall be cut off from among his people...They shall no more offer their sacrifices to demons, after whom they have played the harlot. This shall be a statute forever for them throughout their generations." 

The centrality of sacrifice was of vital importance for Your people in the wilderness and when they settled in the promised land (Deut.12).  The “where” and the “Who” of worship were closely connected.  Centrality kept people from devising their own innovations in worship and helped keep the method of sacrifice uniform and pure.  It pointed to the one sacrifice that was the only way of salvation, the death of Your Son upon the cross.  “Neither is there salvation in any other....” (Acts 4:12).  Even though the location is no longer central (John 4:21), the principle of the “one way” remains.  There is no room for pluralism in Your worship, O God.  Impress this truth upon Your people today, that our worship may be only that which You command.  “For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified” (Heb.10:14).  

APRIL 13  -  EVENING

Leviticus 17:10-11 -- ' And whatever man of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell among you, who eats any blood, I will set My face against that person who eats blood, and will cut him off from among his people. For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.'

Thank you, Lord, for this book of Leviticus, which lays such emphasis upon blood – for, “apart from the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins” (Heb.9:22).  Yet, “It is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins” (Heb.10:4).  These sacrifices pointed to “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb.10:10).  Thank You, O Christ, for Your own blood, which was poured out for the salvation of Your people, by which You purchased Your church.  Your very life was given for us.  You suffered to the utmost to bring salvation.  May we live for Your today and every day in response to Your great love for us.  May these old covenant rituals, which we no longer observe in the same form, point us continually to Christ, as they were designed to do.

APRIL 14  -  MORNING and EVENING

Leviticus 18:2-5, 25 -- "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'I am the LORD your God.  According to the doings of the land of Egypt, where you dwelt, you shall not do; and according to the doings of the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you, you shall not do; nor shall you walk in their ordinances. You shall observe My judgments and keep My ordinances, to walk in them: I am the LORD your God.  You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them: I am the LORD....For the land is defiled; therefore I visit the punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the land vomits out its inhabitants.’ ”
There is such constant pressure and temptation to conform to the patterns of the world, O Lord God.  The ideals and pleasures of the ungodly are continually set before us and made to appear “exciting,” “fun,” “appealing,” and “sophisticated,”  Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light (II Cor.11:14).  The consequences, temporal and eternal, are glossed over and hidden.  O God, open our eyes to see clearly the deceptions which underlie the smooth talk of the evil one (II Cor.2:11).  It is so easy to avoid offending men and be guilty of offending You.  Yet Your laws are truth and life, and in keeping of them there is great reward (Psa.19:11).  Give us a positive delight in knowing and keeping Your laws (Psa.1:2).  Our society has become so much like the Egyptians and Canaanites  in approving incest, homosexuality, and even beastiality.  Guard us from being conformed to this world and give us the ability and desire to be transformed by the renewing of our minds (Rom.12:1-2).

APRIL 15  -  MORNING and EVENING
Leviticus 19:2, 10, 17-18 -- "Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them: 'You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy....And you shall not glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather every grape of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I am the LORD your God....You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and not bear sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.’”

Your word gives such practical examples of what love for neighbor involves.  Help us, O Lord, this very day to seize every opportunity to show kindness to those with whom we come in contact (Eph.5:16).  Give Your people a mutual concern for each other’s physical well being.  Move us to godly hospitality (Heb.13:2).  Make our cold hearts open and generous – to the poor and needy, to the stranger, to our neighbors, and especially to those who are of the household of faith (Gal.6:10; Deut.15:11; Mark 14:7).  Forgive us for our indifference to our fellow man, particularly for a lack of concern to proclaim the gospel to him.  May true love for You result in love for our neighbor (Rom.13:9-10; Matt.22:36-40; Jas.2:8; Gal.5:14).

APRIL 16  -  MORNING
Leviticus 20:2,9,10,13,15 -- "Again, you shall say to the children of Israel: 'Whoever of the children of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell in Israel, who gives any of his descendants to Molech, he shall surely be put to death. The people of the land shall stone him with stones....For everyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death....The man who commits adultery with another man's wife, he who commits adultery with his neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress, shall surely be put to death....If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination. They shall surely be put to death....If a man mates with an animal, he shall surely be put to death...’ ”

What an important place You have given to the family and its sanctity, O Lord!  You give such a high place to faithful monogamy, rearing of children, and obedience to parents, that turning aside from these things in society brings about Your wrath and curse.  Blatant rebellion in this area is worthy of death.  The people of the world around us scoff at the very idea that these violations of Your law are heinous crimes.  O Lord, bless our family, that it may be pleasing to You!  Preserve us from these horrible sins, in thought, word, and deed.  May we diligently seek the preservation of our own and our neighbor’s chastity, in heart, speech, and behavior.  Use us as examples to Your people and to the world.  Mold us more and more into the kind of family You would have us to be.

APRIL 16  -  EVENING
Leviticus 20:23-25, 26 -- 'And you shall not walk in the statutes of the nation which I am casting out before you; for they commit all these things, and therefore I abhor them.  But I have said to you, "You shall inherit their land, and I will give it to you to possess, a land flowing with milk and honey." I am the LORD your God, who has separated you from the peoples. You shall therefore distinguish between clean animals and unclean, between unclean birds and clean...And you shall be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy, and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be Mine.’ 

Lord, You have given the nations to Your people as an inheritance by giving them to Your Anointed, Your beloved Son Who is the representative of all Your people (Psa.2:8).  You promised Abraham and his descendents that they would inherit the world (Rom.4:13).  You have said, “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before Him” (Psa.22:27).  The earth is the Lord’s (Psa.24:1), and You have given it to us to rule as Your vice-regents (Gen.1:20-28).  Make us good stewards of the world; enable Your people to effectively subdue it and rule it well for You.  Keep us from compromising with the world and its humanistic philosophies.

APRIL 17  -  MORNING and EVENING
Leviticus 21:8, 17-18 -- 'Therefore you shall consecrate him, for he offers the bread of your God. He shall be holy to you, for I the LORD, who sanctify you, am holy’...."Speak to Aaron, saying: 'No man of your descendants in succeeding generations, who has any defect, may approach to offer the bread of his God. For any man who has a defect shall not approach: a man blind or lame, who has a marred face or any limb too long.’ ”

Just as the lamb offered was a symbol of Christ, so was the priest who offered the lamb.  Christ was the One without spot or blemish, entirely separate from sin (Heb.7:26).  May all these teaching laws show us how much You hate all sin, O God, and cause us to turn from it.  Keep us from pride and self-righteousness.  Help us continually to examine our hearts and lives for sin and be continually repenting of it, growing in grace, dying more and more unto sin and living more and more unto righteousness.   All of the old covenant laws of separation remind us of our own moral and spiritual flaws before You and the need for cleansing and separation from the perspective and practice of the world (Rom.12:1-2).

APRIL 18  -  MORNING
Leviticus 22:20-22 -- 'Whatever has a defect, you shall not offer, for it shall not be acceptable on your behalf.  And whoever offers a sacrifice of a peace offering to the LORD, to fulfill his vow, or a freewill offering from the cattle or the sheep, it must be perfect to be accepted; there shall be no defect in it.  Those that are blind or broken or maimed, or have an ulcer or eczema or scabs, you shall not offer to the LORD, nor make an offering by fire of them on the altar to the LORD.’

Both the offering and the priest who brought the offering were to be without blemish, because both pointed to Christ, the One who was without sin and bore the sin of many (Isa.53:12).  Also the offering was to be without blemish because all the people were to give their very best to You, not that which cost them nothing (II Sam.24:24) or that which they could conveniently spare.  Forgive us, O Lord, for offering leftovers to You.  May we bring the first-fruits of time, energy, money, possessions, work – all that we are and have (Mal.1:6-14; Ex.23:16-19; 34:26; Lev.23:10,17,20; Num.18:12; 28:26; Deut.26:10).

APRIL 18  -  EVENING
Leviticus 22:31-33 -- " Therefore you shall keep My commandments, and perform them: I am the LORD.  You shall not profane My holy name, but I will be hallowed among the children of Israel. I am the LORD who sanctifies you...”

May our chief motive for wanting to keep Your laws be the fact that You are the Lord our God (I John 5:3).  May our chief concern about sin be the fact that it is displeasing to You our God.  We know that Your law commands what is best for us, and that to break Your law is only to break ourselves upon Your law and to reap the consequences of what we have sown (I John 3:4; Gal.6:7).  Nevertheless, may our repentance and our law keeping not be primarily because of the good consequences for keeping them and the bad consequences for breaking them, but because of a desire to honor You and glorify Your name.  May Your name be hallowed through our lives, through our prayers, through our words to others and our deeds (Matt.6:9).  Hallow Your own name in the midst of Your people, O Lord, that it may be apparent to all around us that it is You who sanctifies Your people.

APRIL 19  -  MORNING
Leviticus 23:3-5 -- ' Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You shall do no work on it; it is the Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.  These are the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations which you shall proclaim at their appointed times. On the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is the LORD's Passover.’

The three great annual feasts described in Leviticus, Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles, have all been fulfilled in the work of Christ and are no longer kept as annual festivals by Your people.  But the weekly sabbath is that cycle established in the creation and continuing to the end of the world (Gen.2:2-3).  Prepare us, O Lord, for this week’s coming sabbath rest.  Help us to order all our affairs so that we will be ready to worship and rest –to rest physically and to be spiritually refreshed.  The command, “Six days you shall labor and do all your work” (Ex.20:8; Deut.5:13), is vitally connected with the command to keep the sabbath day.  May all Your people be reminded of the coming holy convocation, and may we prepare physically, mentally, and spiritually.  You, O Christ, are Lord of the Sabbath (Matt.12:8). 

APRIL 19  -  EVENING
Leviticus 23:34, 42-43 -- "Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the LORD....You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All who are native Israelites shall dwell in booths, that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.' "

You are our help in ages past, O Lord, our hope for years to come.  Thank You for the evidences of Your mercy toward Your people as they traveled in the wilderness, the evidences of Your sovereignty and control.  Let us not forget, but remember day by day, year by year, Your goodness to us, not only at special times set apart for thanksgiving.  The feast of Tabernacles reminded Israel of Your provision in the wilderness, Your provision of bread, water, rest, guidance, leadership, forgiveness, and protection.  All these elements are seen in the salvation which Christ accomplished for His people once and for all.  As we read of Your salvation from bondage in Egypt and in the wilderness, may our thoughts and affections turn toward Christ.

APRIL 20  -  MORNING
Leviticus 24:2-3 -- "Command the children of Israel that they bring to you pure oil of pressed olives for the light, to make the lamps burn continually. Outside the veil of the Testimony, in the tabernacle of meeting, Aaron shall be in charge of it from evening until morning before the LORD continually; it shall be a statute forever in your generations.”

All of these ordinances and ceremonies that were to be observed continually throughout all generations find their continuation in Christ.  They have ceased now in their older form, even among the people of Israel, but the meaning of the sacrifice continues in Your Son, O Lord.  And this continual burning lamp also finds its fulfillment in Him, the Light of the World.  He never slumbers nor sleeps (Psa.121:3-4) but is eternally vigilant, guiding and protecting His people.  Those who follow Him shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life (John 8:12).  May we follow Christ closely today and each day, with out attention fixed upon Him, the One who is seated at the right hand of God where He rules as King, intercedes as Priest, and proclaims His word as Prophet (Col.3:1-3).  May we proclaim Him today in word and in deed as the Light of the World.

APRIL 20  -  EVENING
Leviticus 24:11, 13-16 -- And the Israelite woman's son blasphemed the name of the Lord and cursed; and so they brought him to Moses. (His mother's name was Shelomith the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan.).... And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  "Take outside the camp him who has cursed; then let all who heard him lay their hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him. Then you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin. And whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall certainly stone him, the stranger as well as him who is born in the land. When he blasphemes the name of the Lord, he shall be put to death.’ ”

Give us a holy awe of Your name, O God.  Let us not take it lightly in prayer or in conversation.  May we daily exalt Your name and seek to have it acknowledged and honored by all.  People around us daily blaspheme and curse all that is holy.  They do not see the dire consequences.  Do You not hear their railing, O God?  Arise, O Lord, let not man prevail! (Psa.9:19). Overthrow their wicked works and put the fear of You in their hearts!  Cause them to fall on their faces and acknowledge that You alone are God Most High.  “Fill their faces with shame, That they may seek Your name, O LORD.  Let them be confounded and dismayed forever; yes, let them be put to shame and perish, that they may know that You, whose name alone is the LORD, are the Most High over all the earth” (Psa.83:16-19).  Give us the courage to warn men of the great sin of blasphemy, that “the Lord will not hold him guiltless, who takes His name in vain” (Ex.20:7).  Cause us to fear the Lord more than we fear the faces of men.

APRIL 21  -  MORNING
Leviticus 25:9-10, 23 -- 'Then you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall make the trumpet to sound throughout all your land. And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to his possession, and each of you shall return to his family....The land shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are strangers and sojourners with Me.’

Your Son in His incarnation proclaimed the acceptable year of the Lord, the Jubilee, the release of captives and good news to the poor (Lk.4:18-19; Isa.49:8-9; 61:1-2).  No man need be trapped in bondage to self and sin and Satan, for the way of liberty has been proclaimed.  Christ is our Jubilee.  Let us live today, O Lord, as slaves whose ransom price has been paid, who redemption has been purchased.  All that we have is not really ours, but Yours.  Help us to fully understand this principle and live in this reality.  Keep us from clutching material possessions too closely.  Make us dependent upon You alone day by day, even if You must take from us some of the things to which we cling, in order to teach us.

APRIL 21  -  EVENING

Leviticus 25:35-36, 42 -- ' If one of your brethren becomes poor, and falls into poverty among you, then you shall help him, like a stranger or a sojourner, that he may live with you. Take no usury or interest from him; but fear your God, that your brother may live with you....For they are My servants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as slaves.’

Give Your people a keen interest in the well-being of the poor among us, O Lord – the poor in the church and in the community.  How carefully we need to think through the issues of wealth and poverty on a Biblical basis.  Our whole culture has been overtaken by a government welfare mentality that saps individual initiative on the part of the poor and on the part of those who would help them.  The idea of taking people into our homes and actually providing personally for their food, clothing, and shelter, is foreign to us as a nation and almost as foreign to us as a church.  May our response to the welfare chaos not be merely complaining or throwing up our hands in despair, but decided, careful Biblical action.

APRIL 22  -  MORNING and EVENING
Leviticus 26:3-4, 7, 14-16 -- 'If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments, and perform them,  then I will give you rain in its season, the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit....You will chase your enemies, and they shall fall by the sword before you....But if you do not obey Me, and do not observe all these commandments,  and if you despise My statutes, or if your soul abhors My judgments, so that you do not perform all My commandments, but break My covenant, I also will do this to you: I will even appoint terror over you, wasting disease and fever which shall consume the eyes and cause sorrow of heart. And you shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.’

May nations see the connection between obedience to Your laws and prosperity, O Lord.  May our nation, in its mad quest for prosperity, see that Your hand of judgment will be upon it economically if it turns its back on You.  May Your church submit itself to Your law and prosper in this period.  May our own family be aware that we prosper only because of Your blessing.  May each of us as individuals be keenly aware of the fact that disobedience of life brings chaos. May our only motive be Your glory and the increase of Your kingdom; and we thank You for all the blessings that come from serving You.

APRIL 23  -  MORNING and EVENING

Leviticus 27:28-30 -- 'Nevertheless no devoted offering that a man may devote to the LORD of all that he has, both man and beast, or the field of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted offering is most holy to the LORD.  No person under the ban, who may become doomed to destruction among men, shall be redeemed, but shall surely be put to death.  And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD's. It is holy to the LORD.’

When we have done all that is commanded us, we must still say, “We are unprofitable servants; we have done only what is our duty” (Luke 17:10).  Give Your people this attitude toward our use of our possessions and our giving of our wealth, especially the tithe.  There is almost no other area in which men are more prone to excuse themselves and rationalize away their obligation than when it affects their income and their pocketbook.  Where our treasure is, there will our heart be also (Matt.6:21).  This portion You require is a token of the whole, O Lord.  Let us not be proud or think we have gone beyond the ordinary expectation when we tithe.  May we earnestly desire to bring You the first fruits of all that we have to You.  Give us hearts that overflow with love for You and desire to give our very best and first to You in response to all that You have given us and done for us.  Teach us from this chapter of Leviticus that all that we have belongs to You: family, house, possessions, money, and land.
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