APRIL 24  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 1:1-2 -- Now the Lord spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying:  "Take a census of all the congregation of the children of Israel, by their families, by their fathers' houses, according to the number of names, every male individually...”

You know Your own by name, O Lord (John 10:3,14); even the very hairs of our head are all numbered (Matt.10:30).  You commanded this numbering of Israel in the wilderness for military purposes and for tribal and family identity and distinction. But later in Israel’s history, You condemned David for seeking to number Israel  (II Sam.24; I Chron.21).   It must have been from a motive of pride that David wanted to number the fighting men of Israel; but here Your people were obeying You and trusting in You.  Let our trust not be in numbers, in armed men, or in military might, but in You, O God.  May our nation be strong militarily, yet may its true defense be in the Lord our God (Psa.20:7-8).  Give Your church a right conception of numbers.  Keep us from prideful preoccupation with numerical growth or a prideful disdain for growing churches, thinking we are small because  we are pure and faithful.  Give us a longing to see multitudes truly bow before Christ.  Give us the kind of healthy reporting of numbers that is seen in the book of Acts (2:41, etc.).  Give humility before You, dependence upon You, fear of displeasing You, and obedience to Your commands.   Use the book of Numbers to teach us about the numbering of Your people and the great danger of rebelling against You as Israel later did in the wilderness.

APRIL 25  -  MORNING and EVENING

Numbers 2:2, 34 -- "Everyone of the children of Israel shall camp by his own standard, beside the emblems of his father's house; they shall camp some distance from the tabernacle of meeting”....Thus the children of Israel did according to all that the Lord commanded Moses; so they camped by their standards and so they broke camp, each one by his family, according to their fathers' houses.

As the people of Israel camped with the tabernacle, the symbol of Your dwelling among Your people, at the center of the camp, so Christ, “God with us,” has dwelt among us and is even now the center around which Your church is organized (Isa.7:14; Matt.1:23; John 1:14; 2:19-22).  May our own family be joined together under the standard of Christ, and may our congregation be a faithful collection of families organized around Christ as our Center.  Give order and direction to Your people, in our worship, government, service, and outreach. May all things be done  “decently and in order”  (I Cor. 14:40).  Give each family among Your people the faithfulness to “sweep its own doorstep,” to protect and build that area of its wall which has been assigned to it (Neh. 3:28-29), that many hands may make light work.

APRIL 26  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 3:12-13 -- "Now behold, I Myself have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of every firstborn who opens the womb among the children of Israel. Therefore the Levites shall be Mine, because all the firstborn are Mine. On the day that I struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, I sanctified to Myself all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast. They shall be Mine: I am the Lord."

The first fruits of everything belong to You, O Lord, as a token of the whole. All our earnings, our property, time, talents – even our family.  Take it all, and use it to bring honor to Your name.  Keep us from selfishly withholding from You or from others.  Forgive all our wrong attitudes with regard to possessions.  May our attitude toward what we own be that of the “good Samaritan,” whose motto was, “What’s mine is God’s, and therefore it’s yours if you need it” (Luke 10:33-37).  The Levite who passed by on the other side of the road should have remembered that he himself was set apart as the first born that belonged to God (Luke 10:32), and that he was particularly entrusted with the care of the poor (Mal.2:4-9; Deut.15:7-8).  There is no priestly class among us today, designated by family line and inheritance; and yet You have called men to serve You by preaching Your gospel as a full time vocation and administrating the work of Your church.  May those whom You have called to this work devote themselves fully to this calling.  Use each of us, whatever our vocation, for Your glory and the good of others.  Whatever our hand finds to do, may we do it with all our might, heartily as unto the Lord and not unto men (Ecc.9:10; Col.3:23).  May we especially see our children as belonging to You for Your service and teach them to have this attitude and train them for service.

APRIL 27  -  MORNING and EVENING

Numbers 4:15 -- "And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp is set to go, then the sons of Kohath shall come to carry them; but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These are the things in the tabernacle of meeting which the sons of Kohath are to carry.”

Just as You appointed the sons of Gershom to carry the tent, the sons of Kohath the furnishings, and the sons of Merari the frames, so You have given a diversity of gifts and tasks in Your church today, O Lord.  Call faithful men to guard and propagate Your truth.  Keep us from taking “holy things” lightly.  Let these words be a reminder to us of how seriously You take Your own commands and warnings, how holy You are, and what awe, reverence, and obedience You demand and deserve.  We have no earthly tabernacle and priest in the old covenant sense, but You have called pastors, teachers, elders to care for Your “house,” Your people, Your church.  Give them Your Spirit, that they may make diligent use of the particular gifts and calling with which You have entrusted them, and let them carry out their assigned tasks diligently for Your glory.  Let every member, every priest, use the gifts You have given for the edification of the whole body.
APRIL 28  -  MORNING
Numbers 5:6-7 -- "Speak to the children of Israel: 'When a man or woman commits any sin that men commit in unfaithfulness against the Lord, and that person is guilty, then he shall confess the sin which he has committed. He shall make restitution for his trespass in full, plus one-fifth of it, and give it to the one he has wronged.’ ”

This passage shows us, Lord, that it is not enough to confess a sin with our lips or in our heart.  If we have sinned against another person, we must make things right with them.  True confession of sin will result in amendment of life.  May this principle of restitution be rediscovered in our society today, in Your church, and in our individual lives.  Give us the grace to make full restitution to whom restitution is due.  It is so easy to be blind to our own sins, and particularly easy to overlook the ways that we should follow up confession of sin and demonstrate true repentance.  How many “loose ends” there are among us, O Lord; things that have never been dealt with Your way, things which have been “swept under the carpet” which come back to hurt Your people.  Give us the knowledge and desire and ability to deal with these things Biblically.

APRIL 28  -  EVENING

Numbers 5:14-15, 19, 24 -- 'if the spirit of jealousy comes upon him and he becomes jealous of his wife, who has defiled herself; or if the spirit of jealousy comes upon him and he becomes jealous of his wife, although she has not defiled herself -- then the man shall bring his wife to the priest. He shall bring the offering required for her, one-tenth of an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no oil on it and put no frankincense on it, because it is a grain offering of jealousy, an offering for remembering, for bringing iniquity to remembrance....And the priest shall put her under oath, and say to the woman, "If no man has lain with you, and if you have not gone astray to uncleanness while under your husband's authority, be free from this bitter water that brings a curse.” ...And he shall make the woman drink the bitter water that brings a curse, and the water that brings the curse shall enter her to become bitter.’

In the older covenant You provided this means of detecting unfaithfulness by a miraculous sign, O Lord.  We have no such test between husbands and wives today; but give professing Christians a sense of the need for openness, honesty, and faithfulness in the marriage relationship.  Cause us to set aside the first temptations to unfaithful thoughts, words, and deeds.  May a holy dread come upon Your church today, a dread of physical and spiritual adultery.  Open our eyes to see how heinous this sin is in Your sight –a spiritual treason—and cause us to fear displeasing You.  Remind us that Your law required execution for adultery as well as for murder.  Sins against marriage undermine the very stability of social order itself.  Give husbands and wives a true faithfulness to You and to one another.

APRIL 29  -  MORNING
Numbers 6:2-3, 5-6 -- 'When either a man or woman consecrates an offering to take the vow of a Nazirite, to separate himself to the Lord, he shall separate himself from wine and similar drink; he shall drink neither vinegar made from wine nor vinegar made from similar drink; neither shall he drink any grape juice, nor eat fresh grapes or raisins....All the days of the vow of his separation no razor shall come upon his head; until the days are fulfilled for which he separated himself to the Lord, he shall be holy. Then he shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow. All the days that he separates himself to the Lord he shall not go near a dead body.’ 

O God, the separation, consecration, or setting apart of the Nazirite symbolizes the difference between life and death – life in relation to You and Your law, and death in relation to sin.  This separation from fermentation and corruption indicates that Your people are set apart for a life of holiness.  Though these particular forms and symbols are no longer observed, the need for holiness remains.  May we think often today of the need to be different from the world, to be set apart for You.  O God, enable us to seek Your will in all things and obey all Your commands.  May we not be conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of our minds, that we might approve that good and acceptable and perfect will of God (Rom.12:1-2).

APRIL 29  -  EVENING

Numbers 6:22-27 -- And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:  "Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 'This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them:  "The Lord bless you and keep you;  The Lord make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to you;  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peace." '   So they shall put My name on the children of Israel, and I will bless them."

Lord, may we receive this blessing today upon ourselves and be able to proclaim it upon others. Your presence, O Lord is blessing; Your absence is a curse.  May Your people have a heart to bless one another and call down Your blessing upon one another.  Especially may Your ministers of the gospel have hearts of compassion for Your people and long for the outpouring of Your favor upon them.  May they be empowered and anointed to truly pronounce this blessing upon Your people in public worship.  As this benediction is pronounced, may it not be mere words but an earnest desire for Your face to shine upon us.  And may the light of Your presence be the most sought-after gift among us.  “For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness Who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (II Cor. 4:6).

APRIL 30  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 7:1-3 -- Now it came to pass, when Moses had finished setting up the tabernacle, that he anointed it and consecrated it and all its furnishings, and the altar and all its utensils; so he anointed them and consecrated them.  Then the leaders of Israel, the heads of their fathers' houses, who were the leaders of the tribes and over those who were numbered, made an offering.  And they brought their offering before the Lord, six covered carts and twelve oxen, a cart for every two of the leaders, and for each one an ox; and they presented them before the tabernacle.

These offerings of the princes of Israel indicate, O Lord, that You are worthy of the very best and the first of all that we have, not merely leftovers which we can conveniently spare.  May our national and civil leaders, as well as the leaders of Your church, recognize You as their sovereign and as worthy of their greatest gifts.  Take our silver and our gold, hands and voice, mind and energies, and use them for Your glory today.  May our giving be planned and calculated, proportionate and generous.  But especially, may it be from hearts that overflow with love and gratitude to You.  Give to Your church men of wealth and influence who will give generously to Your work without prideful strings attached.  Not many who are powerful and of noble birth are called, but You have called a few (I Cor.1:26).  Cleanse them and use them.

MAY 1  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 8:14, 16-17, 19 -- "Thus you shall separate the Levites from among the children of Israel, and the Levites shall be Mine....For they are wholly given to Me from among the children of Israel; I have taken them for Myself instead of all who open the womb, the firstborn of all the children of Israel. For all the firstborn among the children of Israel are Mine, both man and beast; on the day that I struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified them to Myself....And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the children of Israel, to do the work for the children of Israel in the tabernacle of meeting, and to make atonement for the children of Israel, that there be no plague among the children of Israel when the children of Israel come near the sanctuary."

We give our own children back to You, O Lord.  You have given them to us, and we acknowledge Your ownership and rule over them and us.  Call them to whatever vocation You will.  Give them whatever station in life is pleasing to You.  Give them hearts filled with love and gratitude to You and lives of obedient service.  We also acknowledge our own obligation to You, for we are not our own, but we have been purchased with a price (I Cor.6:20).  May we recognize Your sovereign right over our lives even this day.  We realize that there are no Levites or priest in Your church today in the older covenant sense, but You have called men to serve You as a daily occupation, and we thank You for this calling which You have given to some.  May it be to them a privilege to be able to study Your word and teach it as a vocation.  May they handle this responsibility as a great stewardship and be faithful in the work You have given them to do.  May they be a great blessing to the church. If it is Your will, give us children who will consider and follow a church vocation.

MAY 2  -  MORNING
Numbers 9:9-11. 13 -- Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'If anyone of you or your posterity is unclean because of a corpse, or is far away on a journey, he may still keep the Lord's Passover. On the fourteenth day of the second month, at twilight, they may keep it. They shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs....But the man who is clean and is not on a journey, and ceases to keep the Passover, that same person shall be cut off from among his people, because he did not bring the offering of the Lord at its appointed time; that man shall bear his sin.’ ”

Your law often makes provision for exceptional cases, O Lord, as it does here with regard to a person who is unclean or on a journey. Yet the principles are consistent and unchanging.  This person was still to keep Your Passover, even though it could be on a different day.  Give us grace and wisdom to be obedient to You in heart, speech, and behavior, in whatever changing or complex situations we find ourselves.  In our modern, mobile world, enable us to keep Your Sabbath from the heart and put it into practice in our family life.  Make it clear to Your people that we are keeping the Passover when we observe the Lord’s Supper, for “Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us” (I Cor. 5:7).

MAY 2  -  EVENING

Numbers 9:16-18 -- So it was always: the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of fire by night.  Whenever the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, after that the children of Israel would journey; and in the place where the cloud settled, there the children of Israel would pitch their tents.  At the command of the Lord the children of Israel would journey, and at the command of the Lord they would camp; as long as the cloud stayed above the tabernacle they remained encamped.

Give us such instant and complete obedience that we move at Your word without question and without grumbling.  You certainly know what is best for us, even though we cannot see it ourselves.  Forgive us that we have so often been motivated by our own selfish inclinations or the thoughts and pressures of men.  Our hearts are slow to hear and understand.  Our wills are stubborn and rebellious, slow to move when Your will is so direct and clear in Your word.  Give us the earnest desire to discipline our lives and grow toward total submission day by day.  May we see progress and be encouraged and blessed as Your will becomes more and more important to us.  Today may we follow the Light of the World and not walk in darkness, but have the Light of Life (John 8:12).

MAY 3  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 10:29, 35-36 –And Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses' father-in-law, "We are setting out for the place of which the Lord said, 'I will give it to you.' Come with us, and we will treat you well; for the Lord has promised good things to Israel."...So it was, whenever the ark set out, that Moses said: "Rise up, O Lord! Let Your enemies be scattered, And let those who hate You flee before You."  And when it rested, he said: "Return, O Lord, To the many thousands of Israel."

Thank You for Your covenant promises to Your people, Lord, for the good that You promise and fulfill in our midst.  Thank You that we can invite others to partake of covenant benefits.  Forgive us for not openly, consistently making this offer more than we do.  Give us such satisfaction in covenant love that we will gladly and naturally sound the note of invitation.  May it be so evident that You dwell in the midst of Your people that others desire to join us.  May we be able to point to Your obvious covenant blessings among us and the scattering of all who oppose us.  Manifest Your presence in our midst by Your Holy Spirit.  On the Lord’s Day as we assemble, impress upon us the necessity of Your meeting with us and dwelling among us.

MAY 4  - MORNING

Numbers 11:4-6, 33 -- Now the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense craving; so the children of Israel also wept again and said: "Who will give us meat to eat? We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all except this manna before our eyes!"...But while the meat was still between their teeth, before it was chewed, the wrath of the Lord was aroused against the people, and the Lord struck the people with a very great plague.

What an ugly thing ingratitude is!  How can those who profess to be Your people be guilty of such murmuring, complaining, and rebellion?  This is a great danger in every generation, and Your people today are not exempt from such attitudes.  We are tempted ourselves, in far more subtle ways, to distrust You and to substitute our own selfish wills for Your will.  Forgive us, Lord, for backward glances, for wishing things were as they were in the past, for being discontent in the present and distrustful about the future.  Teach us to go forward in Your strength and to be content in whatever state we are in (Phil.4:11-13), to “do all things without grumbling and complaining” (Phil.2:14).  Give wisdom in dealing with those who rebel against Your word.

MAY 4  -  EVENING
Numbers 11:13-14,16,17,29 -- "Where am I to get meat to give to all these people? For they weep all over me, saying, 'Give us meat, that we may eat.' I am not able to bear all these people alone, because the burden is too heavy for me.”...So the Lord said to Moses: "Gather to Me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tabernacle of meeting, that they may stand there with you. Then I will come down and talk with you there. I will take of the Spirit that is upon you and will put the same upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, that you may not bear it yourself alone....Then Moses said to him, "Are you zealous for my sake? Oh, that all the Lord's people were prophets and that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them!"

Our insufficiency is ever before us, O Lord (II Cor.2:16).  The problems among Your people are far too numerous and weighty for one man to handle alone.  Give Your church leaders, and a plurality of leadership.  The churches around us far too often are “one man shows,” run by men with natural abilities for administration but who seem far too eager to be the boss and lord it over the flock (I Pet.5:1-4).  Give Your leaders the comradeship of faithful men who will govern, men full of the Spirit and of wisdom who will lead through serving (Acts 6:3).  Let your ministers and elders not jealously guard their position or authority out of pride, but let them be eager to share it with others whom You would raise up.  Give Your church a true yearning to see in practice the parity of elders and the priesthood of all believers (I Pet.5:1-4; 2:9).  Give our leaders the vision for the equipping of the saints unto the work of ministry (Eph.4:11-12).  Call Your church in the governing of itself under Christ to return to the principles of Scripture which are seen here in Moses’ ministry and that of the elders.

MAY 5  -  MORNING
Numbers 12:1-3, 6-8 – Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married; for he had married an Ethiopian woman. So they said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?” And the Lord heard it.  (Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth.)....Then He said, “Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a dream. Not so with My servant Moses; he is faithful in all My house.  I speak with him face to face, even plainly, and not in dark sayings; and he sees the form of the Lord.  Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant Moses?”
Cause Your people today to be afraid to speak against Your servants when they faithfully speak for You and stand upon Your word.  O Lord, we know that if this truth applies to Your ministers today, it also requires that they be men who are meek in Your sight.  Search them and show them those areas in their lives that are displeasing to You, and bring those areas into harmony with Your will.  Give all Your people submission to godly rulers, and cause them to give encouragement and support.  How desperately our leaders – and we ourselves – need the work of Your Holy Spirit in their lives, that they may manifest the fruit of the Spirit and be poor in spirit, mourn over sin, be meek, hunger and thirst after righteousness, be merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, and willing to be persecuted for righteousness’ sake (Gal.5:22-23; Matt.5:1-12).  May Your people obey their leaders and submit to them, knowing that they keep watch over their souls as men who must give account.  Let Your people do this with joy and not with grief, knowing that to do otherwise would be unprofitable for them (Heb.13:17).

MAY 5  -  EVENING
Numbers 13:25, 27-28, 30-31 -- And they returned from spying out the land after forty days....Then they told him, and said: "We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there.”...Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, "Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it."  But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we."

Lord, may we be people of faith and courage like Caleb.  Give us boldness to act on Your promises when the way of fulfillment seems difficult, or even impossible.  May we have the confidence that we can do all things through Him who strengthens us (Phil.4:13).  Let us be willing to be in a minority, or stand alone if necessary to be on Your side.  Enable us to faithfully teach our children to stand alone in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation among whom they shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life (Phil.2:15-16).  Make us faithful and consistent to the end, as Caleb was (Josh.14:6-14).

MAY 6  -  MORNING

Numbers 14:15-18 -- "Now if You kill these people as one man, then the nations which have heard of Your fame will speak, saying,  'Because the Lord was not able to bring this people to the land which He swore to give them, therefore He killed them in the wilderness.' And now, I pray, let the power of my Lord be great, just as You have spoken, saying,  'The Lord is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He by no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation.' ”

Teach us to pray like Moses, O Lord, to intercede for Your people on the basis of Your own name and honor, to present Your own promises to You and call upon You to fulfill them, to  vindicate Your own righteousness before the nations.  Our nation and the church of our day surely deserve Your judgment.  But let us pray for them and long to see men bow before Your sovereign rule.  In wrath remember mercy (Hab.3:2).  Make it clear to the nations that You have called a people and blessed them and that in them You are exalting Your name and blessing the nations (Gen.12:3; 18:18).  Do not let Your church languish and falter, but shake it from complacency and revive it!

MAY 6  -  EVENING
Numbers 14:32-33, 44-45 -- 'But as for you, your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness.  And your sons shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty years, and bear the brunt of your infidelity, until your carcasses are consumed in the wilderness’...But they presumed to go up to the mountaintop; nevertheless, neither the ark of the covenant of the Lord nor Moses departed from the camp. Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who dwelt in that mountain came down and attacked them, and drove them back as far as Hormah.

When the tasks which lie before us appear to be insurmountable, remind us of the faithlessness of the Israelites in the wilderness, first doubting Your power, then attempting to conquer in their own strength and seeking to fight where You have not promised to bless.  Forgive our lack of faith in You, O Lord, our fear of men, our excuse-making and rebellion and murmuring.  Give us the patience to wait upon You and the courage to act in accordance with our profession.  Give us yielded, obedient hearts, sensitive to Your will today.  Keep us from the sinful presumption that You will be with us no matter what  we do and bless our own plans.

MAY 7  -  MORNING

Numbers 15:15-16 -- 'One ordinance shall be for you of the assembly and for the stranger who dwells with you, an ordinance forever throughout your generations; as you are, so shall the stranger be before the Lord. One law and one custom shall be for you and for the stranger who dwells with you.' 

The foreigner was welcomed into the covenant community of Israel, and there is no partiality with You, O Lord.  Peter learned that, “Truly...God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable to Him” (Acts 10:34).  You have commanded Your church to disciple the nations.  Give us the zeal to go into all the world with all the gospel, with the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).  You have promised to be with us all the days  (Matt.28:20).  Help us to see the truth that Your law applies to all men without discrimination, and help us to communicate this truth effectively to those who may not be inclined to receive it.  May we not only welcome the stranger who may happen to come to our assembly of his own accord, but may we also “Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in” that Your house may be full (Luke 14:23).  “We long to see Thy churches full, that all the chosen race may with one voice and heart and soul sing Thy redeeming grace.”

Numbers 15:27, 30-31 -- ' And if a person sins unintentionally, then he shall bring a female goat in its first year as a sin offering.... But the person who does anything presumptuously, whether he is native-born or a stranger, that one brings reproach on the Lord, and he shall be cut off from among his people. Because he has despised the word of the Lord, and has broken His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt shall be upon him.' "

Guard us from sin, O Lord.  Give us a healthy fear of sin and a sensitivity to sin that will cause us to be alarmed and alerted at its initial approach.  May we know Your word and hide it in our hearts, that we might not sin against You (Psa.119:11).  May Your servants be warned by Your laws, and may we realize that in keeping them there is great reward (Psa.19:11).  “Who can understand his errors?  Cleanse me from secret faults.  Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me” (Psa.19:12-13).  Guard us from the subtle temptations that lead us into sinning unwittingly and especially the blatant temptations to rebellious sinning “with a high hand.”  We thank You that an atoning sacrifice has been made for sin.

MAY 7  -  EVENING

Numbers 15:32-35 -- Now while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man gathering sticks on the Sabbath day.  And those who found him gathering sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all the congregation.  They put him under guard, because it had not been explained what should be done to him.  Then the Lord said to Moses, "The man must surely be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him with stones outside the camp."

How lightly the people of our day take the sabbath-rest principle, O Lord.  They consider it the one “breakable” commandment, the one that really does not matter.  But it is obvious in Your law that You take the Sabbath very seriously, and that You expect Your people to take it seriously too.  Give us insight into the principles of Your law, that we will set aside the one day in seven in a way that is pleasing to You.  May it be a great blessing to our family and something which we guard very carefully for Your glory and our own good.  May it provide rest and worship and an opportunity for showing mercy.  Keep us from rationalizing about works of necessity, that we will do only those things that are truly necessary according to the principles of Your word.

Numbers 15:38-41 -- "Speak to the children of Israel: Tell them to make tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to put a blue thread in the tassels of the corners. And you shall have the tassel, that you may look upon it and remember all the commandments of the Lord and do them, and that you may not follow the harlotry to which your own heart and your own eyes are inclined, and that you may remember and do all My commandments, and be holy for your God.  I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the Lord your God."

This passage reminds us of the incident In which a woman with a flow of blood touched the hem of Christ’s garment and was healed (Matt.9:20-22).  That which was unclean touched that which was clean, and instead of the clean becoming unclean, the unclean became clean (Hag.2:12-13).  Christ is the One who remembered to do all Your commandments.  We do not wear tassels today, but remind us, O Lord, to do Your will.  Write Your word upon our hearts (Psa.40:8; Heb.10;7).  How lightly we take Your person and presence!  How little godly fear there is in us, how little yearning to be like You, to be holy as You are holy.  (Lev.11;44-45).  Do for us what we cannot do for ourselves!

MAY 8  -  MORNING

Numbers 16:1-3, 11, 28, 31-32 -- Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men; and they rose up before Moses with some of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of renown.  They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, "You take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the Lord?"..."Therefore you and all your company are gathered together against the Lord. And what is Aaron that you complain against him?"....And Moses said: "By this you shall know that the Lord has sent me to do all these works, for I have not done them of my own will.”...Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that the ground split apart under them, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the men with Korah, with all their goods.

O Lord, may we be able to say of ourselves as Moses did, “The Lord has sent me to do all these works...it has not been of my own accord.”  May any opposition which arises against us not be on account of sin in us, but only on account of Your truth and Your Spirit’s work.  Purge us of sin and selfishness, of insisting on our own way and not Yours.  Overthrow all opposition that is opposition to You and Your will.  We know that we cannot expect the earth to physically open and swallow enemies, as we are not prophets entrusted with first-hand divine revelation as Moses was, but may Your providential judgments make clear who is on Your side.  And may we be careful to be sure we are on Your side, not merely expecting You to take up our cause.

MAY 8  -  EVENING
Numbers 16:41, 44-46, 48 --On the next day all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron, saying, "You have killed the people of the Lord."...And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Get away from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment." And they fell on their faces.  So Moses said to Aaron, "Take a censer and put fire in it from the altar, put incense on it, and take it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them; for wrath has gone out from the Lord. The plague has begun."...And he stood between the dead and the living; so the plague was stopped.

O Lord, a rebellious people turn against the very ones who care for their souls as men who will have to give an account (Heb.13:17).  How often people have spoken and acted against Your ministers who meant them nothing but good and who wanted their spiritual well being above everything else.  How often Your ministers have become someone’s enemy by telling them the truth (Gal.4:16).  And how often this has been true of all Your faithful people, not only those ordained to office in the church.  Open the eyes of those who oppose the truth, before they are consumed.  Give Your ministers and Your people patience, consistency, boldness, faithfulness, and genuine love and concern for people even those whose profession seems from all outward appearance to be false.

MAY 9  -  MORNING
Numbers 17:5, 8, 12-13 -- "And it shall be that the rod of the man whom I choose will blossom; thus I will rid Myself of the complaints of the children of Israel, which they make against you.".... Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses went into the tabernacle of witness, and behold, the rod of Aaron, of the house of Levi, had sprouted and put forth buds, had produced blossoms and yielded ripe almonds....So the children of Israel spoke to Moses, saying, "Surely we die, we perish, we all perish!  Whoever even comes near the tabernacle of the Lord must die. Shall we all utterly die?"

You do not substantiate the ordinary ministry of Your servants today by miraculous signs, O Lord; but we cry out to You to substantiate the ministry of Your pastors and elders and Your people by the fruit that is borne from their ministries.  May such demonstrations of the Spirit and of power silence the murmurings of those who rebel against a Biblical concept of the ministry.  Forgive us that so little fruit has been borne in our lives, and cause us to be discontent without evidence of salvation and evidence of Your call to preach and pastor (I Tim.4:16).  Give us also the keen sensitivity to sin that the people of Israel had at this time.  Show us that we too deserve Your wrath and curse and that apart from grace we are doomed.  As Your ministers lead Your people in worship and service may they be very aware of their own sin and of the perfect sacrifice for sin.

MAY 9  -  EVENING
Numbers 18:8, 12, 20 -- And the Lord spoke to Aaron: "Here, I Myself have also given you charge of My heave offerings, all the holy gifts of the children of Israel; I have given them as a portion to you and your sons, as an ordinance forever....All the best of the oil, all the best of the new wine and the grain, their firstfruits which they offer to the Lord, I have given them to you.”...Then the Lord said to Aaron: "You shall have no inheritance in their land, nor shall you have any portion among them; I am your portion and your inheritance among the children of Israel.”

We are reminded again of the parallel between the Levites and Your ministers of the gospel today, O Lord.  Though ministers today are not priests in the older covenant sense, yet You have appointed men to serve You as a full time vocation.  You have commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel (I Cor.9:14).  They too have no lasting city here, but are strangers and pilgrims, as we all are (Heb.13:14; 11:13).  Teach them that You alone are their portion and inheritance.  Sever their dependence upon any material possession or any person or group of people, and give them ultimate satisfaction and security in Your presence and help alone.  Yet at the same time, give Your church a sense of our interdependence and the need to uphold each other, materially and spiritually.  Let us not “muzzle the ox while he is treading the grain” (Deut.25:4; I Cor.9:9; I Tim.5:18).

MAY 10  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 19:18 -- 'A clean person shall take hyssop and dip it in the water, sprinkle it on the tent, on all the vessels, on the persons who were there, or on the one who touched a bone, the slain, the dead, or a grave.”

“For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh,  how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb.9:13-14).  You have provided for cleansing from that which causes death, O God; You have given life and symbolized that cleansing by our baptism.  Let Your people understand what their baptism means and seek to “improve upon it” by good works, by growing in grace and assurance.  Let us work out our own salvation in fear and trembling, for it is You, O God, Who works in us, both to will and to do of Your good pleasure (Phil. 2:12-13).  Make a clear distinction between Your people and the people of the world.  Make us distinctively different in thought, speech and behavior.

MAY 11  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 20:8, 10-12 -- "Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the congregation together. Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it will yield its water; thus you shall bring water for them out of the rock, and give drink to the congregation and their animals."...And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this rock?"  Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came out abundantly, and the congregation and their animals drank.  Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them."

Let us learn and profit from reading of this great sin of Moses and Aaron, men of God, with whom You talked face to face.  Let us shun unbelief, disobedience, pride, and presumption.  We will never lead Your people in paths of righteousness by our own strength.  May we realize our total dependence upon You and seek to give You all glory and honor.  Keep leaders from abusing the position of leadership, O Lord, from putting themselves in Your place or conveying the idea to themselves or others that they have anything to provide in themselves or from themselves.  Keep them from selfish anger, at You or at Your people.  Give them an all-consuming zeal for Your name and honor, and a compassionate love for Your people.  Help them to deal wisely with a rebellious, sinful people, firmly yet gently.  Give them the trust and submission of the people of God.  We thank You for Christ, the Rock, who was struck to provide us with the water of life (I Cor.10:4).

MAY 12  -  MORNING
Numbers 21:5-6, 8 -- And the people spoke against God and against Moses: "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread."  So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died....Then the Lord said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live."

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life” (John 3:14-15).  You have made provision, O God, for the healing of sinful, rebellious people.  The serpent reminds us of the first temptation and sin.  Poisonous snakes and death are an indication of a world under a curse, and under the judgment of God.  How rebellious our hearts are, O Lord.  The discontentment and grumbling of Israel in the wilderness are so like our own.  We deserve death.  Yet You have sent Your Son, Your only Son, to be bitten on the heel by the serpent and to crush his head (Gen.3:15).  In His being lifted up, He paid for our sins.  May we look to Christ, not only initially, but also continually, as our means of redemption and cleansing by His one sacrifice for all time.  Remind Your people continually of our only remedy for sin’s poison.  May we see Christ draw all men to Himself (John 12:32).

MAY 12  -  EVENING
Numbers 21:33-34 -- And they turned and went up by the way to Bashan. So Og king of Bashan went out against them, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei.  Then the Lord said to Moses, "Do not fear him, for I have delivered him into your hand, with all his people and his land; and you shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon."

These initial victories which You gave Israel east of the Jordan set the stage for the conquest of the whole land and encouraged the people to perseverance.  Again and again they were reminded how You had given Sihon and Og into their hands.  Give Your people encouraging victories today, O Lord, that we will press on and not be deterred by opposition, setbacks, and discouragements.  Enable us to recount such victories to our children and the succeeding generations and give You the glory.  In our own spiritual lives, keep us from defeatist attitudes and debilitating depression.  Remind us that You are our help in ages past and our hope for years to come.  Remind us of Your great victories in the history of Your people, especially the triumph which Christ accomplished on the cross.  Point us backward to the particular mercies You have shown each of us in our own lives as well, and point us to the future with the hope that the One who has begun a good work in us will go on completing it until the Day of Christ Jesus (Phil.1:6). 

MAY 13  -  MORNING

Numbers 22:18, 38; 23:8, 12, 26; 24:13 -- Then Balaam answered and said to the servants of Balak, "Though Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do less or more.”...And Balaam said to Balak, "Look, I have come to you! Now, have I any power at all to say anything? The word that God puts in my mouth, that I must speak....How shall I curse whom God has not cursed? And how shall I denounce whom the Lord has not denounced? Must I not take heed to speak what the Lord has put in my mouth?...Did I not tell you, saying, 'All that the Lord speaks, that I must do?...If Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond the word of the Lord, to do good or bad of my own will. What the Lord says, that I must speak'?”

What Balaam knew to be right, yet failed to do, let us not only profess, but follow through.  Let us not dare go beyond the command of the Lord our God, no matter what the financial temptation or the pressure to please others.  How difficult it is at times to be faithful and consistent.  Uphold us, O Lord, that we will not waver in the face of temptation as Balaam did.  Let us say as Micaiah did, and mean it, “As the Lord lives, what the Lord says to me, that I will speak” (I Kings 22:14).  We have no wisdom or power to speak anything at all.  The word that You put in our mouths by Your written word and Your Spirit, let us speak that, by Your grace and sustaining power.  Even if an angel from heaven should preach another gospel, let us say, “Let him be accursed” (Gal.1:8; I Kings 13:18-22).

MAY 13  -  EVENING
Numbers 22:41; 23:13-14, 27-28 -- So it was the next day, that Balak took Balaam and brought him up to the high places of Baal, that from there he might observe the extent of the people....Then Balak said to him, "Please come with me to another place from which you may see them; you shall see only the outer part of them, and shall not see them all; curse them for me from there."  So he brought him to the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars, and offered a bull and a ram on each altar....Then Balak said to Balaam, "Please come, I will take you to another place; perhaps it will please God that you may curse them for me from there."  So Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, that overlooks the wasteland.

Prevent us from falling into the compromising position of a Balaam, who is willing to go with a Balak and seek that which You have clearly declared is not Your will.  The world’s approach is to continually try “one more way,” one more thing, one more angle, to get around Your truth.  Keep us from becoming part of any such game.  It is such a temptation to try to please men.  Give us steadfast hearts that desire only to please You.  Give us such accord with Your word, such desire to do Your will, that the pleas of men to compromise will fall on deaf ears.  “If I still pleased men, I would not be a servant of Christ” (Gal.1:10).

MAY 14  -  MORNING and EVENING

Numbers 23:19  --  “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent.  Has He said, and will He not do?  Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”

O God, what Balak did not grasp, and Balaam begins to understand, is that Your relationship with Your people is based upon Your covenant love for them and their descendants.  Unlike men, O God, You will not break promises.  We believe that no one can manipulate You so that You would abandon Your people.  You alone have eternally committed Yourself in the form of a covenant, and You will not break any promise.  You do not take orders from men.  If You have committed Yourself to bless Your people, then that is the way it will be.  O God, forgive us when we complain when enduring afflictions or hardships.  Increase our small faith to realize the benefits of Your goodness, Your love, and Your promises to us – Your people.   because we know You will go to any and all lengths to conform Your church – Your people to be like Jesus.

MAY 15  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 24:5, 8-9, 17 -- "How lovely are your tents, O Jacob! Your dwellings, O Israel!...God brings him out of Egypt; He has strength like a wild ox; He shall consume the nations, his enemies; He shall break their bones And pierce them with his arrows.  He bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, who shall rouse him?' "Blessed is he who blesses you, And cursed is he who curses you....I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; A Star shall come out of Jacob; A Scepter shall rise out of Israel, And batter the brow of Moab, And destroy all the sons of tumult.”

You raised up Israel, O Lord; You protected her, preserved her, forgave her.  It was not because of her own goodness that You chose her, because in the very next chapter of Numbers her rebellion is going to be manifested again.  But You chose Israel as the one through whom You would bless the world through the sending of Your Son, that Star that was to come forth out of Jacob, that Scepter that was to arise out of Israel.  As we contemplate our own election by Your grace, may we be very keenly aware of the fact that You have not chosen us because of any goodness in us, but only out of Your love and mercy.  “So it depends not upon man’s will or exertion, but upon God’s mercy” (Rom.9:16). 

MAY 16  -  MORNING and EVENING

Numbers 25:10-13 --Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:  "Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath from the children of Israel, because he was zealous with My zeal among them, so that I did not consume the children of Israel in My zeal.  Therefore say, 'Behold, I give to him My covenant of peace;  and it shall be to him and his descendants after him a covenant of an everlasting priesthood, because he was zealous for his God, and made atonement for the children of Israel.' "

Give us a holy jealousy for Your name, O Lord God, that we will call upon those who profess Your name to desist from all that is displeasing to You.  Especially give pastors and church leaders boldness and courage to call upon us Your people to live holy lives, and give them the grace to lead holy lives themselves as they teach Your people and lead by example.  Though there are none among us in the position of a Phinehas – the son of the high priest, and the anointed successor to the high priesthood – to execute Your wrath outwardly in capital punishment, may the elders of Your church be willing to exercise discipline if necessary to uphold Your name and honor, for the purity of Your church and for the good of Your people.  May the rulers of the state see their responsibility to institute and carry out Your law as Your ministers, avengers of wrath on those who practice evil (Rom.13:4).  Guard our own hearts against immorality and idolatry and give us zeal for purity of heart, speech, and behavior.

MAY 17  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 26:51-53, 63-65 -- These are those who were numbered of the children of Israel: six hundred and one thousand seven hundred and thirty.  Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: "To these the land shall be divided as an inheritance, according to the number of names”.... These are those who were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who numbered the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho.  But among these there was not a man of those who were numbered by Moses and Aaron the priest when they numbered the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Sinai.  For the Lord had said of them, "They shall surely die in the wilderness." So there was not left a man of them, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.

You are faithful in keeping Your threats and warnings as well as in keeping Your promises and blessings.  Let Your people always keep before us the fact that You do not lie or utter idle threats.  If we are faithless, You must remain faithful to Your covenant, including Your declarations of judgment for disobedience (II Tim.2:13).  You have numbered Your people; You know them by their names; their names are written in Your book of life (Rev.13:8; 17:8; 20:12; Ex.32:32-33; Matt.10:30; John 10:14-16, 27-28).  Give the leaders of Your church wisdom as they seek to number Your flock (Acts 20:28; I Pet.5:2).  Multitudes of people in our day do not believe they are required to have their names on the roll of a church, and the reason is often that they do not want to be called to account.  May Your true people rejoice to have their names added to the roll of the people of God and submit to godly rulers who will keep watch over their souls (Heb.13:17).

MAY 18  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 27:15-18 -- Then Moses spoke to the Lord, saying:  "Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation, who may go out before them and go in before them, who may lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of the Lord may not be like sheep which have no shepherd."  And the Lord said to Moses: "Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him...”

Give the leaders of Your church the kind of compassion for Your people that Moses had for the congregation of Israel, O Lord, a concern that transcended his own desire to be exalted as their ruler, a concern that extended even to his own willingness to stand aside when the time came and see another take his place.  Give Your church faithful shepherds over Your people, shepherds who want only to see the people follow and obey Christ, shepherds who do not want to take the credit for success, but cast their crowns at Jesus’ feet (Rev. 4:10).  We thank You, Father, for sending our Joshua, the Lord Jesus, to be the Shepherd over the congregation of Your people, to lead us in and out and give us pasture (John 10:9).  May Your undershepherds walk in His steps, not lording it over those entrusted to them, but being examples to the flock, that when the Chief Shepherd appears, they will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away (I Pet.5:3-4).  May they and all Your people be willing to decrease that Christ may increase (John 3:30).

MAY 19  -  MORNING and EVENING

Numbers 28:3-4 -- "And you shall say to them, 'This is the offering made by fire which you shall offer to the Lord: two male lambs in their first year without blemish, day by day, as a regular burnt offering. The one lamb you shall offer in the morning, the other lamb you shall offer in the evening...’ ”

As the Hebrew people brought offerings each day, in the morning and again in the evening, may our family come before You at the beginning and close of each day.  We do not come with the blood of bulls and goats, but through the one completed sacrifice of Christ which He offered on the cross once and for all (Heb.9:12).  He is the perfect lamb without blemish Who was killed as a sacrifice for all the sins of His people.  Keep us from coming before You merely out of habit and duty, as a form and ritual, without fervency of heart and life.  May it not be said of our worship, “These people draw near to Me with their mouths and honor Me with their lips, while their hearts are far from Me” (Matt.15:8; Isa.29:13).  Teach us to offer our whole selves as living sacrifices (Rom.12:1).

MAY 20 --  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 29:1-2, 7, 12 -- 'And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work. For you it is a day of blowing the trumpets.  You shall offer a burnt offering as a sweet aroma to the Lord: one young bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year, without blemish....On the tenth day of this seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall afflict your souls; you shall not do any work....On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work, and you shall keep a feast to the Lord seven days.’

Though we no longer observe the form of the festivals and sacrifices, You still require worship from Your people, O Lord, the setting aside of one day in seven, the offering of gifts, prayer and fasting, holy convocations with praise and thanksgiving, confession of sin and the hearing of Your word.  May such times be the delight of Your people.  May such times be our own delight; may we eagerly look forward to them, anticipate them, prepare for them, and come to worship with great expectancy.  Teach us to lay aside our labors, and even our thoughts about our labors, on the Lord’s Day and devote ourselves in a particular way to thoughts about Who You are and what You have done for us.

MAY 21  -  MORNING and EVENING

Numbers 30:2 --"If a man makes a vow to the Lord, or swears an oath to bind himself by some agreement, he shall not break his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.”

You require basic truth and honesty in all the speech that comes from our lips, O Lord, but You have commanded particular care in the oaths and vows made in Your church. You have told us, “It is better that you do not vow, than that you vow and do not pay” (Ecc.5:5).  May we be zealous to fulfill our vows of church membership, marriage, baptism, and ordination.  Though these were not vows to give some physical gift or offering, they were vows to perform certain acts to Your glory.  Remind us of them, and give us faithfulness in keeping them.  May Your church take very seriously what it has promised.  Teach us to guard our tongues, O Lord, to carefully measure what proceeds out of our mouths.  Keep us from rash statements and unkind words.  Make us scrupulously honest.  Keep us from subtle distinctions and rationalizations by which we deceive ourselves or others.  We know that we can never deceive You.  You hear and record every word.

MAY 22  -  MORNING and EVENING
Numbers 31:7-8, 14-16 -- And they warred against the Midianites, just as the Lord commanded Moses, and they killed all the males.  They killed the kings of Midian with the rest of those who were killed -- Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Midian. Balaam the son of Beor they also killed with the sword....But Moses was angry with the officers of the army, with the captains over thousands and captains over hundreds, who had come from the battle.  And Moses said to them: "Have you kept all the women alive? Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against the Lord in the incident of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the Lord.”

It is at this point that we learn that the downfall of Israel through immorality with Moabite women was instigated by the counsel of Balaam (II Pet.2:15: Jude 11; Rev.2:14), and here he also meets his end.  Protect Your people from such subtle wicked plotting of the evil one and his instruments, O Lord.  Over throw all the enemies of Your people; confound their plans, and bring their counsel to nothing.  Even through Your church does not have the power of the civil sword to execute the evil doer, move Your church to purge itself of idolatry and immorality.  A little leaven leavens the whole lump; may we cleanse out the old leaven that we may be a new lump, and drive out the wicked man from among us (I Cor.5:6-7,13).

MAY 23  -  MORNING and EVENING

Numbers 32:20-23 -- Then Moses said to them: "If you do this thing, if you arm yourselves before the Lord for the war, and all your armed men cross over the Jordan before the Lord until He has driven out His enemies from before Him, and the land is subdued before the Lord, then afterward you may return and be blameless before the Lord and before Israel; and this land shall be your possession before the Lord.  But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the Lord; and be sure your sin will find you out.”

O Lord, let us not fall into the trap of thinking that we can get away with sin or that our own sin is little and insignificant. Sin has a way of finding us out.  It always has repercussions; it comes back to haunt us.  The blood of Cain’s brother Abel cried out from the ground (Gen.4:10).  The sin of David destroyed family relationships for generations (II Sam.12:10-11).  Let us not think for a moment that our sin is any different.  Lord, teach us not only the heinousness of sin in Your sight as a holy God, but also its inevitable results in our own lives – debilitation, distraction, and all other forms of natural punishment (Gal. 6;7).  Help us to acknowledge our sin, flee from it, and overcome its results.  Make us useful instruments, we pray.

MAY 24  -  MORNING and EVENING

Numbers 33:51-53, 55 -- "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'When you have crossed the Jordan into the land of Canaan, then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, destroy all their engraved stones, destroy all their molded images, and demolish all their high places; you shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land and dwell in it, for I have given you the land to possess....But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall be that those whom you let remain shall be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they shall harass you in the land where you dwell.’ ”

You have given Your people the nations as their heritage, and the ends of the earth as their possession (Psa.2:8).  Let us faithfully possess the earth in Your strength and claim it for You.  Let us “possess our possessions” by conquering every area of our own lives for Your glory and in Your power.  We know that every area we do not conquer will conquer us.  The battle rages today as we seek to bring every thought captive to Christ and destroy strongholds of error, compromise, lust, greed, envy, laziness, and pride (II Cor.10:5).  Give power and determination, we pray.  We know that the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds (II Cor.10:4).

MAY 25  -  MORNING and EVENING

Numbers 34:1-3, 18 -- Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Command the children of Israel, and say to them: 'When you come into the land of Canaan, this is the land that shall fall to you as an inheritance -- the land of Canaan to its boundaries. Your southern border shall be from the Wilderness of Zin along the border of Edom; then your southern border shall extend eastward to the end of the Salt Sea....And you shall take one leader of every tribe to divide the land for the inheritance.’ ”

Even before the Jordan had been crossed, You gave the people of Israel their boundaries in Canaan and assigned men to divide the land among the tribes.  What faith they had, to receive Your word and follow Your instructions, when the land yet lay unconquered.  But even more, what grace You showed to Your people to assure them of victory when they had only begun the conquest.  How weak our faith is, O Lord!  We cannot see tomorrow, or even the rest of this day; yet in Your divine sovereignty and wisdom the future is all mapped out for us.  “...in Your book they are all written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them” (Psa.139:16).  Give us the faith, humility, zeal, and patience to trust in You completely and to obey Your commands.

MAY 26  -  MORNING
Numbers 35:10-11 -- "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, then you shall appoint cities to be cities of refuge for you, that the manslayer who kills any person accidentally may flee there.’ ”

What gracious provision You make for Your people, O Lord, in giving wise laws and establishing legal protections for many different situations.  May lawmakers and justices faithfully examine and apply Your laws to our own society.  We give thanks today for our “City of Refuge,” the Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom we may flee and be safe, not only in the case of “accidental” sin, but also in the case of willful, deliberate violation of Your law.  He is our Refuge and Strength (Psa.46:1), the One in whom there is safety from the righteous avenger of blood.  We thank You, too, for the death of Christ our great High Priest, who makes freedom possible, that we may enter in, and “go in and out and find pasture” (John 10:9).  Bring to our minds throughout the day the thought of Your gracious provision for our sin and fill us with joy and thanksgiving.  We are safe from all Satan’s assaults and accusations and free to live for You in grateful response to Your love.

MAY 26  -  EVENING

Numbers 35:33-34 – “'So you shall not pollute the land where you are; for blood defiles the land, and no atonement can be made for the land, for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it. Therefore do not defile the land which you inhabit, in the midst of which I dwell; for I the Lord dwell among the children of Israel.' "

Our country is not Your covenant land in which You have pledged Yourself to dwell in a particular way, O Lord.  And yet You have shown Your people that the nation is blessed whose God is the Lord; that righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people (Psa.33:12; Prov.14:34).  Cause our nation to honor You, to fear Your name, to call upon You, to model our institutions and statutes by the pattern given in Your word.  Restore capital punishment to the land, so that all will see it and fear and turn away from the shedding of innocent blood.  The murder of unborn children goes on unchecked every day in our land.  Cause this to be a great horror to Your people and to all the people of our country.

MAY 27  -  MORNING and EVENING

Numbers 36:6-7 -- "This is what the Lord commands concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, 'Let them marry whom they think best, but they may marry only within the family of their father's tribe.' So the inheritance of the children of Israel shall not change hands from tribe to tribe, for every one of the children of Israel shall keep the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.’ ”

You have shown throughout Your word, O God, that You are vitally interested in inheritance, that which is passed on from generation to generation.  We pray that we may plan wisely and be able to pass on a material inheritance to our children.  Even more, we pray that we may give them a spiritual inheritance.  May they receive the knowledge of the true and living God and be equipped to apply the knowledge of God to every area of their lives and communicate it to their own children.  May this inheritance be an unmistakable fact that our children will never be able to shake from their minds.  May they see the great value of it, claim it for their own, and endeavor to faithfully pass it on to their descendents.
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