JANUARY 11  -  MORNING and EVENING
Nehemiah 1:3-4 --"The survivors who are left from the captivity in the province are there in great distress and reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken down, and its gates are burned with fire."  So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.

O Lord, give to Your church today Nehemiahs whose hearts are broken over the low condition of Your people, men of fasting and prayer, men who cannot rest until they see revival come, the church prosper, and Your promises fulfilled, men who will not let You go until You bless them (Gen. 32:26).  May the leaders of Your church and the heads of households in the congregation be such men.  May we have such zeal for Zion, Your people, Your kingdom, as Nehemiah had for the health and well-being of physical Zion.  May we be able to truly sing, “For her my tears shall fall, to her my prayers ascend; to her my cares and toils be given till toils and cares shall end.”  As Your people assemble this week, stir us to pray for our own congregation and for the church of our day.  May we be faithful rebuilders, burdened over the conditions of society in our own day and determined by Your grace and power to change them.

JANUARY 12  -  MORNING

Nehemiah 2:4-5, 8 -- Then the king said to me, "What do you request?" So I prayed to the God of heaven.  And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' tombs, that I may rebuild it." …And the king granted them to me according to the good hand of my God upon me.

May we be people of prayer as Nehemiah was, O Lord, people of continued, regular prayer, whose whole pattern of life is a life of prayer – those who “pray without ceasing” (I Thess.5:17).  Then when momentary “arrow” prayers are hurriedly offered on the spur of the moment, in time of crisis, these prayers will not be “foxhole religion,” out of accord with the pattern of life, but a part of it, growing out of it.  Nehemiah had been fasting and praying for months before this providential opportunity opened to him.  Prayer was the air he breathed, the atmosphere of his life.  May we be people whose prayers are heard and answered because “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much in its working” (James 5:16).  Let us experience Your good hand upon us in answers to prayer.  May our desire above any other reputation be to be known as a man or woman of God, a person of prayer, for Your glory.  May we set an example of true godliness that others may follow.  May Your people see in us great zeal for Your name and Your cause.

JANUARY 12  -  EVENING
Nehemiah 2:11-13, 17-18 -- So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days.  Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me; I told no one what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem; nor was there any animal with me, except the one on which I rode.  And I went out by night through the Valley Gate to the Serpent Well and the Refuse Gate, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which were burned with fire….Then I said to them, "You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach."  And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me, and also of the king's words that he had spoken to me. So they said, "Let us rise up and build." Then they set their hands to this good work.

Let us follow this spiritual example, O Lord, and lay definite plans before we propose ways of accomplishing Your work.  Let us carefully evaluate situations beforehand and prayerfully estimate what is needed.  Give us spiritual wisdom to know what needs to be done and how it would be best done.  Give us boldness in making proposals to leaders of Your people, and give them open and receptive hearts to that which is Scriptural.  Give Your leaders a vision and a will to work.  Give us great zeal for Zion, Your city, O God, Your eternal kingdom.  May we have wisdom and leadership to call upon Your people to rebuild the walls of Zion.  Enable us to motivate men toward godly purposes.  Show us, and show others through us, that there is no contradiction between godly piety and careful, systematic planning and organization.  Give Your people the gift of administration.

JANUARY 13  -  MORNING and EVENING
Nehemiah 3:1,3,8,10,28,5 -- Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests and built the Sheep Gate; they consecrated it and hung its doors. They built as far as the Tower of the Hundred, and consecrated it, then as far as the Tower of Hananel….

Also the sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate; they laid its beams and hung its doors with its bolts and bars….Next to him Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, one of the goldsmiths, made repairs. Also next to him Hananiah, one of the perfumers, made repairs; and they fortified Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall….Next to them Jedaiah the son of Harumaph made repairs in front of his house. And next to him Hattush the son of Hashabniah made repairs.

Beyond the Horse Gate the priests made repairs, each in front of his own house….Next to them the Tekoites made repairs; but their nobles did not put their shoulders to the work of their Lord.
In the crucial work of building Your kingdom in every age, You have given different gifts to different individuals, and assigned tasks to each (I Cor.12; Eph.4:1-16).  Rally Your people to Your cause, O Lord, and open our eyes to see that “many hands make light work.”  Cause those who do not join in to be ashamed.  Cause Your people each to evaluate his own gifts to discover, develop, and use what You have given him or her for the edification of the whole body.  Enable us by Your grace to challenge the people of God, to set before them the great opportunity, privilege, and responsibility of serving the King of kings.  Make us organizing men for Your glory, unwilling to drift along with no plan and haphazard methods of operation.

JANUARY 14  -  MORNING
Nehemiah 4:1-3 -- But it so happened, when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, that he was furious and very indignant, and mocked the Jews.  And he spoke before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, "What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they complete it in a day? Will they revive the stones from the heaps of rubbish -- stones that are burned?"  Now Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, "Whatever they build, if even a fox goes up on it, he will break down their stone wall."

O Lord, at times the opposition to Your work seems too great to overcome.  The enemies of Your people are numerous and persistent; they constantly rail against us, mocking, taunting relentlessly.  They seek to hinder and overthrow the work we are trying to do, sometimes openly and violently, and sometimes in subtle, devious ways.  Your people often grow weary from the struggle.  We tend to become frustrated in the face of continual grumbling and gossip and persecution.  Give Your people strength and determination, O Lord!  Cause us to stand fast for Your name and cause.  May Your kingdom advance and flourish in the midst of the most intense opposition.  Give us true optimism as we contemplate the victory You have already won, the victory You are winning and will ultimately win.  What a comfort to know that Christ is building His church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it!  (Matt.16:18).

JANUARY 14  EVENING
Nehemiah 4:6, 9, 16 -- So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had a mind to work….Nevertheless we made our prayer to our God, and because of them we set a watch against them day and night….So it was, from that time on, that half of my servants worked at construction, while the other half held the spears, the shields, the bows, and wore armor; and the leaders were behind all the house of Judah.

May the work of the Jews on the wall of Jerusalem set an example for us to follow in doing Your work today, Lord.  All of the people, great and small, took part according to their gifts.  The work was divided among them so that it was not too great a burden on any one person or group.  The people worked industriously and zealously, out of love for You.  Give us such zeal, perseverance and wisdom as we work.  Give us, Lord, the proper balance between reliance upon You in faith, on the one hand, and on the other, preparation, and exertion of energy.  There is always a danger of imbalance on one side or the other: either “trust” without a willingness to work, which is not true trust at all, or self-reliance which attempts to work in our own strength.  Give us strong faith, and also the desire, willingness, and ability to work hard for Your cause.  Give us this balance as a congregation.  Give us also a balance between trust in You and defense against the enemy.  “And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long; steals on the ear the distant triumph song.  And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.  Hallelujah!”               

JANUARY 15  MORNING and EVENING
Nehemiah 5:6-7, 9-10, 14-15 -- And I became very angry when I heard their outcry and these words.  After serious thought, I rebuked the nobles and rulers, and said to them, "Each of you is exacting usury from his brother." So I called a great assembly against them….Then I said, "What you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in the fear of our God because of the reproach of the nations, our enemies? I also, with my brethren and my servants, am lending them money and grain. Please, let us stop this usury!”… Moreover, from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year until the thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes, twelve years, neither I nor my brothers ate the governor's provisions.  But the former governors who were before me laid burdens on the people, and took from them bread and wine, besides forty shekels of silver. Yes, even their servants bore rule over the people, but I did not do so, because of the fear of God.

If it were not enough that the enemies from without were oppressing Your people, enemies from within were tearing down the fellowship through selfishness, greed, and materialism.  You have shown us that it is so in every age of the church’s life, O Lord.  Overthrow the works of those who would disrupt the fellowship of believers.  Give Your people a true sense of brotherhood, that we will not only refrain from exacting interest from each other, but also seek to meet our brother’s need, spiritual and physical.  Give a compassion for the weak and poor.  May we do good to all men, especially to those who are of the household of faith (Gal.6:10).  Give us godly rulers like Nehemiah in church and state, rulers who will enforce Your law. 

JANUARY 16  -  MORNING and EVENING
Nehemiah 6:3,6,11,15-16 -- So I sent messengers to them, saying, "I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?"… It is reported among the nations, and Geshem says, that you and the Jews plan to rebel; therefore, according to these rumors, you are rebuilding the wall, that you may be their king. ….So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days.  And it happened, when all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations around us saw these things, that they were very disheartened in their own eyes; for they perceived that this work was done by our God.  

May our accomplishments cause the enemies of Your church to be amazed and ashamed and to see that the work has been accomplished only with the help of our God.  Give us rulers like Nehemiah in our church and state, who do not fear the faces of men, who do not exploit the people but give unselfishly of themselves, their time, energy, and wealth to do the work of Your kingdom.  Give us a sense of urgency and importance in the work that we do, O God.  Give us discipline and strength to oppose the enemies of the truth effectively, to deal wisely with all that would unnecessarily sap our time and energy, to deal maturely with misrepresentation, misunderstanding, and questioning of our motives.  How it hurts your servants, when they are genuinely concerned for the spiritual well-being of others, and yet are treated as if they are out for their own advancement, prestige, and material gain.  Give singleness of purpose to steadfastly refuse to be turned aside from the tasks You have set before us.

JANUARY 17  -  MORNING
Nehemiah 7:5-6, 64, 66 -- Then my God put it into my heart to gather the nobles, the rulers, and the people, that they might be registered by genealogy. And I found a register of the genealogy of those who had come up in the first return, and found written in it:  These are the people of the province who came back from the captivity, of those who had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away, and who returned to Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to his city….These sought their listing among those who were registered by genealogy, but it was not found; therefore they were excluded from the priesthood as defiled….Altogether the whole assembly was forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty...

Again and again in Ezra and Nehemiah, in the days of restoration from captivity, Your word underscores the importance of family solidarity – Your dealing with Your people in lines of generations.  Here the immediate concern is with family plots of land and the legitimacy of priestly descent, but ultimately the careful plotting of genealogy points to the coming of Christ in the line of Judah and David.  You also show us here the significance of our own heritage, physically and spiritually, and the great importance of handing down the rich heritage of the faith to our children and grandchildren.

JANUARY 17  -  EVENING

Nehemiah 8:1, 3, 5-6 -- Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded Israel ....Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law ....And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up.  And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. Then all the people answered, "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.

Give Your people today such eagerness, expectancy, and anticipation as they approach to hear Your word read and proclaimed, O Lord!  Give us such attentiveness as the word is being opened, from the youngest to the oldest.  May all the people gather as one man on the coming Lord’s Day to the appointed place of worship with the same desires.  Here the people of Israel actually asked that the law of God be brought and read.  Their attention and affection was glued upon the word.  Give Your ministers such a sense of eagerness and expectancy as they prepare to read and preach Your word, and give Your people such a sense of eagerness and expectancy as they prepare to hear to their salvation and edification. 

JANUARY 18  -  MORNING
Nehemiah 8:7-8, 13 -- Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law; and the people stood in their place.  So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading ....Now on the second day the heads of the fathers' houses of all the people, with the priests and Levites, were gathered to Ezra the scribe, in order to understand the words of the Law.

May Your ministers and church leaders be engaged in this very same activity, O Lord: may they read from Your word clearly and give the sense, so that the people understand the reading.  May the ears of all the people be attentive to Your word, and may preachers and teachers help them to understand it and apply it to their lives.  Give those who preach, clarity of mind and speech.  Give them the power of Your Holy Spirit.  May Your word convict of sin and comfort those who turn to You in repentance.  What need there is in Your church for clear teaching, clear explanation, illustration, and application of Your word.  May this gift be continually exercised among us.  Give us all hearts that are responsive and obedient to Your word.  Raise up many men in our own day who will powerfully and effectively perform this Levitical function of helping Your people to understand Your law.

JANUARY 18  -  EVENING
Nehemiah 8:9-10, 14 -- And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn nor weep." For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law.  Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength."...And they found written in the Law, which the Lord had commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month...

May the response of Your people to Your word be not only an intellectual response -- understanding its teaching – but may it also be an emotional and volitional response – a response of the whole person.  How coldly and callously we often sit under Your word, O Lord!  Here the people wept when they heard the words of the law and rejoiced when their leaders called them to see that the joy of the Lord was their strength.  And they obeyed what was taught.  When they were reminded that the law required the observance of the feast of Tabernacles, immediately they implemented it.  Give us such quick and glad response to all that Your word says to us (Rom.6:17).

JANUARY 19  -  MORNING and EVENING
Nehemiah 9:33-34, 38 -- However You are just in all that has befallen us; For You have dealt faithfully, But we have done wickedly.   Neither our kings nor our princes, Our priests nor our fathers, Have kept Your law, Nor heeded Your commandments and Your testimonies, With which You testified against them ....And because of all this, We make a sure covenant, and write it; our leaders, our Levites, and our priests seal it."

As Ezra in this great prayer recounts the history of Your dealing with Israel throughout her history, Your faithfulness is evident as well as her unfaithfulness.  It was only because of Your covenant love that Israel was preserved through bondage in Egypt and captivity in Babylon.  Show our own nation the necessity of entering into covenant with You, O God.  All good, all satisfaction, all blessing that comes to us is from Your hand; but sin is the rebelliousness of our own hearts and lives.  You cannot be tempted with evil, and You Yourself tempt no one; but each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desires (Jas.1:13-14).  Let us be careful to ascribe all good in us to Your grace, to acknowledge You as the sovereign God who orders all things according to his perfect will (Eph.1:11); and at the same time, to accept responsibility and blame for our own sin.  Enable us to grow in grace and desire after holiness (II Pet.3:18; Heb.12:14).

JANUARY 20  -  MORNING and EVENING
Nehemiah 10:28-31, 37, 39 -- Now the rest of the people -- the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the Nethinim, and all those who had separated themselves from the peoples of the lands to the Law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, everyone who had knowledge and understanding --  these joined with their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse and an oath to walk in God's Law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the Lord our Lord, and His ordinances and His statutes:  We would not give our daughters as wives to the peoples of the land, nor take their daughters for our sons;  if the peoples of the land brought wares or any grain to sell on the Sabbath day, we would not buy it from them on the Sabbath, or on a holy day; and we would forego the seventh year's produce and the exacting of every debt....to bring the firstfruits of our dough, our offerings, the fruit from all kinds of trees, the new wine and oil, to the priests, to the storerooms of the house of our God; and to bring the tithes of our land to the Levites, for the Levites should receive the tithes in all our farming communities....For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the grain, of the new wine and the oil, to the storerooms where the articles of the sanctuary are, where the priests who minister and the gatekeepers and the singers are; and we will not neglect the house of our God.”

May Your church and its leaders enter into such a covenant with You today, O Lord, to keep Your commandments.  Antinomianism is rampant in our land, and even in its churches.  People believe they are not obligated to keep Your laws, particularly the Sabbath and the tithe.  Open our eyes to see the sin of withholding from You that required portion of our time and money which indicates Your ownership over all (Mal.3:8-12).  May we so love You that we will desire to obey You from the heart in a way that is not burdensome, and not merely out of obligation and duty (I John 5:3).  Thank You for establishing Your covenant with our family and congregation.  Here we also see that nobles and peoples are “brothers” before You, for they have one Lord to whom they must give account (Rom.14:10-12; I Cor.12:4-6; Eph.4:4-6).  Unite the people of God in our society around the truth of Your word – the wealthy and the poor, the leaders and the people, the educated and the uneducated, and the people of different denominations.

JANUARY 21  -  MORNING
Nehemiah 11:1-2 -- Now the leaders of the people dwelt at Jerusalem; the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine-tenths were to dwell in other cities.  And the people blessed all the men who willingly offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem.

What a radical concept of kingdom building, that people would be willing to move their residence from one place to another in order to facilitate the work of God and the glory of Your name.  Give Your people today such commitment to Your cause, such “zeal for Your house,” that our earthly comfort and preferences are expendable (Psa.69:9; John 2:17).  Give leaders in Your church the ability to motivate the people to sacrificial service.  Enable Her leaders to set before them the great claims of Your kingdom upon their lives, as well as the promises and blessing that attend obedience.  Give our family and each of us as individuals this view of life, that we will not tenaciously cling to our life and its pleasures, but be willing to take up the cross of persecution if necessary and give up whatever it takes to promote Your glory in the earth.   “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”  “What will it profit a man, if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?” (Mark 8:34-38).  May Your people bless all the men in Your church who willing offer themselves, and enable us to become such men.

JANUARY 21  -  EVENING
Nehemiah 12:27, 31, 36, 38, 43 -- Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings and singing, with cymbals and stringed instruments and harps....So I brought the leaders of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two large thanksgiving choirs. One went to the right hand on the wall toward the Refuse Gate....and his brethren, Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of God. Ezra the scribe went before them....The other thanksgiving choir went the opposite way, and I was behind them with half of the people on the wall, going past the Tower of the Ovens as far as the Broad Wall...Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off.

May our own worship on the Lord’s Day be characterized by great joy, as this worship was, O Lord.  May it be organized, done decently and in order (I Cor.14:40), yet at the same time have this note of spontaneity and be worship from the heart and with all the heart (Isa.29:13; Matt.15:8-9).  May that worship come after a full week’s work, and may Your people have the same kind of satisfaction in kingdom work that the Jews had under Ezra and Nehemiah in the rebuilding of the temple and the wall of Jerusalem.

JANUARY 22  -  MORNING
Nehemiah 12:43 --Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off.

Give Your people true joy, O Lord.  We can truly rejoice only when our God has made us rejoice with great joy.  Teach us to “rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil.4:4), but especially give us joy in seeing Zion established, in seeing Your true people, the true temple, the city of God,  built up.  May the joy of Jerusalem be heard afar off.  Give Your people joy in the presence of the nations, that the nations  will hear and envy and long to enter into that joy.  Forgive our gloom and pessimism.  Give us a contagious spirit of joy and zeal.  Teach us to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep (Rom.12:15).  Teach us to rejoice even in adversity.  May our joy in worship lead to careful planning and zealous work in ordering our worship and service, as it did in the day of Nehemiah.  Some were appointed over the storehouses and the gathering of the offerings, and the people provided for the sustenance of the priests and Levites.  Let us as well do all things “decently and in order” (I Cor.14:40).

JANUARY 22  -  EVENING
Nehemiah 13:4-5, 10, 15, 23, 30 -- Now before this, Eliashib the priest, having authority over the storerooms of the house of our God, was allied with Tobiah.  And he had prepared for him a large room, where previously they had stored the grain offerings, the frankincense, the articles, the tithes of grain, the new wine and oil, which were commanded to be given to the Levites and singers and gatekeepers, and the offerings for the priests....I also realized that the portions for the Levites had not been given them; for each of the Levites and the singers who did the work had gone back to his field....In those days I saw people in Judah treading wine presses on the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and loading donkeys with wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. And I warned them about the day on which they were selling provisions....In those days I also saw Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab....Thus I cleansed them of everything pagan....

In the absence of their leader the people drifted back into pagan practices.  May it not be so among us!  May Your people so mature in their faith that they will be able to stand on their own two feet, in the power of the Holy Spirit, discerning enough to make Biblical decisions on their own, without having someone stand over them.  Raise up godly leaders among the people, O God, men who will be concerned for the purity of Your house and Sabbath.  And yet also raise up a godly people who will not be so dependent upon their leaders that they will falter if their leaders falter or receiving false prophets, refusal to tithe, breaking Your Sabbaths, intermarriage with those who are not Your people fall if their leaders are taken away from them.  Enable Your people to see that the practices of receiving false teachers, refusal to tithe, breaking Your Sabbath, and intermarriage with those who are not Your people are pagan and displeasing to You.

JANUARY 23  -  MORNING
Nehemiah 13:17-19 -- Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said to them, "What evil thing is this that you do, by which you profane the Sabbath day?  Did not your fathers do thus, and did not our God bring all this disaster on us and on this city? Yet you bring added wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath."  So it was, at the gates of Jerusalem, as it began to be dark before the Sabbath, that I commanded the gates to be shut, and charged that they must not be opened till after the Sabbath. Then I posted some of my servants at the gates, so that no burdens would be brought in on the Sabbath day.

How easy it is to forget the examples of Scripture, or even to forget our own experience.  Teach us the joy and blessing of keeping the Sabbath.  Show us that the Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath (Mark 2:27).  What a privilege we miss when we allow the busy schedule of life to crowd out rest from our labor, and family and private worship.  Give us a longing to commune with You on Your day.  May we have our work well in hand this week so that we will be able to truly rest and be refreshed on the Lord’s Day.  Enable us to convey to others the great benefits of the Sabbath and to show it to them as a way of glorifying You.

JANUARY 23  -  EVENING
Nehemiah 13:14, 22, 29, 31 -- Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God, and for its services! ...And I commanded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, and that they should go and guard the gates, to sanctify the Sabbath day. Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me according to the greatness of Your mercy! ....Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites ....Remember me, O my God, for good!

What a man of prayer Nehemiah was!  Nine times in this book we find him praying in the midst of the most difficult circumstances (1:4;  2:4;  4:4, 9;  5:19;  6:9, 14;  13:14, 22, 29, 30).  He does not forget to commit his way to You.  And his prayers most often call upon You to “remember.”  You do not forget anything, O Lord, but we may freely set our case and our cause before You and ask You to remember us, according to Your steadfast love.  And we may call upon You to remember our enemies who taunt us and oppose our work which we seek to do for You.  We thank you that we may call upon You to remember Your gracious promises which You have made to Your people.  O Lord, teach us to pray!  Please remember us, even when we forget You!
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